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PREAMBLE
Humbly invoking the blessings of Almighty God, the people of the State of 

Texas, do ordain and establish this ConsƟ tuƟ on.

ARTICLE 1
BILL OF RIGHTS

That the general, great and essenƟ al principles of liberty and free government 
may be recognized and established, we declare:

Sec. 1. FREEDOM AND SOVEREIGNTY OF STATE. Texas is a free and 
independent State, subject only to the ConsƟ tuƟ on of the United States, and 
the maintenance of our free insƟ tuƟ ons and the perpetuity of the Union depend 
upon the preservaƟ on of the right of local self-government, unimpaired to all 
the States.

Sec. 2.  INHERENT POLITICAL POWER; REPUBLICAN FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT. All political power is inherent in the people, and all free 
governments are founded on their authority, and insƟ tuted for their benefi t. The 
faith of the people of Texas stands pledged to the preservaƟ on of a republican 
form of government, and, subject to this limitaƟ on only, they have at all Ɵ mes 
the inalienable right to alter, reform or abolish their government in such manner 
as they may think expedient.

Sec. 3. EQUAL RIGHTS. All free men, when they form a social compact, have 
equal rights, and no man, or set of men, is enƟ tled to exclusive separate public 
emoluments, or privileges, but in consideraƟ on of public services.

Sec. 3a. EQUALITY UNDER THE LAW. Equality under the law shall not be 
denied or abridged because of sex, race, color, creed, or naƟ onal origin. This 
amendment is self-operaƟ ve. (Added Nov. 7, 1972.)

Sec. 4. RELIGIOUS TESTS. No religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualifi caƟ on to any offi  ce, or public trust, in this State; nor shall any one be 
excluded from holding offi  ce on account of his religious senƟ ments, provided 
he acknowledge the existence of a Supreme Being.

Sec. 5. WITNESSES NOT DISQUALIFIED BY RELIGIOUS BELIEFS; OATHS 
AND AFFIRMATIONS. No person shall be disqualifi ed to give evidence in any 
of the Courts of this State on account of his religious opinions, or for the want 
of any religious belief, but all oaths or affi  rmaƟ ons shall be administered in the 
mode most binding upon the conscience, and shall be taken subject to the pains 
and penalƟ es of perjury.

Sec. 6. FREEDOM OF WORSHIP. All men have a natural and indefeasible 
right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences. 
No man shall be compelled to aƩ end, erect or support any place of worship, or 
to maintain any ministry against his consent. No human authority ought, in any 
case whatever, to control or interfere with the rights of conscience in maƩ ers 
of religion, and no preference shall ever be given by law to any religious society 
or mode of worship. But it shall be the duty of the Legislature to pass such laws 
as may be necessary to protect equally every religious denominaƟ on in the 
peaceable enjoyment of its own mode of public worship.
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Sec. 7. APPROPRIATIONS FOR SECTARIAN PURPOSES. No money shall be 
appropriated, or drawn from the Treasury for the benefi t of any sect, or religious 
society, theological or religious seminary; nor shall property belonging to the 
State be appropriated for any such purposes.

Sec. 8. FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND PRESS; LIBEL. Every person shall be at 
liberty to speak, write or publish his opinions on any subject, being responsible for 
the abuse of that privilege; and no law shall ever be passed curtailing the liberty of 
speech or of the press. In prosecuƟ ons for the publicaƟ on of papers, invesƟ gaƟ ng 
the conduct of offi  cers, or men in public capacity, or when the maƩ er published 
is proper for public informaƟ on, the truth thereof may be given in evidence. And 
in all indictments for libels, the jury shall have the right to determine the law 
and the facts, under the direcƟ on of the court, as in other cases.

Sec. 9. SEARCHES AND SEIZURES. The people shall be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers and possessions, from all unreasonable seizures or 
searches, and no warrant to search any place, or to seize any person or thing, 
shall issue without describing them as near as may be, nor without probable 
cause, supported by oath or affi  rmaƟ on.

Sec. 10. RIGHTS OF ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS. In all criminal 
prosecuƟ ons the accused shall have a speedy public trial by an imparƟ al jury. He 
shall have the right to demand the nature and cause of the accusaƟ on against 
him, and to have a copy thereof. He shall not be compelled to give evidence 
against himself, and shall have the right of being heard by himself or counsel, or 
both, shall be confronted by the witnesses against him and shall have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, except that when the witness resides 
out of the State and the off ense charged is a violaƟ on of any of the anƟ -trust 
laws of this State, the defendant and the State shall have the right to produce 
and have the evidence admiƩ ed by deposiƟ on, under such rules and laws as the 
Legislature may hereaŌ er provide; and no person shall be held to answer for a 
criminal off ense, unless on an indictment of a grand jury, except in cases in which 
the punishment is by fi ne or imprisonment, otherwise than in the penitenƟ ary, in 
cases of impeachment, and in cases arising in the army or navy, or in the miliƟ a, 
when in actual service in Ɵ me of war or public danger. (Amended Nov. 5, 1918.)

Sec. 11. BAIL. All prisoners shall be bailable by suffi  cient sureƟ es, unless 
for capital off enses, when the proof is evident; but this provision shall not be 
so construed as to prevent bail aŌ er indictment found upon examinaƟ on of the 
evidence, in such manner as may be prescribed by law.

Sec. 11a. MULTIPLE CONVICTIONS; DENIAL OF BAIL. (a) Any person (1) 
accused of a felony less than capital in this State, who has been theretofore 
twice convicted of a felony, the second convicƟ on being subsequent to the fi rst, 
both in point of Ɵ me of commission of the off ense and convicƟ on therefor, (2) 
accused of a felony less than capital in this State, commiƩ ed while on bail for 
a prior felony for which he has been indicted, (3) accused of a felony less than 
capital in this State involving the use of a deadly weapon aŌ er being convicted 
of a prior felony, or (4) accused of a violent or sexual off ense commiƩ ed while 
under the supervision of a criminal jusƟ ce agency of the State or a poliƟ cal 
subdivision of the State for a prior felony, aŌ er a hearing, and upon evidence 
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substanƟ ally showing the guilt of the accused of the off ense in (1) or (3) above, 
of the off ense commiƩ ed while on bail in (2) above, or of the off ense in (4) above 
commiƩ ed while under the supervision of a criminal jusƟ ce agency of the State or 
a poliƟ cal subdivision of the State for a prior felony, may be denied bail pending 
trial, by a district judge in this State, if said order denying bail pending trial is 
issued within seven calendar days subsequent to the Ɵ me of incarceraƟ on of the 
accused; provided, however, that if the accused is not accorded a trial upon the 
accusaƟ on under (1) or (3) above, the accusaƟ on and indictment used under (2) 
above, or the accusaƟ on or indictment used under (4) above within sixty (60) 
days from the Ɵ me of his incarceraƟ on upon the accusaƟ on, the order denying 
bail shall be automaƟ cally set aside, unless a conƟ nuance is obtained upon the 
moƟ on or request of the accused; provided, further, that the right of appeal to 
the Court of Criminal Appeals of this State is expressly accorded the accused for 
a review of any judgment or order made hereunder, and said appeal shall be 
given preference by the Court of Criminal Appeals.

(b) In this secƟ on:
(1) “Violent off ense” means:
(A) murder;
(B) aggravated assault, if the accused used or exhibited a deadly weapon 

during the commission of the assault;
(C) aggravated kidnapping; or
(D) aggravated robbery.
(2) “Sexual off ense” means:
(A) aggravated sexual assault;
(B) sexual assault; or
(C) indecency with a child. (Added Nov. 6, 1956; amended Nov. 8, 1977; 

Subsec. (a) amended and (b) added Nov. 2, 1993.)
Sec. 11b. VIOLATION OF CONDITION OF RELEASE PENDING TRIAL; 

DENIAL OF BAIL. Any person who is accused in this state of a felony or an off ense 
involving family violence, who is released on bail pending trial, and whose bail 
is subsequently revoked or forfeited for a violaƟ on of a condiƟ on of release may 
be denied bail pending trial if a judge or magistrate in this state determines by a 
preponderance of the evidence at a subsequent hearing that the person violated 
a condiƟ on of release related to the safety of a vicƟ m of the alleged off ense or 
to the safety of the community. (Added Nov. 8, 2005; amended Nov. 6, 2007.)

Sec. 11c. VIOLATION OF AN ORDER FOR EMERGENCY PROTECTION 
INVOLVING FAMILY VIOLENCE. The legislature by general law may provide 
that any person who violates an order for emergency protecƟ on issued by a 
judge or magistrate aŌ er an arrest for an off ense involving family violence or 
who violates an acƟ ve protecƟ ve order rendered by a court in a family violence 
case, including a temporary ex parte order that has been served on the person, 
or who engages in conduct that consƟ tutes an off ense involving the violaƟ on 
of an order described by this secƟ on may be taken into custody and, pending
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trial or other court proceedings, denied release on bail if following a hearing a 
judge or magistrate in this state determines by a preponderance of the evidence 
that the person violated the order or engaged in the conduct consƟ tuƟ ng the 
off ense. (Added Nov. 6, 2007.)

Sec. 12. HABEAS CORPUS. The writ of habeas corpus is a writ of right, and 
shall never be suspended. The Legislature shall enact laws to render the remedy 
speedy and eff ectual.

Sec. 13. EXCESSIVE BAIL OR FINES; CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT; 
REMEDY BY DUE COURSE OF LAW. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fi nes imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishment infl icted. All courts shall 
be open, and every person for an injury done him, in his lands, goods, person or 
reputaƟ on, shall have remedy by due course of law.

Sec. 14. DOUBLE JEOPARDY. No person, for the same off ense, shall be twice 
put in jeopardy of life or liberty; nor shall a person be again put upon trial for the 
same off ense aŌ er a verdict of not guilty in a court of competent jurisdicƟ on.

Sec. 15. RIGHT OF TRIAL BY JURY. The right of trial by jury shall remain 
inviolate. The Legislature shall pass such laws as may be needed to regulate 
the same, and to maintain its purity and efficiency. Provided, that the 
Legislature may provide for the temporary commitment, for observation 
and/or treatment, of mentally ill persons not charged with a criminal off ense, 
for a period of Ɵ me not to exceed ninety (90) days, by order of the County 
Court without the necessity of a trial by jury. (Amended Aug. 24, 1935.)

Sec. 15-a. COMMITMENT OF PERSONS OF UNSOUND MIND. No person 
shall be commiƩ ed as a person of unsound mind except on competent medical 
or psychiatric tesƟ mony. The Legislature may enact all laws necessary to provide 
for the trial, adjudicaƟ on of insanity and commitment of persons of unsound 
mind and to provide for a method of appeal from judgments rendered in such 
cases. Such laws may provide for a waiver of trial by jury, in cases where the 
person under inquiry has not been charged with the commission of a criminal 
off ense, by the concurrence of the person under inquiry, or his next of kin, and 
an aƩ orney ad litem appointed by a judge of either the County or Probate Court 
of the county where the trial is being held, and shall provide for a method of 
service of noƟ ce of such trial upon the person under inquiry and of his right to 
demand a trial by jury. (Added Nov. 6, 1956.)

Sec. 16. BILLS OF ATTAINDER; EX POST FACTO OR RETROACTIVE LAWS; 
IMPAIRING OBLIGATION OF CONTRACTS. No bill of aƩ ainder, ex post facto law, 
retroacƟ ve law, or any law impairing the obligaƟ on of contracts, shall be made.

Sec. 17. TAKING, DAMAGING, OR DESTROYING PROPERTY FOR PUBLIC 
USE; SPECIAL PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES; CONTROL OF PRIVILEGES AND 
FRANCHISES. (a) No person’s property shall be taken, damaged, or destroyed for 
or applied to public use without adequate compensaƟ on being made, unless by 
the consent of such person, and only if the taking, damage, or destrucƟ on is for:

(1) the ownership, use, and enjoyment of the property, notwithstanding 
an incidental use, by:
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(A) the State, a poliƟ cal subdivision of the State, or the public at large; or
(B) an enƟ ty granted the power of eminent domain under law; or
(2) the eliminaƟ on of urban blight on a parƟ cular parcel of property.
(b) In this secƟ on, “public use” does not include the taking of property 

under SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on for transfer to a private enƟ ty for the primary 
purpose of economic development or enhancement of tax revenues.

(c) On or aŌ er January 1, 2010, the legislature may enact a general, local, 
or special law granƟ ng the power of eminent domain to an enƟ ty only on a two-
thirds vote of all the members elected to each house.

(d) When a person’s property is taken under SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on, 
except for the use of the State, compensaƟ on as described by SubsecƟ on (a) 
shall be fi rst made, or secured by a deposit of money; and no irrevocable or 
uncontrollable grant of special privileges or immuniƟ es shall be made; but all 
privileges and franchises granted by the Legislature, or created under its authority, 
shall be subject to the control thereof. (Amended Nov. 3, 2009.)

Sec. 18. IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. No person shall ever be imprisoned 
for debt.

Sec. 19. DEPRIVATION OF LIFE, LIBERTY, ETC.; DUE COURSE OF LAW. 
No ciƟ zen of this State shall be deprived of life, liberty, property, privileges or 
immuniƟ es, or in any manner disfranchised, except by the due course of the 
law of the land.

Sec. 20. OUTLAWRY OR TRANSPORTATION FOR OFFENSE. No ciƟ zen shall 
be outlawed. No person shall be transported out of the State for any off ense 
commiƩ ed within the same. This secƟ on does not prohibit an agreement with 
another state providing for the confi nement of inmates of this State in the penal 
or correcƟ onal faciliƟ es of that state. (Amended Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 21. CORRUPTION OF BLOOD; FORFEITURE; SUICIDES. No convicƟ on 
shall work corrupƟ on of blood, or forfeiture of estate, and the estates of those 
who destroy their own lives shall descend or vest as in case of natural death.

Sec. 22. TREASON. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying 
war against it, or adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort; and no 
person shall be convicted of treason except on the tesƟ mony of two witnesses 
to the same overt act, or on confession in open court.

Sec. 23. RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS. Every ciƟ zen shall have the 
right to keep and bear arms in the lawful defense of himself or the State; but 
the Legislature shall have power, by law, to regulate the wearing of arms, with 
a view to prevent crime.

Sec. 24. MILITARY SUBORDINATE TO CIVIL AUTHORITY. The military shall 
at all Ɵ mes be subordinate to the civil authority.

Sec. 25. QUARTERING SOLDIERS IN HOUSES. No soldier shall in Ɵ me of 
peace be quartered in the house of any ciƟ zen without the consent of the owner, 
nor in Ɵ me of war but in a manner prescribed by law.
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Sec. 26. PERPETUITIES AND MONOPOLIES; PRIMOGENITURE OR 
ENTAILMENTS. PerpetuiƟ es and monopolies are contrary to the genius of a free 
government, and shall never be allowed, nor shall the law of primogeniture or 
entailments ever be in force in this State.

Sec. 27. RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY; PETITION FOR REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES. 
The ciƟ zens shall have the right, in a peaceable manner, to assemble together for 
their common good; and apply to those invested with the powers of government 
for redress of grievances or other purposes, by peƟ Ɵ on, address or remonstrance.

Sec. 28. SUSPENSION OF LAWS. No power of suspending laws in this State 
shall be exercised except by the Legislature.

Sec. 29. PROVISIONS OF BILL OF RIGHTS EXCEPTED FROM POWERS 
OF GOVERNMENT; TO FOREVER REMAIN INVIOLATE. To guard against 
transgressions of the high powers herein delegated, we declare that everything 
in this “Bill of Rights” is excepted out of the general powers of government, and 
shall forever remain inviolate, and all laws contrary thereto, or to the following 
provisions, shall be void.

Sec. 30. RIGHTS OF CRIME VICTIMS. (a) A crime vicƟ m has the following 
rights:

(1) the right to be treated with fairness and with respect for the vicƟ m’s 
dignity and privacy throughout the criminal jusƟ ce process; and

(2) the right to be reasonably protected from the accused throughout the 
criminal jusƟ ce process.

(b) On the request of a crime vicƟ m, the crime vicƟ m has the following rights:
(1) the right to noƟ fi caƟ on of court proceedings;
(2) the right to be present at all public court proceedings related to the 

off ense, unless the vicƟ m is to tesƟ fy and the court determines that the vicƟ m’s 
tesƟ mony would be materially aff ected if the vicƟ m hears other tesƟ mony at 
the trial;

(3) the right to confer with a representaƟ ve of the prosecutor’s offi  ce;
(4) the right to resƟ tuƟ on; and
(5) the right to informaƟ on about the convicƟ on, sentence, imprisonment, 

and release of the accused.
(c) The legislature may enact laws to defi ne the term “vicƟ m” and to enforce 

these and other rights of crime vicƟ ms.
(d) The state, through its prosecuƟ ng aƩ orney, has the right to enforce the 

rights of crime vicƟ ms.
(e) The legislature may enact laws to provide that a judge, aƩ orney for 

the state, peace offi  cer, or law enforcement agency is not liable for a failure or 
inability to provide a right enumerated in this secƟ on. The failure or inability of 
any person to provide a right or service enumerated in this secƟ on may not be 
used by a defendant in a criminal case as a ground for appeal or post-convicƟ on 
writ of habeas corpus. A vicƟ m or guardian or legal representaƟ ve of a vicƟ m 
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has standing to enforce the rights enumerated in this secƟ on but does not have 
standing to parƟ cipate as a party in a criminal proceeding or to contest the 
disposiƟ on of any charge. (Added Nov. 7, 1989.)

Sec. 31. COMPENSATION TO VICTIMS OF CRIME FUND; COMPENSATION 
TO VICTIMS OF CRIME AUXILIARY FUND; USE OF FUND MONEY. (a) The 
compensation to victims of crime fund created by general law and the 
compensaƟ on to vicƟ ms of crime auxiliary fund created by general law are each 
a separate dedicated account in the general revenue fund.

(b) Except as provided by SubsecƟ on (c) of this secƟ on and subject to 
legislaƟ ve appropriaƟ on, money deposited to the credit of the compensaƟ on to 
vicƟ ms of crime fund or the compensaƟ on to vicƟ ms of crime auxiliary fund from 
any source may be expended as provided by law only for delivering or funding 
vicƟ m-related compensaƟ on, services, or assistance.

(c) The legislature may provide by law that money in the compensaƟ on 
to vicƟ ms of crime fund or in the compensaƟ on to vicƟ ms of crime auxiliary 
fund may be expended for the purpose of assisƟ ng vicƟ ms of episodes of mass 
violence if other money appropriated for emergency assistance is depleted. 
(Added Nov. 4, 1997.)

Sec. 32. MARRIAGE. (a) Marriage in this state shall consist only of the union 
of one man and one woman.

(b) This state or a poliƟ cal subdivision of this state may not create or 
recognize any legal status idenƟ cal or similar to marriage. (Added Nov. 8, 2005.)

Sec. 33. ACCESS AND USE OF PUBLIC BEACHES. (a) In this secƟ on, “public 
beach” means a state-owned beach bordering on the seaward shore of the Gulf 
of Mexico, extending from mean low Ɵ de to the landward boundary of state-
owned submerged land, and any larger area extending from the line of mean low 
Ɵ de to the line of vegetaƟ on bordering on the Gulf of Mexico to which the public 
has acquired a right of use or easement to or over the area by prescripƟ on or 
dedicaƟ on or has established and retained a right by virtue of conƟ nuous right 
in the public under Texas common law.

(b) The public, individually and collecƟ vely, has an unrestricted right to use 
and a right of ingress to and egress from a public beach. The right granted by 
this subsecƟ on is dedicated as a permanent easement in favor of the public.

(c) The legislature may enact laws to protect the right of the public to 
access and use a public beach and to protect the public beach easement from 
interference and encroachments.

(d) This secƟ on does not create a private right of enforcement. (Added 
Nov. 3, 2009.)
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ARTICLE 2
THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT

Sec. 1. DIVISION OF POWERS; THREE SEPARATE DEPARTMENTS; 
EXERCISE OF POWER PROPERLY ATTACHED TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS. The 
powers of the Government of the State of Texas shall be divided into three disƟ nct 
departments, each of which shall be confi ded to a separate body of magistracy, 
to wit: Those which are LegislaƟ ve to one; those which are ExecuƟ ve to another, 
and those which are Judicial to another; and no person, or collecƟ on of persons, 
being of one of these departments, shall exercise any power properly aƩ ached 
to either of the others, except in the instances herein expressly permiƩ ed.
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ARTICLE 3
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

Sec. 1. SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. The LegislaƟ ve power 
of this State shall be vested in a Senate and House of RepresentaƟ ves, which 
together shall be styled “The Legislature of the State of Texas.”

Sec. 2. MEMBERSHIP OF SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The Senate shall consist of thirty-one members. The House of RepresentaƟ ves 
shall consist of 150 members. (Amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on 
provisions for Sec. 2: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 3. ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE OF SENATORS. The Senators 
shall be chosen by the qualifi ed voters for the term of four years; but a new 
Senate shall be chosen aŌ er every apporƟ onment, and the Senators elected 
aŌ er each apporƟ onment shall be divided by lot into two classes. The seats of 
the Senators of the fi rst class shall be vacated at the expiraƟ on of the fi rst two 
years, and those of the second class at the expiraƟ on of four years, so that one 
half of the Senators shall be chosen biennially thereaŌ er. Senators shall take 
offi  ce following their elecƟ on, on the day set by law for the convening of the 
Regular Session of the Legislature, and shall serve thereaŌ er for the full term of 
years to which elected. (Amended Nov. 8, 1966, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 3: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec.  4.  E L E C T I O N A N D T E R M O F  M E M B E R S  O F  H O U S E  O F 
REPRESENTATIVES. The Members of the House of RepresentaƟ ves shall be 
chosen by the qualifi ed voters for the term of two years. RepresentaƟ ves shall 
take offi  ce following their elecƟ on, on the day set by law for the convening of the 
Regular Session of the Legislature, and shall serve thereaŌ er for the full term of 
years to which elected. (Amended Nov. 8, 1966, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 4: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 5. MEETINGS; ORDER OF BUSINESS. (a) The Legislature shall meet 
every two years at such Ɵ me as may be provided by law and at other Ɵ mes when 
convened by the Governor.

(b) When convened in regular Session, the fi rst thirty days thereof shall 
be devoted to the introducƟ on of bills and resoluƟ ons, acƟ ng upon emergency 
appropriaƟ ons, passing upon the confi rmaƟ on of the recess appointees of the 
Governor and such emergency maƩ ers as may be submiƩ ed by the Governor 
in special messages to the Legislature. During the succeeding thirty days of the 
regular session of the Legislature the various commiƩ ees of each House shall 
hold hearings to consider all bills and resoluƟ ons and other maƩ ers then pending; 
and such emergency maƩ ers as may be submiƩ ed by the Governor. During the 
remainder of the session the Legislature shall act upon such bills and resoluƟ ons 
as may be then pending and upon such emergency maƩ ers as may be submiƩ ed 
by the Governor in special messages to the Legislature.

(c) Notwithstanding SubsecƟ on (b), either House may determine its order 
of business by an affi  rmaƟ ve vote of four-fi Ō hs of its membership. (Amended 
Nov. 4, 1930, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 5: see 
Appendix, Note 1.)
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Sec. 6. QUALIFICATIONS OF SENATORS. No person shall be a Senator, 
unless he be a ciƟ zen of the United States, and, at the Ɵ me of his elecƟ on a 
qualifi ed voter of this State, and shall have been a resident of this State fi ve 
years next preceding his elecƟ on, and the last year thereof a resident of the 
district for which he shall be chosen, and shall have aƩ ained the age of twenty-six 
years. (Amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 6: see 
Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 7. QUALIFICATIONS OF REPRESENTATIVES. No person shall be a 
RepresentaƟ ve, unless he be a ciƟ zen of the United States, and, at the Ɵ me of 
his elecƟ on, a qualifi ed voter of this State, and shall have been a resident of 
this State two years next preceding his elecƟ on, the last year thereof a resident 
of the district for which he shall be chosen, and shall have aƩ ained the age of 
twenty-one years. (Amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for 
Sec. 7: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 8. EACH HOUSE JUDGE OF QUALIFICATIONS AND ELECTION; 
CONTESTS. Each House shall be the judge of the qualifi caƟ ons and elecƟ on of 
its own members; but contested elecƟ ons shall be determined in such manner 
as shall be provided by law.

Sec. 9. PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF SENATE; LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
OFFICE VACANCY; SPEAKER OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. (a) The Senate 
shall, at the beginning and close of each session, and at such other Ɵ mes as may 
be necessary, elect one of its members President pro tempore, who shall perform 
the duƟ es of the Lieutenant Governor in any case of absence or temporary 
disability of that offi  cer. If the offi  ce of Lieutenant Governor becomes vacant, 
the President pro tempore of the Senate shall convene the CommiƩ ee of the 
Whole Senate within 30 days aŌ er the vacancy occurs. The CommiƩ ee of the 
Whole shall elect one of its members to perform the duƟ es of the Lieutenant 
Governor in addiƟ on to the member’s duƟ es as Senator unƟ l the next general 
elecƟ on. If the Senator so elected ceases to be a Senator before the elecƟ on of a 
new Lieutenant Governor, another Senator shall be elected in the same manner 
to perform the duƟ es of the Lieutenant Governor unƟ l the next general elecƟ on. 
UnƟ l the CommiƩ ee of the Whole elects one of its members for this purpose, 
the President pro tempore shall perform the duƟ es of the Lieutenant Governor 
as provided by this subsecƟ on.

(b) The House of RepresentaƟ ves shall, when it fi rst assembles, organize 
temporarily, and thereupon proceed to the elecƟ on of a Speaker from its own 
members.

(c) Each House shall choose its other offi  cers. (Amended Nov. 6, 1984; 
Subsec. (a) amended Nov. 2, 1999.)

Sec. 10. QUORUM; ADJOURNMENTS FROM DAY TO DAY; COMPELLING 
ATTENDANCE. Two-thirds of each House shall constitute a quorum to do 
business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the 
aƩ endance of absent members, in such manner and under such penalƟ es as 
each House may provide.
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Sec. 11. RULES OF PROCEDURE; EXPULSION OF MEMBER. Each House 
may determine the rules of its own proceedings, punish members for disorderly 
conduct, and, with the consent of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second 
Ɵ me for the same off ense.

Sec. 12. JOURNALS OF PROCEEDINGS; ENTERING YEAS AND NAYS. 
(a) Each house of the legislature shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and 
publish the same.

(b) A vote taken by either house must be by record vote with the vote of 
each member entered in the journal of that house if the vote is on fi nal passage 
of a bill, a resoluƟ on proposing or raƟ fying a consƟ tuƟ onal amendment, or 
another resoluƟ on other than a resoluƟ on of a purely ceremonial or honorary 
nature. Either house by rule may provide for excepƟ ons to this requirement for 
a bill that applies only to one district or poliƟ cal subdivision of this state. For 
purposes of this subsecƟ on, a vote on fi nal passage includes a vote on third 
reading in a house, or on second reading if the house suspends the requirement 
for three readings, on whether to concur in the other house’s amendments, and 
on whether to adopt a conference commiƩ ee report.

(c) The yeas and nays of the members of either house on any other quesƟ on 
shall, at the desire of any three members present, be entered on the journals.

(d) Each house shall make each record vote required under SubsecƟ on (b) 
of this secƟ on, including the vote of each individual member as recorded in the 
journal of that house, available to the public for a reasonable period of not less 
than two years through the Internet or a successor electronic communicaƟ ons 
system accessible by the public. For a record vote on a bill or on a resoluƟ on 
proposing or raƟ fying a consƟ tuƟ onal amendment, the record vote must be 
accessible to the public by reference to the designated number of the bill or 
resoluƟ on and by reference to its subject. (Subsecs. (a) and (c) amended and 
(b) and (d) added Nov. 6, 2007.)

Sec. 13. VACANCIES; WRITS OF ELECTION. (a) When vacancies occur in 
either House, the Governor, or the person exercising the power of the Governor, 
shall issue writs of elecƟ on to fi ll such vacancies; and should the Governor fail to 
issue a writ of elecƟ on to fi ll any such vacancy within twenty days aŌ er it occurs, 
the returning offi  cer of the district in which such vacancy may have happened, 
shall be authorized to order an elecƟ on for that purpose.

(b) The legislature may provide by general law for the fi lling of a vacancy 
in the legislature without an elecƟ on if only one person qualifi es and declares a 
candidacy in an elecƟ on to fi ll the vacancy. (Amended Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 14. PRIVILEGED FROM ARREST. Senators and RepresentaƟ ves shall, 
except in cases of treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from 
arrest during the session of the Legislature, and in going to and returning from 
the same. (Amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 14: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 15. DISRESPECTFUL OR DISORDERLY CONDUCT; OBSTRUCTION OF 
PROCEEDINGS. Each House may punish, by imprisonment, during its sessions, 
any person not a member, for disrespecƞ ul or disorderly conduct in its presence, 



Art. 3 Sec. 16

12

or for obstrucƟ ng any of its proceedings; provided, such imprisonment shall not, 
at any one Ɵ me, exceed forty-eight hours.

Sec. 16. OPEN SESSIONS. The sessions of each House shall be open, except 
the Senate when in ExecuƟ ve session.

Sec. 17. ADJOURNMENTS. Neither House shall, without the consent of the 
other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that where 
the Legislature may be siƫ  ng.

Sec. 18. INELIGIBILITY FOR OTHER OFFICES; INTEREST IN CONTRACTS. 
No Senator or RepresentaƟ ve shall, during the term for which he was elected, 
be eligible to (1) any civil offi  ce of profi t under this State which shall have been 
created, or the emoluments of which may have been increased, during such term, 
or (2) any offi  ce or place, the appointment to which may be made, in whole or 
in part, by either branch of the Legislature; provided, however, the fact that the 
term of offi  ce of Senators and RepresentaƟ ves does not end precisely on the last 
day of December but extends a few days into January of the succeeding year shall 
be considered as de minimis, and the ineligibility herein created shall terminate 
on the last day in December of the last full calendar year of the term for which 
he was elected. No member of either House shall vote for any other member 
for any offi  ce whatever, which may be fi lled by a vote of the Legislature, except 
in such cases as are in this ConsƟ tuƟ on provided, nor shall any member of the 
Legislature be interested, either directly or indirectly, in any contract with the 
State, or any county thereof, authorized by any law passed during the term for 
which he was elected. (Amended Nov. 5, 1968.)

Sec. 19. INELIGIBILITY OF PERSONS HOLDING OTHER OFFICES. No judge 
of any court, Secretary of State, AƩ orney General, clerk of any court of record, or 
any person holding a lucraƟ ve offi  ce under the United States, or this State, or any 
foreign government shall during the term for which he is elected or appointed, 
be eligible to the Legislature.

Sec. 20. COLLECTORS OF TAXES; PERSONS ENTRUSTED WITH PUBLIC 
MONEY; INELIGIBILITY. No person who at any Ɵ me may have been a collector 
of taxes, or who may have been otherwise entrusted with public money, shall 
be eligible to the Legislature, or to any offi  ce of profi t or trust under the State 
government, unƟ l he shall have obtained a discharge for the amount of such 
collecƟ ons, or for all public moneys with which he may have been entrusted.

Sec. 21. WORDS SPOKEN IN DEBATE. No member shall be quesƟ oned in 
any other place for words spoken in debate in either House.

Sec. 22. DISCLOSURE OF PRIVATE INTEREST IN MEASURE OR BILL; NOT 
TO VOTE. A member who has a personal or private interest in any measure or 
bill, proposed, or pending before the Legislature, shall disclose the fact to the 
House, of which he is a member, and shall not vote thereon.

Sec. 23. REMOVAL FROM DISTRICT OR COUNTY FROM WHICH ELECTED. 
If any Senator or RepresentaƟ ve remove his residence from the district or county 
for which he was elected, his offi  ce shall thereby become vacant, and the vacancy 
shall be fi lled as provided in secƟ on 13 of this arƟ cle.
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Sec. 23a. (Repealed Nov. 4, 1997.)
Sec. 24. COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES OF MEMBERS OF LEGISLATURE; 

DURATION OF SESSIONS. (a) Members of the Legislature shall receive from 
the Public Treasury a salary of Six Hundred Dollars ($600) per month, unless a 
greater amount is recommended by the Texas Ethics Commission and approved 
by the voters of this State in which case the salary is that amount. Each member 
shall also receive a per diem set by the Texas Ethics Commission for each day 
during each Regular and Special Session of the Legislature.

(b) No Regular Session shall be of longer duraƟ on than one hundred and 
forty (140) days.

(c) In addiƟ on to the per diem the Members of each House shall be enƟ tled 
to mileage at the same rate as prescribed by law for employees of the State of 
Texas. (Amended Nov. 4, 1930, Nov. 2, 1954, Nov. 8, 1960, April 22, 1975, and 
Nov. 5, 1991.)

Sec. 24a. TEXAS ETHICS COMMISSION. (a) The Texas Ethics Commission 
is a state agency consisƟ ng of the following eight members:

(1) two members of diff erent poliƟ cal parƟ es appointed by the governor 
from a list of at least 10 names submiƩ ed by the members of the house of 
representaƟ ves from each poliƟ cal party required by law to hold a primary;

(2) two members of diff erent poliƟ cal parƟ es appointed by the governor 
from a list of at least 10 names submiƩ ed by the members of the senate from 
each poliƟ cal party required by law to hold a primary;

(3) two members of diff erent poliƟ cal parƟ es appointed by the speaker 
of the house of representaƟ ves from a list of at least 10 names submiƩ ed by 
the members of the house from each poliƟ cal party required by law to hold a 
primary; and

(4) two members of diff erent poliƟ cal parƟ es appointed by the lieutenant 
governor from a list of at least 10 names submiƩ ed by the members of the senate 
from each poliƟ cal party required by law to hold a primary.

(b) The governor may reject all names on any list submiƩ ed under SubsecƟ on 
(a)(1) or (2) of this secƟ on and require a new list to be submiƩ ed. The members 
of the commission shall elect annually the chairman of the commission.

(c) With the excepƟ on of the iniƟ al appointees, commission members serve 
for four-year terms. Each appoinƟ ng offi  cial will make one iniƟ al appointment 
for a two-year term and one iniƟ al appointment for a four-year term. A vacancy 
on the commission shall be fi lled for the unexpired porƟ on of the term in the 
same manner as the original appointment. A member who has served for one 
term and any part of a second term is not eligible for reappointment.

(d) The commission has the powers and duƟ es provided by law.
(e) The commission may recommend the salary of the members of the 

legislature and may recommend that the salary of the speaker of the house of 
representaƟ ves and the lieutenant governor be set at an amount higher than 
that of other members. The commission shall set the per diem of members of the 
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legislature and the lieutenant governor, and the per diem shall refl ect reasonable 
esƟ mates of costs and may be raised or lowered biennially as necessary to 
pay those costs, but the per diem may not exceed during a calendar year the 
amount allowed as of January 1 of that year for federal income tax purposes as 
a deducƟ on for living expenses incurred in a legislaƟ ve day by a state legislator 
in connecƟ on with the legislator’s business as a legislator, disregarding any 
excepƟ on in federal law for legislators residing near the Capitol.

(f) At each general elecƟ on for state and county offi  cers following a proposed 
change in salary, the voters shall approve or disapprove the salary recommended 
by the commission if the commission recommends a change in salary. If the voters 
disapprove the salary, the salary conƟ nues at the amount paid immediately 
before disapproval unƟ l another amount is recommended by the commission 
and approved by the voters. If the voters approve the salary, the approved salary 
takes eff ect January 1 of the next odd-numbered year. (Added Nov. 5, 1991.)

Sec. 25. SENATORIAL DISTRICTS. The State shall be divided into Senatorial 
Districts of conƟ guous territory, and each district shall be enƟ tled to elect one 
Senator. (Amended Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 25: 
see Appendix, Note 3.)

S e c .  2 6 .  A P P O R T I O N M E N T  O F  M E M B E R S  O F  H O U S E  O F 
REPRESENTATIVES. The members of the House of RepresentaƟ ves shall be 
apporƟ oned among the several counƟ es, according to the number of populaƟ on 
in each, as nearly as may be, on a raƟ o obtained by dividing the populaƟ on of the 
State, as ascertained by the most recent United States census, by the number 
of members of which the House is composed; provided, that whenever a single 
county has suffi  cient populaƟ on to be enƟ tled to a RepresentaƟ ve, such county 
shall be formed into a separate RepresentaƟ ve District, and when two or more 
counƟ es are required to make up the raƟ o of representaƟ on, such counƟ es shall 
be conƟ guous to each other; and when any one county has more than suffi  cient 
populaƟ on to be enƟ tled to one or more RepresentaƟ ves, such RepresentaƟ ve 
or RepresentaƟ ves shall be apporƟ oned to such county, and for any surplus of 
populaƟ on it may be joined in a RepresentaƟ ve District with any other conƟ guous 
county or counƟ es.

Sec. 26a. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
26a: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 27. ELECTIONS. ElecƟ ons for Senators and RepresentaƟ ves shall be 
general throughout the State, and shall be regulated by law.

Sec. 28. TIME FOR APPORTIONMENT; APPORTIONMENT BY LEGISLATIVE 
REDISTRICTING BOARD. The Legislature shall, at its fi rst regular session aŌ er 
the publicaƟ on of each United States decennial census, apporƟ on the state into 
senatorial and representaƟ ve districts, agreeable to the provisions of SecƟ ons 25 
and 26 of this ArƟ cle. In the event the Legislature shall at any such fi rst regular 
session following the publicaƟ on of a United States decennial census, fail to make 
such apporƟ onment, same shall be done by the LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng Board 
of Texas, which is hereby created, and shall be composed of fi ve (5) members, as 
follows: The Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House of RepresentaƟ ves, 
the AƩ orney General, the Comptroller of Public Accounts and the Commissioner 
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of the General Land Offi  ce, a majority of whom shall consƟ tute a quorum. Said 
Board shall assemble in the City of AusƟ n within ninety (90) days aŌ er the fi nal 
adjournment of such regular session. The Board shall, within sixty (60) days aŌ er 
assembling, apporƟ on the state into senatorial and representaƟ ve districts, or into 
senatorial or representaƟ ve districts, as the failure of acƟ on of such Legislature 
may make necessary. Such apporƟ onment shall be in wriƟ ng and signed by three 
(3) or more of the members of the Board duly acknowledged as the act and 
deed of such Board, and, when so executed and fi led with the Secretary of State, 
shall have force and eff ect of law. Such apporƟ onment shall become eff ecƟ ve 
at the next succeeding statewide general elecƟ on. The Supreme Court of Texas 
shall have jurisdicƟ on to compel such Board to perform its duƟ es in accordance 
with the provisions of this secƟ on by writ of mandamus or other extraordinary 
writs conformable to the usages of law. The Legislature shall provide necessary 
funds for clerical and technical aid and for other expenses incidental to the work 
of the Board, and the Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House of 
RepresentaƟ ves shall be enƟ tled to receive per diem and travel expense during 
the Board’s session in the same manner and amount as they would receive while 
aƩ ending a special session of the Legislature. (Amended Nov. 2, 1948, and Nov. 
6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 28: see Appendix, Note 3.)

PROCEEDINGS
Sec. 29. ENACTING CLAUSE OF LAWS. The enacƟ ng clause of all laws shall 

be: “Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas.”
Sec. 30. LAWS PASSED BY BILL; AMENDMENTS CHANGING PURPOSE. No 

law shall be passed, except by bill, and no bill shall be so amended in its passage 
through either House, as to change its original purpose.

Sec. 31. ORIGINATION IN EITHER HOUSE; AMENDMENT. Bills may 
originate in either House, and, when passed by such House, may be amended, 
altered or rejected by the other.

Sec. 32. READING ON THREE SEVERAL DAYS; SUSPENSION OF RULE. No 
bill shall have the force of a law, unƟ l it has been read on three several days in 
each House, and free discussion allowed thereon; but four-fi Ō hs of the House, 
in which the bill may be pending, may suspend this rule, the yeas and nays being 
taken on the quesƟ on of suspension, and entered upon the journals. (Amended 
Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 32: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 33. REVENUE BILLS. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in 
the House of RepresentaƟ ves. (Amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on 
provisions for Sec. 33: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 34. DEFEATED BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. After a bill has been 
considered and defeated by either House of the Legislature, no bill containing 
the same substance, shall be passed into a law during the same session. AŌ er a 
resoluƟ on has been acted on and defeated, no resoluƟ on containing the same 
substance, shall be considered at the same session.
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Sec. 35. SUBJECTS AND TITLES OF BILLS. (a) No bill, (except general 
appropriaƟ on bills, which may embrace the various subjects and accounts, for 
and on account of which moneys are appropriated) shall contain more than one 
subject.

(b) The rules of procedure of each house shall require that the subject of 
each bill be expressed in its Ɵ tle in a manner that gives the legislature and the 
public reasonable noƟ ce of that subject. The legislature is solely responsible for 
determining compliance with the rule.

(c) A law, including a law enacted before the eff ecƟ ve date of this subsecƟ on, 
may not be held void on the basis of an insuffi  cient Ɵ tle. (Subsec. (a) amended 
and (b) and (c) added Nov. 4, 1986.)

Sec. 36. REVIVAL OR AMENDMENT BY REFERENCE; REͳENACTMENT AND 
PUBLICATION AT LENGTH. No law shall be revived or amended by reference 
to its Ɵ tle; but in such case the act revived, or the secƟ on or secƟ ons amended, 
shall be re-enacted and published at length.

Sec. 37. REFERENCE TO COMMITTEE AND REPORT. No bill shall be 
considered, unless it has been fi rst referred to a commiƩ ee and reported thereon, 
and no bill shall be passed which has not been presented and referred to and 
reported from a commiƩ ee at least three days before the fi nal adjournment of 
the Legislature.

Sec. 38. SIGNING BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS; ENTRY ON JOURNALS. 
The presiding offi  cer of each House shall, in the presence of the House over 
which he presides, sign all bills and joint resoluƟ ons passed by the Legislature, 
aŌ er their Ɵ tles have been publicly read before signing; and the fact of signing 
shall be entered on the journals.

Sec. 39. TIME OF TAKING EFFECT OF LAWS; EMERGENCIES; ENTRY ON 
JOURNAL. No law passed by the Legislature, except the general appropriaƟ on 
act, shall take eff ect or go into force unƟ l ninety days aŌ er the adjournment of 
the session at which it was enacted, unless the Legislature shall, by a vote of 
two-thirds of all the members elected to each House, otherwise direct; said vote 
to be taken by yeas and nays, and entered upon the journals. (Amended Nov. 
2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 39: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 40. SPECIAL SESSIONS; SUBJECTS OF LEGISLATION; DURATION. 
When the Legislature shall be convened in special session, there shall be no 
legislaƟ on upon subjects other than those designated in the proclamaƟ on of 
the Governor calling such session, or presented to them by the Governor; and 
no such session shall be of longer duraƟ on than thirty days.

Sec. 41. ELECTIONS BY SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. In 
all elecƟ ons by the Senate and House of RepresentaƟ ves, jointly or separately, 
the vote shall be given viva voce, except in the elecƟ on of their offi  cers.
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REQUIREMENTS AND LIMITATIONS
Sec. 42. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 43. REVISION OF LAWS. (a) The Legislature shall provide for revising, 

digesƟ ng and publishing the laws, civil and criminal; provided, that in the adopƟ on 
of and giving eff ect to any such digest or revision, the Legislature shall not be 
limited by secƟ ons 35 and 36 of this ArƟ cle.

(b) In this secƟ on, “revision” includes a revision of the statutes on a parƟ cular 
subject and any enactment having the purpose, declared in the enactment, of 
codifying without substanƟ ve change statutes that individually relate to diff erent 
subjects. (Subsec. (a) amended and (b) added Nov. 4, 1986.)

Sec. 44. COMPENSATION OF PUBLIC OFFICERS, SERVANTS, AGENTS, 
AND CONTRACTORS; EXTRA COMPENSATION; UNAUTHORIZED CLAIMS; 
UNAUTHORIZED EMPLOYMENT. The Legislature shall provide by law for the 
compensaƟ on of all offi  cers, servants, agents and public contractors, not provided 
for in this ConsƟ tuƟ on, but shall not grant extra compensaƟ on to any offi  cer, 
agent, servant, or public contractors, aŌ er such public service shall have been 
performed or contract entered into, for the performance of the same; nor grant, 
by appropriaƟ on or otherwise, any amount of money out of the Treasury of the 
State, to any individual, on a claim, real or pretended, when the same shall not 
have been provided for by pre-exisƟ ng law; nor employ any one in the name of 
the State, unless authorized by pre-exisƟ ng law.

Sec. 45. CHANGE OF VENUE IN CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES. The power 
to change the venue in civil and criminal cases shall be vested in the courts, to 
be exercised in such manner as shall be provided by law; and the Legislature 
shall pass laws for that purpose.

Sec. 46. UNIFORMITY IN COLLECTION OF FEES. (a) In this secƟ on, “fee” 
means a fee in a criminal or civil maƩ er all or a porƟ on of which is required to 
be collected by local offi  cers, clerks, or other local personnel and remiƩ ed to 
the comptroller of public accounts for deposit in the manner provided for in the 
law imposing the fee.

(b) This secƟ on applies only if the legislature enacts by law a program to 
consolidate and standardize the collecƟ on, deposit, reporƟ ng, and remiƫ  ng of 
fees.

(c) A fee imposed by the legislature aŌ er the enactment of the program 
described by SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on is valid only if the requirements relaƟ ng 
to its collecƟ on, deposit, reporƟ ng, and remiƫ  ng conform to the program.

(d) A fee to which this secƟ on applies may take eff ect on a date before the 
next January 1 aŌ er the regular session at which the bill adopƟ ng the fee was 
enacted only if the bill is passed by a record vote of two-thirds of all the members 
elected to each house of the legislature on fi nal consideraƟ on in each house. 
(Added Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 47. LOTTERIES AND GIFT ENTERPRISES; BINGO GAMES. (a) The 
Legislature shall pass laws prohibiƟ ng loƩ eries and giŌ  enterprises in this State 
other than those authorized by SubsecƟ ons (b), (d), and (e) of this secƟ on.
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(b) The Legislature by law may authorize and regulate bingo games 
conducted by a church, synagogue, religious society, volunteer fi re department, 
nonprofi t veterans organizaƟ on, fraternal organizaƟ on, or nonprofi t organizaƟ on 
supporƟ ng medical research or treatment programs. A law enacted under this 
subsecƟ on must permit the qualifi ed voters of any county, jusƟ ce precinct, or 
incorporated city or town to determine from Ɵ me to Ɵ me by a majority vote of 
the qualifi ed voters voƟ ng on the quesƟ on at an elecƟ on whether bingo games 
may be held in the county, jusƟ ce precinct, or city or town. The law must also 
require that:

(1) all proceeds from the games are spent in Texas for charitable purposes 
of the organizaƟ ons;

(2) the games are limited to one locaƟ on as defi ned by law on property 
owned or leased by the church, synagogue, religious society, volunteer fi re 
department, nonprofi t veterans organizaƟ on, fraternal organizaƟ on, or nonprofi t 
organizaƟ on supporƟ ng medical research or treatment programs; and

(3) the games are conducted, promoted, and administered by members of 
the church, synagogue, religious society, volunteer fi re department, nonprofi t 
veterans organizaƟ on, fraternal organizaƟ on, or nonprofi t organizaƟ on supporƟ ng 
medical research or treatment programs.

(c) The law enacted by the Legislature authorizing bingo games must include:
(1) a requirement that the enƟ Ɵ es conducƟ ng the games report quarterly 

to the Comptroller of Public Accounts about the amount of proceeds that the 
enƟ Ɵ es collect from the games and the purposes for which the proceeds are 
spent; and

(2) criminal or civil penalƟ es to enforce the reporƟ ng requirement.
(d) The Legislature by general law may permit charitable raffl  es conducted 

by a qualifi ed religious society, qualifi ed volunteer fi re department, qualifi ed 
volunteer emergency medical service, or qualifi ed nonprofi t organizaƟ ons under 
the terms and condiƟ ons imposed by general law.

The law must also require that:
(1) all proceeds from the sale of Ɵ ckets for the raffl  e must be spent for the 

charitable purposes of the organizaƟ ons; and
(2) the charitable raffle is conducted, promoted, and administered 

exclusively by members of the qualifi ed religious society, qualifi ed volunteer 
fi re department, qualifi ed volunteer emergency medical service, or qualifi ed 
nonprofi t organizaƟ on.

(e) The Legislature by general law may authorize the State to operate 
loƩ eries and may authorize the State to enter into a contract with one or more 
legal enƟ Ɵ es that will operate loƩ eries on behalf of the State. (Subsec. (a) 
amended and (b) and (c) added Nov. 4, 1980; Subsec. (a) amended and (d) added 
Nov. 7, 1989; Subsec. (a) amended and (e) added Nov. 5, 1991.)

Sec. 48. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 48a. (Repealed April 22, 1975.)
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Sec. 48b. (Repealed April 22, 1975.)
Sec. 48c. (Blank.)
Sec. 48-d. (Repealed Sept. 13, 2003.)
Sec. 48-e. EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICTS. Laws may be enacted 

to provide for the establishment and creaƟ on of special districts to provide 
emergency services and to authorize the commissioners courts of parƟ cipaƟ ng 
counƟ es to levy a tax on the ad valorem property situated in said districts not to 
exceed Ten Cents (10¢) on the One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) valuaƟ on for the 
support thereof; provided that no tax shall be levied in support of said districts 
unƟ l approved by a vote of the qualifi ed voters residing therein. Such a district 
may provide emergency medical services, emergency ambulance services, rural 
fi re prevenƟ on and control services, or other emergency services authorized 
by the Legislature. (Added Nov. 3, 1987; amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 48-e: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 48-f. JAIL DISTRICTS. The legislature, by law, may provide for the 
creaƟ on, operaƟ on, and fi nancing of jail districts and may authorize each district 
to issue bonds and other obligaƟ ons and to levy an ad valorem tax on property 
located in the district to pay principal of and interest on the bonds and to pay for 
operaƟ on of the district. An ad valorem tax may not be levied and bonds secured 
by a property tax may not be issued unƟ l approved by the qualifi ed voters of the 
district voƟ ng at an elecƟ on called and held for that purpose. (Added Nov. 3, 
1987; amended Nov. 4, 1997, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions 
for Sec. 48-f: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49. STATE DEBTS. (a) No debt shall be created by or on behalf of the 
State, except:

(1) to supply casual defi ciencies of revenue, not to exceed in the aggregate 
at any one Ɵ me two hundred thousand dollars;

(2) to repel invasion, suppress insurrecƟ on, or defend the State in war;
(3) as otherwise authorized by this consƟ tuƟ on; or
(4) as authorized by SubsecƟ ons (b) through (f) of this secƟ on.
(b) The legislature, by joint resoluƟ on approved by at least two-thirds of 

the members of each house, may from Ɵ me to Ɵ me call an elecƟ on and submit 
to the eligible voters of this State one or more proposiƟ ons that, if approved by 
a majority of those voƟ ng on the quesƟ on, authorize the legislature to create 
State debt for the purposes and subject to the limitaƟ ons stated in the applicable 
proposiƟ on. Each elecƟ on and proposiƟ on must conform to the requirements 
of SubsecƟ ons (c) and (d) of this secƟ on.

(c) The legislature may call an elecƟ on during any regular session of the 
legislature or during any special session of the legislature in which the subject of 
the elecƟ on is designated in the governor’s proclamaƟ on for that special session. 
The elecƟ on may be held on any date, and noƟ ce of the elecƟ on shall be given 
for the period and in the manner required for amending this consƟ tuƟ on. The 
elecƟ on shall be held in each county in the manner provided by law for other 
statewide elecƟ ons.
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(d) A proposiƟ on must clearly describe the amount and purpose for which 
debt is to be created and must describe the source of payment for the debt. 
Except as provided by law under SubsecƟ on (f) of this secƟ on, the amount of 
debt stated in the proposiƟ on may not be exceeded and may not be renewed 
aŌ er the debt has been created unless the right to exceed or renew is stated in 
the proposiƟ on.

(e) The legislature may enact all laws necessary or appropriate to implement 
the authority granted by a proposiƟ on that is approved as provided by SubsecƟ on 
(b) of this secƟ on. A law enacted in anƟ cipaƟ on of the elecƟ on is valid if, by its 
terms, it is subject to the approval of the related proposiƟ on.

(f) State debt that is created or issued as provided by SubsecƟ on (b) of 
this secƟ on may be refunded in the manner and amount and subject to the 
condiƟ ons provided by law.

(g) State debt that is created or issued as provided by SubsecƟ ons (b) 
through (f) of this secƟ on and that is approved by the aƩ orney general in 
accordance with applicable law is incontestable for any reason. (Subsec. (a) 
amended and (b)-(g) added Nov. 5, 1991.)

Sec. 49a. FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND ESTIMATE BY COMPTROLLER OF 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS; LIMITATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. (a) It shall be the 
duty of the Comptroller of Public Accounts in advance of each Regular Session 
of the Legislature to prepare and submit to the Governor and to the Legislature 
upon its convening a statement under oath showing fully the fi nancial condiƟ on 
of the State Treasury at the close of the last fi scal period and an esƟ mate of 
the probable receipts and disbursements for the then current fi scal year. There 
shall also be contained in said statement an itemized esƟ mate of the anƟ cipated 
revenue based on the laws then in eff ect that will be received by and for the 
State from all sources showing the fund accounts to be credited during the 
succeeding biennium and said statement shall contain such other informaƟ on 
as may be required by law. Supplemental statements shall be submiƩ ed at any 
Special Session of the Legislature and at such other Ɵ mes as may be necessary 
to show probable changes.

(b) Except in the case of emergency and imperaƟ ve public necessity and 
with a four-fi Ō hs vote of the total membership of each House, no appropriaƟ on 
in excess of the cash and anƟ cipated revenue of the funds from which such 
appropriaƟ on is to be made shall be valid. No bill containing an appropriaƟ on 
shall be considered as passed or be sent to the Governor for consideraƟ on unƟ l 
and unless the Comptroller of Public Accounts endorses his cerƟ fi cate thereon 
showing that the amount appropriated is within the amount esƟ mated to be 
available in the aff ected funds. When the Comptroller fi nds an appropriaƟ on bill 
exceeds the esƟ mated revenue he shall endorse such fi nding thereon and return 
to the House in which same originated. Such informaƟ on shall be immediately 
made known to both the House of RepresentaƟ ves and the Senate and the 
necessary steps shall be taken to bring such appropriaƟ on to within the revenue, 
either by providing addiƟ onal revenue or reducing the appropriaƟ on. (Added 
Nov. 3, 1942; amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
49a: see Appendix, Note 1.)
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Sec. 49-b. VETERANS’ LAND BOARD; BOND ISSUES; VETERANS’ LAND 
FUND; VETERANS’ HOUSING ASSISTANCE FUND; VETERANS’ HOUSING 
ASSISTANCE FUND II. (a) The Veterans’ Land Board shall be composed of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Offi  ce and two (2) ciƟ zens of the State of 
Texas, one (1) of whom shall be well versed in veterans’ aff airs and one (1) of 
whom shall be well versed in fi nances. One (1) such ciƟ zen member shall, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, be appointed biennially by the Governor 
to serve for a term of four (4) years. In the event of the resignaƟ on or death of 
any such ciƟ zen member, the Governor shall appoint a replacement to serve for 
the unexpired porƟ on of the term to which the deceased or resigning member 
had been appointed. The compensaƟ on for said ciƟ zen members shall be as is 
now or may hereaŌ er be fi xed by the Legislature; and each shall make bond in 
such amount as is now or may hereaŌ er be prescribed by the Legislature.

(b) The Commissioner of the General Land Offi  ce shall act as Chairman of 
said Board and shall be the administrator of the Veterans’ Land Program under 
such terms and restricƟ ons as are now or may hereaŌ er be provided by law. 
In the absence or illness of said Commissioner, the Chief Clerk of the General 
Land Offi  ce shall be the AcƟ ng Chairman of said Board with the same duƟ es and 
powers that said Commissioner would have if present.

(c) The Veterans’ Land Board may provide for, issue and sell bonds or 
obligaƟ ons of the State of Texas as authorized by consƟ tuƟ onal amendment or by 
a debt proposiƟ on under SecƟ on 49 of this arƟ cle for the purpose of creaƟ ng the 
Veterans’ Land Fund, the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund, and the Veterans’ 
Housing Assistance Fund II.

(d) Said Veterans’ Land Fund, to the extent of the moneys aƩ ributable to 
any bonds hereaŌ er issued and sold by said Board may be used by said Board, 
as is now or may hereaŌ er be provided by law, for the purpose of paying the 
expenses of surveying, monumenƟ ng, road construcƟ on, legal fees, recordaƟ on 
fees, adverƟ sing and other like costs necessary or incidental to the purchase 
and sale, or resale, of any lands purchased with any of the moneys aƩ ributable 
to such addiƟ onal bonds, such expenses to be added to the price of such lands 
when sold, or resold, by said Board; for the purpose of paying the expenses of 
issuing, selling, and delivering any such addiƟ onal bonds; and for the purpose 
of meeƟ ng the expenses of paying the interest or principal due or to become 
due on any such addiƟ onal bonds.

(e) For purposes of this secƟ on, “veteran” means a person who saƟ sfi es the 
defi niƟ on of “veteran” as set forth by the laws of the State of Texas.

(f) The Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund shall be administered by the 
Veterans’ Land Board and shall be used for the purpose of making home mortgage 
loans to veterans for housing within the State of Texas in such quanƟ Ɵ es, on such 
terms, at such rates of interest, and under such rules and regulaƟ ons as may be 
authorized by law. The expenses of the board in connecƟ on with the issuance 
of the bonds for the benefi t of the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund and the 
making of the loans may be paid from money in the fund. The principal of and 
interest on the general obligaƟ on bonds authorized by this secƟ on for the benefi t 
of the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund shall be paid out of the money of the 



Art. 3 Sec. 49-b

22

fund, but the money of the fund which is not immediately commiƩ ed to the 
payment of principal and interest on such bonds, the making of home mortgage 
loans as herein provided, or the payment of expenses as herein provided may 
be invested as authorized by law unƟ l the money is needed for such purposes.

(g) The Veterans’ Land Fund shall be used by the Veterans’ Land Board to 
purchase lands situated in the state owned by the United States government, 
an agency of the United States government, this state, a poliƟ cal subdivision or 
agency of this state, or a person, fi rm, or corporaƟ on.

(h) Lands purchased and comprising a part of the Veterans’ Land Fund are 
declared to be held for a governmental purpose, but the individual purchasers 
of those lands shall be subject to taxaƟ on to the same extent and in the same 
manner as are purchasers of lands dedicated to the Permanent School Fund. 
The lands shall be sold to veterans in quanƟ Ɵ es, on terms, at prices, and at 
fi xed, variable, fl oaƟ ng, or other rates of interest, determined by the Board and 
in accordance with rules of the Board. Notwithstanding any provisions of this 
secƟ on to the contrary, lands in the Veterans’ Land Fund that are off ered for 
sale to veterans and that are not sold may be sold or resold to the purchasers in 
quanƟ Ɵ es, on terms, at prices, and at rates of interest determined by the Board 
and in accordance with rules of the Board.

(i) The expenses of the Board in connecƟ on with the issuance of the bonds 
for the benefi t of the Veterans’ Land Fund and the purchase and sale of the lands 
may be paid from money in the Veterans’ Land Fund.

(j) The Veterans’ Land Fund shall consist of:
(1) lands heretofore or hereaŌ er purchased by the Board;
(2) money aƩ ributable to bonds heretofore or hereaŌ er issued and sold by 

the Board for the fund, including proceeds from the issuance and sale of the bonds;
(3) money received from the sale or resale of lands or rights in lands 

purchased from those proceeds;
(4) money received from the sale or resale of lands or rights in lands 

purchased with other money aƩ ributable to the bonds;
(5) proceeds derived from the sale or other disposiƟ on of the Board’s interest 

in contracts for the sale or resale of lands or rights in lands;
(6) interest and penalƟ es received from the sale or resale of lands or rights 

in lands;
(7) bonuses, income, rents, royalƟ es, and other pecuniary benefi ts received 

by the Board from lands;
(8) money received by way of indemnity or forfeiture for the failure of a 

bidder for the purchase of bonds to comply with the bid and accept and pay for 
the bonds or for the failure of a bidder for the purchase of lands comprising a 
part of the Veterans’ Land Fund to comply with the bid and accept and pay for 
the lands;
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(9) payments received by the Board under a bond enhancement agreement 
with respect to the bonds; and

(10) interest received from investments of money in the fund.
(k) The principal of and interest on the general obligaƟ on bonds for the 

benefi t of the Veterans’ Land Fund, including payments by the Board under a 
bond enhancement agreement with respect to principal of or interest on the 
bonds, shall be paid out of the money of the Veterans’ Land Fund, but the money 
in the fund that is not immediately commiƩ ed to the payment of principal and 
interest on the bonds, the purchase of lands, or the payment of expenses may 
be invested as authorized by law unƟ l the money is needed for those purposes.

(l) The Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund II is a separate and disƟ nct fund 
from the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund. Money in the Veterans’ Housing 
Assistance Fund II shall be administered by the Veterans’ Land Board and shall 
be used to make home mortgage loans to veterans for housing within this state 
in quanƟ Ɵ es, on terms, and at fi xed, variable, fl oaƟ ng, or other rates of interest, 
determined by the Board and in accordance with rules of the Board. The expenses 
of the Board in connecƟ on with the issuance of the bonds for the benefi t of the 
Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund II and the making of the loans may be paid 
from money in the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund II.

(m) The Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund II shall consist of:
(1) the Board’s interest in home mortgage loans the Board makes to veterans 

from money in the fund under the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Program 
established by law;

(2) proceeds derived from the sale or other disposiƟ on of the Board’s interest 
in home mortgage loans;

(3) money aƩ ributable to bonds issued and sold by the Board to provide 
money for the fund, including the proceeds from the issuance and sale of bonds;

(4) income, rents, and other pecuniary benefi ts received by the Board as a 
result of making loans;

(5) money received by way of indemnity or forfeiture for the failure of a 
bidder for the purchase of bonds to comply with the bid and accept and pay 
for the bonds;

(6) payments received by the Board under a bond enhancement agreement 
with respect to the bonds; and

(7) interest received from investments of money.
(n) The principal of and interest on the general obligaƟ on bonds for the 

benefi t of the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund II, including payments by the 
Board under a bond enhancement agreement with respect to principal of or 
interest on the bonds, shall be paid out of the money of the Veterans’ Housing 
Assistance Fund II, but the money in the fund that is not immediately commiƩ ed 
to the payment of principal and interest on the bonds, the making of home 
mortgage loans, or the payment of expenses may be invested as authorized by 
law unƟ l the money is needed for those purposes.
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(o) The Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund shall consist of:
(1) the Board’s interest in home mortgage loans the Board makes to veterans 

from money in the fund under the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Program 
established by law;

(2) proceeds derived from the sale or other disposiƟ on of the Board’s interest 
in home mortgage loans;

(3) money aƩ ributable to bonds issued and sold by the Board to provide 
money for the fund, including proceeds from the issuance and sale of bonds;

(4) income, rents, and other pecuniary benefi ts received by the Board as a 
result of making loans;

(5) money received by way of indemnity or forfeiture for the failure of a 
bidder for the purchase of bonds to comply with the bid and accept and pay 
for the bonds;

(6) payments received by the Board under a bond enhancement agreement 
with respect to the bonds; and

(7) interest received from investments of money.
(p) The principal of and interest on the general obligaƟ on bonds for the 

benefi t of the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund, including payments by the 
Board under a bond enhancement agreement with respect to principal of or 
interest on the bonds, shall be paid out of money in the Veterans’ Housing 
Assistance Fund.

(q) If there is not enough money in the Veterans’ Land Fund, the Veterans’ 
Housing Assistance Fund, or the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund II, as the case 
may be, available to pay the principal of and interest on the general obligaƟ on 
bonds benefi Ɵ ng those funds, including money to make payments by the Board 
under a bond enhancement agreement with respect to principal of or interest 
on the bonds, there is appropriated out of the fi rst money coming into the 
treasury in each fi scal year, not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, 
an amount that is suffi  cient to pay the principal of and interest on the general 
obligaƟ on bonds that mature or become due during that fi scal year or to make 
bond enhancement payments with respect to those bonds.

(r) Receipts of all kinds of the Veterans’ Land Fund, the Veterans’ Housing 
Assistance Fund, or the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund II that the Board 
determines are not required for the payment of principal of and interest on the 
general obligaƟ on bonds benefi Ɵ ng those funds, including payments by the Board 
under a bond enhancement agreement with respect to principal of or interest 
on the bonds, may be used by the Board, to the extent not inconsistent with the 
proceedings authorizing the bonds to:

(1) make temporary transfers to another of those funds to avoid a temporary 
cash defi ciency in that fund or make a transfer to another of those funds for the 
purposes of that fund;

(2) pay the principal of and interest on general obligaƟ on bonds issued to 
provide money for another of those funds or make bond enhancement payments 
with respect to the bonds; or
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(3) pay the principal of and interest on revenue bonds of the Board or make 
bond enhancement payments with respect to the bonds.

(s) If the Board determines that assets from the Veterans’ Land Fund, the 
Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund, or the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund II 
are not required for the purposes of the fund, the Board may:

(1) transfer the assets to another of those funds;
(2) use the assets to secure revenue bonds issued by the Board;
(3) use the assets to plan and design, operate, maintain, enlarge, or improve 

veterans cemeteries; or
(4) use the assets to plan and design, construct, acquire, own, operate, 

maintain, enlarge, improve, furnish, or equip veterans homes.
(t) The revenue bonds shall be special obligaƟ ons of the Board and payable 

only from and secured only by receipts of the funds, assets transferred from the 
funds, and other revenues and assets as determined by the Board and shall not 
consƟ tute indebtedness of the state or the Veterans’ Land Board. The Board may 
issue revenue bonds from Ɵ me to Ɵ me, which bonds may not exceed an aggregate 
principal amount that the Board determines can be fully reƟ red from the receipts 
of the funds, the assets transferred from the funds, and the other revenues and 
assets pledged to the reƟ rement of the revenue bonds. Notwithstanding the rate 
of interest specifi ed by any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, revenue bonds 
shall bear a rate or rates of interest the Board determines. A determinaƟ on 
made by the Board under this subsecƟ on shall be binding and conclusive as to 
the maƩ er determined.

(u) The bonds authorized to be issued and sold by the Veterans’ Land 
Board shall be issued and sold in forms and denominaƟ ons, on terms, at Ɵ mes, 
in the manner, at places, and in installments the Board determines. The bonds 
shall bear a rate or rates of interest the Board determines. The bonds shall be 
incontestable aŌ er execuƟ on by the Board, approval by the AƩ orney General of 
Texas, and delivery to the purchaser or purchasers of the bonds.

(v) This Amendment being intended only to establish a basic framework 
and not to be a comprehensive treatment of the Veterans’ Housing Assistance 
Program and the Veterans’ Land Program, there is hereby reposed in the 
Legislature full power to implement and eff ectuate the design and objects of 
this Amendment, including the power to delegate such duƟ es, responsibiliƟ es, 
funcƟ ons, and authority to the Veterans’ Land Board as it believes necessary.

(w) The Veterans’ Land Board may provide for, issue, and sell general 
obligaƟ on bonds of the state for the purpose of selling land to veterans of the 
state or providing home or land mortgage loans to veterans of the state in a 
principal amount of outstanding bonds that must at all Ɵ mes be equal to or less 
than the aggregate principal amount of state general obligaƟ on bonds previously 
authorized for those purposes by prior consƟ tuƟ onal amendments. Bonds and 
other obligaƟ ons issued or executed under the authority of this subsecƟ on 
may not be included in the computaƟ on required by SecƟ on 49-j of this arƟ cle. 
The bond proceeds shall be deposited in or used to benefi t and augment the 
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Veterans’ Land Fund, the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund, or the Veterans’ 
Housing Assistance Fund II, as determined appropriate by the Veterans’ Land 
Board, and shall be administered and invested as provided by law. Payments 
of principal and interest on the bonds, including payments made under a bond 
enhancement agreement with respect to principal of or interest on the bonds, 
shall be made from the sources and in the manner provided by this secƟ on for 
general obligaƟ on bonds issued for the benefi t of the applicable fund. (Added 
Nov. 7, 1946, amended Nov. 13, 1951, Nov. 6, 1956, Nov. 8, 1960, Nov. 6, 1962, 
Nov. 11, 1967, Nov. 6, 1973, Nov. 8, 1977, Nov. 3, 1981, Nov. 5, 1985, and Nov. 5, 
1991; Secs. 49-b, 49-b-1, 49-b-2, and 49-b-3 combined, reenacted as Sec. 49-b 
and amended Nov. 2, 1999; Subsec. (s) amended and (w) added Nov. 6, 2001; 
Subsecs. (r) and (s) amended Sept. 13, 2003; Subsec. (w) amended Nov. 3, 2009; 
Subsec. (h) amended Nov. 8, 2011.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
49-b: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49-c. TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD; BOND ISSUE; TEXAS 
WATER DEVELOPMENT FUND. (a) The Texas Water Development Board, an 
agency of the State of Texas, shall exercise such powers as necessary under this 
provision together with such other duƟ es and restricƟ ons as may be prescribed 
by law. The qualifi caƟ ons, compensaƟ on, and number of members of said Board 
shall be determined by law. They shall be appointed by the Governor with the 
advice and consent of the Senate in the manner and for such terms as may be 
prescribed by law.

(b) The Texas Water Development Board shall have the authority to provide 
for, issue and sell general obligaƟ on bonds of the State of Texas as authorized 
by consƟ tuƟ onal amendment or by a debt proposiƟ on under SecƟ on 49 of this 
arƟ cle. The bonds shall be called “Texas Water Development Bonds,” shall be 
executed in such form, denominaƟ ons and upon such terms as may be prescribed 
by law, and may be issued in such installments as the Board fi nds feasible and 
pracƟ cal in accomplishing the purpose set forth herein.

(c) All moneys received from the sale of the bonds shall be deposited in 
a fund hereby created in the State Treasury to be known as the Texas Water 
Development Fund to be administered (without further appropriaƟ on) by the 
Texas Water Development Board in such manner as prescribed by law.

(d) Such fund shall be used only for the purpose of aiding or making funds 
available upon such terms and condiƟ ons as the Legislature may prescribe, to the 
various poliƟ cal subdivisions or bodies poliƟ c and corporate of the State of Texas 
including river authoriƟ es, conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on districts and districts 
created or organized or authorized to be created or organized under ArƟ cle 
XVI, SecƟ on 59 or ArƟ cle III, SecƟ on 52, of this ConsƟ tuƟ on, interstate compact 
commissions to which the State of Texas is a party and municipal corporaƟ ons, in 
the conservaƟ on and development of the water resources of this State, including 
the control, storing and preservaƟ on of its storm and fl ood waters and the waters 
of its rivers and streams, for all useful and lawful purposes by the acquisiƟ on, 
improvement, extension, or construcƟ on of dams, reservoirs and other water 
storage projects, including any system necessary for the transportaƟ on of water 
from storage to points of treatment and/or distribuƟ on, including faciliƟ es for 
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transporƟ ng water therefrom to wholesale purchasers, or for any one or more 
of such purposes or methods.

(e) Any or all fi nancial assistance as provided herein shall be repaid with 
interest upon such terms, condiƟ ons and manner of repayment as may be 
provided by law.

(f) While any of the Texas Water Development Bonds, or any interest on 
any of such bonds, is outstanding and unpaid, there is hereby appropriated out 
of the fi rst moneys coming into the Treasury in each fi scal year, not otherwise 
appropriated by this ConsƟ tuƟ on, an amount which is suffi  cient to pay the 
principal and interest on such bonds that mature or become due during such 
fi scal year, less the amount in the sinking fund at the close of the prior fi scal year.

(g) The Legislature may provide for the investment of moneys available in the 
Texas Water Development Fund, and the interest and sinking funds established 
for the payment of bonds issued by the Texas Water Development Board. Income 
from such investment shall be used for the purposes prescribed by the Legislature. 
The Legislature may also make appropriaƟ ons from the General Revenue Fund 
for paying administraƟ ve expenses of the Board.

(h) From the moneys received by the Texas Water Development Board as 
repayment of principal for fi nancial assistance or as interest thereon, there shall 
be deposited in the interest and sinking fund for the bonds suffi  cient moneys 
to pay the interest and principal to become due during the ensuing year and 
suffi  cient to establish and maintain a reserve in said fund equal to the average 
annual principal and interest requirements on all outstanding bonds. If any year 
moneys are received in excess of the foregoing requirements then such excess 
shall be deposited to the Texas Water Development Fund, and may be used for 
administraƟ ve expenses of the Board and for the same purposes and upon the 
same terms and condiƟ ons prescribed for the proceeds derived from the sale 
of such State bonds.

(i) All Texas Water Development Bonds shall aŌ er approval by the AƩ orney 
General, registraƟ on by the Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of Texas, 
and delivery to the purchasers, be incontestable and shall consƟ tute general 
obligaƟ ons of the State of Texas under the ConsƟ tuƟ on of Texas. (Added Nov. 5, 
1957; amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 49-c: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49-d. ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT OF WATER STORAGE 
FACILITIES; FILTRATION, TREATMENT, AND TRANSPORTATION OF WATER; 
ENLARGEMENT OF RESERVOIRS. (a) It is hereby declared to be the policy 
of the State of Texas to encourage the opƟ mum development of the limited 
number of feasible sites available for the construcƟ on or enlargement of dams 
and reservoirs for conservaƟ on of the public waters of the state, which waters 
are held in trust for the use and benefi t of the public, and to encourage the 
opƟ mum regional development of systems built for the fi ltraƟ on, treatment, 
and transmission of water and wastewater. The proceeds from the sale of bonds 
deposited in the Texas Water Development Fund may be used by the Texas Water 
Development Board, under such provisions as the Legislature may prescribe by 
General Law, including the requirement of a permit for storage or benefi cial use, 



Art. 3 Sec. 49-d

28

for the addiƟ onal purposes of acquiring and developing storage faciliƟ es, and 
any system or works necessary for the fi ltraƟ on, treatment and transportaƟ on 
of water or waste water, or for any one or more of such purposes or methods, 
whether or not such a system or works is connected with a reservoir in which the 
state has a fi nancial interest; provided, however, the Texas Water Development 
Fund or any other state fund provided for water development, transmission, 
transfer or fi ltraƟ on shall not be used to fi nance any project which contemplates 
or results in the removal from the basin of origin of any surface water necessary 
to supply the reasonably foreseeable future water requirements for the next 
ensuing fi Ō y-year period within the river basin of origin, except on a temporary, 
interim basis.

(b) Under such provisions as the Legislature may prescribe by General 
Law the Texas Water Development Fund may be used for the conservaƟ on and 
development of water for useful purposes by construcƟ on or reconstrucƟ on or 
enlargement of reservoirs constructed or to be constructed or enlarged within 
the State of Texas or on any stream consƟ tuƟ ng a boundary of the State of Texas, 
together with any system or works necessary for the fi ltraƟ on, treatment and/
or transportaƟ on of water, by any one or more of the following governmental 
agencies: by the United States of America or any agency, department or 
instrumentality thereof; by the State of Texas or any agency, department or 
instrumentality thereof; by poliƟ cal subdivisions or bodies poliƟ c and corporate 
of the state; by interstate compact commissions to which the State of Texas is 
a party; and by municipal corporaƟ ons. The Legislature shall provide terms and 
condiƟ ons under which the Texas Water Development Board may sell, transfer 
or lease, in whole or in part, any reservoir and associated system or works which 
the Texas Water Development Board has fi nanced in whole or in part.

(c) Under such provisions as the Legislature may prescribe by General Law, 
the Texas Water Development Board may also execute long-term contracts with 
the United States or any of its agencies for the acquisiƟ on and development of 
storage faciliƟ es in reservoirs constructed or to be constructed by the Federal 
Government. Such contracts when executed shall consƟ tute general obligaƟ ons 
of the State of Texas in the same manner and with the same eff ect as state bonds 
issued under the authority of SecƟ on 49-c of this arƟ cle, and the provisions of 
SecƟ on 49-c of this arƟ cle with respect to payment of principal and interest on 
state bonds issued shall likewise apply with respect to payment of principal and 
interest required to be paid by such contracts. If storage faciliƟ es are acquired 
for a term of years, such contracts shall contain provisions for renewal that will 
protect the state’s investment.

(d) The Legislature shall provide terms and condiƟ ons for the Texas Water 
Development Board to sell, transfer or lease, in whole or in part, any acquired 
faciliƟ es or the right to use such faciliƟ es at a price not less than the direct cost 
of the Board in acquiring same; and the Legislature may provide terms and 
condiƟ ons for the Board to sell any unappropriated public waters of the state 
that might be stored in such faciliƟ es. As a prerequisite to the purchase of such 
storage or water, the applicant therefor shall have secured a valid permit from the 
state authorizing the acquisiƟ on of such storage faciliƟ es or the water impounded 
therein. The money received from any sale, transfer or lease of faciliƟ es shall be 
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used to pay principal and interest on state bonds issued or contractual obligaƟ ons 
incurred by the Texas Water Development Board, provided that when moneys 
are suffi  cient to pay the full amount of indebtedness then outstanding and the 
full amount of interest to accrue thereon, any further sums received from the 
sale, transfer or lease of such faciliƟ es shall be deposited and used as provided by 
law. Money received from the sale of water, which shall include standby service, 
may be used for the operaƟ on and maintenance of acquired faciliƟ es, and for 
the payment of principal and interest on debt incurred. (Added Nov. 6, 1962; 
amended Nov. 8, 1966, Nov. 5, 1985, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on 
provisions for Sec. 49-d: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49-d-1. ADDITIONAL TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BONDS. 
(a) The Texas Water Development Board may issue Texas Water Development 
Bonds as authorized by consƟ tuƟ onal amendment or by a debt proposiƟ on 
under SecƟ on 49 of this arƟ cle to provide grants, loans, or any combinaƟ on 
of grants and loans for water quality enhancement purposes as established by 
the Legislature to poliƟ cal subdivisions or bodies poliƟ c and corporate of the 
State of Texas, including municipal corporaƟ ons, river authoriƟ es, conservaƟ on 
and reclamaƟ on districts, and districts created or organized or authorized to be 
created or organized under ArƟ cle XVI, SecƟ on 59, or ArƟ cle III, SecƟ on 52, of this 
ConsƟ tuƟ on, State agencies, and interstate agencies and compact commissions 
to which the State of Texas is a party, and upon such terms and condiƟ ons as 
the Legislature may authorize by general law. The bonds shall be issued for such 
terms, in such denominaƟ ons, form and installments, and upon such condiƟ ons 
as the Legislature may authorize.

(b) The Texas Water Development Fund shall be used for the purposes 
heretofore permiƩ ed by, and subject to the limitaƟ ons in this SecƟ on and 
SecƟ ons 49-c and 49-d; provided, however, that the fi nancial assistance may be 
made subject only to the availability of funds. (Added May 18, 1971; Subsec. (a) 
amended Nov. 2, 1976; Subsec. (a) amended, Subsecs. (b) and (c) deleted, Subsec. 
(d) amended and redesignated Subsec. (b), and Subsecs. (e) and (f) deleted Nov. 
2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 49-d-1: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49-d-2. ADDITIONAL BONDING AUTHORITY OF TEXAS WATER 
DEVELOPMENT BOARD; DEDICATED USE OF SOME PROCEEDS. The Texas 
Water Development Board may issue Texas Water Development Bonds for fl ood 
control projects and for any acquisiƟ on or construcƟ on necessary to achieve 
structural and nonstructural fl ood control purposes. (Added Nov. 5, 1985; Subsec. 
(a) amended and Subsecs. (b)-(e) deleted Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on 
provisions for Sec. 49-d-2: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49-d-3. CREATION AND USE OF SPECIAL FUNDS FOR WATER PROJECTS. 
(a) The legislature by law may create one or more special funds in the state 
treasury for use for or in aid of water conservaƟ on, water development, water 
quality enhancement, fl ood control, drainage, subsidence control, recharge, 
chloride control, agricultural soil and water conservaƟ on, desalinizaƟ on or any 
combinaƟ on of those purposes, may make money in a special fund available to 
ciƟ es, counƟ es, special governmental districts and authoriƟ es, and other poliƟ cal 
subdivisions of the state for use for the purposes for which the fund was created 
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by grants, loans, or any other means, and may appropriate money to any of the 
special funds to carry out the purposes of this secƟ on.

(b) Money deposited in a special fund created under this secƟ on may not 
be used to fi nance or aid any project that contemplates or results in the removal 
from the basin of origin of any surface water necessary to supply the reasonably 
foreseeable water requirements for the next ensuing 50-year period within the 
river basin of origin, except on a temporary, interim basis. (Added Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 49-d-4. BOND INSURANCE PROGRAM FOR WATER PROJECTS. (a) In 
addiƟ on to other programs authorized by this consƟ tuƟ on, the legislature by 
law may provide for the creaƟ on, administraƟ on, and implementaƟ on of a bond 
insurance program to which the state pledges its general credit in an amount not 
to exceed $250 million to insure the payment in whole or in part of the principal 
of and interest on bonds or other obligaƟ ons that are issued by ciƟ es, counƟ es, 
special governmental districts and authoriƟ es, and other poliƟ cal subdivisions 
of the state as defi ned by law for use for or in aid of water conservaƟ on, water 
development, water quality enhancement, fl ood control, drainage, recharge, 
chloride control, desalinizaƟ on, or any combinaƟ on of those purposes.

(b) The legislature by law shall designate the state agency to administer the 
bond insurance program and may authorize that agency to execute insurance 
contracts that bind the state to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds if 
the bonds are in default or the bonds are subject to impending default, subject 
to the limits provided by this secƟ on and by law.

(c) The payment by the state of any insurance commitment made under 
this secƟ on must be made from the fi rst money coming into the state treasury 
that is not otherwise dedicated by this consƟ tuƟ on.

(d) Notwithstanding the total amount of bonds insured under this secƟ on, 
the total amount paid and not recovered by the state under this secƟ on, excluding 
the costs of administraƟ on, may not exceed $250 million.

(e) Except on a two-thirds vote of the members elected to each house of 
the legislature, the raƟ o of bonds insured to the total liability of the state must 
be two to one.

(f) Except on a two-thirds vote of the members elected to each house of the 
legislature, the state agency administering the bond insurance program may not 
authorize bond insurance coverage under the program in any state fi scal year 
that exceeds a total of $100 million.

(g) Unless authorized to conƟ nue by a two-thirds vote of the members 
elected to each house, this secƟ on and the bond insurance program authorized 
by this secƟ on expire on the sixth anniversary of the date on which this secƟ on 
becomes a part of the consƟ tuƟ on. However, bond insurance issued before the 
expiraƟ on of this secƟ on and the program is not aff ected by the expiraƟ on of 
this secƟ on and the program and remains in eff ect according to its terms, and 
the state is required to fulfi ll all of the terms of that previously issued insurance. 
(Added Nov. 5, 1985.)
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Sec. 49-d-5. EXTENSION OF BENEFITS TO NONPROFIT WATER SUPPLY 
CORPORATIONS. For the purpose of any program established or authorized 
by this arƟ cle and administered by the Texas Water Development Board, the 
legislature by law may extend any benefi ts to nonprofi t water supply corporaƟ ons 
that it may extend to a district created or organized under ArƟ cle XVI, SecƟ on 59, 
of this consƟ tuƟ on. (Added Nov. 5, 1985; amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 49-d-5: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49-d-6. ADDITIONAL TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BONDS; USE 
OF BONDS; REVIEW AND APPROVAL. The legislature may require review and 
approval of the issuance of Texas Water Development Bonds, of the use of the 
bond proceeds, or of the rules adopted by an agency to govern use of the bond 
proceeds. Notwithstanding any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, any enƟ ty 
created or directed to conduct this review and approval may include members 
or appointees of members of the execuƟ ve, legislaƟ ve, and judicial departments 
of state government. (Added Nov. 3, 1987; Subsecs. (a), (c), and (d) deleted and 
Subsec. (b) amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
49-d-6: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49-d-7. ADDITIONAL TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BONDS; USE 
OF BONDS AND PROCEEDS; REVIEW AND APPROVAL. (a) The Texas Water 
Development Board may use the proceeds of Texas water development bonds 
issued for the purposes provided by SecƟ on 49-c of this arƟ cle for the addiƟ onal 
purpose of providing fi nancial assistance, on terms and condiƟ ons provided 
by law, to various poliƟ cal subdivisions and bodies poliƟ c and corporate of the 
state and to nonprofi t water supply corporaƟ ons to provide for acquisiƟ on, 
improvement, extension, or construcƟ on of water supply projects that involve 
the distribuƟ on of water to points of delivery to wholesale or retail customers.

(b) The legislature may provide by law for subsidized loans and grants from 
the proceeds of Texas water development bonds to provide wholesale and retail 
water and wastewater faciliƟ es to economically distressed areas of the state 
as defi ned by law, provided, the principal amount of bonds that may be issued 
for the purposes under this subsecƟ on may not exceed $250 million. Separate 
accounts shall be established in the water development fund for administering 
the proceeds of bonds issued for purposes under this subsecƟ on, and an interest 
and sinking fund separate from and not subject to the limitaƟ ons of the interest 
and sinking fund created for other Texas water development bonds is established 
in the State Treasury to be used for paying the principal of and interest on bonds 
for the purposes of this subsecƟ on. While any of the bonds authorized for the 
purposes of this subsecƟ on or any of the interest on those bonds is outstanding 
and unpaid, there is appropriated out of the fi rst money coming into the State 
Treasury in each fi scal year, not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, 
an amount that is suffi  cient to pay the principal of and interest on those bonds 
issued for the purposes under this subsecƟ on that mature or become due during 
that fi scal year. (Added Nov. 7, 1989; Subsec. (e) amended Nov. 5, 1991; Subsec. 
(a) deleted, Subsec. (b) redesignated Subsec. (a), Subsecs. (c) and (d) deleted, 
Subsec. (e) amended and redesignated Subsec. (b), and Subsec. (f) deleted Nov. 2, 
1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 49-d-7: see Appendix, Note 1.)
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Sec. 49-d-8. TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT FUND II. (a) The Texas Water 
Development Fund II is in the state treasury as a fund separate and disƟ nct from 
the Texas Water Development Fund established under SecƟ on 49-c of this arƟ cle. 
Money in the Texas Water Development Fund II shall be administered without 
further appropriaƟ on by the Texas Water Development Board and shall be used 
for any one or more of the purposes currently or formerly authorized by SecƟ ons 
49-c, 49-d, 49-d-1, 49-d-2, 49-d-5, 49-d-6, and 49-d-7 of this arƟ cle, as determined 
by the Texas Water Development Board. Separate accounts shall be established 
in the Texas Water Development Fund II for administering proceedings related to 
the purposes described in SecƟ on 49-d of this arƟ cle, the purposes described in 
SubsecƟ on (b) of SecƟ on 49-d-7 of this arƟ cle, and all other authorized purposes. 
The Texas Water Development Board is hereby authorized, at its determinaƟ on, 
to issue general obligaƟ on bonds for one or more accounts of the Texas Water 
Development Fund II in an aggregate principal amount equal to the amount of 
bonds previously authorized pursuant to former SecƟ on 49-d-6 and SecƟ ons 
49-d-2 and 49-d-7 of this arƟ cle less the amount of bonds issued pursuant to 
those secƟ ons to augment the Texas Water Development Fund and the amount 
of bonds issued to augment the Texas Water Development Fund II. Nothing 
in this secƟ on, however, shall grant to the Texas Water Development Board 
the authority to issue bonds in excess of the total amount of those previously 
authorized bonds or to issue bonds for purposes described in SubsecƟ on (b) 
of SecƟ on 49-d-7 of this arƟ cle in excess of $250 million. The expenses of the 
Texas Water Development Board in connecƟ on with the issuance of bonds for 
an account of the Texas Water Development Fund II and administraƟ on of such 
account may be paid from money in such account.

(b) The Texas Water Development Board is hereby authorized, at its 
determinaƟ on, to issue general obligaƟ on bonds for one or more accounts of 
the Texas Water Development Fund II in order to refund outstanding bonds 
previously issued to augment the Texas Water Development Fund, as long as 
the principal amount of the refunding bonds does not exceed the outstanding 
principal amount of the refunded bonds, and to refund the general obligaƟ on 
of the State of Texas under long-term contracts entered into by the Texas 
Water Development Board with the United States or any of its agencies under 
authority granted by SecƟ on 49-d of this arƟ cle, as long as the principal amount 
of the refunding bonds does not exceed the principal amount of the contractual 
obligaƟ on of the Texas Water Development Board. Money and assets in the 
Texas Water Development Fund aƩ ributable to such refunding bonds shall be 
transferred to the appropriate account of the Texas Water Development Fund 
II, as determined by the Texas Water Development Board, to the extent not 
inconsistent with the proceedings authorizing any outstanding bonds issued to 
augment the Texas Water Development Fund and the terms of any long-term 
contracts entered into by the Texas Water Development Board with the 
United States or any of its agencies. In addiƟ on, the Texas Water Development 
Board may transfer other moneys and assets in the Texas Water Development 
Fund to the appropriate account of the Texas Water Development Fund II, as 
determined by the Texas Water Development Board, without the necessity of 
issuing refunding bonds to eff ect the transfer, to the extent not inconsistent 
with the proceedings authorizing any outstanding bonds issued to augment 
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the Texas Water Development Fund. Further, at such Ɵ me as all bonds issued to 
augment the Texas Water Development Fund and all such contractual obligaƟ ons 
have been paid or otherwise discharged, all money and assets in the Texas 
Water Development Fund shall be transferred to the credit of the Texas Water 
Development Fund II and deposited to the accounts therein, as determined by 
the Texas Water Development Board.

(c) Subject to the limitaƟ ons set forth in SecƟ on 49-d of this arƟ cle, the 
legislature shall provide terms and condiƟ ons under which the Texas Water 
Development Board may sell, transfer, or lease, in whole or in part, faciliƟ es 
held for the account established within the Texas Water Development Fund II for 
administering proceedings related to the purposes described in SecƟ on 49-d of 
this arƟ cle, and the legislature may provide terms and condiƟ ons under which the 
Texas Water Development Board may sell any unappropriated public waters of the 
state that may be stored in such faciliƟ es. Money received from any sale, transfer, 
or lease of such faciliƟ es or water shall be credited to the account established 
within the Texas Water Development Fund II for the purpose of administering 
proceedings related to the purposes described in SecƟ on 49-d of this arƟ cle.

(d) Each account of the Texas Water Development Fund II shall consist of:
(1) the Texas Water Development Board’s rights to receive repayment of 

fi nancial assistance provided from such account, together with any evidence of 
such rights;

(2) money received from the sale or other disposiƟ on of the Texas Water 
Development Board’s rights to receive repayment of such fi nancial assistance;

(3) money received as repayment of such fi nancial assistance;
(4) money and assets aƩ ributable to bonds issued and sold by the Texas 

Water Development Board for such account, including money and assets 
transferred from the Texas Water Development Fund pursuant to this secƟ on;

(5) money deposited in such account pursuant to SubsecƟ on (c) of this 
secƟ on;

(6) payments received by the Texas Water Development Board under a bond 
enhancement agreement as authorized by law with respect to bonds issued for 
such account; and

(7) interest and other income received from investment of money in such 
account.

(e) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this arƟ cle, the principal of 
and interest on the general obligaƟ on bonds issued for an account of the Texas 
Water Development Fund II, including payments by the Texas Water Development 
Board under a bond enhancement agreement as authorized by law with respect 
to principal of or interest on such bonds, shall be paid out of such account, but 
the money in such account that is not immediately commiƩ ed to the purposes 
of such account or the payment of expenses may be invested as authorized by 
law unƟ l the money is needed for those purposes. If there is not enough money 
in any account available to pay the principal of and interest on the general 
obligaƟ on bonds issued for such account, including money to make payments by 



Art. 3 Sec. 49-d-9

34

the Texas Water Development Board under a bond enhancement agreement as 
authorized by law with respect to principal of or interest on such bonds, there is 
appropriated out of the fi rst money coming into the state treasury in each fi scal 
year not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on an amount that is suffi  cient 
to pay the principal of and interest on such general obligaƟ on bonds that mature 
or become due during that fi scal year or to make bond enhancement payments 
with respect to those bonds.

(f) The general obligaƟ on bonds authorized by this secƟ on may be issued 
as bonds, notes, or other obligaƟ ons as permiƩ ed by law and shall be sold in 
forms and denominaƟ ons, on terms, at Ɵ mes, in the manner, at places, and in 
installments, all as determined by the Texas Water Development Board. The 
bonds shall bear a rate or rates of interest the Texas Water Development Board 
determines. The bonds authorized by this secƟ on shall be incontestable aŌ er 
execuƟ on by the Texas Water Development Board, approval by the aƩ orney 
general, and delivery to the purchaser or purchasers of the bonds.

(g) This secƟ on being intended only to establish a basic framework and not 
to be a comprehensive treatment of the Texas Water Development Fund II, there 
is hereby reposed in the legislature full power to implement and eff ectuate the 
design and objects of this secƟ on, including the power to delegate such duƟ es, 
responsibiliƟ es, funcƟ ons, and authority to the Texas Water Development Board 
as it believes necessary.

(h) The Texas Water Development Fund II, including any account in that 
fund, may not be used to fi nance or aid any project that contemplates or results 
in the removal from the basin of origin of any surface water necessary to supply 
the reasonably foreseeable future water requirements for the next ensuing 
50-year period within the river basin of origin, except on a temporary, interim 
basis. (Added Nov. 4, 1997; Subsecs. (a), (b), and (e) amended Nov. 2, 1999.) 
(Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 49-d-8: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49-d-9. ISSUANCE OF ADDITIONAL GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS. 
(a) The Texas Water Development Board may issue addiƟ onal general obligaƟ on 
bonds, at its determinaƟ on, for one or more accounts of the Texas Water 
Development Fund II, in an amount not to exceed $2 billion. Of the addiƟ onal 
general obligaƟ on bonds authorized to be issued, $50 million of those bonds 
shall be used for the water infrastructure fund as provided by law.

(b) SecƟ on 49-d-8 of this arƟ cle applies to the bonds authorized by this 
secƟ on. The limitaƟ on in SecƟ on 49-d-8 of this arƟ cle that the Texas Water 
Development Board may not issue bonds in excess of the aggregate principal 
amount of previously authorized bonds does not apply to the bonds authorized 
by and issued under this secƟ on.

(c) A limitaƟ on on the percentage of state parƟ cipaƟ on in any single project 
imposed by this arƟ cle does not apply to a project funded with the proceeds of 
bonds issued under the authority of SecƟ on 49-d-8 of this arƟ cle or this secƟ on. 
(Added Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 49-d-10. BONDS TO FUND ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
ECONOMICALLY DISTRESSED AREAS. (a) The Texas Water Development Board 
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may issue addiƟ onal general obligaƟ on bonds, at its determinaƟ on, for the 
economically distressed areas program account of the Texas Water Development 
Fund II, in an amount not to exceed $250 million. The bonds shall be used to 
provide fi nancial assistance to economically distressed areas of the state as 
defi ned by law.

(b) SecƟ on 49-d-8(e) of this arƟ cle applies to the bonds authorized by this 
secƟ on. (Added Nov. 6, 2007.)

Sec. 49-d-11. CONTINUING AUTHORIZATION FOR ADDITIONAL BONDS 
FOR TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT FUND II. (a) In addiƟ on to the bonds 
authorized by the other provisions of this arƟ cle, the Texas Water Development 
Board may issue general obligation bonds, at its determination and on a 
conƟ nuing basis, for one or more accounts of the Texas Water Development Fund 
II in amounts such that the aggregate principal amount of the bonds issued by 
the board under this secƟ on that are outstanding at any Ɵ me does not exceed 
$6 billion.

(b) SecƟ on 49-d-8 of this arƟ cle applies to the bonds authorized by this 
secƟ on. The limitaƟ on in SecƟ on 49-d-8 of this arƟ cle that the Texas Water 
Development Board may not issue bonds in excess of the aggregate principal 
amount of previously authorized bonds does not apply to the bonds authorized 
by and issued under this secƟ on.

(c) A limitaƟ on on the percentage of state parƟ cipaƟ on in any single project 
imposed by this arƟ cle does not apply to a project funded with the proceeds of 
bonds issued under the authority of this secƟ on or SecƟ on 49-d-8 of this arƟ cle. 
(Added Nov. 8, 2011.)

Sec. 49-d-12. STATE WATER IMPLEMENTATION FUND FOR TEXAS. (a) 
The State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas is created as a special fund 
in the state treasury outside the general revenue fund.  Money in the State 
Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas shall be administered, without further 
appropriaƟ on, by the Texas Water Development Board or that board’s successor in 
funcƟ on and shall be used for the purpose of implemenƟ ng the state water plan 
that is adopted as required by general law by the Texas Water Development Board 
or that board’s successor in funcƟ on.  Separate accounts may be established in 
the State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas as necessary to administer the 
fund or authorized projects.

(b) The legislature by general law may authorize the Texas Water 
Development Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on to enter into bond 
enhancement agreements to provide addiƟ onal security for general obligaƟ on 
bonds or revenue bonds of the Texas Water Development Board or that board’s 
successor in funcƟ on, the proceeds of which are used to fi nance state water 
plan projects.  Bond enhancement agreements must be payable solely from 
the State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas; provided, however, the bond 
enhancement agreements may not exceed an amount that can be fully supported 
by the State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas.  Any amount paid under 
a bond enhancement agreement may be repaid as provided by general law; 
provided, however, any repayment may not cause general obligaƟ on bonds that 
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are issued under SecƟ ons 49-d-9 and 49-d-11 of this arƟ cle and that are payable 
from the fund or account receiving the bond enhancement payment to be no 
longer self-supporƟ ng for purposes of SecƟ on 49-j(b) of this arƟ cle.  Payments 
under a bond enhancement agreement entered into pursuant to this secƟ on may 
not be a consƟ tuƟ onal state debt payable from general revenues of the state.

(c) The legislature by general law may authorize the Texas Water 
Development Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on to use the State Water 
ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas to fi nance, including by direct loan, water projects 
included in the state water plan.

(d) The Texas Water Development Board or that board’s successor in 
funcƟ on shall provide wriƩ en noƟ ce to the LegislaƟ ve Budget Board or that 
board’s successor in funcƟ on before each bond enhancement agreement or 
loan agreement entered into pursuant to this secƟ on has been executed by the 
Texas Water Development Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on and shall 
provide a copy of the proposed agreement to the LegislaƟ ve Budget Board or 
that board’s successor in funcƟ on for approval.  The proposed agreement shall 
be considered to be approved unless the LegislaƟ ve Budget Board or that board’s 
successor in funcƟ on issues a wriƩ en disapproval not later than the 21st day 
aŌ er the date on which the staff  of that board receives the submission.

(e) The State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas consists of:

(1) money transferred or deposited to the credit of the fund by general law, 
including money from any source transferred or deposited to the credit of the 
fund at the discreƟ on of the Texas Water Development Board or that board’s 
successor in funcƟ on as authorized by general law;

(2) the proceeds of any fee or tax imposed by this state that by statute is 
dedicated for deposit to the credit of the fund;

(3) any other revenue that the legislature by statute dedicates for deposit 
to the credit of the fund;

(4) investment earnings and interest earned on amounts credited to the 
fund; and

(5) money transferred to the fund under a bond enhancement agreement 
from another fund or account to which money from the fund was transferred 
under a bond enhancement agreement, as authorized by general law.

(f) The legislature by general law shall provide for the manner in which the 
assets of the State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas may be used, subject 
to the limitaƟ ons provided by this secƟ on.  The legislature by general law may 
provide for costs of investment of the State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for 
Texas to be paid from that fund.

(g) As provided by general law, each fi scal year the Texas Water Development 
Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on shall set aside from amounts on 
deposit in the State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas an amount that is 
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suffi  cient to make payments under bond enhancement agreements that become 
due during that fi scal year.

(h) Any dedicaƟ on or appropriaƟ on of amounts on deposit in the State 
Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas may not be modifi ed so as to impair any 
outstanding obligaƟ on under a bond enhancement agreement secured by a 
pledge of those amounts unless provisions have been made for a full discharge 
of the bond enhancement agreement.

(i) Money in the State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas is dedicated by 
this consƟ tuƟ on for purposes of SecƟ on 22, ArƟ cle VIII, of this consƟ tuƟ on and 
an appropriaƟ on from the economic stabilizaƟ on fund to the credit of the State 
Water ImplementaƟ on Fund for Texas is an appropriaƟ on of state tax revenues 
dedicated by this consƟ tuƟ on for the purposes of SecƟ on 22, ArƟ cle VIII, of this 
consƟ tuƟ on.

(j) This secƟ on being intended only to establish a basic framework and 
not to be a comprehensive treatment of the State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund 
for Texas, there is hereby reposed in the legislature full power to implement 
and eff ectuate the design and objects of this secƟ on, including the power to 
delegate such duƟ es, responsibiliƟ es, funcƟ ons, and authority to the Texas 
Water Development Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on as the legislature 
believes necessary. (Added Nov. 5, 2013.)

Sec. 49-d-13. STATE WATER IMPLEMENTATION REVENUE FUND FOR 
TEXAS. (a) The State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas is created 
as a special fund in the state treasury outside the general revenue fund.  Money 
in the State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas shall be administered, 
without further appropriaƟ on, by the Texas Water Development Board or that 
board’s successor in funcƟ on and shall be used for the purpose of implemenƟ ng 
the state water plan that is adopted as required by general law by the Texas Water 
Development Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on.  Separate accounts 
may be established in the State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas 
as necessary to administer the fund or authorized projects.

(b) The legislature by general law may authorize the Texas Water 
Development Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on to issue bonds and 
enter into related credit agreements that are payable from all revenues available 
to the State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas.

(c) The Texas Water Development Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on 
shall provide wriƩ en noƟ ce to the LegislaƟ ve Budget Board or that board’s 
successor in funcƟ on before issuing a bond pursuant to this secƟ on or entering 
into a related credit agreement that is payable from revenue deposited to the 
credit of the State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas and shall 
provide a copy of the proposed bond or agreement to the LegislaƟ ve Budget 
Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on for approval.  The proposed bond 
or agreement shall be considered to be approved unless the LegislaƟ ve Budget 
Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on issues a wriƩ en disapproval not later 
than the 21st day aŌ er the date on which the staff  of that board receives the 
submission.
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(d) The State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas consists of:

(1) money transferred or deposited to the credit of the fund by general law, 
including money from any source transferred or deposited to the credit of the 
fund at the discreƟ on of the Texas Water Development Board or that board’s 
successor in funcƟ on as authorized by general law;

(2) the proceeds of any fee or tax imposed by this state that by statute is 
dedicated for deposit to the credit of the fund;

(3) any other revenue that the legislature by statute dedicates for deposit 
to the credit of the fund;

(4) investment earnings and interest earned on amounts credited to the 
fund;

(5) the proceeds from the sale of bonds, including revenue bonds issued 
under this secƟ on by the Texas Water Development Board or that board’s 
successor in funcƟ on for the purpose of providing money for the fund; and

(6) money disbursed to the fund from the State Water ImplementaƟ on Fund 
for Texas as authorized by general law.

(e) The legislature by general law shall provide for the manner in which the 
assets of the State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas may be used, 
subject to the limitaƟ ons provided by this secƟ on.  The legislature by general law 
may provide for costs of investment of the State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue 
Fund for Texas to be paid from that fund.

(f) In each fi scal year in which amounts become due under the bonds or 
agreements authorized by this secƟ on, the Texas Water Development Board or 
that board’s successor in funcƟ on shall transfer from revenue deposited to the 
credit of the State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas in that fi scal 
year an amount that is suffi  cient to pay:

(1) the principal of and interest on the bonds that mature or become due 
during the fi scal year; and

(2) any cost related to the bonds, including payments under related credit 
agreements that become due during that fi scal year.

(g) Any obligaƟ ons authorized by general law to be issued by the Texas 
Water Development Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on pursuant to 
this secƟ on shall be special obligaƟ ons payable solely from amounts in the 
State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas.  ObligaƟ ons issued by the 
Texas Water Development Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on pursuant 
to this secƟ on may not be a consƟ tuƟ onal state debt payable from the general 
revenue of the state.

(h) Any dedicaƟ on or appropriaƟ on of revenue to the credit of the State 
Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas may not be modifi ed so as 
to impair any outstanding bonds secured by a pledge of that revenue unless 
provisions have been made for a full discharge of those bonds.
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(i) Money in the State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue Fund for Texas is 
dedicated by this consƟ tuƟ on for purposes of SecƟ on 22, ArƟ cle VIII, of this 
consƟ tuƟ on.

(j) This secƟ on being intended only to establish a basic framework and not 
to be a comprehensive treatment of the State Water ImplementaƟ on Revenue 
Fund for Texas, there is hereby reposed in the legislature full power to implement 
and eff ectuate the design and objects of this secƟ on, including the power to 
delegate such duƟ es, responsibiliƟ es, funcƟ ons, and authority to the Texas 
Water Development Board or that board’s successor in funcƟ on as the legislature 
believes necessary. (Added Nov. 5, 2013.)

Sec. 49-e. TEXAS PARK DEVELOPMENT FUND. (a) The Parks and Wildlife 
Department, or its successor vested with the powers, duƟ es, and authority which 
deals with the operaƟ on, maintenance, and improvement of State Parks, shall 
have the authority to provide for, issue and sell general obligaƟ on bonds of the 
State of Texas in an amount authorized by consƟ tuƟ onal amendment or by a debt 
proposiƟ on under SecƟ on 49 of this arƟ cle. The bonds shall be called “Texas Park 
Development Bonds,” shall be executed in such form, denominaƟ ons, and upon 
such terms as may be prescribed by law, shall bear a rate or rates of interest as 
may be fi xed by the Parks and Wildlife Department or its successor, not to exceed 
the maximum prescribed by SecƟ on 65 of this arƟ cle, and may be issued in such 
installments as said Parks and Wildlife Department, or its said successor, fi nds 
feasible and pracƟ cal in accomplishing the purpose set forth herein.

(b) All moneys received from the sale of said bonds shall be deposited in 
a fund hereby created with the Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of 
Texas to be known as the Texas Park Development Fund to be administered 
(without further appropriaƟ on) by the said Parks and Wildlife Department, or 
its said successor, in such manner as prescribed by law.

(c) Such fund shall be used by said Parks and Wildlife Department, or its said 
successor, under such provisions as the Legislature may prescribe by general law, 
for the purposes of acquiring lands from the United States, or any governmental 
agency thereof, from any governmental agency of the State of Texas, or from 
any person, fi rm, or corporaƟ on, for State Park Sites and for developing said 
sites as State Parks.

(d) While any of the bonds, or any interest on any such bonds, is outstanding 
and unpaid, there is hereby appropriated out of the fi rst moneys coming into the 
Treasury in each fi scal year, not otherwise appropriated by this ConsƟ tuƟ on, an 
amount which is suffi  cient to pay the principal and interest on such bonds that 
mature or become due during such fi scal year, less the amount in the interest 
and sinking fund at the close of the prior fi scal year, which includes any receipts 
derived during the prior fi scal year by said Parks and Wildlife Department, or its 
said successor, from admission charges to State Parks, as the Legislature may 
prescribe by general law.

(e) The Legislature may provide for the investment of moneys available in 
the Texas Park Development Fund and the interest and sinking fund established 
for the payment of bonds issued by said Parks and Wildlife Department, or its 
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said successor. Income from such investment shall be used for the purposes 
prescribed by the Legislature.

(f) From the moneys received by said Parks and Wildlife Department, or 
its said successor, from the sale of the bonds issued hereunder, there shall be 
deposited in the interest and sinking fund for the bonds authorized by this secƟ on 
suffi  cient moneys to pay the interest to become due during the State fi scal 
year in which the bonds were issued. AŌ er all bonds have been fully paid with 
interest, or aŌ er there are on deposit in the interest and sinking fund suffi  cient 
moneys to pay all future maturiƟ es of principal and interest, addiƟ onal moneys 
received from admission charges to State Parks shall be deposited to the State 
Parks Fund, or any successor fund which may be established by the Legislature 
as a depository for Park revenue earned by said Parks and Wildlife Department, 
or its said successor.

(g) All bonds issued hereunder shall aŌ er approval by the AƩ orney General, 
registraƟ on by the Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of Texas, and 
delivery to the purchasers, be incontestable and shall constitute general 
obligaƟ ons of the State of Texas under the ConsƟ tuƟ on of Texas. (Added Nov. 11, 
1967; amended Nov. 7, 1995, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions 
for Sec. 49-e: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49-f. BONDS TO FUND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO PURCHASE 
FARM AND RANCH LAND. (a) The legislature by general law may provide for 
the issuance of general obligaƟ on bonds of the state, the proceeds of which shall 
be used to make loans and provide other fi nancing assistance for the purchase 
of farm and ranch land.

(b) Except as provided by SubsecƟ on (g) of this secƟ on, all money received 
from the sale of the bonds shall be deposited in a fund created with the 
comptroller of public accounts to be known as the farm and ranch fi nance 
program fund. This fund shall be administered by the Texas Agricultural Finance 
Authority in the manner prescribed by law.

(c) SecƟ on 65(b) of this arƟ cle applies to the payment of interest on the 
bonds.

(d) The principal amount of bonds outstanding at one Ɵ me may not exceed 
$500 million.

(e) While any of the bonds authorized by this secƟ on or any interest on those 
bonds is outstanding and unpaid, there is appropriated out of the fi rst money 
coming into the treasury in each fi scal year not otherwise appropriated by this 
consƟ tuƟ on an amount that is suffi  cient to pay the principal and interest on the 
bonds that mature or become due during the fi scal year less the amount in the 
interest and sinking fund at the close of the prior fi scal year.

(f) The bonds shall be approved by the aƩ orney general and registered with 
the comptroller of public accounts. The bonds, when approved and registered, 
are general obligaƟ ons of the state and are incontestable.

(g) Notwithstanding SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on, the proceeds of $200 
million of the bonds authorized by this secƟ on may be used for the purposes 
provided by SecƟ on 49-i of this arƟ cle and for other rural economic development 
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programs, and the proceeds of bonds issued for those purposes under this 
subsecƟ on shall be deposited in the Texas agricultural fund, to be administered in 
the same manner that proceeds of bonds issued under SecƟ on 49-i of this arƟ cle 
are administered. (Subsecs. (a)-(f) added Nov. 5, 1985; Subsec. (b) amended and 
(g) added Nov. 7, 1995.)

Sec. 49-g. SUPERCONDUCTING SUPER COLLIDER FUND. (Proposed by Acts 
1987, 70th Leg., R.S., H.J.R. 88; amended Nov. 7, 1995; repealed Nov. 4, 1997.)

Sec. 49-g. ECONOMIC STABILIZATION FUND. (Proposed by Acts 1987, 
70th Leg., R.S., H.J.R. 2.) (a) The economic stabilizaƟ on fund is established as a 
special fund in the state treasury.

(b) The comptroller shall, not later than the 90th day of each biennium, 
transfer to the economic stabilizaƟ on fund one-half of any unencumbered 
posiƟ ve balance of general revenues on the last day of the preceding biennium. 
If necessary, the comptroller shall reduce the amount transferred in proporƟ on 
to the other amounts prescribed by this secƟ on to prevent the amount in the 
fund from exceeding the limit in eff ect for that biennium under SubsecƟ on (g) 
of this secƟ on.

(c) Not later than the 90th day of each fi scal year, the comptroller of public 
accounts shall transfer from general revenue to the economic stabilizaƟ on fund 
the amounts prescribed by SubsecƟ ons (d) and (e) of this secƟ on. However, if 
necessary, the comptroller shall reduce proporƟ onately the amounts transferred 
to prevent the amount in the fund from exceeding the limit in eff ect for that 
biennium under SubsecƟ on (g) of this secƟ on.

(d) If in the preceding year the state received from oil producƟ on taxes a 
net amount greater than the net amount of oil producƟ on taxes received by the 
state in the fi scal year ending August 31, 1987, the comptroller shall transfer to 
the economic stabilizaƟ on fund an amount equal to 75 percent of the diff erence 
between those amounts. The comptroller shall retain the remaining 25 percent of 
the diff erence as general revenue. In compuƟ ng the net amount of oil producƟ on 
taxes received, the comptroller may not consider refunds paid as a result of oil 
overcharge liƟ gaƟ on.

(e) If in the preceding year the state received from gas producƟ on taxes a 
net amount greater than the net amount of gas producƟ on taxes received by the 
state in the fi scal year ending August 31, 1987, the comptroller shall transfer to 
the economic stabilizaƟ on fund an amount equal to 75 percent of the diff erence 
between those amounts. The comptroller shall retain the remaining 25 percent 
of the diff erence as general revenue. For the purposes of this subsecƟ on, the 
comptroller shall adjust his computaƟ on of revenues to refl ect only 12 months 
of collecƟ on.

(f) The legislature may appropriate addiƟ onal amounts to the economic 
stabilizaƟ on fund.

(g) During each fi scal biennium, the amount in the economic stabilizaƟ on 
fund may not exceed an amount equal to 10 percent of the total amount, 
excluding investment income, interest income, and amounts borrowed from 
special funds, deposited in general revenue during the preceding biennium.
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(h) In preparing an esƟ mate of anƟ cipated revenues for a succeeding 
biennium as required by Article III, Section 49a, of this constitution, the 
comptroller shall esƟ mate the amount of the transfers that will be made under 
SubsecƟ ons (b), (d), and (e) of this secƟ on. The comptroller shall deduct that 
amount from the esƟ mate of anƟ cipated revenues as if the transfers were made 
on August 31 of that fi scal year.

(i) The comptroller shall credit to general revenue interest due to the 
economic stabilizaƟ on fund that would result in an amount in the economic 
stabilizaƟ on fund that exceeds the limit in eff ect under SubsecƟ on (g) of this 
secƟ on.

(j) The comptroller may transfer money from the economic stabilizaƟ on 
fund to general revenue to prevent or eliminate a temporary cash defi ciency 
in general revenue. The comptroller shall return the amount transferred to the 
economic stabilizaƟ on fund as soon as pracƟ cable, but not later than August 
31 of each odd-numbered year. The comptroller shall allocate the depository 
interest as if the transfers had not been made. If the comptroller submits a 
statement to the governor and the legislature under ArƟ cle III, SecƟ on 49a, of 
this consƟ tuƟ on when money from the economic stabilizaƟ on fund is in general 
revenue, the comptroller shall state that the transferred money is not available 
for appropriaƟ on from general revenue.

(k) Amounts from the economic stabilizaƟ on fund may be appropriated 
during a regular legislaƟ ve session only for a purpose for which an appropriaƟ on 
from general revenue was made by the preceding legislature and may be 
appropriated in a special session only for a purpose for which an appropriaƟ on 
from general revenue was made in a preceding legislaƟ ve session of the same 
legislature. An appropriaƟ on from the economic stabilizaƟ on fund may be made 
only if the comptroller cerƟ fi es that appropriaƟ ons from general revenue made 
by the preceding legislature for the current biennium exceed available general 
revenues and cash balances for the remainder of that biennium. The amount 
of an appropriaƟ on from the economic stabilizaƟ on fund may not exceed the 
difference between the comptroller’s estimate of general revenue for the 
current biennium at the Ɵ me the comptroller receives for cerƟ fi caƟ on the bill 
making the appropriaƟ on and the amount of general revenue appropriaƟ ons for 
that biennium previously cerƟ fi ed by the comptroller. AppropriaƟ ons from the 
economic stabilizaƟ on fund under this subsecƟ on may not extend beyond the last 
day of the current biennium. An appropriaƟ on from the economic stabilizaƟ on 
fund must be approved by a three-fi Ō hs vote of the members present in each 
house of the legislature.

(l) If an esƟ mate of anƟ cipated revenues for a succeeding biennium prepared 
by the comptroller pursuant to ArƟ cle III, SecƟ on 49a, of this consƟ tuƟ on is less 
than the revenues that are esƟ mated at the same Ɵ me by the comptroller to be 
available for the current biennium, the legislature may, by a three-fi Ō hs vote of 
the members present in each house, appropriate for the succeeding biennium 
from the economic stabilizaƟ on fund an amount not to exceed this diff erence. 
Following each fi scal year, the actual amount of revenue shall be computed, 
and if the esƟ mated diff erence exceeds the actual diff erence, the comptroller 
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shall transfer the amount necessary from general revenue to the economic 
stabilizaƟ on fund so that the actual diff erence shall not be exceeded. If all or a 
porƟ on of the diff erence in revenue from one biennium to the next results, at 
least in part, from a change in a tax rate or base adopted by the legislature, the 
computaƟ on of revenue diff erence shall be adjusted to the amount that would 
have been available had the rate or base not been changed.

(m) In addiƟ on to the appropriaƟ on authority provided by SubsecƟ ons (k) 
and (l) of this secƟ on, the legislature may, by a two-thirds vote of the members 
present in each house, appropriate amounts from the economic stabilizaƟ on 
fund at any Ɵ me and for any purpose.

(n) Money appropriated from the economic stabilizaƟ on fund is subject 
to being withheld or transferred, within any limits provided by statute, by any 
person or enƟ ty authorized to exercise the power granted by ArƟ cle XVI, SecƟ on 
69, of this consƟ tuƟ on.

(o) In this secƟ on, “net” means the amount of money that is equal to the 
diff erence between gross collecƟ ons and refunds before the comptroller allocates 
the receipts as provided by law.

(p) (Expired.) (Added Nov. 8, 1988; Subsec. (p) expired Sept. 2, 1989; Subsecs. 
(i) and (j) amended Nov. 7, 1995.)

Sec.  49-h.  B O N D I S S U ES FO R FAC I L I T I ES O F CO R R EC T I O N A L 
INSTITUTIONS, STATEWIDE LAW ENFORCEMENT FACILITIES, AND MENTAL 
HEALTH AND MENTAL RETARDATION INSTITUTIONS. (a) In amounts 
authorized by consƟ tuƟ onal amendment or by a debt proposiƟ on under SecƟ on 
49 of this arƟ cle, the legislature may provide for the issuance of general obligaƟ on 
bonds and the use of the bond proceeds for acquiring, construcƟ ng, or equipping 
new faciliƟ es or for major repair or renovaƟ on of exisƟ ng faciliƟ es of correcƟ ons 
insƟ tuƟ ons, including youth correcƟ ons insƟ tuƟ ons, and mental health and 
mental retardaƟ on insƟ tuƟ ons. The legislature may require the review and 
approval of the issuance of the bonds and the projects to be fi nanced by the bond 
proceeds. Notwithstanding any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, the issuer 
of the bonds or any enƟ ty created or directed to review and approve projects 
may include members or appointees of members of the execuƟ ve, legislaƟ ve, 
and judicial departments of state government.

(b) Bonds issued under this secƟ on consƟ tute a general obligaƟ on of the 
state. While any of the bonds or interest on the bonds is outstanding and unpaid, 
there is appropriated out of the fi rst money coming into the treasury in each fi scal 
year, not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, the amount suffi  cient to 
pay the principal of and interest on the bonds that mature or become due during 
the fi scal year, less any amount in any sinking fund at the end of the preceding 
fi scal year that is pledged to payment of the bonds or interest.

(c) In addition to the purposes authorized under Subsection (a), the 
legislature may authorize the issuance of the general obligaƟ on bonds for 
acquiring, construcƟ ng, or equipping:

(1) new statewide law enforcement facilities and for major repair or 
renovaƟ on of exisƟ ng faciliƟ es; and
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(2) new prisons and substance abuse felony punishment faciliƟ es to confi ne 
criminals and major repair or renovaƟ on of exisƟ ng faciliƟ es of those insƟ tuƟ ons, 
and for the acquisiƟ on of, major repair to, or renovaƟ on of other faciliƟ es for use 
as state prisons or substance abuse felony punishment faciliƟ es. (Added Nov. 3, 
1987; Subsec. (c) added Nov. 7, 1989; Subsec. (d) added Nov. 5, 1991; Subsec. 
(e) added Nov. 2, 1993; Subsecs. (a) and (c) amended, Subsec. (d) amended and 
redesignated Subsec. (c), and Subsec. (e) deleted Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 49-h: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 49-i. TEXAS AGRICULTURAL FUND. (a) The legislature by law may 
provide for the issuance of general obligaƟ on bonds of the state for the purpose 
of providing money to establish a Texas agricultural fund in the state treasury to 
be used without further appropriaƟ on in the manner provided by law and for the 
purpose of providing money to establish a rural microenterprise development 
fund in the state treasury to be used without further appropriaƟ on in the manner 
provided by law. The Texas agricultural fund shall be used only to provide fi nancial 
assistance to develop, increase, improve, or expand the producƟ on, processing, 
markeƟ ng, or export of crops or products grown or produced primarily in this 
state by agricultural businesses domiciled in the state. The rural microenterprise 
development fund shall be used only in furtherance of a program established 
by the legislature to foster and sƟ mulate the creaƟ on and expansion of small 
businesses in rural areas. The fi nancial assistance off ered by both funds may 
include loan guarantees, insurance, coinsurance, loans, and indirect loans or 
purchases or acceptances of assignments of loans or other obligaƟ ons.

(b) The principal amount of bonds outstanding at one time may not 
exceed $25 million for the Texas agricultural fund and $5 million for the rural 
microenterprise development fund.

(c) The legislature may establish an interest and sinking account and other 
accounts within the Texas agricultural fund and within the rural microenterprise 
development fund. The legislature may provide for the investment of bond 
proceeds and of the interest and sinking accounts. Income from the investment 
of money in the funds that is not immediately commiƩ ed to the payment of the 
principal of and interest on the bonds or the provision of fi nancial assistance 
shall be used to create new employment and business opportuniƟ es in the state 
through the diversifi caƟ on and expansion of agricultural or rural small businesses, 
as provided by the legislature.

(d) Bonds authorized under this secƟ on consƟ tute a general obligaƟ on of 
the state. While any of the bonds or interest on the bonds is outstanding and 
unpaid, there is appropriated out of the fi rst money coming into the treasury 
in each fi scal year, not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, the amount 
suffi  cient to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds that mature or become 
due during the fi scal year, less any amounts in the interest and sinking accounts 
at the close of the preceding fi scal year that are pledged to payment of the bonds 
or interest. (Added Nov. 7, 1989.)

Sec. 49-j. LIMIT ON STATE DEBT PAYABLE FROM GENERAL REVENUE FUND. 
(a) The legislature may not authorize addiƟ onal state debt if the resulƟ ng annual 
debt service exceeds the limitaƟ on imposed by this secƟ on. The maximum annual 
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debt service in any fi scal year on state debt payable from the general revenue 
fund may not exceed fi ve percent of an amount equal to the average of the 
amount of general revenue fund revenues, excluding revenues consƟ tuƟ onally 
dedicated for purposes other than payment of state debt, for the three preceding 
fi scal years.

(b) For purposes of this secƟ on, “state debt payable from the general 
revenue fund” means general obligaƟ on and revenue bonds, including authorized 
but unissued bonds, and lease-purchase agreements in an amount greater than 
$250,000, which bonds or lease purchase agreements are designed to be repaid 
with the general revenues of the state. The term does not include bonds that, 
although backed by the full faith or credit of the state, are reasonably expected 
to be paid from other revenue sources and that are not expected to create a 
general revenue draw. Bonds or lease purchase agreements that pledge the full 
faith and credit of the state are considered to be reasonably expected to be 
paid from other revenue sources if they are designed to receive revenues other 
than state general revenues suffi  cient to cover their debt service over the life 
of the bonds or agreement. If those bonds or agreements, or any porƟ on of the 
bonds or agreements, subsequently requires use of the state’s general revenue 
for payment, the bonds or agreements, or porƟ on of the bonds or agreements, 
is considered to be a “state debt payable from the general revenue fund” under 
this secƟ on, unƟ l:

(1) the bonds or agreements are backed by insurance or another form of 
guarantee that ensures payment from a source other than general revenue; or

(2) the issuer demonstrates to the saƟ sfacƟ on of the Bond Review Board 
or its successor designated by law that the bonds no longer require payment 
from general revenue, and the Bond Review Board so cerƟ fi es to the LegislaƟ ve 
Budget Board or its successor designated by law. (Added Nov. 4, 1997.)

Sec. 49-k. TEXAS MOBILITY FUND. (a) In this secƟ on:
(1) “Commission” means the Texas Transportation Commission or its 

successor.
(2) “Comptroller” means the comptroller of public accounts of the State 

of Texas.
(3) “Department” means the Texas Department of TransportaƟ on or its 

successor.
(4) “Fund” means the Texas Mobility Fund.
(5) “ObligaƟ ons” means bonds, notes, and other public securiƟ es.
(b) The Texas Mobility Fund is created in the state treasury and shall be 

administered by the commission as a revolving fund to provide a method of 
fi nancing the construcƟ on, reconstrucƟ on, acquisiƟ on, and expansion of state 
highways, including costs of any necessary design and costs of acquisiƟ on of 
rights-of-way, as determined by the commission in accordance with standards 
and procedures established by law.

(c) Money in the fund may also be used to provide parƟ cipaƟ on by the state 
in the payment of a porƟ on of the costs of construcƟ ng and providing publicly 



Art. 3 Sec. 49-k

46

owned toll roads and other public transportaƟ on projects in accordance with 
the procedures, standards, and limitaƟ ons established by law.

(d) The commission may issue and sell obligaƟ ons of the state and enter 
into related credit agreements that are payable from and secured by a pledge 
of and a lien on all or part of the money on deposit in the fund in an aggregate 
principal amount that can be repaid when due from money on deposit in the 
fund, as that aggregate amount is projected by the comptroller in accordance 
with procedures established by law. The proceeds of the obligaƟ ons must be 
deposited in the fund and used for one or more specifi c purposes authorized 
by law, including:

(1) refunding obligaƟ ons and related credit agreements authorized by this 
secƟ on;

(2) creaƟ ng reserves for payment of the obligaƟ ons and related credit 
agreements;

(3) paying the costs of issuance; and
(4) paying interest on the obligaƟ ons and related credit agreements for a 

period not longer than the maximum period established by law.
(e) The legislature by law may dedicate to the fund one or more specifi c 

sources or porƟ ons, or a specifi c amount, of the revenue, including taxes, and 
other money of the state that are not otherwise dedicated by this consƟ tuƟ on. 
The legislature may not dedicate money from the collecƟ on of motor vehicle 
registraƟ on fees and taxes on motor fuels and lubricants dedicated by SecƟ on 7-a, 
ArƟ cle VIII, of this consƟ tuƟ on, but it may dedicate money received from other 
sources that are allocated to the same costs as those dedicated taxes and fees.

(f) Money dedicated as provided by this secƟ on is appropriated when 
received by the state, shall be deposited in the fund, and may be used as provided 
by this secƟ on and law enacted under this secƟ on without further appropriaƟ on. 
While money in the fund is pledged to the payment of any outstanding obligaƟ ons 
or related credit agreements, the dedicaƟ on of a specifi c source or porƟ on of 
revenue, taxes, or other money made as provided by this secƟ on may not be 
reduced, rescinded, or repealed unless:

(1) the legislature by law dedicates a subsƟ tute or diff erent source that is 
projected by the comptroller to be of a value equal to or greater than the source 
or amount being reduced, rescinded, or repealed and authorizes the commission 
to implement the authority granted by SubsecƟ on (g) of this secƟ on; and

(2) the commission implements the authority granted by the legislature 
pursuant to SubsecƟ on (g) of this secƟ on.

(g) In addiƟ on to the dedicaƟ on of specifi ed sources or amounts of revenue, 
taxes, or money as provided by SubsecƟ on (e) of this secƟ on, the legislature may 
by law authorize the commission to guarantee the payment of any obligaƟ ons and 
credit agreements issued and executed by the commission under the authority 
of this secƟ on by pledging the full faith and credit of the state to that payment 
if dedicated revenue is insuffi  cient for that purpose. If that authority is granted 
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and is implemented by the commission, while any of the bonds, notes, other 
obligaƟ ons, or credit agreements are outstanding and unpaid, and for any fi scal 
year during which the dedicated revenue, taxes, and money are insuffi  cient to 
make all payments when due, there is appropriated, and there shall be deposited 
in the fund, out of the fi rst money coming into the state treasury in each fi scal 
year that is not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, an amount that is 
suffi  cient to pay the principal of the obligaƟ ons and agreements and the interest 
on the obligaƟ ons and agreements that become due during that fi scal year, 
minus any amount in the fund that is available for that payment in accordance 
with applicable law.

(h) Proceedings authorizing obligaƟ ons and related credit agreements to 
be issued and executed under the authority of this secƟ on shall be submiƩ ed 
to the aƩ orney general for approval as to their legality. If the aƩ orney general 
fi nds that they will be issued in accordance with this secƟ on and applicable law, 
the aƩ orney general shall approve them, and, aŌ er payment by the purchasers 
of the obligaƟ ons in accordance with the terms of sale and aŌ er execuƟ on and 
delivery of the related credit agreements, the obligaƟ ons and related credit 
agreements are incontestable for any cause.

(i) ObligaƟ ons and credit agreements issued or executed under the authority 
of this secƟ on may not be included in the computaƟ on required by SecƟ on 49-j, 
ArƟ cle III, of this consƟ tuƟ on, except that if money has been dedicated to the 
fund without specifi caƟ on of its source or the authority granted by SubsecƟ on 
(g) of this secƟ on has been implemented, the obligaƟ ons and credit agreements 
shall be included to the extent the comptroller projects that general funds of 
the state, if any, will be required to pay amounts due on or on account of the 
obligaƟ ons and credit agreements.

(j) The collecƟ on and deposit of the amounts required by this secƟ on, 
applicable law, and contract to be applied to the payment of obligaƟ ons and credit 
agreements issued, executed, and secured under the authority of this secƟ on 
may be enforced by mandamus against the commission, the department, and 
the comptroller in a district court of Travis County, and the sovereign immunity 
of the state is waived for that purpose. (Added Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 49-l. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO COUNTIES FOR ROADWAY 
PROJECTS TO SERVE BORDER COLONIAS. (a) To fund fi nancial assistance to 
counƟ es for roadways to serve border colonias, the legislature by general law 
may authorize the governor to authorize the Texas Public Finance Authority or 
its successor to issue general obligaƟ on bonds or notes of the State of Texas in 
an aggregate amount not to exceed $175 million and to enter into related credit 
agreements. Except as provided by SubsecƟ on (c) of this secƟ on, the proceeds 
from the sale of the bonds and notes may be used only to provide fi nancial 
assistance to counƟ es for projects to provide access roads to connect border 
colonias with public roads. Projects may include the construcƟ on of colonia 
access roads, the acquisiƟ on of materials used in maintaining colonia access 
roads, and projects related to the construcƟ on of colonia access roads, such as 
projects for the drainage of the roads.



Art. 3 Sec. 49-m

48

(b) The Texas TransportaƟ on Commission may, in its discreƟ on and in 
consultaƟ on with the offi  ce of the governor, determine what consƟ tutes a border 
colonia for purposes of selecƟ ng the counƟ es and projects that may receive 
assistance under this secƟ on.

(c) A porƟ on of the proceeds from the sale of the bonds and notes and a 
porƟ on of the interest earned on the bonds and notes may be used to pay:

(1) the costs of administering projects authorized under this secƟ on; and
(2) all or part of a payment owed or to be owed under a credit agreement.
(d) The bonds and notes authorized under this secƟ on consƟ tute a general 

obligaƟ on of the state. While any of the bonds or notes or interest on the bonds 
or notes is outstanding and unpaid, there is appropriated out of the general 
revenue fund in each fi scal year an amount suffi  cient to pay the principal of and 
interest on the bonds and notes that mature or become due during the fi scal 
year, including an amount suffi  cient to make payments under a related credit 
agreement. (Added Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 49-m. TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SHORTͳTERM 
NOTES AND LOANS. (a) The legislature, by law, may authorize the Texas 
TransportaƟ on Commission or its successor to authorize the Texas Department of 
TransportaƟ on or its successor to issue notes or borrow money from any source 
to carry out the funcƟ ons of the department.

(b) Notes issued or a loan obtained under this secƟ on may not have a term 
of more than two years. The legislature may appropriate money dedicated by 
SecƟ ons 7-a and 7-b, ArƟ cle VIII, of this consƟ tuƟ on for the purpose of paying 
a debt created by the notes or loan. (Added Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 49-n. HIGHWAY TAX AND REVENUE ANTICIPATION NOTES. (Proposed 
by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., R.S., H.J.R. 28.) (a) To fund highway improvement 
projects, the legislature may authorize the Texas TransportaƟ on Commission 
or its successor to issue bonds and other public securiƟ es and enter into bond 
enhancement agreements that are payable from revenue deposited to the credit 
of the state highway fund.

(b) In each fi scal year in which amounts become due under the bonds, other 
public securiƟ es, or agreements authorized by this secƟ on, there is appropriated 
from the revenue deposited to the credit of the state highway fund in that fi scal 
year an amount that is suffi  cient to pay:

(1) the principal of and interest on the bonds or other public securiƟ es that 
mature or become due during the fi scal year; and

(2) any cost related to the bonds and other public securiƟ es, including 
payments under bond enhancement agreements, that becomes due during 
that fi scal year.

(c) Any dedicaƟ on or appropriaƟ on of revenue to the credit of the state 
highway fund may not be modifi ed so as to impair any outstanding bonds or 
other public securiƟ es secured by a pledge of that revenue unless provisions 
have been made for a full discharge of those securiƟ es. (Added Sept. 13, 2003.)
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Sec. 49-n. GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS AND NOTES FOR MILITARY 
VALUE REVOLVING LOAN ACCOUNT. (Proposed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., 
R.S., S.J.R. 55.) (a) The legislature by general law may authorize one or more 
state agencies to issue general obligaƟ on bonds or notes of the State of Texas 
in an aggregate amount not to exceed $250 million and enter into related 
credit agreements. The proceeds from the sale of the bonds and notes shall be 
deposited in the Texas military value revolving loan account in the state treasury 
or its successor account to be used by one or more state agencies designated 
by the legislature by general law without further appropriaƟ on to provide loans 
for economic development projects that benefi t defense-related communiƟ es, 
as defi ned by the legislature by general law, including projects that enhance the 
military value of military installaƟ ons located in the state.

(b) The expenses incurred in connecƟ on with the issuance of the bonds 
and notes and the costs of administering the Texas military value revolving loan 
account may be paid from money in the account. Money in the Texas military 
value revolving loan account may be used to pay all or part of any payment owed 
under a credit agreement related to the bonds or notes.

(c) A defense-related community receiving a loan from the Texas military 
value revolving loan account may use money from the account to capitalize 
interest on the loan.

(d) An agency providing a loan from the Texas military value revolving 
loan account to a defense-related community may require the defense-related 
community to pay any pro rata cost of issuing the general obligaƟ on bonds and 
notes.

(e) Bonds and notes authorized under this secƟ on are a general obligaƟ on 
of the state. While any of the bonds or notes or interest on the bonds or notes is 
outstanding and unpaid, there is appropriated out of the fi rst money coming into 
the treasury in each fi scal year, not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, 
the amount suffi  cient to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds or notes 
that mature or become due during the fi scal year, including an amount suffi  cient 
to make payments under a related credit agreement, less any amounts in the 
interest and sinking accounts at the close of the preceding fi scal year that are 
pledged to payment of the bonds or notes or interest. (Added Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 49-o. TEXAS RAIL RELOCATION AND IMPROVEMENT FUND. (a) In 
this secƟ on:

(1) “Commission” means the Texas Transportation Commission or its 
successor.

(2) “Comptroller” means the comptroller of public accounts of the State 
of Texas.

(3) “Department” means the Texas Department of TransportaƟ on or its 
successor.

(4) “Fund” means the Texas rail relocaƟ on and improvement fund.
(5) “Improvement” includes construction, reconstruction, acquisition, 

rehabilitaƟ on, and expansion.
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(6) “ObligaƟ ons” means bonds, notes, and other public securiƟ es.
(b) The Texas rail relocaƟ on and improvement fund is created in the state 

treasury. The fund shall be administered by the commission to provide a method 
of fi nancing the relocaƟ on and improvement of privately and publicly owned 
passenger and freight rail faciliƟ es for the purposes of:

(1) relieving congesƟ on on public highways;
(2) enhancing public safety;
(3) improving air quality; or
(4) expanding economic opportunity.
(b-1) The fund may also be used to provide a method of fi nancing the 

construcƟ on of railroad underpasses and overpasses, if the construcƟ on is part 
of the relocaƟ on of a rail facility.

(c) The commission may issue and sell obligaƟ ons of the state and enter 
into related credit agreements that are payable from and secured by a pledge 
of and a lien on all or part of the money on deposit in the fund in an aggregate 
principal amount that can be repaid when due from money on deposit in the 
fund, as that aggregate amount is projected by the comptroller in accordance 
with procedures established by law. The proceeds of the obligaƟ ons must be 
deposited in the fund and used for one or more specifi c purposes authorized 
by law, including:

(1) refunding obligaƟ ons and related credit agreements authorized by this 
secƟ on;

(2) creaƟ ng reserves for payment of the obligaƟ ons and related credit 
agreements;

(3) paying the costs of issuance; and
(4) paying interest on the obligaƟ ons and related credit agreements for a 

period not longer than the maximum period established by law.
(d) The legislature by law may dedicate to the fund one or more specifi c 

sources or porƟ ons, or a specifi c amount, of the revenue, including taxes, and 
other money of the state that are not otherwise dedicated by this consƟ tuƟ on.

(e) Money dedicated as provided by this secƟ on is appropriated when 
received by the state, shall be deposited in the fund, and may be used as provided 
by this secƟ on and law enacted under this secƟ on without further appropriaƟ on. 
While money in the fund is pledged to the payment of any outstanding obligaƟ ons 
or related credit agreements, the dedicaƟ on of a specifi c source or porƟ on of 
revenue, taxes, or other money made as provided by this secƟ on may not be 
reduced, rescinded, or repealed unless:

(1) the legislature by law dedicates a subsƟ tute or diff erent source that is 
projected by the comptroller to be of a value equal to or greater than the source 
or amount being reduced, rescinded, or repealed and authorizes the commission 
to implement the authority granted by SubsecƟ on (f) of this secƟ on; and

(2) the commission implements the authority granted by the legislature 
pursuant to SubsecƟ on (f) of this secƟ on.
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(f) In addiƟ on to the dedicaƟ on of specifi ed sources or amounts of revenue, 
taxes, or money as provided by SubsecƟ on (d) of this secƟ on, the legislature may 
by law authorize the commission to guarantee the payment of any obligaƟ ons and 
credit agreements issued and executed by the commission under the authority 
of this secƟ on by pledging the full faith and credit of the state to that payment 
if dedicated revenue is insuffi  cient for that purpose. If that authority is granted 
and is implemented by the commission, while any of the bonds, notes, other 
obligaƟ ons, or credit agreements are outstanding and unpaid, and for any fi scal 
year during which the dedicated revenue, taxes, and money are insuffi  cient to 
make all payments when due, there is appropriated, and there shall be deposited 
in the fund, out of the fi rst money coming into the state treasury in each fi scal 
year that is not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, an amount suffi  cient 
to pay the principal of and interest on the obligaƟ ons and agreements that 
become due during that fi scal year, minus any amount in the fund that is available 
for that payment in accordance with applicable law.

(g) Proceedings authorizing obligaƟ ons and related credit agreements to 
be issued and executed under the authority of this secƟ on shall be submiƩ ed 
to the aƩ orney general for approval as to their legality. If the aƩ orney general 
fi nds that they will be issued in accordance with this secƟ on and applicable law, 
the aƩ orney general shall approve them, and, aŌ er payment by the purchasers 
of the obligaƟ ons in accordance with the terms of sale and aŌ er execuƟ on and 
delivery of the related credit agreements, the obligaƟ ons and related credit 
agreements are incontestable for any cause.

(h) ObligaƟ ons and credit agreements issued or executed under the authority 
of this secƟ on may not be included in the computaƟ on required by SecƟ on 49-j, 
ArƟ cle III, of this consƟ tuƟ on, except that if money has been dedicated to the 
fund without specifi caƟ on of its source or the authority granted by SubsecƟ on 
(f) of this secƟ on has been implemented, the obligaƟ ons and credit agreements 
shall be included to the extent the comptroller projects that general funds of 
the state, if any, will be required to pay amounts due on or on account of the 
obligaƟ ons and credit agreements.

(i) The collecƟ on and deposit of the amounts required by this secƟ on, 
applicable law, and contract to be applied to the payment of obligaƟ ons and credit 
agreements issued, executed, and secured under the authority of this secƟ on 
may be enforced by mandamus against the commission, the department, and 
the comptroller in a district court of Travis County, and the sovereign immunity 
of the state is waived for that purpose. (Added Nov. 8, 2005.)

Sec. 49-p. TEXAS TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION; TEXAS HIGHWAY 
IMPROVEMENT FUNDS. (a) To provide funding for highway improvement 
projects, the legislature by general law may authorize the Texas TransportaƟ on 
Commission or its successor to issue general obligaƟ on bonds of the State of 
Texas in an aggregate amount not to exceed $5 billion and enter into related 
credit agreements. The bonds shall be executed in the form, on the terms, and 
in the denominaƟ ons, bear interest, and be issued in installments as prescribed 
by the Texas TransportaƟ on Commission or its successor.

(b) A porƟ on of the proceeds from the sale of the bonds and a porƟ on of 
the interest earned on the bonds may be used to pay:
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(1) the costs of administering projects authorized under this secƟ on;
(2) the cost or expense of the issuance of the bonds; and
(3) all or part of a payment owed or to be owed under a credit agreement.
(c) The bonds authorized under this secƟ on consƟ tute a general obligaƟ on 

of the state. While any of the bonds or interest on the bonds is outstanding and 
unpaid, there is appropriated out of the fi rst money coming into the treasury each 
fi scal year, not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, an amount suffi  cient 
to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds that mature or become due 
during the fi scal year, including an amount suffi  cient to make payments under 
a related credit agreement.

(d) Bonds issued under this secƟ on, aŌ er approval by the aƩ orney general, 
registraƟ on by the comptroller of public accounts, and delivery to the purchasers, 
are incontestable and are general obligaƟ ons of the State of Texas under this 
consƟ tuƟ on. (Added Nov. 6, 2007.)

Sec. 50. LOAN OR PLEDGE OF CREDIT OF STATE. The Legislature shall have 
no power to give or to lend, or to authorize the giving or lending, of the credit of 
the State in aid of, or to any person, associaƟ on or corporaƟ on, whether municipal 
or other, or to pledge the credit of the State in any manner whatsoever, for the 
payment of the liabiliƟ es, present or prospecƟ ve, of any individual, associaƟ on 
of individuals, municipal or other corporaƟ on whatsoever.

Sec. 50a. (Repealed Nov. 5, 2013.)
Sec. 50b. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 

50b: see Appendix, Note 1.)
Sec. 50b-1. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for 

Sec. 50b-1: see Appendix, Note 1.)
Sec. 50b-2. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for 

Sec. 50b-2: see Appendix, Note 1.)
Sec. 50b-3. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for 

Sec. 50b-3: see Appendix, Note 1.)
Sec. 50b-4. ADDITIONAL STUDENT LOANS. (a) The legislature by general 

law may authorize the Texas Higher EducaƟ on CoordinaƟ ng Board or its successor 
or successors to issue and sell general obligaƟ on bonds of the State of Texas in an 
amount authorized by consƟ tuƟ onal amendment or by a debt proposiƟ on under 
SecƟ on 49 of this arƟ cle to fi nance educaƟ onal loans to students who have been 
admiƩ ed to aƩ end an insƟ tuƟ on of higher educaƟ on within the State of Texas, 
public or private, which is recognized or accredited under terms and condiƟ ons 
prescribed by the Legislature.

(b) The bonds shall be executed in the form, on the terms, and in the 
denominaƟ ons, bear interest, and be issued in installments as prescribed by 
the Texas Higher EducaƟ on CoordinaƟ ng Board or its successor or successors.

(c) The maximum net eff ecƟ ve interest rate to be borne by bonds issued 
under this secƟ on must be set by law.
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(d) The legislature may provide for the investment of bond proceeds and 
may establish and provide for the investment of an interest and sinking fund 
to pay the bonds. Income from the investment shall be used for the purposes 
prescribed by the legislature.

(e) While any of the bonds issued under this secƟ on or interest on the 
bonds is outstanding and unpaid, there is appropriated out of the fi rst money 
coming into the treasury in each fi scal year, not otherwise appropriated by this 
consƟ tuƟ on, the amount suffi  cient to pay the principal of and interest on the 
bonds that mature or become due during the fi scal year, less any amount in 
an interest and sinking fund established under this secƟ on at the end of the 
preceding fi scal year that is pledged to the payment of the bonds or interest.

(f) Bonds issued under this secƟ on, aŌ er approval by the aƩ orney general, 
registraƟ on by the comptroller of public accounts, and delivery to the purchasers, 
are incontestable. (Added Nov. 7, 1995; Subsec. (a) amended Nov. 2, 1999.) 
(Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 50b-4: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 50b-5. ADDITIONAL STUDENT LOANS. (a) The legislature by general 
law may authorize the Texas Higher EducaƟ on CoordinaƟ ng Board or its successor 
or successors to issue and sell general obligaƟ on bonds of the State of Texas in 
an amount not to exceed $400 million to fi nance educaƟ onal loans to students. 
The bonds are in addiƟ on to those bonds issued under SecƟ ons 50b, 50b-1, 
50b-2, 50b-3, and 50b-4 of this arƟ cle.

(b) The bonds shall be executed in the form, on the terms, and in the 
denominaƟ ons, bear interest, and be issued in installments as prescribed by 
the Texas Higher EducaƟ on CoordinaƟ ng Board or its successor or successors.

(c) The maximum net eff ecƟ ve interest rate to be borne by bonds issued 
under this secƟ on may not exceed the maximum rate provided by law.

(d) The legislature may provide for the investment of bond proceeds and 
may establish and provide for the investment of an interest and sinking fund 
to pay the bonds. Income from the investment shall be used for the purposes 
prescribed by the legislature.

(e) While any of the bonds issued under this secƟ on or interest on the 
bonds is outstanding and unpaid, there is appropriated out of the fi rst money 
coming into the treasury in each fi scal year, not otherwise appropriated by this 
consƟ tuƟ on, the amount suffi  cient to pay the principal of and interest on the 
bonds that mature or become due during the fi scal year, less any amount in 
an interest and sinking fund established under this secƟ on at the end of the 
preceding fi scal year that is pledged to the payment of the bonds or interest.

(f) Bonds issued under this secƟ on, aŌ er approval by the aƩ orney general, 
registraƟ on by the comptroller of public accounts, and delivery to the purchasers, 
are incontestable. (Added Nov. 2, 1999.)

Sec. 50b-6. ADDITIONAL STUDENT LOANS. (a) The legislature by general law 
may authorize the Texas Higher EducaƟ on CoordinaƟ ng Board or its successor 
or successors to issue and sell general obligaƟ on bonds of the State of Texas in 
an amount not to exceed $500 million in order to fi nance educaƟ onal loans to 
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students in the manner provided by law. The bonds are in addiƟ on to bonds issued 
under SecƟ ons 50b-4 and 50b-5 of this arƟ cle and under any other provision or 
former provision of this consƟ tuƟ on authorizing similar bonds.

(b) The bonds shall be executed in the form, on the terms, and in the 
denominaƟ ons, bear interest, and be issued in installments as prescribed by 
the Texas Higher EducaƟ on CoordinaƟ ng Board or its successor or successors.

(c) The maximum net eff ecƟ ve interest rate to be borne by bonds issued 
under this secƟ on may not exceed the maximum rate provided by law.

(d) The legislature may provide for the investment of bond proceeds and 
may establish and provide for the investment of an interest and sinking fund 
to pay the bonds. Income from the investment shall be used for the purposes 
prescribed by the legislature.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this arƟ cle, there is appropriated 
out of the fi rst money coming into the treasury in each fi scal year, not otherwise 
appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, the amount suffi  cient to pay the principal of 
and interest on any bonds issued under this secƟ on, under SecƟ ons 50b-4 and 
50b-5 of this arƟ cle, and under any other provision or former provision of this 
arƟ cle authorizing similar bonds that mature or become due during the fi scal year, 
less any amount remaining in an interest and sinking fund established under this 
secƟ on, SecƟ on 50b-4 or 50b-5 of this arƟ cle, or any other provision or former 
provision of this arƟ cle authorizing similar bonds at the end of the preceding 
fi scal year that is pledged to the payment of the bonds or interest.

(f) Bonds issued under this secƟ on, aŌ er approval by the aƩ orney general, 
registraƟ on by the comptroller of public accounts, and delivery to the purchasers, 
are incontestable. (Added Nov. 6, 2007.)

Sec. 50b-6A. AUTHORIZING BOND ENHANCEMENT AGREEMENTS 
WITH RESPECT TO BONDS ISSUED FOR ADDITIONAL STUDENT LOANS. 
The legislature by general law may provide for the Texas Higher EducaƟ on 
CoordinaƟ ng Board or its successor or successors to enter into bond enhancement 
agreements with appropriate enƟ Ɵ es with respect to any bonds issued under 
SecƟ on 50b-4, 50b-5, or 50b-6 of this arƟ cle or under any other provision or 
former provision of this arƟ cle authorizing similar bonds. Payments due from 
the coordinaƟ ng board under a bond enhancement agreement with respect to 
the principal of or interest on the bonds shall be treated for purposes of this 
consƟ tuƟ on as payments of the principal of and interest on the bonds, and 
money appropriated for the purpose of paying the principal of and interest on 
the bonds as they mature or become due may be used to make payments under 
bond enhancement agreements authorized by this secƟ on with respect to the 
bonds. (Added Nov. 6, 2007.)

Sec. 50b-7. CONTINUING AUTHORIZATION FOR ADDITIONAL BONDS 
FOR STUDENT LOANS. (a) The legislature by general law may authorize the 
Texas Higher EducaƟ on CoordinaƟ ng Board or its successor or successors to 
issue and sell general obligaƟ on bonds of the State of Texas for the purpose 
of fi nancing educaƟ onal loans to students in the manner provided by law. The 
principal amount of outstanding bonds issued under this secƟ on must at all 
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Ɵ mes be equal to or less than the aggregate principal amount of state general 
obligaƟ on bonds previously authorized for that purpose by any other provision 
or former provision of this consƟ tuƟ on.

(b) The bonds shall be executed in the form, on the terms, and in the 
denominaƟ ons, bear interest, and be issued in installments as prescribed by 
the Texas Higher EducaƟ on CoordinaƟ ng Board or its successor or successors.

(c) The maximum net eff ecƟ ve interest rate to be borne by bonds issued 
under this secƟ on may not exceed the maximum rate provided by law.

(d) The legislature may provide for the investment of bond proceeds and 
may establish and provide for the investment of an interest and sinking fund 
to pay the bonds. Income from the investment shall be used for the purposes 
prescribed by the legislature.

(e) While any of the bonds issued under this secƟ on or interest on the 
bonds is outstanding and unpaid, there is appropriated out of the fi rst money 
coming into the treasury in each fi scal year, not otherwise appropriated by this 
consƟ tuƟ on, the amount suffi  cient to pay the principal of and interest on the 
bonds that mature or become due during the fi scal year, less any amount in 
an interest and sinking fund established under this secƟ on at the end of the 
preceding fi scal year that is pledged to the payment of the bonds or interest.

(f) Bonds issued under this secƟ on, aŌ er approval by the aƩ orney general, 
registraƟ on by the comptroller of public accounts, and delivery to the purchasers, 
are incontestable. (Added Nov. 8, 2011.)

Sec. 50c. FARM AND RANCH LOANS. (a) The legislature may provide that 
the commissioner of agriculture shall have the authority to provide for, issue, and 
sell general obligaƟ on bonds of the State of Texas in an amount not to exceed 
$10 million. The bonds shall be called “Farm and Ranch Loan Security Bonds” 
and shall be executed in such form, denominaƟ ons, and on such terms as may 
be prescribed by law. The bonds shall bear interest rates fi xed by the Legislature 
of the State of Texas.

(b) All money received from the sale of Farm and Ranch Loan Security 
Bonds shall be deposited in a fund hereby created with the comptroller of public 
accounts to be known as the “Farm and Ranch Loan Security Fund.” This fund 
shall be administered without further appropriaƟ on by the commissioner of 
agriculture in the manner prescribed by law.

(c) The Farm and Ranch Loan Security Fund shall be used by the commissioner 
of agriculture under provisions prescribed by the legislature for the purpose of 
guaranteeing loans used for the purchase of farm and ranch real estate, for 
acquiring real estate mortgages or deeds of trust on lands purchased with 
guaranteed loans, and to advance to the borrower a percentage of the principal 
and interest due on those loans; provided that the commissioner shall require at 
least six percent interest be paid by the borrower on any advance of principal and 
interest. The legislature may authorize the commissioner to sell at foreclosure 
any land acquired in this manner, and proceeds from that sale shall be deposited 
in the Farm and Ranch Loan Security Fund.
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(d) The legislature may provide for the investment of money available in the 
Farm and Ranch Loan Security Fund and the interest and sinking fund established 
for the payment of bonds issued by the commissioner of agriculture. Income 
from the investment shall be used for purposes prescribed by the legislature.

(e) While any of the bonds authorized by this secƟ on or any interest on those 
bonds is outstanding and unpaid, there is hereby appropriated out of the fi rst 
money coming into the treasury in each fi scal year not otherwise appropriated 
by this consƟ tuƟ on an amount that is suffi  cient to pay the principal and interest 
on the bonds that mature or become due during the fi scal year less the amount 
in the interest and sinking fund at the close of the prior fi scal year. (Added Nov. 
6, 1979; Subsec. (b) amended Nov. 7, 1995.)

Sec. 50-d. AGRICULTURAL WATER CONSERVATION BONDS. (a) On a 
two-thirds vote of the members elected to each house of the legislature, the 
Texas Water Development Board may issue and sell Texas agricultural water 
conservaƟ on bonds in an amount not to exceed $200 million.

(b) The proceeds from the sale of Texas agricultural water conservaƟ on 
bonds shall be deposited in a fund created in the state treasury to be known as 
the agricultural water conservaƟ on fund.

(c) Texas agricultural water conservaƟ on bonds are general obligaƟ ons of the 
State of Texas. During the Ɵ me that Texas agricultural water conservaƟ on bonds 
or any interest on those bonds is outstanding or unpaid, there is appropriated 
out of the fi rst money coming into the state treasury in each fi scal year, not 
otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, an amount that is suffi  cient to pay 
the principal of and interest on those bonds that mature or become due during 
that fi scal year.

(d) The terms, condiƟ ons, provisions, and procedures for issuance and sale 
and management of proceeds of Texas agricultural water conservaƟ on bonds 
shall be provided by law.

(e) (Repealed.) (Added Nov. 5, 1985; Subsec. (e) repealed Nov. 7, 1989; 
Subsec. (c) amended Nov. 4, 1997.)

Sec. 50-e. GUARANTEE OF TEXAS GRAIN WAREHOUSE SELFͳINSURANCE 
FUND. (a) For the purposes of providing surety for the Texas grain warehouse 
self-insurance fund, the legislature by general law may establish or provide for 
a guarantee of the fund not to exceed $5 million.

(b) At the beginning of the fi scal year aŌ er the fund reaches $5 million, as 
cerƟ fi ed by the comptroller of public accounts, the guarantee of the fund shall 
cease and this provision shall expire.

(c) Should the legislature enact any enabling laws in anƟ cipaƟ on of this 
amendment, no such law shall be void by reason of its anƟ cipaƟ ng nature.

(d) If the provisions of this secƟ on confl ict with any other provisions of this 
consƟ tuƟ on, the provisions of this secƟ on shall prevail. (Added Nov. 3, 1987.)

Sec. 50-f. ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS FOR CONSTRUCTION 
AND REPAIR PROJECTS; PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT. (a) The legislature by 
general law may authorize the Texas Public Finance Authority to provide for, 
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issue, and sell general obligaƟ on bonds of the State of Texas in an amount not to 
exceed $850 million and to enter into related credit agreements. The bonds shall 
be executed in the form, on the terms, and in the denominaƟ ons, bear interest, 
and be issued in installments as prescribed by the Texas Public Finance Authority.

(b) Proceeds from the sale of the bonds shall be deposited in a separate 
fund or account within the state treasury created by the comptroller for this 
purpose. Money in the separate fund or account may be used only to pay for:

(1) construcƟ on and repair projects authorized by the legislature by general 
law or the General AppropriaƟ ons Act and administered by or on behalf of 
the General Services Commission, the Texas Youth Commission, the Texas 
Department of Criminal JusƟ ce, the Texas Department of Mental Health and 
Mental RetardaƟ on, the Parks and Wildlife Department, the adjutant general’s 
department, the Texas School for the Deaf, the Department of Agriculture, the 
Department of Public Safety of the State of Texas, the State PreservaƟ on Board, 
the Texas Department of Health, the Texas Historical Commission, or the Texas 
School for the Blind and Visually Impaired; or

(2) the purchase, as authorized by the legislature by general law or the 
General AppropriaƟ ons Act, of needed equipment by or on behalf of a state 
agency listed in Subdivision (1) of this subsecƟ on.

(c) The maximum net eff ecƟ ve interest rate to be borne by bonds issued 
under this secƟ on may be set by general law. 

(d) While any of the bonds or interest on the bonds authorized by this secƟ on 
is outstanding and unpaid, from the fi rst money coming into the state treasury 
in each fi scal year not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, an amount 
suffi  cient to pay the principal and interest on bonds that mature or become due 
during the fi scal year and to make payments that become due under a related 
credit agreement during the fi scal year is appropriated, less the amount in the 
sinking fund at the close of the previous fi scal year. 

(e) Bonds issued under this secƟ on, aŌ er approval by the aƩ orney general, 
registraƟ on by the comptroller of public accounts, and delivery to the purchasers, 
are incontestable and are general obligaƟ ons of the State of Texas under this 
consƟ tuƟ on. (Added Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 50-g. GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS ISSUED FOR MAINTENANCE, 
IMPROVEMENT, REPAIR, OR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS. (a) The legislature 
by general law may authorize the Texas Public Finance Authority to provide for, 
issue, and sell general obligaƟ on bonds of the State of Texas in an amount not 
to exceed $1 billion and to enter into related credit agreements. The bonds shall 
be executed in the form, on the terms, and in the denominaƟ ons, bear interest, 
and be issued in installments as prescribed by the Texas Public Finance Authority.

(b) Proceeds from the sale of the bonds shall be deposited in a separate 
fund or account within the state treasury created by the comptroller of public 
accounts for this purpose. Money in the separate fund or account may be used 
only to pay for:

(1) maintenance, improvement, repair, or construcƟ on projects authorized 
by the legislature by general law or the General Appropriations Act and 
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administered by or on behalf of the Texas Building and Procurement Commission, 
the Parks and Wildlife Department, the adjutant general’s department, the 
Department of State Health Services, the Department of Aging and Disability 
Services, the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, the Texas Youth 
Commission, the Texas Historical Commission, the Texas Department of Criminal 
JusƟ ce, the Texas School for the Deaf, or the Department of Public Safety of the 
State of Texas; or

(2) the purchase, as authorized by the legislature by general law or the 
General AppropriaƟ ons Act, of needed equipment by or on behalf of a state 
agency listed in Subdivision (1) of this subsecƟ on.

(c) The maximum net eff ecƟ ve interest rate to be borne by bonds issued 
under this secƟ on may be set by general law.

(d) While any of the bonds or interest on the bonds authorized by this secƟ on 
is outstanding and unpaid, from the fi rst money coming into the state treasury 
in each fi scal year not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, an amount 
suffi  cient to pay the principal and interest on bonds that mature or become due 
during the fi scal year and to make payments that become due under a related 
credit agreement during the fi scal year is appropriated, less the amount in the 
sinking fund at the close of the previous fi scal year.

(e) Bonds issued under this secƟ on, aŌ er approval by the aƩ orney general, 
registraƟ on by the comptroller of public accounts, and delivery to the purchasers, 
are incontestable and are general obligaƟ ons of the State of Texas under this 
consƟ tuƟ on. (Added Nov. 6, 2007.)

Sec. 51. GRANTS OF PUBLIC MONEY PROHIBITED; EXCEPTIONS. The 
Legislature shall have no power to make any grant or authorize the making of any 
grant of public moneys to any individual, associaƟ on of individuals, municipal or 
other corporaƟ ons whatsoever; provided that the provisions of this SecƟ on shall 
not be construed so as to prevent the grant of aid in cases of public calamity. 
(Amended Nov. 6, 1894, Nov. 1, 1898, Nov. 8, 1904, Nov. 8, 1910, Nov. 5, 1912, 
Nov. 4, 1924, Nov. 6, 1928, Nov. 5, 1968, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on 
provisions for Sec. 51: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 51-a. ASSISTANCE GRANTS AND MEDICAL CARE FOR NEEDY 
AGED, DISABLED, AND BLIND PERSONS AND NEEDY CHILDREN; FEDERAL 
FUNDS. (a) The Legislature shall have the power, by General Laws, to provide, 
subject to limitaƟ ons herein contained, and such other limitaƟ ons, restricƟ ons 
and regulaƟ ons as may by the Legislature be deemed expedient, for assistance 
grants to needy dependent children and the caretakers of such children, needy 
persons who are totally and permanently disabled because of a mental or physical 
handicap, needy aged persons and needy blind persons.

(b) The Legislature may provide by General Law for medical care, 
rehabilitaƟ on and other similar services for needy persons. The Legislature may 
prescribe such other eligibility requirements for parƟ cipaƟ on in these programs 
as it deems appropriate and may make appropriaƟ ons out of state funds for 
such purposes. The maximum amount paid out of state funds for assistance 
grants to or on behalf of needy dependent children and their caretakers shall 
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not exceed one percent of the state budget. The Legislature by general statute 
shall provide for the means for determining the state budget amounts, including 
state and other funds appropriated by the Legislature, to be used in establishing 
the biennial limit.

(c) Provided further, that if the limitaƟ ons and restricƟ ons herein contained 
are found to be in confl ict with the provisions of appropriate federal statutes, as 
they now are or as they may be amended to the extent that federal matching 
money is not available to the state for these purposes, then and in that event 
the Legislature is specifi cally authorized and empowered to prescribe such 
limitaƟ ons and restricƟ ons and enact such laws as may be necessary in order 
that such federal matching money will be available for assistance and/or medical 
care for or on behalf of needy persons.

(d) Nothing in this SecƟ on shall be construed to amend, modify or repeal 
SecƟ on 31 of ArƟ cle XVI of this ConsƟ tuƟ on; provided further, however, that 
such medical care, services or assistance shall also include the employment 
of objecƟ ve or subjecƟ ve means, without the use of drugs, for the purpose of 
ascertaining and measuring the powers of vision of the human eye, and fi ƫ  ng 
lenses or prisms to correct or remedy any defect or abnormal condiƟ on of vision. 
Nothing herein shall be construed to permit optometrists to treat the eyes for 
any defect whatsoever in any manner nor to administer nor to prescribe any 
drug or physical treatment whatsoever, unless such optometrist is a regularly 
licensed physician or surgeon under the laws of this state. (Added Aug. 25, 1945; 
amended Nov. 2, 1954, Nov. 5, 1957, Nov. 6, 1962, Nov. 9, 1963, Nov. 2, 1965, 
Aug. 5, 1969, Nov. 2, 1982, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions 
for Sec. 51-a: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 51-a-1. ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENTS. (a) The 
legislature by general law may authorize the use of public money to provide to 
local fi re departments and other public fi re-fi ghƟ ng organizaƟ ons:

(1) loans or other fi nancial assistance to purchase fi re-fi ghƟ ng equipment 
and to aid in providing necessary equipment and faciliƟ es to comply with federal 
and state law; and

(2) scholarships and grants to educate and train the members of local fi re 
departments and other public fi re-fi ghƟ ng organizaƟ ons.

(b) A porƟ on of the money used under this secƟ on may be used for the 
administraƟ ve costs of the program. The legislature shall provide for the terms 
and condiƟ ons of scholarships, grants, loans, and other fi nancial assistance to 
be provided under this secƟ on. (Added Nov. 7, 1989.)

Sec. 51-b. (Repealed Nov. 7, 1978.)
Sec. 51-c. AID OR COMPENSATION TO PERSONS IMPROPERLY FINED 

OR IMPRISONED. The Legislature may grant aid and compensaƟ on to any 
person who has heretofore paid a fi ne or served a sentence in prison, or who 
may hereaŌ er pay a fi ne or serve a sentence in prison, under the laws of this 
State for an off ense for which he or she is not guilty, under such regulaƟ ons and 
limitaƟ ons as the Legislature may deem expedient. (Added Nov. 6, 1956.)
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Sec.  51-d.  PAYMENT OF ASSISTANCE TO SURVIVORS OF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AND OTHER OFFICERS. The Legislature shall have the power, 
by general law, to provide for the payment of assistance by the State of Texas 
to the surviving spouse, minor children, and surviving dependent parents, 
brothers, and sisters of offi  cers, employees, and agents, including members of 
organized volunteer fi re departments and members of organized police reserve 
or auxiliary units with authority to make an arrest, of the state or of any city, 
county, district, or other poliƟ cal subdivision who, because of the hazardous 
nature of their duƟ es, suff er death in the course of the performance of those 
offi  cial duƟ es. Should the Legislature enact any enabling laws in anƟ cipaƟ on of 
this amendment, no such law shall be void by reason of its anƟ cipatory nature. 
(Added Nov. 8, 1966; amended Aug. 5, 1969, and Nov. 6, 1984.)

Sec. 51-e. (Repealed April 22, 1975.)
Sec. 51-f. (Repealed April 22, 1975.)
Sec. 51g. SOCIAL SECURITY COVERAGE OF PROPRIETARY EMPLOYEES 

OF POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. The Legislature shall have the power to pass 
such laws as may be necessary to enable the State to enter into agreements 
with the Federal Government to obtain for proprietary employees of its poliƟ cal 
subdivisions coverage under the old-age and survivors insurance provisions of 
Title II of the Federal Social Security Act as amended. The Legislature shall have 
the power to make appropriaƟ ons and authorize all obligaƟ ons necessary to the 
establishment of such Social Security coverage program. (Added Nov. 2, 1954.)

Sec. 52. COUNTIES, CITIES OR OTHER POLITICAL CORPORATIONS OR 
SUBDIVISIONS; LENDING CREDIT; GRANTS; BONDS. (a) Except as otherwise 
provided by this secƟ on, the Legislature shall have no power to authorize any 
county, city, town or other poliƟ cal corporaƟ on or subdivision of the State to 
lend its credit or to grant public money or thing of value in aid of, or to any 
individual, associaƟ on or corporaƟ on whatsoever, or to become a stockholder 
in such corporaƟ on, associaƟ on or company. However, this secƟ on does not 
prohibit the use of public funds or credit for the payment of premiums on 
nonassessable property and casualty, life, health, or accident insurance policies 
and annuity contracts issued by a mutual insurance company authorized to do 
business in this State.

(b) Under LegislaƟ ve provision, any county, poliƟ cal subdivision of a county, 
number of adjoining counƟ es, poliƟ cal subdivision of the State, or defi ned 
district now or hereaŌ er to be described and defi ned within the State of Texas, 
and which may or may not include, towns, villages or municipal corporaƟ ons, 
upon a vote of two-thirds majority of the voƟ ng qualifi ed voters of such district 
or territory to be aff ected thereby, may issue bonds or otherwise lend its credit 
in any amount not to exceed one-fourth of the assessed valuaƟ on of the real 
property of such district or territory, except that the total bonded indebtedness of 
any city or town shall never exceed the limits imposed by other provisions of this 
ConsƟ tuƟ on, and levy and collect taxes to pay the interest thereon and provide 
a sinking fund for the redempƟ on thereof, as the Legislature may authorize, and 
in such manner as it may authorize the same, for the following purposes to wit:

(1) The improvement of rivers, creeks, and streams to prevent overfl ows, and 
to permit of navigaƟ on thereof, or irrigaƟ on thereof, or in aid of such purposes.
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(2) The construcƟ on and maintenance of pools, lakes, reservoirs, dams, 
canals and waterways for the purposes of irrigaƟ on, drainage or navigaƟ on, or 
in aid thereof.

(3) The construcƟ on, maintenance and operaƟ on of macadamized, graveled 
or paved roads and turnpikes, or in aid thereof.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of SubsecƟ on (b) of this SecƟ on, bonds 
may be issued by any county in an amount not to exceed one-fourth of the 
assessed valuaƟ on of the real property in the county, for the construcƟ on, 
maintenance, and operaƟ on of macadamized, graveled, or paved roads and 
turnpikes, or in aid thereof, upon a vote of a majority of the voƟ ng qualifi ed voters 
of the county, and without the necessity of further or amendatory legislaƟ on. The 
county may levy and collect taxes to pay the interest on the bonds as it becomes 
due and to provide a sinking fund for redempƟ on of the bonds.

(d) Any defi ned district created under this secƟ on that is authorized to 
issue bonds or otherwise lend its credit for the purposes stated in Subdivisions 
(1) and (2) of SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on may engage in fi re-fi ghƟ ng acƟ viƟ es 
and may issue bonds or otherwise lend its credit for fi re-fi ghƟ ng purposes as 
provided by law and this consƟ tuƟ on.

(e) A county, city, town, or other poliƟ cal corporaƟ on or subdivision of the 
state may invest its funds as authorized by law. (Amended Nov. 8, 1904; Subsecs. 
(a) and (b) amended and (c) added Nov. 3, 1970; Subsec. (d) added Nov. 7, 1978; 
Subsec. (a) amended Nov. 4, 1986; Subsec. (e) added Nov. 7, 1989; Subsecs. (a), 
(b), and (c) amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 52: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 52-a. LOAN OR GRANT OF PUBLIC MONEY FOR ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT. Notwithstanding any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, 
the legislature may provide for the creaƟ on of programs and the making of 
loans and grants of public money, other than money otherwise dedicated 
by this consƟ tuƟ on to use for a diff erent purpose, for the public purposes of 
development and diversifi caƟ on of the economy of the state, the eliminaƟ on of 
unemployment or underemployment in the state, the sƟ mulaƟ on of agricultural 
innovaƟ on, the fostering of the growth of enterprises based on agriculture, or the 
development or expansion of transportaƟ on or commerce in the state. Any bonds 
or other obligaƟ ons of a county, municipality, or other poliƟ cal subdivision of 
the state that are issued for the purpose of making loans or grants in connecƟ on 
with a program authorized by the legislature under this secƟ on and that are 
payable from ad valorem taxes must be approved by a vote of the majority of the 
registered voters of the county, municipality, or poliƟ cal subdivision voƟ ng on 
the issue. A program created or a loan or grant made as provided by this secƟ on 
that is not secured by a pledge of ad valorem taxes or fi nanced by the issuance 
of any bonds or other obligaƟ ons payable from ad valorem taxes of the poliƟ cal 
subdivision does not consƟ tute or create a debt for the purpose of any provision 
of this consƟ tuƟ on. An enabling law enacted by the legislature in anƟ cipaƟ on of 
the adopƟ on of this amendment is not void because of its anƟ cipatory character. 
(Added Nov. 3, 1987; amended Nov. 8, 2005.)
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Sec. 52-b. LOAN OF STATE’S CREDIT OR GRANT OF PUBLIC MONEY FOR 
TOLL ROAD PURPOSES. The Legislature shall have no power or authority to in 
any manner lend the credit of the State or grant any public money to, or assume 
any indebtedness, present or future, bonded or otherwise, of any individual, 
person, fi rm, partnership, associaƟ on, corporaƟ on, public corporaƟ on, public 
agency, or poliƟ cal subdivision of the State, or anyone else, which is now or 
hereaŌ er authorized to construct, maintain or operate toll roads and turnpikes 
within this State except that the Legislature may authorize the Texas Department 
of TransportaƟ on to expend, grant, or loan money, from any source available, for 
the acquisiƟ on, construcƟ on, maintenance, or operaƟ on of turnpikes, toll roads, 
and toll bridges. (Added Nov. 2, 1954; amended Nov. 5, 1991, and Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 52-c. (Blank.)
Sec. 52d. COUNTY OR ROAD DISTRICT TAX FOR ROAD PURPOSES. 

(a) Upon the vote of a majority of the qualifi ed voters so authorizing, a county 
or road district may collect an annual tax for a period not exceeding fi ve (5) years 
to create a fund for construcƟ ng lasƟ ng and permanent roads and bridges or 
both. No contract involving the expenditure of any of such fund shall be valid 
unless, when it is made, money shall be on hand in such fund.

(b) At such elecƟ on, the Commissioners’ Court shall submit for adopƟ on 
a road plan and designate the amount of special tax to be levied; the number 
of years said tax is to be levied; the locaƟ on, descripƟ on, and character of the 
roads and bridges; and the esƟ mated cost thereof. The funds raised by such taxes 
shall not be used for purposes other than those specifi ed in the plan submiƩ ed 
to the voters. ElecƟ ons may be held from Ɵ me to Ɵ me to extend or disconƟ nue 
said plan or to increase or diminish said tax. The Legislature shall enact laws 
prescribing the procedure hereunder.

(c) The provisions of this secƟ on shall apply only to Harris County and road 
districts therein. (Added Aug. 23, 1937; amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 52d: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 52e. PAYMENT OF MEDICAL EXPENSES OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICIALS. Each county in the State of Texas is hereby authorized to pay all 
medical expenses, all doctor bills and all hospital bills for Sheriff s, Deputy Sheriff s, 
Constables, Deputy Constables and other county and precinct law enforcement 
offi  cials who are injured in the course of their offi  cial duƟ es; providing that while 
said Sheriff , Deputy Sheriff , Constable, Deputy Constable or other county or 
precinct law enforcement offi  cial is hospitalized or incapacitated that the county 
shall conƟ nue to pay his maximum salary; providing, however, that said payment 
of salary shall cease on the expiraƟ on of the term of offi  ce to which such offi  cial 
was elected or appointed. Provided, however, that no provision contained herein 
shall be construed to amend, modify, repeal or nullify ArƟ cle 16, SecƟ on 31, of 
the ConsƟ tuƟ on of the State of Texas. (Added Nov. 11, 1967.)

Sec. 52f. PRIVATE ROAD WORK BY CERTAIN COUNTIES. A county with a 
populaƟ on of 5,000 or less, according to the most recent federal census, may 
construct and maintain private roads if it imposes a reasonable charge for the 
work. The Legislature by general law may limit this authority. Revenue received 
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from private road work may be used only for the construction, including 
right-of-way acquisiƟ on, or maintenance of public roads. (Added Nov. 4, 1980.)

Sec. 52g. DALLAS COUNTY BOND ISSUES FOR ROADS AND TURNPIKES. 
Bonds to be issued by Dallas County under SecƟ on 52(b)(3) of ArƟ cle III of this 
ConsƟ tuƟ on may, without the necessity of further or amendatory legislaƟ on, 
be issued upon a vote of a majority of the voƟ ng qualifi ed voters of said county, 
and bonds heretofore or hereaŌ er issued under SubsecƟ ons (a) and (b) of said 
SecƟ on 52 shall not be included in determining the debt limit prescribed in 
said SecƟ on. (Added Nov. 5, 1968; amended Nov. 4, 1997, and Nov. 2, 1999.) 
(Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 52g: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 52h. MUNICIPALITIES TO DONATE OUTDATED OR SURPLUS FIRE 
FIGHTING EQUIPMENT TO UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRIES. A municipality 
may donate to an underdeveloped country outdated or surplus equipment, 
supplies, or other materials used in fi ghƟ ng fi res. (Added Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 52i. MUNICIPALITIES TO DONATE SURPLUS FIRE FIGHTING 
EQUIPMENT FOR RURAL FIRE PROTECTION. (a) A municipality may donate 
surplus equipment, supplies, or other materials used in fi ghƟ ng fi res to the 
Texas Forest Service or to a successor agency authorized to cooperate in the 
development of rural fi re protecƟ on plans.

(b) The Texas Forest Service or the successor agency may, based on need, 
redistribute to rural volunteer fi re departments the equipment, supplies, or 
materials donated under SubsecƟ on (a). (Added Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 52j. SALE OF REAL PROPERTY ACQUIRED THROUGH EMINENT 
DOMAIN. A governmental enƟ ty may sell real property acquired through eminent 
domain to the person who owned the real property interest immediately before 
the governmental enƟ ty acquired the property interest, or to the person’s heirs, 
successors, or assigns, at the price the enƟ ty paid at the Ɵ me of acquisiƟ on if:

(1) the public use for which the property was acquired through eminent 
domain is canceled;

(2) no actual progress is made toward the public use during a prescribed 
period of Ɵ me; or

(3) the property is unnecessary for the public use. (Added Nov. 6, 2007.)
Sec. 52k. MUNICIPALITY OR COUNTY BOND OR NOTE ISSUES TO ACQUIRE 

LAND SURROUNDING MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. The legislature by general law 
may authorize a municipality or county to issue bonds or notes to fi nance the 
acquisiƟ on of buff er areas or open spaces adjacent to a military installaƟ on for 
the prevenƟ on of encroachment or for the construcƟ on of roadways, uƟ liƟ es, or 
other infrastructure to protect or promote the mission of the military installaƟ on. 
The municipality or county may pledge increases in ad valorem tax revenues 
imposed in the area by the municipality, county, or other poliƟ cal subdivisions 
for repayment of the bonds or notes. (Added Nov. 3, 2009.)

Sec. 53. COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES; EXTRA COMPENSATION; 
UNAUTHORIZED CLAIMS. The Legislature shall have no power to grant, or to 
authorize any county or municipal authority to grant, any extra compensaƟ on, 
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fee or allowance to a public offi  cer, agent, servant or contractor, aŌ er service 
has been rendered, or a contract has been entered into, and performed in whole 
or in part; nor pay, nor authorize the payment of, any claim created against any 
county or municipality of the State, under any agreement or contract, made 
without authority of law.

Sec. 54. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
54: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 55. RELEASE OR EXTINGUISHMENT OF INDEBTEDNESS TO STATE, 
COUNTY, SUBDIVISION, OR MUNICIPAL CORPORATION. The Legislature 
shall have no power to release or exƟ nguish, or to authorize the releasing or 
exƟ nguishing, in whole or in part, the indebtedness, liability or obligaƟ on of any 
corporaƟ on or individual, to this State or to any county or defi ned subdivision 
thereof, or other municipal corporaƟ on therein, except delinquent taxes which 
have been due for a period of at least ten years. (Amended Nov. 8, 1932.)

Sec. 56. LOCAL AND SPECIAL LAWS. (a) The Legislature shall not, except as 
otherwise provided in this ConsƟ tuƟ on, pass any local or special law, authorizing:

(1) the creaƟ on, extension or impairing of liens;
(2) regulaƟ ng the aff airs of counƟ es, ciƟ es, towns, wards or school districts;
(3) changing the names of persons or places;
(4) changing the venue in civil or criminal cases;
(5) authorizing the laying out, opening, altering or maintaining of roads, 

highways, streets or alleys;
(6) relaƟ ng to ferries or bridges, or incorporaƟ ng ferry or bridge companies, 

except for the erecƟ on of bridges crossing streams which form boundaries 
between this and any other State;

(7) vacaƟ ng roads, town plats, streets or alleys;
(8) relaƟ ng to cemeteries, grave-yards or public grounds not of the State;
(9) authorizing the adopƟ on or legiƟ maƟ on of children;
(10) locaƟ ng or changing county seats;
(11) incorporaƟ ng ciƟ es, towns or villages, or changing their charters;
(12) for the opening and conducƟ ng of elecƟ ons, or fi xing or changing the 

places of voƟ ng;
(13) granƟ ng divorces;
(14) creaƟ ng offi  ces, or prescribing the powers and duƟ es of offi  cers, in 

counƟ es, ciƟ es, towns, elecƟ on or school districts;
(15) changing the law of descent or succession;
(16) regulaƟ ng the pracƟ ce or jurisdicƟ on of, or changing the rules of 

evidence in any judicial proceeding or inquiry before courts, jusƟ ces of the 
peace, sheriff s, commissioners, arbitrators or other tribunals, or providing or 
changing methods for the collecƟ on of debts, or the enforcing of judgments, or 
prescribing the eff ect of judicial sales of real estate;
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(17) regulaƟ ng the fees, or extending the powers and duƟ es of aldermen, 
jusƟ ces of the peace, magistrates or constables;

(18) regulaƟ ng the management of public schools, the building or repairing 
of school houses, and the raising of money for such purposes;

(19) fi xing the rate of interest;
(20) aff ecƟ ng the estates of minors, or persons under disability;
(21) remiƫ  ng fi nes, penalƟ es and forfeitures, and refunding moneys legally 

paid into the treasury;
(22) exempƟ ng property from taxaƟ on;
(23) regulaƟ ng labor, trade, mining and manufacturing;
(24) declaring any named person of age;
(25) extending the time for the assessment or collection of taxes, or 

otherwise relieving any assessor or collector of taxes from the due performance 
of his offi  cial duƟ es, or his securiƟ es from liability;

(26) giving eff ect to informal or invalid wills or deeds;
(27) summoning or empanelling grand or peƟ t juries;
(28) for limitaƟ on of civil or criminal acƟ ons;
(29) for incorporaƟ ng railroads or other works of internal improvements; or
(30) relieving or discharging any person or set of persons from the 

performance of any public duty or service imposed by general law.
(b) In addiƟ on to those laws described by SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on in 

all other cases where a general law can be made applicable, no local or special 
law shall be enacted; provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to prohibit the Legislature from passing:

(1) special laws for the preservaƟ on of the game and fi sh of this State in 
certain localiƟ es; and

(2) fence laws applicable to any subdivision of this State or counƟ es as may 
be needed to meet the wants of the people. (Amended Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provision for Sec. 56: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 57. NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY FOR LOCAL OR SPECIAL 
LAWS. No local or special law shall be passed, unless noƟ ce of the intenƟ on 
to apply therefor shall have been published in the locality where the maƩ er or 
thing to be aff ected may be situated, which noƟ ce shall state the substance of 
the contemplated law, and shall be published at least thirty days prior to the 
introducƟ on into the Legislature of such bill and in the manner to be provided 
by law. The evidence of such noƟ ce having been published, shall be exhibited in 
the Legislature, before such act shall be passed.

Sec. 58. SEAT OF GOVERNMENT. The Legislature shall hold its sessions at 
the City of AusƟ n, which is hereby declared to be the seat of government.
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Sec. 59. WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE FOR STATE EMPLOYEES. 
The Legislature shall have power to pass such laws as may be necessary to provide 
for Workers’ CompensaƟ on Insurance for such State employees, as in its judgment 
is necessary or required; and to provide for the payment of all costs, charges, 
and premiums on such policies of insurance; providing the State shall never be 
required to purchase insurance for any employee. (Added Nov. 3, 1936; amended 
Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 59: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 60. WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE FOR EMPLOYEES OF 
COUNTIES AND OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. The Legislature shall have 
the power to pass such laws as may be necessary to enable all counƟ es, ciƟ es, 
towns, villages, and other poliƟ cal subdivisions of this State to provide Workers’ 
CompensaƟ on Insurance, including the right of a poliƟ cal subdivision to provide 
its own insurance risk, for all employees of the poliƟ cal subdivision as in its 
judgment is necessary or required; and the Legislature shall provide suitable laws 
for the administraƟ on of such insurance in the counƟ es, ciƟ es, towns, villages, 
or other poliƟ cal subdivisions of this State and for the payment of the costs, 
charges and premiums on such policies of insurance and the benefi ts to be paid 
thereunder. (Added Nov. 2, 1948; amended Nov. 6, 1962, and Nov. 6, 2001.) 
(Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 60: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 61. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 
61: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 61-a. MINIMUM SALARIES. The Legislature shall not fi x the salary of 
the Governor, AƩ orney General, Comptroller of Public Accounts, Commissioner 
of the General Land Offi  ce or Secretary of State at a sum less than that fi xed 
for such offi  cials in the ConsƟ tuƟ on on January 1, 1953. (Added Nov. 2, 1954; 
amended Nov. 7, 1995, and Nov. 4, 1997.)

Sec.  62.  CONTINUITY OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL 
OPERATIONS; SUSPENSION OF CONSTITUTIONAL PROCEDURAL RULES. 
(a) The Legislature, in order to insure conƟ nuity of state and local governmental 
operaƟ ons in periods of emergency resulƟ ng from disasters caused by enemy 
aƩ ack, shall have the power and the immediate duty to provide for prompt and 
temporary succession to the powers and duƟ es of public offi  ces, of whatever 
nature and whether fi lled by elecƟ on or appointment, the incumbents of which 
may become unavailable for carrying on the powers and duƟ es of such offi  ces. 
Provided, however, that ArƟ cle I of the ConsƟ tuƟ on of Texas, known as the “Bill 
of Rights” shall not be in any manner aff ected, amended, impaired, suspended, 
repealed or suspended hereby.

(b) When such a period of emergency or the immediate threat of enemy 
aƩ ack exists, the Legislature may suspend procedural rules imposed by this 
ConsƟ tuƟ on that relate to:

(1) the order of business of the Legislature;
(2) the percentage of each house of the Legislature necessary to consƟ tute 

a quorum;
(3) the requirement that a bill must be read on three days in each house 

before it has the force of law;
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(4) the requirement that a bill must be referred to and reported from 
commiƩ ee before its consideraƟ on; and

(5) the date on which laws passed by the Legislature take eff ect.
(c) When such a period of emergency or the immediate threat of enemy 

aƩ ack exists, the Governor, aŌ er consulƟ ng with the Lieutenant Governor and 
the Speaker of the House of RepresentaƟ ves, may suspend the consƟ tuƟ onal 
requirement that the Legislature hold its sessions in Austin, the seat of 
government. When this requirement has been suspended, the Governor shall 
determine a place other than AusƟ n at which the Legislature will hold its sessions 
during such period of emergency or immediate threat of enemy aƩ ack. The 
Governor shall noƟ fy the Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House of 
RepresentaƟ ves of the place and Ɵ me at which the Legislature will meet. The 
Governor may take security precauƟ ons, consistent with the state of emergency, 
in determining the extent to which that informaƟ on may be released.

(d) To suspend the consƟ tuƟ onal rules specifi ed by SubsecƟ on (b) of this 
secƟ on, the Governor must issue a proclamaƟ on and the House of RepresentaƟ ves 
and the Senate must concur in the proclamaƟ on as provided by this secƟ on.

(e) The Governor’s proclamaƟ on must declare that a period of emergency 
resulƟ ng from disasters caused by enemy aƩ ack exists, or that the immediate 
threat of enemy aƩ ack exists, and that suspension of consƟ tuƟ onal rules relaƟ ng 
to legislaƟ ve procedure is necessary to assure conƟ nuity of state government. 
The proclamaƟ on must specify the period, not to exceed two years, during which 
the consƟ tuƟ onal rules specifi ed by SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on are suspended.

(f) The House of RepresentaƟ ves and the Senate, by concurrent resoluƟ on 
approved by the majority of the members present, must concur in the Governor’s 
proclamaƟ on. A resoluƟ on of the House of RepresentaƟ ves and the Senate 
concurring in the Governor’s proclamaƟ on suspends the consƟ tuƟ onal rules 
specifi ed by SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on for the period of Ɵ me specifi ed by the 
Governor’s proclamaƟ on.

(g) The consƟ tuƟ onal rules specifi ed by SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on may not 
be suspended for more than two years under a single proclamaƟ on. A suspension 
may be renewed, however, if the Governor issues another proclamaƟ on as 
provided by SubsecƟ on (e) of this secƟ on and the House of RepresentaƟ ves and 
the Senate, by concurrent resoluƟ on, concur in that proclamaƟ on. (Added Nov. 
6, 1962; Subsec. (a) amended and (b)-(g) added Nov. 8, 1983.)

Sec. 63. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 
63: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec.  64.  CO N S O L I DAT I O N O F G OV E R N M E N TA L O F F I C ES A N D 
FUNCTIONS. (a) The Legislature may by special statute provide for consolidaƟ on 
of governmental offi  ces and funcƟ ons of government of any one or more poliƟ cal 
subdivisions comprising or located within any county. Any such statute shall 
require an elecƟ on to be held within the poliƟ cal subdivisions aff ected thereby 
with approval by a majority of the voters in each of these subdivisions, under 
such terms and condiƟ ons as the Legislature may require.
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(b) The county government, or any political subdivision(s) comprising 
or located therein, may contract one with another for the performance of 
governmental funcƟ ons required or authorized by this ConsƟ tuƟ on or the Laws 
of this State, under such terms and condiƟ ons as the Legislature may prescribe. 
No person acƟ ng under a contract made pursuant to this SubsecƟ on (b) shall be 
deemed to hold more than one offi  ce of honor, trust or profi t or more than one 
civil offi  ce of emolument. The term “governmental funcƟ ons,” as it relates to 
counƟ es, includes all duƟ es, acƟ viƟ es and operaƟ ons of statewide importance 
in which the county acts for the State, as well as of local importance, whether 
required or authorized by this ConsƟ tuƟ on or the Laws of this State. (Added Nov. 
5, 1968; Subsec. (a) amended Nov. 3, 1970.)

Sec. 65. PUBLIC BONDS; INTEREST RATE; CONFLICTING RATES REPEALED; 
VETERANS’ LAND BOARD BONDS. (a) Wherever the ConsƟ tuƟ on authorizes an 
agency, instrumentality, or subdivision of the State to issue bonds and specifi es 
the maximum rate of interest which may be paid on such bonds issued pursuant 
to such consƟ tuƟ onal authority, such bonds may bear interest at rates not to 
exceed a weighted average annual interest rate of 12% unless otherwise provided 
by SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on. All ConsƟ tuƟ onal provisions specifi cally seƫ  ng 
rates in confl ict with this provision are hereby repealed.

(b) Bonds issued by the Veterans’ Land Board aŌ er the eff ecƟ ve date of 
this subsecƟ on bear interest at a rate or rates determined by the board, but the 
rate or rates may not exceed a net eff ecƟ ve interest rate of 10% per year unless 
otherwise provided by law. A statute that is in eff ect on the eff ecƟ ve date of this 
subsecƟ on and that sets as a maximum interest rate payable on bonds issued by 
the Veterans’ Land Board a rate diff erent from the maximum rate provided by 
this subsecƟ on is ineff ecƟ ve unless reenacted by the legislature aŌ er that date. 
(Added Nov. 7, 1972; Subsec. (a) amended and (b) added Nov. 3, 1981; Subsec. 
(a) amended Nov. 2, 1982.)

Sec. 66. LIMITATION ON LIABILITY FOR NONECONOMIC DAMAGES. 
(a) In this secƟ on “economic damages” means compensatory damages for 
any pecuniary loss or damage. The term does not include any loss or damage, 
however characterized, for past, present, and future physical pain and suff ering, 
mental anguish and suff ering, loss of consorƟ um, loss of companionship and 
society, disfi gurement, or physical impairment.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, the legislature 
by statute may determine the limit of liability for all damages and losses, 
however characterized, other than economic damages, of a provider of medical 
or health care with respect to treatment, lack of treatment, or other claimed 
departure from an accepted standard of medical or health care or safety, however 
characterized, that is or is claimed to be a cause of, or that contributes or is 
claimed to contribute to, disease, injury, or death of a person. This subsecƟ on 
applies without regard to whether the claim or cause of acƟ on arises under or is 
derived from common law, a statute, or other law, including any claim or cause of 
acƟ on based or sounding in tort, contract, or any other theory or any combinaƟ on 
of theories of liability. The claim or cause of acƟ on includes a medical or health 
care liability claim as defi ned by the legislature.
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(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, aŌ er January 1, 
2005, the legislature by statute may determine the limit of liability for all damages 
and losses, however characterized, other than economic damages, in a claim or 
cause of acƟ on not covered by SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on. This subsecƟ on 
applies without regard to whether the claim or cause of acƟ on arises under 
or is derived from common law, a statute, or other law, including any claim or 
cause of acƟ on based or sounding in tort, contract, or any other theory or any 
combinaƟ on of theories of liability.

(d) Except as provided by SubsecƟ on (c) of this secƟ on, this secƟ on applies 
to a law enacted by the 78th Legislature, Regular Session, 2003, and to all 
subsequent regular or special sessions of the legislature.

(e) A legislaƟ ve exercise of authority under SubsecƟ on (c) of this secƟ on 
requires a three-fi Ō hs vote of all the members elected to each house and must 
include language ciƟ ng this secƟ on. (Added Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 67. CANCER PREVENTION AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF TEXAS. 
(a) The legislature shall establish the Cancer PrevenƟ on and Research InsƟ tute 
of Texas to:

(1) make grants to provide funds to public or private persons to implement 
the Texas Cancer Plan, and to insƟ tuƟ ons of learning and to advanced medical 
research faciliƟ es and collaboraƟ ons in this state for:

(A) research into the causes of and cures for all forms of cancer in humans;
(B) faciliƟ es for use in research into the causes of and cures for cancer; and
(C) research, including translational research, to develop therapies, 

protocols, medical pharmaceuƟ cals, or procedures for the cure or substanƟ al 
miƟ gaƟ on of all types of cancer in humans;

(2) support insƟ tuƟ ons of learning and advanced medical research faciliƟ es 
and collaboraƟ ons in this state in all stages in the process of fi nding the causes 
of all types of cancer in humans and developing cures, from laboratory research 
to clinical trials and including programs to address the problem of access to 
advanced cancer treatment; and

(3) establish the appropriate standards and oversight bodies to ensure the 
proper use of funds authorized under this provision for cancer research and 
faciliƟ es development.

(b) The members of the governing body and any other decision-making 
body of the Cancer PrevenƟ on and Research InsƟ tute of Texas may serve four-
year terms.

(c) The legislature by general law may authorize the Texas Public Finance 
Authority to provide for, issue, and sell general obligaƟ on bonds of the State of 
Texas on behalf of the Cancer PrevenƟ on and Research InsƟ tute of Texas in an 
amount not to exceed $3 billion and to enter into related credit agreements. 
The Texas Public Finance Authority may not issue more than $300 million in 
bonds authorized by this subsecƟ on in a year. The bonds shall be executed in 
the form, on the terms, and in the denominaƟ ons, bear interest, and be issued 
in installments as prescribed by the Texas Public Finance Authority.
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(d) Proceeds from the sale of the bonds shall be deposited in separate 
funds or accounts, as provided by general law, within the state treasury to be 
used by the Cancer PrevenƟ on and Research InsƟ tute of Texas for the purposes 
of this secƟ on.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, the Cancer 
Prevention and Research Institute of Texas, which is established in state 
government, may use the proceeds from bonds issued under SubsecƟ on (c) of 
this secƟ on and federal or private grants and giŌ s to pay for:

(1) grants for cancer research, for research faciliƟ es, and for research 
opportunities in this state to develop therapies, protocols, medical 
pharmaceuƟ cals, or procedures for the cure or substanƟ al miƟ gaƟ on of all 
types of cancer in humans;

(2) grants for cancer prevenƟ on and control programs in this state to miƟ gate 
the incidence of all types of cancer in humans;

(3) the purchase, subject to approval by the Cancer PrevenƟ on and Research 
InsƟ tute, of laboratory faciliƟ es by or on behalf of a state agency or grant 
recipient; and

(4) the operaƟ on of the Cancer PrevenƟ on and Research InsƟ tute of Texas.
(f) The bond proceeds may be used to pay the costs of issuing the bonds 

and any administraƟ ve expense related to the bonds.
(g) While any of the bonds or interest on the bonds authorized by this secƟ on 

is outstanding and unpaid, from the fi rst money coming into the state treasury 
in each fi scal year not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, an amount 
suffi  cient to pay the principal of and interest on bonds that mature or become 
due during the fi scal year and to make payments that become due under a related 
credit agreement during the fi scal year is appropriated, less the amount in the 
sinking fund at the close of the previous fi scal year.

(h) Bonds issued under this secƟ on, aŌ er approval by the aƩ orney general, 
registraƟ on by the comptroller of public accounts, and delivery to the purchasers, 
are incontestable and are general obligaƟ ons of the State of Texas under this 
consƟ tuƟ on.

(i) Before the Cancer PrevenƟ on and Research InsƟ tute of Texas may make 
a grant of any proceeds of the bonds issued under this secƟ on, the recipient of 
the grant must have an amount of funds equal to one-half the amount of the 
grant dedicated to the research that is the subject of the grant request.

(j) The Texas Public Finance Authority shall consider using a business whose 
principal place of business is located in the state to issue the bonds authorized 
by this secƟ on and shall include using a historically underuƟ lized business as 
defi ned by general law. (Added Nov. 6, 2007.)
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ARTICLE 4
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Sec. 1. OFFICERS CONSTITUTING THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. The 
ExecuƟ ve Department of the State shall consist of a Governor, who shall be the 
Chief ExecuƟ ve Offi  cer of the State, a Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, Commissioner of the General Land Offi  ce, and 
AƩ orney General. (Amended Nov. 7, 1995.)

Sec. 2. ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. All the 
above offi  cers of the ExecuƟ ve Department (except Secretary of State) shall be 
elected by the qualifi ed voters of the State at the Ɵ me and places of elecƟ on for 
members of the Legislature.

Sec. 3. RETURNS OF ELECTION; DECLARATION OF ELECTION; TIE VOTES; 
CONTESTS. The returns of every election for said executive officers, until 
otherwise provided by law, shall be made out, sealed up, and transmiƩ ed by 
the returning offi  cers prescribed by law, to the seat of Government, directed to 
the Secretary of State, who shall deliver the same to the Speaker of the House 
of RepresentaƟ ves, as soon as the Speaker shall be chosen, and the said Speaker 
shall, during the fi rst week of the session of the Legislature, open and publish 
them in the presence of both Houses of the Legislature. The person, voted for 
at said elecƟ on, having the highest number of votes for each of said offi  ces 
respecƟ vely, and being consƟ tuƟ onally eligible, shall be declared by the Speaker, 
under sancƟ on of the Legislature, to be elected to said offi  ce. But, if two or more 
persons shall have the highest and an equal number of votes for either of said 
offi  ces, one of them shall be immediately chosen to such offi  ce by joint vote of 
both Houses of the Legislature. Contested elecƟ ons for either of said offi  ces, 
shall be determined by both Houses of the Legislature in joint session.

Sec. 3a. DEATH, DISABILITY, OR FAILURE TO QUALIFY OF PERSON 
RECEIVING HIGHEST VOTE. If, at the Ɵ me the Legislature shall canvass the 
elecƟ on returns for the offi  ces of Governor and Lieutenant Governor, the person 
receiving the highest number of votes for the offi  ce of Governor, as declared 
by the Speaker, has died, fails to qualify, or for any other reason is unable to 
assume the offi  ce of Governor, then the person having the highest number of 
votes for the offi  ce of Lieutenant Governor shall become Governor for the full 
term to which the person was elected as Governor. By becoming the Governor, 
the person forfeits the offi  ce of Lieutenant Governor, and the resulƟ ng vacancy 
in the offi  ce of Lieutenant Governor shall be fi lled as provided by SecƟ on 9, 
ArƟ cle III, of this ConsƟ tuƟ on. If the person with the highest number of votes 
for the offi  ce of Governor, as declared by the Speaker, becomes temporarily 
unable to take offi  ce, then the Lieutenant Governor shall act as Governor unƟ l 
the person with the highest number of votes for the offi  ce of Governor becomes 
able to assume the offi  ce of Governor. Any succession to the Governorship not 
otherwise provided for in this ConsƟ tuƟ on, may be provided for by law; provided, 
however, that any person succeeding to the offi  ce of Governor shall be qualifi ed 
as otherwise provided in this ConsƟ tuƟ on, and shall, during the enƟ re term to 
which he may succeed, be under all the restricƟ ons and inhibiƟ ons imposed in 
this ConsƟ tuƟ on on the Governor. (Added Nov. 2, 1948; amended Nov. 2, 1999.)
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Sec. 4. INSTALLATION OF GOVERNOR; TERM; ELIGIBILITY. The Governor 
elected at the general elecƟ on in 1974, and thereaŌ er, shall be installed on the 
fi rst Tuesday aŌ er the organizaƟ on of the Legislature, or as soon thereaŌ er 
as pracƟ cable, and shall hold his offi  ce for the term of four years, or unƟ l his 
successor shall be duly installed. He shall be at least thirty years of age, a ciƟ zen 
of the United States, and shall have resided in this State at least fi ve years 
immediately preceding his elecƟ on. (Amended Nov. 7, 1972.)

Sec. 5. COMPENSATION OF GOVERNOR. The Governor shall, at stated 
Ɵ mes, receive as compensaƟ on for his services an annual salary in an amount 
to be fi xed by the Legislature, and shall have the use and occupaƟ on of the 
Governor’s Mansion, fi xtures and furniture. (Amended Nov. 3, 1936, and Nov. 
2, 1954.)

Sec. 6. HOLDING OTHER OFFICES; PRACTICE OF PROFESSION; OTHER 
SALARY, REWARD, OR COMPENSATION. During the Ɵ me he holds the offi  ce 
of Governor, he shall not hold any other offi  ce: civil, military or corporate; nor 
shall he pracƟ ce any profession, and receive compensaƟ on, reward, fee, or the 
promise thereof for the same; nor receive any salary, reward or compensaƟ on 
or the promise thereof from any person or corporaƟ on, for any service rendered 
or performed during the Ɵ me he is Governor, or to be thereaŌ er rendered or 
performed.

Sec. 7. COMMANDERͳINͳCHIEF OF MILITARY FORCES; CALLING FORTH 
MILITIA. He shall be Commander-in-Chief of the military forces of the State, 
except when they are called into actual service of the United States. He shall 
have power to call forth the miliƟ a to execute the laws of the State, to suppress 
insurrecƟ ons, and to repel invasions. (Amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 7: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 8. CONVENING LEGISLATURE ON EXTRAORDINARY OCCASIONS. 
(a) The Governor may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the Legislature at the 
seat of Government, or at a diff erent place, in case that should be in possession of 
the public enemy or in case of the prevalence of disease threat. His proclamaƟ on 
therefor shall state specifi cally the purpose for which the Legislature is convened.

(b) The Governor shall convene the Legislature in special session to appoint 
presidenƟ al electors if the Governor determines that a reasonable likelihood 
exists that a fi nal determinaƟ on of the appointment of electors will not occur 
before the deadline prescribed by law to ascertain a conclusive determinaƟ on 
of the appointment. The Legislature may not consider any subject other than 
the appointment of electors at that special session. (Amended Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 9. GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE AND RECOMMENDATIONS; ACCOUNTING 
FOR PUBLIC MONEY; ESTIMATES OF MONEY REQUIRED. The Governor shall, at 
the commencement of each session of the Legislature, and at the close of his 
term of offi  ce, give to the Legislature informaƟ on, by message, of the condiƟ on 
of the State; and he shall recommend to the Legislature such measures as he 
may deem expedient. He shall account to the Legislature for all public moneys 
received and paid out by him, from any funds subject to his order, with vouchers; 
and shall accompany his message with a statement of the same. And at the 
commencement of each regular session, he shall present esƟ mates of the amount 
of money required to be raised by taxaƟ on for all purposes.
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Sec. 10. EXECUTION OF LAWS; CONDUCT OF BUSINESS WITH OTHER 
STATES AND UNITED STATES. He shall cause the laws to be faithfully executed 
and shall conduct, in person, or in such manner as shall be prescribed by law, all 
intercourse and business of the State with other States and with the United States.

Sec. 11. BOARD OF PARDONS AND PAROLES; PAROLE LAWS; REPRIEVES, 
COMMUTATIONS, AND PARDONS; REMISSION OF FINES AND FORFEITURES. 
(a) The Legislature shall by law establish a Board of Pardons and Paroles and 
shall require it to keep record of its acƟ ons and the reasons for its acƟ ons. The 
Legislature shall have authority to enact parole laws and laws that require or 
permit courts to inform juries about the eff ect of good conduct Ɵ me and eligibility 
for parole or mandatory supervision on the period of incarceraƟ on served by a 
defendant convicted of a criminal off ense.

(b) In all criminal cases, except treason and impeachment, the Governor 
shall have power, aŌ er convicƟ on or successful compleƟ on of a term of deferred 
adjudicaƟ on community supervision, on the wriƩ en signed recommendaƟ on 
and advice of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, or a majority thereof, to grant 
reprieves and commutaƟ ons of punishment and pardons; and under such rules 
as the Legislature may prescribe, and upon the wriƩ en recommendaƟ on and 
advice of a majority of the Board of Pardons and Paroles, he shall have the power 
to remit fi nes and forfeitures. The Governor shall have the power to grant one 
reprieve in any capital case for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days; and he 
shall have power to revoke condiƟ onal pardons. With the advice and consent 
of the Legislature, he may grant reprieves, commutaƟ ons of punishment and 
pardons in cases of treason. (Amended Nov. 3, 1936, Nov. 8, 1983, and Nov. 7, 
1989; Subsec. (b) amended Nov. 8, 2011.)

Sec. 11A. SUSPENSION OF SENTENCE AND PROBATION. The Courts of 
the State of Texas having original jurisdicƟ on of criminal acƟ ons shall have the 
power, aŌ er convicƟ on, to suspend the imposiƟ on or execuƟ on of sentence and 
to place the defendant upon probaƟ on and to reimpose such sentence, under 
such condiƟ ons as the Legislature may prescribe. (Added Aug. 24, 1935.)

Sec. 11B. CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCIES. (a) The legislature by law may 
organize and combine into one or more agencies all agencies of the state that:

(1) have authority over the confi nement or supervision of persons convicted 
of criminal off enses;

(2) set standards or distribute state funds to poliƟ cal subdivisions that have 
authority over the confi nement or supervision of persons convicted of criminal 
off enses; or

(3) gather informaƟ on about the administraƟ on of criminal jusƟ ce.
(b) The legislature by law may authorize the appointment of members of 

more than one department of government to serve on the governing body. 
(Added Nov. 7, 1989.)

Sec. 12. VACANCIES IN STATE OR DISTRICT OFFICES. (a) All vacancies in 
State or district offi  ces, except members of the Legislature, shall be fi lled unless 
otherwise provided by law by appointment of the Governor.
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(b) An appointment of the Governor made during a session of the Senate 
shall be with the advice and consent of two-thirds of the Senate present.

(c) In accordance with this secƟ on, the Senate may give its advice and 
consent on an appointment of the Governor made during a recess of the Senate. 
To be confi rmed, the appointment must be with the advice and consent of 
two-thirds of the Senate present. If an appointment of the Governor is made 
during the recess of the Senate, the Governor shall nominate the appointee, 
or some other person to fi ll the vacancy, to the Senate during the fi rst ten days 
of its next session following the appointment. If the Senate does not confi rm a 
person under this subsecƟ on, the Governor shall nominate in accordance with 
this secƟ on the recess appointee or another person to fi ll the vacancy during 
the fi rst ten days of each subsequent session of the Senate unƟ l a confi rmaƟ on 
occurs. If the Governor does not nominate a person to the Senate during the fi rst 
ten days of a session of the Senate as required by this subsecƟ on, the Senate at 
that session may consider the recess appointee as if the Governor had nominated 
the appointee.

(d) If the Senate, at any special session, does not take fi nal acƟ on to confi rm 
or reject a previously unconfi rmed recess appointee or another person nominated 
to fi ll the vacancy for which the appointment was made:

(1) the Governor aŌ er the session may appoint another person to fi ll the 
vacancy; and

(2) the appointee, if otherwise qualifi ed and if not removed as provided 
by law, is enƟ tled to conƟ nue in offi  ce unƟ l the earlier of the following occurs:

(A) the Senate rejects the appointee at a subsequent session; or
(B) the Governor appoints another person to fill the vacancy under 

Subdivision (1) of this subsecƟ on.
(e) If the Senate, at a regular session, does not take fi nal acƟ on to confi rm or 

reject a previously unconfi rmed recess appointee or another person nominated 
to fi ll the vacancy for which the appointment was made, the appointee or other 
person, as appropriate, is considered to be rejected by the Senate when the 
Senate session ends.

(f) If an appointee is rejected, the offi  ce shall immediately become vacant, 
and the Governor shall, without delay, make further nominations, until a 
confi rmaƟ on takes place. If a person has been rejected by the Senate to fi ll a 
vacancy, the Governor may not appoint the person to fi ll the vacancy or, during 
the term of the vacancy for which the person was rejected, to fi ll another vacancy 
in the same offi  ce or on the same board, commission, or other body.

(g) Appointments to vacancies in offi  ces elecƟ ve by the people shall only 
conƟ nue unƟ l the next general elecƟ on.

(h) The Legislature by general law may limit the term to be served by a 
person appointed by the Governor to fi ll a vacancy in a state or district offi  ce to 
a period that ends before the vacant term otherwise expires or, for an elecƟ ve 
office, before the next election at which the vacancy is to be filled, if the 
appointment is made on or aŌ er November 1 preceding the general elecƟ on for 
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the succeeding term of the offi  ce of Governor and the Governor is not elected 
at that elecƟ on to the succeeding term.

(i) For purposes of this secƟ on, the expiraƟ on of a term of offi  ce or the 
creaƟ on of a new offi  ce consƟ tutes a vacancy.

(j) (Expired.) (Amended Nov. 3, 1987, and Nov. 6, 1990; Subsec. (j) added 
Nov. 6, 1990, and expired Jan. 1, 1991.)

Sec. 13. RESIDENCE OF GOVERNOR. During the session of the Legislature 
the Governor shall reside where its sessions are held, and at all other Ɵ mes at the 
seat of Government, except when by act of the Legislature, he may be required 
or authorized to reside elsewhere.

Sec. 14. APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF BILLS; RETURN AND 
RECONSIDERATION; FAILURE TO RETURN; DISAPPROVAL OF ITEMS OF 
APPROPRIATION. Every bill which shall have passed both houses of the 
Legislature shall be presented to the Governor for his approval. If he approve 
he shall sign it; but if he disapprove it, he shall return it, with his objecƟ ons, to 
the House in which it originated, which House shall enter the objecƟ ons at large 
upon its journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If aŌ er such reconsideraƟ on, 
two-thirds of the members present agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, with 
the objecƟ ons, to the other House, by which likewise it shall be reconsidered; 
and, if approved by two-thirds of the members of that House, it shall become 
a law; but in such cases the votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas 
and nays, and the names of the members voƟ ng for and against the bill shall be 
entered on the journal of each House respecƟ vely. If any bill shall not be returned 
by the Governor with his objecƟ ons within ten days (Sundays excepted) aŌ er it 
shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as if 
he had signed it, unless the Legislature, by its adjournment, prevent its return, in 
which case it shall be a law, unless he shall fi le the same, with his objecƟ ons, in 
the offi  ce of the Secretary of State and give noƟ ce thereof by public proclamaƟ on 
within twenty days aŌ er such adjournment. If any bill presented to the Governor 
contains several items of appropriaƟ on he may object to one or more of such 
items, and approve the other porƟ on of the bill. In such case he shall append to 
the bill, at the Ɵ me of signing it, a statement of the items to which he objects, 
and no item so objected to shall take eff ect. If the Legislature be in session, he 
shall transmit to the House in which the bill originated a copy of such statement 
and the items objected to shall be separately considered. If, on reconsideraƟ on, 
one or more of such items be approved by two-thirds of the members present 
of each House, the same shall be part of the law, notwithstanding the objecƟ ons 
of the Governor. If any such bill, containing several items of appropriaƟ on, not 
having been presented to the Governor ten days (Sundays excepted) prior to 
adjournment, be in the hands of the Governor at the Ɵ me of adjournment, he 
shall have twenty days from such adjournment within which to fi le objecƟ ons to 
any items thereof and make proclamaƟ on of the same, and such item or items 
shall not take eff ect.

Sec. 15. APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF ORDERS, RESOLUTIONS, OR VOTES. 
Every order, resoluƟ on or vote to which the concurrence of both Houses of the 
Legislature may be necessary, except on quesƟ ons of adjournment, shall be 
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presented to the Governor, and, before it shall take eff ect, shall be approved by 
him; or, being disapproved, shall be repassed by both Houses, and all the rules, 
provisions and limitaƟ ons shall apply thereto as prescribed in the last preceding 
secƟ on in the case of a bill.

Sec. 16. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. (a) There shall also be a Lieutenant 
Governor, who shall be chosen at every elecƟ on for Governor by the same voters, 
in the same manner, conƟ nue in offi  ce for the same Ɵ me, and possess the same 
qualifi caƟ ons. The voters shall disƟ nguish for whom they vote as Governor and 
for whom as Lieutenant Governor.

(b) The Lieutenant Governor shall by virtue of his offi  ce be President of 
the Senate, and shall have, when in CommiƩ ee of the Whole, a right to debate 
and vote on all quesƟ ons; and when the Senate is equally divided to give the 
casƟ ng vote.

(c) In the case of the temporary inability or temporary disqualifi caƟ on of 
the Governor to serve, the impeachment of the Governor, or the absence of the 
Governor from the State, the Lieutenant Governor shall exercise the powers and 
authority appertaining to the offi  ce of Governor unƟ l the Governor becomes able 
or qualifi ed to resume serving, is acquiƩ ed, or returns to the State.

(d) If the Governor refuses to serve or becomes permanently unable to serve, 
or if the offi  ce of Governor becomes vacant, the Lieutenant Governor becomes 
Governor for the remainder of the term being served by the Governor who 
refused or became unable to serve or vacated the offi  ce. On becoming Governor, 
the person vacates the offi  ce of Lieutenant Governor, and the resulƟ ng vacancy 
in the offi  ce of Lieutenant Governor shall be fi lled in the manner provided by 
SecƟ on 9, ArƟ cle III, of this ConsƟ tuƟ on. (Subsecs. (a), (b), and (c) amended and 
Subsec. (d) added Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 16: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 17. DEATH, RESIGNATION, REFUSAL TO SERVE, REMOVAL, 
INABILITY TO SERVE, IMPEACHMENT, OR ABSENCE; COMPENSATION. (a) If, 
while exercising the powers and authority appertaining to the offi  ce of Governor 
under SecƟ on 16(c) of this arƟ cle, the Lieutenant Governor becomes temporarily 
unable or disqualifi ed to serve, is impeached, or is absent from the State, the 
President pro tempore of the Senate, for the Ɵ me being, shall exercise the 
powers and authority appertaining to the offi  ce of Governor unƟ l the Governor 
or Lieutenant Governor reassumes those powers and duƟ es.

(b) The Lieutenant Governor shall, while acƟ ng as President of the Senate, 
receive for his or her services the same compensaƟ on and mileage which shall 
be allowed to the members of the Senate, and no more unless the Texas Ethics 
Commission recommends and the voters approve a higher salary, in which case 
the salary is that amount; and during the Ɵ me the Lieutenant Governor exercises 
the powers and authority appertaining to the offi  ce of Governor, the Lieutenant 
Governor shall receive in like manner the same compensaƟ on which the Governor 
would have received had the Governor been employed in the duƟ es of that 
offi  ce, and no more. An increase in the emoluments of the offi  ce of Lieutenant 
Governor does not make a member of the Legislature ineligible to serve in the 
offi  ce of Lieutenant Governor.
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(c) The President pro tempore of the Senate shall, during the Ɵ me that 
offi  cer exercises the powers and authority appertaining to the offi  ce of Governor, 
receive in like manner the same compensaƟ on which the Governor would have 
received had the Governor been employed in the duƟ es of that offi  ce. (Amended 
Nov. 5, 1991; amended Nov. 2, 1999.)

Sec. 18. RESTRICTIONS AND INHIBITIONS. The Lieutenant Governor 
or President pro tempore of the Senate shall, during the Ɵ me the Lieutenant 
Governor or President pro tempore exercises the powers and authority 
appertaining to the offi  ce of Governor, be under all the restricƟ ons and inhibiƟ ons 
imposed in this ConsƟ tuƟ on on the Governor. (Amended Nov. 2, 1999.)

Sec. 19. SEAL OF STATE. There shall be a Seal of the State which shall be 
kept by the Secretary of State, and used by him offi  cially under the direcƟ on of 
the Governor. The Seal of the State shall be a star of fi ve points encircled by olive 
and live oak branches, and the words “The State of Texas.”

Sec. 20. COMMISSIONS. All commissions shall be in the name and by the 
authority of the State of Texas, sealed with the State Seal, signed by the Governor 
and aƩ ested by the Secretary of State.

Sec. 21. SECRETARY OF STATE. There shall be a Secretary of State, who shall 
be appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
and who shall conƟ nue in offi  ce during the term of service of the Governor. He 
shall authenƟ cate the publicaƟ on of the laws, and keep a fair register of all offi  cial 
acts and proceedings of the Governor, and shall, when required, lay the same 
and all papers, minutes and vouchers relaƟ ve thereto, before the Legislature, or 
either House thereof, and shall perform such other duƟ es as may be required of 
him by law. He shall receive for his services an annual salary in an amount to be 
fi xed by the Legislature. (Amended Nov. 3, 1936, and Nov. 2, 1954.)

Sec. 22. ATTORNEY GENERAL. The AƩ orney General shall represent the 
State in all suits and pleas in the Supreme Court of the State in which the State 
may be a party, and shall especially inquire into the charter rights of all private 
corporaƟ ons, and from Ɵ me to Ɵ me, in the name of the State, take such acƟ on 
in the courts as may be proper and necessary to prevent any private corporaƟ on 
from exercising any power or demanding or collecƟ ng any species of taxes, tolls, 
freight or wharfage not authorized by law. He shall, whenever suffi  cient cause 
exists, seek a judicial forfeiture of such charters, unless otherwise expressly 
directed by law, and give legal advice in wriƟ ng to the Governor and other 
execuƟ ve offi  cers, when requested by them, and perform such other duƟ es as 
may be required by law. (Amended Nov. 3, 1936, Nov. 2, 1954, Nov. 7, 1972, and 
Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 22: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 23. COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS; COMMISSIONER OF GENERAL 
LAND OFFICE; ELECTED STATUTORY STATE OFFICERS; TERM; SALARY; FEES, COSTS 
AND PERQUISITES. The Comptroller of Public Accounts, the Commissioner of the 
General Land Offi  ce, the AƩ orney General, and any statutory State offi  cer who 
is elected by the electorate of Texas at large, unless a term of offi  ce is otherwise 
specifi cally provided in this ConsƟ tuƟ on, shall each hold offi  ce for the term of 
four years. Each shall receive an annual salary in an amount to be fi xed by the 
Legislature; reside at the Capital of the State during his conƟ nuance in offi  ce, and 
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perform such duƟ es as are or may be required by law. They and the Secretary of 
State shall not receive to their own use any fees, costs or perquisites of offi  ce. 
All fees that may be payable by law for any service performed by any offi  cer 
specifi ed in this secƟ on or in his offi  ce, shall be paid, when received, into the State 
Treasury. (Amended Nov. 3, 1936, Nov. 2, 1954, Nov. 7, 1972, Nov. 7, 1995, and 
Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 23: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 24. ACCOUNTS AND REPORTS; INFORMATION TO, AND INSPECTION 
BY, GOVERNOR; PERJURY. An account shall be kept by the offi  cers of the 
ExecuƟ ve Department, and by all offi  cers and managers of State insƟ tuƟ ons, of 
all moneys and choses in acƟ on received and disbursed or otherwise disposed 
of by them, severally, from all sources, and for every service performed; and 
a semi-annual report thereof shall be made to the Governor under oath. The 
Governor may, at any Ɵ me, require informaƟ on in wriƟ ng from any and all of 
said offi  cers or managers, upon any subject relaƟ ng to the duƟ es, condiƟ on, 
management and expenses of their respecƟ ve offi  ces and insƟ tuƟ ons, which 
informaƟ on shall be required by the Governor under oath, and the Governor 
may also inspect their books, accounts, vouchers and public funds; and any 
offi  cer or manager who, at any Ɵ me, shall wilfully make a false report or give 
false informaƟ on, shall be guilty of perjury, and so adjudged, and punished 
accordingly, and removed from offi  ce.

Sec. 25. CUSTODIANS OF PUBLIC FUNDS; BREACHES OF TRUST AND 
DUTY. The Legislature shall pass effi  cient laws facilitaƟ ng the invesƟ gaƟ on of 
breaches of trust and duty by all custodians of public funds and providing for their 
suspension from offi  ce on reasonable cause shown, and for the appointment of 
temporary incumbents of their offi  ces during such suspension.

Sec. 26. NOTARIES PUBLIC. (a) The Secretary of State shall appoint a 
convenient number of Notaries Public for the state who shall perform such duƟ es 
as now are or may be prescribed by law. The qualifi caƟ ons of Notaries Public 
shall be prescribed by law.

(b) The terms of offi  ce of Notaries Public shall be not less than two years 
nor more than four years as provided by law. (Amended Nov. 5, 1940; Subsec. 
(b) amended Nov. 6, 1979.)
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ARTICLE 5
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Sec. 1. JUDICIAL POWER; COURTS IN WHICH VESTED. The judicial 
power of this State shall be vested in one Supreme Court, in one Court of 
Criminal Appeals, in Courts of Appeals, in District Courts, in County Courts, in 
Commissioners Courts, in Courts of JusƟ ces of the Peace, and in such other courts 
as may be provided by law.

The Legislature may establish such other courts as it may deem necessary 
and prescribe the jurisdicƟ on and organizaƟ on thereof, and may conform the 
jurisdicƟ on of the district and other inferior courts thereto. (Amended Aug. 11, 
1891, Nov. 8, 1977, and Nov. 4, 1980.)

Sec. 1-a. RETIREMENT, CENSURE, REMOVAL, AND COMPENSATION 
OF JUSTICES AND JUDGES; STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT; 
PROCEDURE. (1) Subject to the further provisions of this SecƟ on, the Legislature 
shall provide for the reƟ rement and compensaƟ on of JusƟ ces and Judges of the 
Appellate Courts and District and Criminal District Courts on account of length of 
service, age and disability, and for their reassignment to acƟ ve duty where and 
when needed. The offi  ce of every such JusƟ ce and Judge shall become vacant 
on the expiraƟ on of the term during which the incumbent reaches the age of 
seventy-fi ve (75) years or such earlier age, not less than seventy (70) years, as 
the Legislature may prescribe, except that if a JusƟ ce or Judge elected to serve 
or fi ll the remainder of a six-year term reaches the age of seventy-fi ve (75) years 
during the fi rst four years of the term, the offi  ce of that JusƟ ce or Judge shall 
become vacant on December 31 of the fourth year of the term to which the 
JusƟ ce or Judge was elected.

(2) The State Commission on Judicial Conduct consists of thirteen (13) 
members, to wit: (i) one (1) JusƟ ce of a Court of Appeals; (ii) one (1) District Judge; 
(iii) two (2) members of the State Bar, who have respecƟ vely pracƟ ced as such 
for over ten (10) consecuƟ ve years next preceding their selecƟ on; (iv) fi ve (5) 
ciƟ zens, at least thirty (30) years of age, not licensed to pracƟ ce law nor holding 
any salaried public offi  ce or employment; (v) one (1) JusƟ ce of the Peace; (vi) 
one (1) Judge of a Municipal Court; (vii) one (1) Judge of a County Court at Law; 
and (viii) one (1) Judge of a ConsƟ tuƟ onal County Court; provided that no person 
shall be or remain a member of the Commission, who does not maintain physical 
residence within this State, or who shall have ceased to retain the qualifi caƟ ons 
above specifi ed for that person’s respecƟ ve class of membership, and provided 
that a Commissioner of class (i), (ii), (iii), (vii), or (viii) may not reside or hold 
a judgeship in the same court of appeals district as another member of the 
Commission. Commissioners of classes (i), (ii), (vii), and (viii) above shall be chosen 
by the Supreme Court with advice and consent of the Senate, those of class (iii) 
by the Board of Directors of the State Bar under regulaƟ ons to be prescribed by 
the Supreme Court with advice and consent of the Senate, those of class (iv) by 
appointment of the Governor with advice and consent of the Senate, and the 
commissioners of classes (v) and (vi) by appointment of the Supreme Court as 
provided by law, with the advice and consent of the Senate.
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(3) The regular term of offi  ce of Commissioners shall be six (6) years; but 
the iniƟ al members of each of classes (i), (ii) and (iii) shall respecƟ vely be chosen 
for terms of four (4) and six (6) years, and the iniƟ al members of class (iiii) for 
respecƟ ve terms of two (2), four (4) and six (6) years. Interim vacancies shall be 
fi lled in the same manner as vacancies due to expiraƟ on of a full term, but only 
for the unexpired porƟ on of the term in quesƟ on. Commissioners may succeed 
themselves in offi  ce only if having served less than three (3) consecuƟ ve years.

(4) Commissioners shall receive no compensaƟ on for their services as such. 
The Legislature shall provide for the payment of the necessary expense for the 
operaƟ on of the Commission.

(5) The Commission may hold its meeƟ ngs, hearings and other proceedings 
at such Ɵ mes and places as it shall determine but shall meet at AusƟ n at least 
once each year. It shall annually select one of its members as Chairman. A quorum 
shall consist of seven (7) members. Proceedings shall be by majority vote of those 
present, except that recommendaƟ ons for reƟ rement, censure, suspension, or 
removal of any person holding an offi  ce named in Paragraph A of SubsecƟ on (6) 
of this SecƟ on shall be by affi  rmaƟ ve vote of at least seven (7) members.

(6) A. Any JusƟ ce or Judge of the courts established by this ConsƟ tuƟ on or 
created by the Legislature as provided in SecƟ on 1, ArƟ cle V, of this ConsƟ tuƟ on, 
may, subject to the other provisions hereof, be removed from offi  ce for willful 
or persistent violaƟ on of rules promulgated by the Supreme Court of Texas, 
incompetence in performing the duƟ es of the offi  ce, willful violaƟ on of the Code 
of Judicial Conduct, or willful or persistent conduct that is clearly inconsistent 
with the proper performance of his duƟ es or casts public discredit upon the 
judiciary or administraƟ on of jusƟ ce. Any person holding such offi  ce may be 
disciplined or censured, in lieu of removal from offi  ce, as provided by this secƟ on. 
Any person holding an offi  ce specifi ed in this subsecƟ on may be suspended from 
offi  ce with or without pay by the Commission immediately on being indicted by 
a State or Federal grand jury for a felony off ense or charged with a misdemeanor 
involving offi  cial misconduct. On the fi ling of a sworn complaint charging a person 
holding such offi  ce with willful or persistent violaƟ on of rules promulgated by 
the Supreme Court of Texas, incompetence in performing the duƟ es of the 
offi  ce, willful violaƟ on of the Code of Judicial Conduct, or willful and persistent 
conduct that is clearly inconsistent with the proper performance of his duƟ es 
or casts public discredit on the judiciary or on the administraƟ on of jusƟ ce, the 
Commission, aŌ er giving the person noƟ ce and an opportunity to appear and 
be heard before the Commission, may recommend to the Supreme Court the 
suspension of such person from offi  ce. The Supreme Court, aŌ er considering the 
record of such appearance and the recommendaƟ on of the Commission, may 
suspend the person from offi  ce with or without pay, pending fi nal disposiƟ on 
of the charge.

B. Any person holding an offi  ce named in Paragraph A of this subsecƟ on 
who is eligible for reƟ rement benefi ts under the laws of this state providing for 
judicial reƟ rement may be involuntarily reƟ red, and any person holding an offi  ce 
named in that paragraph who is not eligible for reƟ rement benefi ts under such 
laws may be removed from offi  ce, for disability seriously interfering with the 
performance of his duƟ es, which is, or is likely to become, permanent in nature.
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C. The law relaƟ ng to the removal, discipline, suspension, or censure of a 
JusƟ ce or Judge of the courts established by this ConsƟ tuƟ on or created by the 
Legislature as provided in this ConsƟ tuƟ on applies to a master or magistrate 
appointed as provided by law to serve a trial court of this State and to a reƟ red 
or former Judge who conƟ nues as a judicial offi  cer subject to an assignment to 
sit on a court of this State. Under the law relaƟ ng to the removal of an acƟ ve 
JusƟ ce or Judge, the Commission and the review tribunal may prohibit a reƟ red 
or former Judge from holding judicial offi  ce in the future or from siƫ  ng on a 
court of this State by assignment.

(7) The Commission shall keep itself informed as fully as may be of 
circumstances relaƟ ng to the misconduct or disability of parƟ cular persons 
holding an offi  ce named in Paragraph A of SubsecƟ on (6) of this SecƟ on, receive 
complaints or reports, formal or informal, from any source in this behalf and 
make such preliminary invesƟ gaƟ ons as it may determine. Its orders for the 
aƩ endance or tesƟ mony of witnesses or for the producƟ on of documents at 
any hearing or invesƟ gaƟ on shall be enforceable by contempt proceedings in 
the District Court or by a Master.

(8) AŌ er such invesƟ gaƟ on as it deems necessary, the Commission may 
in its discreƟ on issue a private or public admoniƟ on, warning, reprimand, or 
requirement that the person obtain addiƟ onal training or educaƟ on, or if the 
Commission determines that the situaƟ on merits such acƟ on, it may insƟ tute 
formal proceedings and order a formal hearing to be held before it concerning 
a person holding an offi  ce or posiƟ on specifi ed in SubsecƟ on (6) of this SecƟ on, 
or it may in its discreƟ on request the Supreme Court to appoint an acƟ ve or 
reƟ red District Judge or JusƟ ce of a Court of Appeals, or reƟ red Judge or JusƟ ce 
of the Court of Criminal Appeals or the Supreme Court, as a Master to hear 
and take evidence in the maƩ er, and to report thereon to the Commission. The 
Master shall have all the power of a District Judge in the enforcement of orders 
pertaining to witnesses, evidence, and procedure. If, aŌ er formal hearing, or 
aŌ er considering the record and report of a Master, the Commission fi nds good 
cause therefor, it shall issue an order of public admoniƟ on, warning, reprimand, 
censure, or requirement that the person holding an offi  ce or posiƟ on specifi ed in 
SubsecƟ on (6) of this SecƟ on obtain addiƟ onal training or educaƟ on, or it shall 
recommend to a review tribunal the removal or reƟ rement, as the case may be, 
of the person and shall thereupon fi le with the tribunal the enƟ re record before 
the Commission.

(9) A tribunal to review the Commission’s recommendaƟ on for the removal 
or reƟ rement of a person holding an offi  ce or posiƟ on specifi ed in SubsecƟ on 
(6) of this SecƟ on is composed of seven (7) JusƟ ces or Judges of the Courts of 
Appeals who are selected by lot by the Chief JusƟ ce of the Supreme Court. Each 
Court of Appeals shall designate one of its members for inclusion in the list from 
which the selecƟ on is made. Service on the tribunal shall be considered part of 
the offi  cial duƟ es of a judge, and no addiƟ onal compensaƟ on may be paid for 
such service. The review tribunal shall review the record of the proceedings on 
the law and facts and in its discreƟ on may, for good cause shown, permit the 
introducƟ on of addiƟ onal evidence. Within 90 days aŌ er the date on which the 
record is fi led with the review tribunal, it shall order public censure, reƟ rement 
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or removal, as it fi nds just and proper, or wholly reject the recommendaƟ on. A 
JusƟ ce, Judge, Master, or Magistrate may appeal a decision of the review tribunal 
to the Supreme Court under the substanƟ al evidence rule. Upon an order for 
involuntary reƟ rement for disability or an order for removal, the offi  ce in quesƟ on 
shall become vacant. The review tribunal, in an order for involuntary reƟ rement 
for disability or an order for removal, may prohibit such person from holding 
judicial offi  ce in the future. The rights of an incumbent so reƟ red to reƟ rement 
benefi ts shall be the same as if his reƟ rement had been voluntary.

(10) All papers fi led with and proceedings before the Commission or a 
Master shall be confi denƟ al, unless otherwise provided by law, and the fi ling 
of papers with, and the giving of tesƟ mony before the Commission or a Master 
shall be privileged, unless otherwise provided by law. However, the Commission 
may issue a public statement through its execuƟ ve director or its Chairman at 
any Ɵ me during any of its proceedings under this SecƟ on when sources other 
than the Commission cause notoriety concerning a Judge or the Commission 
itself and the Commission determines that the best interests of a Judge or of 
the public will be served by issuing the statement.

(11) The Supreme Court shall by rule provide for the procedure before 
the Commission, Masters, review tribunal, and the Supreme Court. Such rule 
shall provide the right of discovery of evidence to a JusƟ ce, Judge, Master, 
or Magistrate aŌ er formal proceedings are insƟ tuted and shall aff ord to any 
person holding an offi  ce or posiƟ on specifi ed in SubsecƟ on (6) of this SecƟ on, 
against whom a proceeding is insƟ tuted to cause his reƟ rement or removal, 
due process of law for the procedure before the Commission, Masters, review 
tribunal, and the Supreme Court in the same manner that any person whose 
property rights are in jeopardy in an adjudicatory proceeding is enƟ tled to due 
process of law, regardless of whether or not the interest of the person holding 
an offi  ce or posiƟ on specifi ed in SubsecƟ on (6) of this SecƟ on in remaining in 
acƟ ve status is considered to be a right or a privilege. Due process shall include 
the right to noƟ ce, counsel, hearing, confrontaƟ on of his accusers, and all such 
other incidents of due process as are ordinarily available in proceedings whether 
or not misfeasance is charged, upon proof of which a penalty may be imposed.

(12) No person holding an offi  ce specifi ed in SubsecƟ on (6) of this SecƟ on 
shall sit as a member of the Commission in any proceeding involving his own 
suspension, discipline, censure, reƟ rement or removal.

(13) This SecƟ on 1-a is alternaƟ ve to and cumulaƟ ve of, the methods of 
removal of persons holding an offi  ce named in Paragraph A of SubsecƟ on (6) of 
this SecƟ on provided elsewhere in this ConsƟ tuƟ on.

(14) The Legislature may promulgate laws in furtherance of this SecƟ on that 
are not inconsistent with its provisions. (Added Nov. 2, 1948; Subsecs. (1)-(13) 
amended Nov. 2, 1965; Subsecs. (5)-(9) and (11)-(13) amended Nov. 3, 1970; 
Subsecs. (2), (5)-(10), and (12) amended Nov. 8, 1977; Subsecs. (2), (6), and 
(8)-(12) amended and (14) added Nov. 6, 1984; Subsecs. (1) and (2) amended 
Nov. 6, 2001; Subsecs. (2) and (5) amended Nov. 8, 2005; Subsec. (1) amended 
Nov. 6, 2007; Subsec. (8) amended Nov. 5, 2013.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions 
for Sec. 1-a: see Appendix, Notes 3 and 7.)
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Sec. 2. SUPREME COURT; JUSTICES; SECTIONS; ELIGIBILITY; ELECTION; 
VACANCIES. (a) The Supreme Court shall consist of the Chief JusƟ ce and eight 
JusƟ ces, any fi ve of whom shall consƟ tute a quorum, and the concurrence of fi ve 
shall be necessary to a decision of a case; provided, that when the business of 
the court may require, the court may sit in secƟ ons as designated by the court 
to hear argument of causes and to consider applicaƟ ons for writs of error or 
other preliminary maƩ ers.

(b) No person shall be eligible to serve in the offi  ce of Chief JusƟ ce or JusƟ ce 
of the Supreme Court unless the person is licensed to pracƟ ce law in this state 
and is, at the Ɵ me of elecƟ on, a ciƟ zen of the United States and of this state, and 
has aƩ ained the age of thirty-fi ve years, and has been a pracƟ cing lawyer, or a 
lawyer and judge of a court of record together at least ten years.

(c) Said JusƟ ces shall be elected (three of them each two years) by the 
qualifi ed voters of the state at a general elecƟ on; shall hold their offi  ces six years; 
and shall each receive such compensaƟ on as shall be provided by law. (Amended 
Aug. 11, 1891, Aug. 25, 1945, Nov. 4, 1980, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provision for Sec. 2: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 3. JURISDICTION OF SUPREME COURT; WRITS; CLERK. (a) The 
Supreme Court shall exercise the judicial power of the state except as otherwise 
provided in this ConsƟ tuƟ on. Its jurisdicƟ on shall be co-extensive with the limits 
of the State and its determinaƟ ons shall be fi nal except in criminal law maƩ ers. 
Its appellate jurisdicƟ on shall be fi nal and shall extend to all cases except in 
criminal law maƩ ers and as otherwise provided in this ConsƟ tuƟ on or by law. 
The Supreme Court and the JusƟ ces thereof shall have power to issue writs of 
habeas corpus, as may be prescribed by law, and under such regulaƟ ons as may 
be prescribed by law, the said courts and the JusƟ ces thereof may issue the writs 
of mandamus, procedendo, cerƟ orari and such other writs, as may be necessary 
to enforce its jurisdicƟ on. The Legislature may confer original jurisdicƟ on on the 
Supreme Court to issue writs of quo warranto and mandamus in such cases as 
may be specifi ed, except as against the Governor of the State.

(b) The Supreme Court shall also have power, upon affi  davit or otherwise 
as by the court may be determined, to ascertain such maƩ ers of fact as may be 
necessary to the proper exercise of its jurisdicƟ on. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, 
Nov. 4, 1930, Nov. 4, 1980, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision 
for Sec. 3: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 3a. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 
3a: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 3-b. APPEAL FROM ORDER GRANTING OR DENYING INJUNCTION. 
The Legislature shall have the power to provide by law, for an appeal direct to the 
Supreme Court of this State from an order of any trial court granƟ ng or denying 
an interlocutory or permanent injuncƟ on on the grounds of the consƟ tuƟ onality 
or unconsƟ tuƟ onality of any statute of this State, or on the validity or invalidity 
of any administraƟ ve order issued by any state agency under any statute of this 
State. (Added Nov. 5, 1940.)
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Sec. 3-c. JURISDICTION TO ANSWER QUESTIONS OF STATE LAW 
CERTIFIED FROM FEDERAL APPELLATE COURT. (a) The supreme court and 
the court of criminal appeals have jurisdicƟ on to answer quesƟ ons of state law 
cerƟ fi ed from a federal appellate court.

(b) The supreme court and the court of criminal appeals shall promulgate 
rules of procedure relaƟ ng to the review of those quesƟ ons. (Added Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 4. COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS; JUDGES. (a) The Court of Criminal 
Appeals shall consist of eight Judges and one Presiding Judge. The Judges shall 
have the same qualifi caƟ ons and receive the same salaries as the Associate 
JusƟ ces of the Supreme Court, and the Presiding Judge shall have the same 
qualifi caƟ ons and receive the same salary as the Chief JusƟ ce of the Supreme 
Court. The Presiding Judge and the Judges shall be elected by the qualifi ed voters 
of the state at a general elecƟ on and shall hold their offi  ces for a term of six years.

(b) For the purpose of hearing cases, the Court of Criminal Appeals may sit 
in panels of three Judges, the designaƟ on thereof to be under rules established 
by the court. In a panel of three Judges, two Judges shall consƟ tute a quorum and 
the concurrence of two Judges shall be necessary for a decision. The Presiding 
Judge, under rules established by the court, shall convene the court en banc 
for the transacƟ on of all other business and may convene the court en banc for 
the purpose of hearing cases. The court must sit en banc during proceedings 
involving capital punishment and other cases as required by law. When convened 
en banc, fi ve Judges shall consƟ tute a quorum and the concurrence of fi ve 
Judges shall be necessary for a decision. The Court of Criminal Appeals may 
appoint Commissioners in aid of the Court of Criminal Appeals as provided by 
law. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, Nov. 8, 1966, Nov. 8, 1977, and Nov. 6, 2001.) 
(Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 4: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 5. JURISDICTION OF COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS; TERMS OF 
COURT; CLERK. (a) The Court of Criminal Appeals shall have fi nal appellate 
jurisdicƟ on coextensive with the limits of the state, and its determinaƟ ons shall 
be fi nal, in all criminal cases of whatever grade, with such excepƟ ons and under 
such regulaƟ ons as may be provided in this ConsƟ tuƟ on or as prescribed by law.

(b) The appeal of all cases in which the death penalty has been assessed 
shall be to the Court of Criminal Appeals. The appeal of all other criminal cases 
shall be to the Courts of Appeal as prescribed by law. In addiƟ on, the Court of 
Criminal Appeals may, on its own moƟ on, review a decision of a Court of Appeals 
in a criminal case as provided by law. DiscreƟ onary review by the Court of Criminal 
Appeals is not a maƩ er of right, but of sound judicial discreƟ on.

(c) Subject to such regulaƟ ons as may be prescribed by law, the Court 
of Criminal Appeals and the Judges thereof shall have the power to issue the 
writ of habeas corpus, and, in criminal law maƩ ers, the writs of mandamus, 
procedendo, prohibiƟ on, and cerƟ orari. The Court and the Judges thereof 
shall have the power to issue such other writs as may be necessary to protect 
its jurisdicƟ on or enforce its judgments. The court shall have the power upon 
affi  davit or otherwise to ascertain such maƩ ers of fact as may be necessary to 
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the exercise of its jurisdicƟ on. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, Nov. 8, 1966, Nov. 8, 
1977, Nov. 4, 1980, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 
5: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 5a. SUPREME COURT, COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS, COURT OF 
APPEALS; CLERK OF COURT; TERMS. The Supreme Court, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, and each Court of Appeals shall each appoint a clerk of the court, who 
shall give bond in the manner required by law, may hold offi  ce for four years 
subject to removal by the appoinƟ ng court for good cause entered of record on 
the minutes of the court, and shall receive such compensaƟ on as the legislature 
may provide. (Added Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 5a: 
see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 5b. SUPREME COURT, COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS; LOCATION; 
TERM. The Supreme Court and the Court of Criminal Appeals may sit at any 
Ɵ me during the year at the seat of government or, at the court’s discreƟ on, at 
any other locaƟ on in this state for the transacƟ on of business, and each term of 
either court shall begin and end with each calendar year. (Added Nov. 6, 2001.) 
(Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 5b: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 6. COURTS OF APPEALS; TERMS OF JUSTICES; CLERKS. (a) The state 
shall be divided into courts of appeals districts, with each district having a Chief 
JusƟ ce, two or more other JusƟ ces, and such other offi  cials as may be provided 
by law. The JusƟ ces shall have the qualifi caƟ ons prescribed for JusƟ ces of the 
Supreme Court. The Court of Appeals may sit in secƟ ons as authorized by law. The 
concurrence of a majority of the judges siƫ  ng in a secƟ on is necessary to decide 
a case. Said Court of Appeals shall have appellate jurisdicƟ on co-extensive with 
the limits of their respecƟ ve districts, which shall extend to all cases of which 
the District Courts or County Courts have original or appellate jurisdicƟ on, under 
such restricƟ ons and regulaƟ ons as may be prescribed by law. Provided, that the 
decision of said courts shall be conclusive on all quesƟ ons of fact brought before 
them on appeal or error. Said courts shall have such other jurisdicƟ on, original 
and appellate, as may be prescribed by law.

(b) Each of said Courts of Appeals shall hold its sessions at a place in its 
district to be designated by the Legislature, and at such Ɵ me as may be prescribed 
by law. Said JusƟ ces shall be elected by the qualifi ed voters of their respecƟ ve 
districts at a general elecƟ on, for a term of six years and shall receive for their 
services the sum provided by law.

(c) All consƟ tuƟ onal and statutory references to the Courts of Civil Appeals 
shall be construed to mean the Courts of Appeals. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, Nov. 
7, 1978, Nov. 4, 1980, Nov. 5, 1985, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on 
provision for Sec. 6: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 7. JUDICIAL DISTRICTS; DISTRICT JUDGES; TERMS OR SESSIONS; 
ABSENCE, DISABILITY, OR DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGE. The State shall be 
divided into judicial districts, with each district having one or more Judges as may 
be provided by law or by this ConsƟ tuƟ on. Each district judge shall be elected 
by the qualifi ed voters at a General ElecƟ on and shall be a ciƟ zen of the United 
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States and of this State, who is licensed to pracƟ ce law in this State and has been 
a pracƟ cing lawyer or a Judge of a Court in this State, or both combined, for four 
(4) years next preceding his elecƟ on, who has resided in the district in which he 
was elected for two (2) years next preceding his elecƟ on, and who shall reside 
in his district during his term of offi  ce and hold his offi  ce for the period of four 
(4) years, and who shall receive for his services an annual salary to be fi xed by 
the Legislature. The Court shall conduct its proceedings at the county seat of 
the county in which the case is pending, except as otherwise provided by law. 
He shall hold the regular terms of his Court at the County Seat of each County 
in his district in such manner as may be prescribed by law. The Legislature shall 
have power by General or Special Laws to make such provisions concerning the 
terms or sessions of each Court as it may deem necessary.

The Legislature shall also provide for the holding of District Court when 
the Judge thereof is absent, or is from any cause disabled or disqualifi ed from 
presiding. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, Nov. 8, 1949, and Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 7a. JUDICIAL DISTRICTS BOARD; REAPPORTIONMENT OF JUDICIAL 
DISTRICTS. (a) The Judicial Districts Board is created to reapporƟ on the judicial 
districts authorized by ArƟ cle V, SecƟ on 7, of this consƟ tuƟ on.

(b) The membership of the board consists of the Chief JusƟ ce of the Texas 
Supreme Court who serves as chairman, the presiding judge of the Texas Court 
of Criminal Appeals, the presiding judge of each of the administraƟ ve judicial 
districts of the state, the president of the Texas Judicial Council, and one person 
who is licensed to pracƟ ce law in this state appointed by the governor with 
the advice and consent of the senate for a term of four years. In the event of a 
vacancy in the appointed membership, the vacancy is fi lled for the unexpired 
term in the same manner as the original appointment.

(c) A majority of the total membership of the board consƟ tutes a quorum for 
the transacƟ on of business. The adopƟ on of a reapporƟ onment order requires 
a majority vote of the total membership of the board.

(d) The reapportionment powers of the board shall be exercised in 
the interims between regular sessions of the legislature, except that a 
reapporƟ onment may not be ordered by the board during an interim immediately 
following a regular session of the legislature in which a valid and subsisƟ ng 
statewide apporƟ onment of judicial districts is enacted by the legislature. The 
board has other powers and duƟ es as provided by the legislature and shall 
exercise its powers under the policies, rules, standards, and condiƟ ons, not 
inconsistent with this secƟ on, that the legislature provides.

(e) Unless the legislature enacts a statewide reapporƟ onment of the judicial 
districts following each federal decennial census, the board shall convene not 
later than the fi rst Monday of June of the third year following the year in which 
the federal decennial census is taken to make a statewide reapporƟ onment of 
the districts. The board shall complete its work on the reapporƟ onment and fi le 
its order with the secretary of state not later than August 31 of the same year. 
If the Judicial Districts Board fails to make a statewide apporƟ onment by that 
date, the LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng Board established by ArƟ cle III, SecƟ on 28, of 
this consƟ tuƟ on shall make a statewide reapporƟ onment of the judicial districts 
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not later than the 150th day aŌ er the fi nal day for the Judicial Districts Board to 
make the reapporƟ onment.

(f) In addiƟ on to the statewide reapporƟ onment, the board may reapporƟ on 
the judicial districts of the state as the necessity for reapporƟ onment appears by 
redesignaƟ ng, in one or more reapporƟ onment orders, the county or counƟ es 
that comprise the specifi c judicial districts aff ected by those reapporƟ onment 
orders. In modifying any judicial district, no county having a populaƟ on as large 
or larger than the populaƟ on of the judicial district being reapporƟ oned shall 
be added to the judicial district.

(g) Except as provided by SubsecƟ on (i) of this secƟ on, this secƟ on does 
not limit the power of the legislature to reapporƟ on the judicial districts of the 
state, to increase the number of judicial districts, or to provide for consequent 
maƩ ers on reapporƟ onment. The legislature may provide for the eff ect of a 
reapporƟ onment made by the board on pending cases or the transfer of pending 
cases, for jurisdicƟ on of a county court where county court jurisdicƟ on has been 
vested by law in a district court aff ected by the reapporƟ onment, for terms of the 
courts upon exisƟ ng offi  cers and their duƟ es, and for all other maƩ ers aff ected 
by the reapporƟ onment. The legislature may delegate any of these powers to 
the board. The legislature shall provide for the necessary expenses of the board.

(h) Any judicial reapporƟ onment order adopted by the board must be 
approved by a record vote of the majority of the membership of both the senate 
and house of representaƟ ves before such order can become eff ecƟ ve and binding.

(i) The legislature, the Judicial Districts Board, or the LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng 
Board may not redistrict the judicial districts to provide for any judicial district 
smaller in size than an enƟ re county except as provided by this secƟ on. Judicial 
districts smaller in size than the enƟ re county may be created subsequent to 
a general elecƟ on where a majority of the persons voƟ ng on the proposiƟ on 
adopt the proposiƟ on “to allow the division of ___________ County into judicial 
districts composed of parts of ___________ County.” No redistricƟ ng plan may 
be proposed or adopted by the legislature, the Judicial Districts Board, or the 
LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng Board in anƟ cipaƟ on of a future acƟ on by the voters of 
any county. (Added Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 8. JURISDICTION OF DISTRICT COURT. District Court jurisdicƟ on 
consists of exclusive, appellate, and original jurisdicƟ on of all acƟ ons, proceedings, 
and remedies, except in cases where exclusive, appellate, or original jurisdicƟ on 
may be conferred by this ConsƟ tuƟ on or other law on some other court, tribunal, 
or administraƟ ve body. District Court judges shall have the power to issue writs 
necessary to enforce their jurisdicƟ on.

The District Court shall have appellate jurisdicƟ on and general supervisory 
control over the County Commissioners Court, with such exceptions and 
under such regulaƟ ons as may be prescribed by law. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, 
Nov. 6, 1973, and Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 9. CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT. There shall be a Clerk for the District Court 
of each county, who shall be elected by the qualifi ed voters and who shall hold 
his offi  ce for four years, subject to removal by informaƟ on, or by indictment 
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of a grand jury, and convicƟ on of a peƟ t jury. In case of vacancy, the Judge of 
the District Court shall have the power to appoint a Clerk, who shall hold unƟ l 
the offi  ce can be fi lled by elecƟ on. (Amended Nov. 2, 1954, and Nov. 2, 1999.) 
(Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 9: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 10. TRIAL BY JURY. In the trial of all causes in the District Courts, the 
plainƟ ff  or defendant shall, upon applicaƟ on made in open court, have the right 
of trial by jury; but no jury shall be empaneled in any civil case unless demanded 
by a party to the case, and a jury fee be paid by the party demanding a jury, for 
such sum, and with such excepƟ ons as may be prescribed by the Legislature.

Sec. 11. DISQUALIFICATION OF JUDGES; EXCHANGE OF DISTRICTS; 
HOLDING COURT FOR OTHER JUDGES. No judge shall sit in any case wherein 
the judge may be interested, or where either of the parƟ es may be connected 
with the judge, either by affi  nity or consanguinity, within such a degree as may be 
prescribed by law, or when the judge shall have been counsel in the case. When 
the Supreme Court, the Court of Criminal Appeals, the Court of Appeals, or any 
member of any of those courts shall be thus disqualifi ed to hear and determine 
any case or cases in said court, the same shall be cerƟ fi ed to the Governor of 
the State, who shall immediately commission the requisite number of persons 
learned in the law for the trial and determinaƟ on of such cause or causes. When 
a judge of the District Court is disqualifi ed by any of the causes above stated, 
the parƟ es may, by consent, appoint a proper person to try said case; or upon 
their failing to do so, a competent person may be appointed to try the same in 
the county where it is pending, in such manner as may be prescribed by law.

And the District Judges may exchange districts, or hold courts for each other 
when they may deem it expedient, and shall do so when required by law. This 
disqualifi caƟ on of judges of inferior tribunals shall be remedied and vacancies 
in their offi  ces fi lled as may be prescribed by law. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, and 
Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 11: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 12. JUDGES TO BE CONSERVATORS OF THE PEACE; INDICTMENTS 
AND INFORMATION. (a) All judges of courts of this State, by virtue of their 
offi  ce, are conservators of the peace throughout the State.

(b) An indictment is a wriƩ en instrument presented to a court by a grand 
jury charging a person with the commission of an off ense. An informaƟ on is a 
wriƩ en instrument presented to a court by an aƩ orney for the State charging 
a person with the commission of an off ense. The pracƟ ce and procedures 
relaƟ ng to the use of indictments and informaƟ ons, including their contents, 
amendment, suffi  ciency, and requisites, are as provided by law. The presentment 
of an indictment or informaƟ on to a court invests the court with jurisdicƟ on of 
the cause. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, and Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 13. NUMBER OF GRAND AND PETIT JURORS; NUMBER CONCURRING. 
Grand and peƟ t juries in the District Courts shall be composed of twelve persons, 
except that peƟ t juries in a criminal case below the grade of felony shall be 
composed of six persons; but nine members of a grand jury shall be a quorum 
to transact business and present bills. In trials of civil cases in the District Courts, 
nine members of the jury, concurring, may render a verdict, but when the verdict 
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shall be rendered by less than the whole number, it shall be signed by every 
member of the jury concurring in it. When, pending the trial of any case, one 
or more jurors not exceeding three, may die, or be disabled from siƫ  ng, the 
remainder of the jury shall have the power to render the verdict; provided, that 
the Legislature may change or modify the rule authorizing less than the whole 
number of the jury to render a verdict. (Amended Nov. 6, 2001, and Sept. 13, 
2003.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 13: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 14. JUROR QUALIFICATIONS. (a) The legislature shall prescribe by 
law the qualifi caƟ ons of grand jurors and peƟ t jurors.

(b) The legislature shall enact laws to exclude from serving on juries persons 
who have been convicted of bribery, perjury, forgery, or other high crimes. (Added 
Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 14: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 15. COUNTY COURT; COUNTY JUDGE. There shall be established in 
each county in this State a County Court, which shall be a court of record; and 
there shall be elected in each county, by the qualifi ed voters, a County Judge, 
who shall be well informed in the law of the State; shall be a conservator of the 
peace, and shall hold his offi  ce for four years, and unƟ l his successor shall be 
elected and qualifi ed. He shall receive as compensaƟ on for his services such fees 
and perquisites as may be prescribed by law. (Amended Nov. 2, 1954.)

Sec. 16. COUNTY COURTS; JURISDICTION; DISQUALIFICATION OF 
JUDGE. The County Court has jurisdicƟ on as provided by law. The County Judge 
is the presiding offi  cer of the County Court and has judicial funcƟ ons as provided 
by law. County court judges shall have the power to issue writs necessary to 
enforce their jurisdicƟ on.

County Courts in existence on the eff ecƟ ve date of this amendment are 
conƟ nued unless otherwise provided by law.

When the judge of the County Court is disqualifi ed in any case pending 
in the County Court the parƟ es interested may, by consent, appoint a proper 
person to try said case, or upon their failing to do so a competent person may 
be appointed to try the same in the county where it is pending in such manner 
as may be prescribed by law. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, Nov. 7, 1978, Nov. 4, 
1980, and Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 16a. (Repealed Nov. 5, 1985.)
Sec. 17. TERMS OF COUNTY COURT; PROSECUTIONS; JURIES. The County 

Court shall hold terms as provided by law. ProsecuƟ ons may be commenced in 
said court by informaƟ on fi led by the county aƩ orney, or by affi  davit, as may be 
provided by law. Grand juries empaneled in the District Courts shall inquire into 
misdemeanors, and all indictments therefor returned into the District Courts 
shall forthwith be cerƟ fi ed to the County Courts or other inferior courts, having 
jurisdicƟ on to try them for trial; and if such indictment be quashed in the County, 
or other inferior court, the person charged, shall not be discharged if there is 
probable cause of guilt, but may be held by such court or magistrate to answer 
an informaƟ on or affi  davit. A jury in the County Court shall consist of six persons; 
but no jury shall be empaneled to try a civil case unless demanded by one of the 
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parƟ es, who shall pay such jury fee therefor, in advance, as may be prescribed 
by law, unless the party makes affi  davit that the party is unable to pay the jury 
fee. (Amended Nov. 5, 1985, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision 
for Sec. 17: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 18. DIVISION OF COUNTIES INTO PRECINCTS; ELECTION OF 
CONSTABLE AND JUSTICE OF THE PEACE; COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
AND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT. (a) Each county in the State with 
a populaƟ on of 50,000 or more, according to the most recent federal census, 
from Ɵ me to Ɵ me, for the convenience of the people, shall be divided into not 
less than four and not more than eight precincts. Each county in the State with a 
populaƟ on of 18,000 or more but less than 50,000, according to the most recent 
federal census, from Ɵ me to Ɵ me, for the convenience of the people, shall be 
divided into not less than two and not more than eight precincts. Each county 
in the State with a populaƟ on of less than 18,000, according to the most recent 
federal census, from Ɵ me to Ɵ me, for the convenience of the people, shall be 
designated as a single precinct or, if the Commissioners Court determines that 
the county needs more than one precinct, shall be divided into not more than 
four precincts. Notwithstanding the populaƟ on requirements of this subsecƟ on, 
Chambers County and Randall County, from Ɵ me to Ɵ me, for the convenience 
of the people, shall be divided into not less than two and not more than six 
precincts. A division or designaƟ on under this subsecƟ on shall be made by the 
Commissioners Court provided for by this ConsƟ tuƟ on. Except as provided by 
this secƟ on, in each such precinct there shall be elected one JusƟ ce of the Peace 
and one Constable, each of whom shall hold his offi  ce for four years and unƟ l 
his successor shall be elected and qualifi ed; provided that in a county with a 
populaƟ on of less than 150,000, according to the most recent federal census, in 
any precinct in which there may be a city of 18,000 or more inhabitants, there 
shall be elected two JusƟ ces of the Peace, and in a county with a populaƟ on of 
150,000 or more, according to the most recent federal census, each precinct 
may contain more than one JusƟ ce of the Peace Court. Notwithstanding the 
populaƟ on requirements of this subsecƟ on, any county that is divided into four 
or more precincts on November 2, 1999, shall conƟ nue to be divided into not 
less than four precincts.

(b) Each county shall, in the manner provided for jusƟ ce of the peace and 
constable precincts, be divided into four commissioners precincts in each of which 
there shall be elected by the qualifi ed voters thereof one County Commissioner, 
who shall hold his offi  ce for four years and unƟ l his successor shall be elected 
and qualifi ed. The County Commissioners so chosen, with the County Judge as 
presiding offi  cer, shall compose the County Commissioners Court, which shall 
exercise such powers and jurisdicƟ on over all county business, as is conferred by 
this ConsƟ tuƟ on and the laws of the State, or as may be hereaŌ er prescribed.

(c) When the boundaries of jusƟ ce of the peace and constable precincts 
are changed, each JusƟ ce and Constable in offi  ce on the eff ecƟ ve date of the 
change, or elected to a term of offi  ce beginning on or aŌ er the eff ecƟ ve date of 
the change, shall serve in the precinct in which the person resides for the term 
to which each was elected or appointed, even though the change in boundaries 
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places the person’s residence outside the precinct for which he was elected or 
appointed, abolishes the precinct for which he was elected or appointed, or 
temporarily results in extra JusƟ ces or Constables serving in a precinct. When, 
as a result of a change of precinct boundaries, a vacancy occurs in the offi  ce of 
JusƟ ce of the Peace or Constable, the Commissioners Court shall fi ll the vacancy 
by appointment unƟ l the next general elecƟ on.

(d) When the boundaries of commissioners precincts are changed, each 
commissioner in offi  ce on the eff ecƟ ve date of the change, or elected to a term 
of offi  ce beginning on or aŌ er the eff ecƟ ve date of the change, shall serve in the 
precinct to which each was elected or appointed for the enƟ re term to which 
each was elected or appointed, even though the change in boundaries places the 
person’s residence outside the precinct for which he was elected or appointed.

(e) The offi  ce of Constable is abolished in Mills County, Reagan County, and 
Roberts County. The powers, duƟ es, and records of the offi  ce are transferred to 
the County Sheriff .

(f) The Legislature by general law may prescribe the qualifications of 
constables.

(g) (Redesignated as Subsec. (f) Nov. 6, 2001.)
(h) The commissioners court of a county may declare the offi  ce of constable 

in a precinct dormant if at least seven consecuƟ ve years have passed since the 
end of the term of the person who was last elected or appointed to the offi  ce 
and during that period of Ɵ me no person was elected to fi ll that offi  ce, or during 
that period a person was elected to that offi  ce, but the person failed to meet 
the qualifi caƟ ons of that offi  ce or failed to assume the duƟ es of that offi  ce. If an 
offi  ce of constable is declared dormant, the offi  ce may not be fi lled by elecƟ on or 
appointment and the previous offi  ceholder does not conƟ nue to hold the offi  ce 
under SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on or SecƟ on 17, ArƟ cle XVI, of this consƟ tuƟ on. 
The records of an offi  ce of constable declared dormant are transferred to the 
county clerk of the county. The commissioners court may reinstate an offi  ce of 
constable declared dormant by vote of the commissioners court or by calling an 
elecƟ on in the precinct to reinstate the offi  ce. The commissioners court shall call 
an elecƟ on to reinstate the offi  ce if the commissioners court receives a peƟ Ɵ on 
signed by at least 10 percent of the qualifi ed voters of the precinct. If an elecƟ on 
is called under this subsecƟ on, the commissioners court shall order the ballot 
for the elecƟ on to be printed to permit voƟ ng for or against the proposiƟ on: 
“ReinstaƟ ng the offi  ce of Constable of Precinct No.  that was previously 
declared dormant.” The offi  ce of constable is reinstated if a majority of the voters 
of the precinct voƟ ng on the quesƟ on at the elecƟ on approve the reinstatement. 
(Amended Nov. 2, 1954; Subsecs. (a) and (b) amended and (c) and (d) added 
Nov. 8, 1983; Subsec. (a) amended Nov. 5, 1985, Nov. 3, 1987, and Nov. 7, 1995; 
Subsecs. (e) and (f) added Nov. 7, 1995; Subsec. (g) added Nov. 4, 1997; Subsec. 
(a) amended Nov. 2, 1999; Subsec. (e) amended, Subsec. (f) deleted, and Subsec. 
(g) redesignated as Subsec. (f) Nov. 6, 2001; Subsec. (h) added Nov. 5, 2002.) 
(Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 18: see Appendix, Note 3.)
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Sec. 19. JUSTICES OF THE PEACE; JURISDICTION; EX OFFICIO NOTARIES 
PUBLIC. JusƟ ce of the peace courts shall have original jurisdicƟ on in criminal 
maƩ ers of misdemeanor cases punishable by fi ne only, exclusive jurisdicƟ on in 
civil maƩ ers where the amount in controversy is two hundred dollars or less, and 
such other jurisdicƟ on as may be provided by law. JusƟ ces of the peace shall be 
ex offi  cio notaries public. (Amended Nov. 7, 1978, and Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 20. COUNTY CLERK. There shall be elected for each county, by the 
qualifi ed voters, a County Clerk, who shall hold his offi  ce for four years, who shall 
be clerk of the County and Commissioners Courts and recorder of the county, 
whose duƟ es, perquisites and fees of offi  ce shall be prescribed by the Legislature, 
and a vacancy in whose offi  ce shall be fi lled by the Commissioners Court, unƟ l 
the next general elecƟ on; provided, that in counƟ es having a populaƟ on of less 
than 8,000 persons there may be an elecƟ on of a single Clerk, who shall perform 
the duƟ es of District and County Clerks. (Amended Nov. 2, 1954.)

Sec. 21. COUNTY ATTORNEYS; DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. A County AƩ orney, 
for counƟ es in which there is not a resident Criminal District AƩ orney, shall be 
elected by the qualifi ed voters of each county, who shall be commissioned by 
the Governor, and hold his offi  ce for the term of four years. In case of vacancy 
the Commissioners Court of the county shall have the power to appoint a County 
AƩ orney unƟ l the next general elecƟ on. The County AƩ orneys shall represent the 
State in all cases in the District and inferior courts in their respecƟ ve counƟ es; 
but if any county shall be included in a district in which there shall be a District 
AƩ orney, the respecƟ ve duƟ es of District AƩ orneys and County AƩ orneys shall 
in such counƟ es be regulated by the Legislature. The Legislature may provide for 
the elecƟ on of District AƩ orneys in such districts, as may be deemed necessary, 
and make provision for the compensaƟ on of District AƩ orneys and County 
AƩ orneys. District AƩ orneys shall hold offi  ce for a term of four years, and unƟ l 
their successors have qualifi ed. (Amended Nov. 2, 1954.)

Sec. 22. (Repealed Nov. 5, 1985.)
Sec. 23. SHERIFFS. There shall be elected by the qualifi ed voters of each 

county a Sheriff , who shall hold his offi  ce for the term of four years, whose 
duƟ es, qualifi caƟ ons, perquisites, and fees of offi  ce, shall be prescribed by the 
Legislature, and vacancies in whose offi  ce shall be fi lled by the Commissioners 
Court unƟ l the next general elecƟ on. (Amended Nov. 2, 1954, and Nov. 2, 1993.)

Sec. 24. REMOVAL OF COUNTY OFFICERS. County Judges, county aƩ orneys, 
clerks of the District and County Courts, jusƟ ces of the peace, constables, and 
other county offi  cers, may be removed by the Judges of the District Courts for 
incompetency, offi  cial misconduct, habitual drunkenness, or other causes defi ned 
by law, upon the cause therefor being set forth in wriƟ ng and the fi nding of its 
truth by a jury.

Sec. 25. (Repealed Nov. 5, 1985.)
Sec. 26. CRIMINAL CASES; APPEAL BY STATE. The State is enƟ tled to 

appeal in criminal cases, as authorized by general law. (Amended Nov. 3, 1987.)
Sec. 27. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 

27: see Appendix, Note 3.)
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Sec. 28. VACANCY IN OFFICE OF SUPREME COURT, COURT OF CRIMINAL 
APPEALS, COURT OF APPEALS AND DISTRICT COURTS TO BE FILLED BY THE 
GOVERNOR. (a) A vacancy in the offi  ce of Chief JusƟ ce, JusƟ ce, or Judge of 
the Supreme Court, the Court of Criminal Appeals, the Court of Appeals, or the 
District Courts shall be fi lled by the Governor unƟ l the next succeeding General 
ElecƟ on for state offi  cers, and at that elecƟ on the voters shall fi ll the vacancy 
for the unexpired term.

(b) A vacancy in the offi  ce of County Judge or JusƟ ce of the Peace shall be 
fi lled by the Commissioners Court unƟ l the next succeeding General ElecƟ on. 
(Amended Aug. 11, 1891, Nov. 4, 1958, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on 
provision for Sec. 28: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 29. COUNTY COURT; TERMS OF COURT; PROBATE BUSINESS; 
COMMENCEMENT OF PROSECUTIONS; JURY. The County Court shall hold at 
least four terms for both civil and criminal business annually, as may be provided 
by the Legislature, or by the Commissioners Court of the county under authority 
of law, and such other terms each year as may be fi xed by the Commissioners 
Court; provided, the Commissioners Court of any county having fi xed the Ɵ mes 
and number of terms of the County Court, shall not change the same again 
unƟ l the expiraƟ on of one year. Said court shall dispose of probate business 
either in term Ɵ me or vacaƟ on, under such regulaƟ on as may be prescribed by 
law. UnƟ l otherwise provided, the terms of the County Court shall be held on 
the fi rst Mondays in February, May, August and November, and may remain in 
session three weeks. (Added Aug. 14, 1883; amended Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provision for Sec. 29: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 30. JUDGES OF COURTS OF COUNTYͳWIDE JURISDICTION; 
CRIMINAL DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. The Judges of all Courts of county-wide 
jurisdicƟ on heretofore or hereaŌ er created by the Legislature of this State, and all 
Criminal District AƩ orneys now or hereaŌ er authorized by the laws of this State, 
shall be elected for a term of four years, and shall serve unƟ l their successors 
have qualifi ed. (Added Nov. 2, 1954.)

Sec. 31. COURT ADMINISTRATION; RULEͳMAKING AUTHORITY; ACTION 
ON MOTION FOR REHEARING. (a) The Supreme Court is responsible for the 
effi  cient administraƟ on of the judicial branch and shall promulgate rules of 
administraƟ on not inconsistent with the laws of the state as may be necessary 
for the effi  cient and uniform administraƟ on of jusƟ ce in the various courts.

(b) The Supreme Court shall promulgate rules of civil procedure for all courts 
not inconsistent with the laws of the state as may be necessary for the effi  cient 
and uniform administraƟ on of jusƟ ce in the various courts.

(c) The legislature may delegate to the Supreme Court or Court of Criminal 
Appeals the power to promulgate such other rules as may be prescribed by law or 
this ConsƟ tuƟ on, subject to such limitaƟ ons and procedures as may be provided 
by law.

(d) Notwithstanding SecƟ on 1, ArƟ cle II, of this consƟ tuƟ on and any other 
provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, if the supreme court does not act on a moƟ on for 
rehearing before the 180th day aŌ er the date on which the moƟ on is fi led, the 
moƟ on is denied. (Added Nov. 5, 1985; Subsec. (d) added Nov. 4, 1997.)
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ARTICLE 6
SUFFRAGE

Sec. 1. CLASSES OF PERSONS NOT ALLOWED TO VOTE. (a) The following 
classes of persons shall not be allowed to vote in this State:

(1) persons under 18 years of age;
(2) persons who have been determined mentally incompetent by a court, 

subject to such excepƟ ons as the Legislature may make; and
(3) persons convicted of any felony, subject to such excepƟ ons as the 

Legislature may make.
(b) The legislature shall enact laws to exclude from the right of suff rage 

persons who have been convicted of bribery, perjury, forgery, or other high 
crimes. (Amended Nov. 8, 1932, Nov. 2, 1954, Nov. 4, 1997, and Nov. 6, 2001.) 
(Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 1: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 2. QUALIFIED ELECTOR; REGISTRATION; ABSENTEE VOTING. 
(a) Every person subject to none of the disqualifi caƟ ons provided by SecƟ on 
1 of this arƟ cle or by a law enacted under that secƟ on who is a ciƟ zen of the 
United States and who is a resident of this State shall be deemed a qualifi ed 
voter; provided, however, that before off ering to vote at an elecƟ on a voter shall 
have registered, but such requirement for registraƟ on shall not be considered 
a qualifi caƟ on of a voter within the meaning of the term “qualifi ed voter” as 
used in any other ArƟ cle of this ConsƟ tuƟ on in respect to any maƩ er except 
qualifi caƟ on and eligibility to vote at an elecƟ on.

(b) The Legislature may authorize absentee voƟ ng.
(c) The privilege of free suff rage shall be protected by laws regulaƟ ng 

elections and prohibiting under adequate penalties all undue influence in 
elecƟ ons from power, bribery, tumult, or other improper pracƟ ce. (Amended 
Nov. 3, 1896, Nov. 4, 1902, July 23, 1921, Nov. 2, 1954, Nov. 8, 1966, Nov. 4, 1997, 
Nov. 2, 1999, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 2: see 
Appendix, Notes 1 and 3.)

Sec. 2a. VOTING FOR PRESIDENTIAL AND VICEͳPRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS 
AND STATEWIDE OFFICES; QUALIFIED PERSONS EXCEPT FOR RESIDENCE 
REQUIREMENTS. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this ConsƟ tuƟ on, 
the Legislature may enact laws and provide a method of registraƟ on, including 
the Ɵ me of such registraƟ on, permiƫ  ng any person who is qualifi ed to vote in 
this State except for the residence requirements within a county or district, as 
set forth in SecƟ on 2 of this ArƟ cle, to vote for (1) electors for President and 
Vice President of the United States and (2) all offi  ces, quesƟ ons or proposiƟ ons 
to be voted on by all voters throughout this State.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this ConsƟ tuƟ on, the Legislature 
may enact laws and provide for a method of registraƟ on, including the Ɵ me 
for such registraƟ on, permiƫ  ng any person (1) who is qualifi ed to vote in this 
State except for the residence requirements of SecƟ on 2 of this ArƟ cle, and (2) 
who shall have resided anywhere within this State at least thirty (30) days next 
preceding a General ElecƟ on in a presidenƟ al elecƟ on year, and (3) who shall have 



Art. 6 Sec. 3

95

been a qualifi ed voter in another state immediately prior to his removal to this 
State or would have been eligible to vote in such other state had he remained 
there unƟ l such elecƟ on, to vote for electors for President and Vice President 
of the United States in that elecƟ on.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this ConsƟ tuƟ on, the Legislature 
may enact laws and provide for a method of registraƟ on, including the Ɵ me for 
such registraƟ on, permiƫ  ng absentee voƟ ng for electors for President and Vice 
President of the United States in this State by former residents of this State (1) 
who have removed to another state, and (2) who meet all qualifi caƟ ons, except 
residence requirements, for voƟ ng for electors for President and Vice President 
in this State at the Ɵ me of the elecƟ on, but the privileges of suff rage so granted 
shall be only for such period of Ɵ me as would permit a former resident of this 
State to meet the residence requirements for voƟ ng in his new state of residence, 
and in no case for more than twenty-four (24) months. (Added Nov. 8, 1966; 
Subsecs. (a) and (b) amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions 
for Sec. 2a: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 3. MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS; QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS. All qualifi ed 
voters of the State, as herein described, who reside within the limits of any city 
or corporate town, shall have the right to vote for Mayor and all other elecƟ ve 
offi  cers. (Amended Nov. 4, 1997, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on 
provisions for Sec. 3: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 3a. BOND ISSUES; LOANS OF CREDIT; EXPENDITURES; ASSUMPTION 
OF DEBTS; QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS. When an elecƟ on is held by any 
county, or any number of counƟ es, or any poliƟ cal sub-division of the State, or 
any poliƟ cal sub-division of a county, or any defi ned district now or hereaŌ er to be 
described and defi ned within the State and which may or may not include towns, 
villages or municipal corporaƟ ons, or any city, town or village, for the purpose 
of issuing bonds or otherwise lending credit, or expending money or assuming 
any debt, only qualifi ed voters of the State, county, poliƟ cal sub-division, district, 
city, town or village where such elecƟ on is held shall be qualifi ed to vote. (Added 
Nov. 8, 1932; amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
3a: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 4. ELECTIONS BY BALLOT; NUMBERING, FRAUD, AND PURITY OF 
ELECTIONS; REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. In all elecƟ ons by the people, the vote 
shall be by ballot, and the Legislature shall provide for the numbering of Ɵ ckets 
and make such other regulaƟ ons as may be necessary to detect and punish fraud 
and preserve the purity of the ballot box; and the Legislature shall provide by 
law for the registraƟ on of all voters. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, and Nov. 8, 1966.)

Sec. 5. PRIVILEGE OF VOTERS FROM ARREST. Voters shall, in all cases, 
except treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during 
their aƩ endance at elecƟ ons, and in going to and returning therefrom.
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ARTICLE 7
EDUCATION

THE PUBLIC FREE SCHOOLS
Sec. 1. SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE OF SYSTEM OF PUBLIC FREE 

SCHOOLS. A general diff usion of knowledge being essenƟ al to the preservaƟ on of 
the liberƟ es and rights of the people, it shall be the duty of the Legislature of the 
State to establish and make suitable provision for the support and maintenance 
of an effi  cient system of public free schools.

Sec. 2. PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND. All funds, lands and other property 
heretofore set apart and appropriated for the support of public schools; all the 
alternate secƟ ons of land reserved by the State out of grants heretofore made 
or that may hereaŌ er be made to railroads or other corporaƟ ons of any nature 
whatsoever; one half of the public domain of the State; and all sums of money 
that may come to the State from the sale of any porƟ on of the same, shall 
consƟ tute a permanent school fund. (Amended Nov. 8, 2011.)

Sec. 2A. RELEASE OF CLAIM TO CERTAIN LANDS AND MINERALS WITHIN 
SHELBY, FRAZIER, AND MCCORMICK LEAGUE AND IN BASTROP COUNTY. 
(a) The State of Texas hereby relinquishes and releases any claim of sovereign 
ownership or Ɵ tle to an undivided one-third interest in and to the lands and 
minerals within the Shelby, Frazier, and McCormick League (now located in Fort 
Bend and AusƟ n counƟ es) arising out of the interest in that league originally 
granted under the Mexican ColonizaƟ on Law of 1823 to John McCormick on or 
about July 24, 1824, and subsequently voided by the governing body of AusƟ n’s 
Original Colony on or about December 15, 1830.

(b) The State of Texas relinquishes and releases any claim of sovereign 
ownership or Ɵ tle to an interest in and to the lands, excluding the minerals, in 
Tracts 2-5, 13, 15-17, 19-20, 23-26, 29-32, and 34-37, in the A. P. Nance Survey, 
Bastrop County, as said tracts are:

(1) shown on Bastrop County Rolled Sketch No. 4, recorded in the General 
Land Offi  ce on December 15, 1999; and

(2) further described by the fi eld notes prepared by a licensed state land 
surveyor of Travis County in September through November 1999 and May 2000.

(c) Title to such interest in the lands and minerals described by SubsecƟ on (a) 
is confi rmed to the owners of the remaining interests in such lands and minerals. 
Title to the lands, excluding the minerals, described by SubsecƟ on (b) is confi rmed 
to the holder of record Ɵ tle to each tract. Any outstanding land award or land 
payment obligaƟ on owed to the state for lands described by SubsecƟ on (b) is 
canceled, and any funds previously paid related to an outstanding land award 
or land payment obligaƟ on may not be refunded.

(d) The General Land Offi  ce shall issue a patent to the holder of record Ɵ tle 
to each tract described by SubsecƟ on (b). The patent shall be issued in the same 
manner as other patents except that no fi ling fee or patent fee may be required.
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(e) A patent issued under SubsecƟ on (d) shall include a provision reserving 
all mineral interest in the land to the state.

(f) This secƟ on is self-execuƟ ng. (Added Nov. 2, 1993; amended Nov. 6, 
2001.)

Sec. 2B. AUTHORITY TO RELEASE STATE’S INTEREST IN LAND HELD BY 
PERSON UNDER COLOR OF TITLE. (a) The legislature by law may provide for 
the release of all or part of the state’s interest in land, excluding mineral rights, if:

(1) the land is surveyed, unsold, permanent school fund land according to 
the records of the General Land Offi  ce;

(2) the land is not patentable under the law in eff ect before January 1, 
2002; and

(3) the person claiming Ɵ tle to the land:
(A) holds the land under color of Ɵ tle;
(B) holds the land under a chain of Ɵ tle that originated on or before January 

1, 1952;
(C) acquired the land without actual knowledge that Ɵ tle to the land was 

vested in the State of Texas;
(D) has a deed to the land recorded in the appropriate county; and
(E) has paid all taxes assessed on the land and any interest and penalƟ es 

associated with any period of tax delinquency.
(b) This secƟ on does not apply to:
(1) beach land, submerged or fi lled land, or islands; or
(2) land that has been determined to be state-owned by judicial decree.
(c) This secƟ on may not be used to:
(1) resolve boundary disputes; or
(2) change the mineral reservaƟ on in an exisƟ ng patent.
(d) (Expired.) (Added Nov. 6, 2001; Subsec. (d) expired Jan. 2, 2002.)
Sec. 2C. RELEASE OF CLAIM TO CERTAIN LANDS IN UPSHUR AND SMITH 

COUNTIES. (a) Except as provided by SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on, the State of 
Texas relinquishes and releases any claim of sovereign ownership or Ɵ tle to an 
interest in and to the tracts of land, including mineral rights, described as follows:
Tract 1:

The fi rst tract of land is situated in Upshur County, Texas, about 14 miles 
South 30 degrees east from Gilmer, the county seat, and is bounded as follows: 
Bound on the North by the J. Manning Survey, A-314 the S.W. Beasley Survey A-66 
and the David Meredith Survey A-315 and bound on the East by the M. Mann 
Survey, A-302 and by the M. Chandler Survey, A-84 and bound on the South by 
the G. W. Hooper Survey, A-657 and by the D. Ferguson Survey, A-158 and bound 
on the West by the J. R. Wadkins Survey, A-562 and the H. Alsup Survey, A-20, 
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and by the W. BraƩ on Survey, A-57 and the G. H. Burroughs Survey, A-30 and 
the M. Tidwell Survey, A-498 of Upshur County, Texas.
Tract 2:

The second tract of land is situated in Smith County, Texas, north of Tyler 
and is bounded as follows: on the north and west by the S. Leeper A-559, the 
Frost Thorn Four League Grant A-3, A-9, A-7, A-19, and the H. Jacobs A-504 and 
on the south and east by the following surveys: John Carver A-247, A. Loverly 
A-609, J. Gimble A-408, R. Conner A-239, N.J. Blythe A-88, N.J. Blythe A-89, J. 
Choate A-195, Daniel Minor A-644, William Keys A-527, James H. Thomas A-971, 
Seaborn Smith A-899, and Samuel Leeper A-559.

(b) This secƟ on does not apply to:
(1) any public right-of-way, including a public road right-of-way, or related 

interest owned by a governmental enƟ ty;
(2) any navigable waterway or related interest owned by a governmental 

enƟ ty; or
(3) any land owned by a governmental enƟ ty and reserved for public use, 

including a park, recreaƟ on area, wildlife area, scienƟ fi c area, or historic site.
(c) This secƟ on is self-execuƟ ng. (Added Nov. 8, 2005.)
Sec. 3. TAXES FOR BENEFIT OF SCHOOLS; SCHOOL DISTRICTS. (a) One-fourth 

of the revenue derived from the State occupaƟ on taxes shall be set apart annually 
for the benefi t of the public free schools.

(b) It shall be the duty of the State Board of EducaƟ on to set aside a suffi  cient 
amount of available funds to provide free text books for the use of children 
aƩ ending the public free schools of this State.

(c) Should the taxaƟ on herein named be insuffi  cient the defi cit may be met 
by appropriaƟ on from the general funds of the State.

(d) The Legislature may provide for the formaƟ on of school districts by 
general laws, and all such school districts may embrace parts of two or more 
counƟ es.

(e) The Legislature shall be authorized to pass laws for the assessment and 
collecƟ on of taxes in all school districts and for the management and control of 
the public school or schools of such districts, whether such districts are composed 
of territory wholly within a county or in parts of two or more counƟ es, and the 
Legislature may authorize an addiƟ onal ad valorem tax to be levied and collected 
within all school districts for the further maintenance of public free schools, 
and for the erecƟ on and equipment of school buildings therein; provided that a 
majority of the qualifi ed voters of the district voƟ ng at an elecƟ on to be held for 
that purpose, shall approve the tax. (Amended Aug. 14, 1883, Nov. 3, 1908, Aug. 
3, 1909, Nov. 5, 1918, Nov. 2, 1920, Nov. 2, 1926, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 3: see Appendix, Note 1.)
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Sec. 3a. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 3-b. INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND JUNIOR COLLEGE 

DISTRICTS; TAXES AND BONDS; CHANGES IN BOUNDARIES. No tax for the 
maintenance of public free schools voted in any independent school district and 
no tax for the maintenance of a junior college voted by a junior college district, 
nor any bonds voted in any such district, but unissued, shall be abrogated, 
cancelled or invalidated by change of any kind in the boundaries thereof. AŌ er 
any change in boundaries, the governing body of any such district, without the 
necessity of an addiƟ onal elecƟ on, shall have the power to assess, levy and collect 
ad valorem taxes on all taxable property within the boundaries of the district 
as changed, for the purposes of the maintenance of public free schools or the 
maintenance of a junior college, as the case may be, and the payment of principal 
of and interest on all bonded indebtedness outstanding against, or aƩ ributable, 
adjusted or allocated to, such district or any territory therein, in the amount, at 
the rate, or not to exceed the rate, and in the manner authorized in the district 
prior to the change in its boundaries, and further in accordance with the laws 
under which all such bonds, respecƟ vely, were voted; and such governing body 
also shall have the power, without the necessity of an addiƟ onal elecƟ on, to sell 
and deliver any unissued bonds voted in the district prior to any such change 
in boundaries, and to assess, levy and collect ad valorem taxes on all taxable 
property in the district as changed, for the payment of principal of and interest 
on such bonds in the manner permiƩ ed by the laws under which such bonds 
were voted. In those instances where the boundaries of any such independent 
school district are changed by the annexaƟ on of, or consolidaƟ on with, one or 
more whole school districts, the taxes to be levied for the purposes hereinabove 
authorized may be in the amount or at not to exceed the rate theretofore voted 
in the district having at the Ɵ me of such change the greatest scholasƟ c populaƟ on 
according to the latest scholasƟ c census and only the unissued bonds of such 
district voted prior to such change, may be subsequently sold and delivered 
and any voted, but unissued, bonds of other school districts involved in such 
annexaƟ on or consolidaƟ on shall not thereaŌ er be issued. (Added Nov. 6, 1962; 
amended Nov. 8, 1966.)

Sec. 4. SALE OF LANDS; INVESTMENT OF PROCEEDS. The lands herein 
set apart to the Permanent School fund, shall be sold under such regulaƟ ons, at 
such Ɵ mes, and on such terms as may be prescribed by law; and the Legislature 
shall not have power to grant any relief to purchasers thereof. The proceeds of 
such sales must be used to acquire other land for the Permanent School fund as 
provided by law or the proceeds shall be invested by the comptroller of public 
accounts, as may be directed by the Board of EducaƟ on herein provided for, in 
the bonds of the United States, the State of Texas, or counƟ es in said State, or in 
such other securiƟ es, and under such restricƟ ons as may be prescribed by law; 
and the State shall be responsible for all investments. (Amended Aug. 14, 1883, 
Nov. 5, 1985, Nov. 7, 1995, and Nov. 8, 2011.)

Sec. 4A. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 
4A: see Appendix, Note 3.)
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Sec. 4B. INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT; BOARD OF TRUSTEES; 
DONATION OF REAL PROPERTY AND IMPROVEMENTS. (a) The legislature 
by general law may authorize the board of trustees of an independent school 
district to donate district real property and improvements formerly used as a 
school campus for the purpose of preserving the improvements.

(b) A law enacted under this secƟ on must provide that before the board of 
trustees may make the donaƟ on, the board must determine that:

(1) the improvements have historical signifi cance;
(2) the transfer will further the preservaƟ on of the improvements; and
(3) at the Ɵ me of the transfer, the district does not need the real property 

or improvements for educaƟ onal purposes. (Added Nov. 6, 2001.)
Sec. 5. PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND; AVAILABLE SCHOOL FUND; USE OF 

FUNDS; DISTRIBUTION OF AVAILABLE SCHOOL FUND. (a) The permanent 
school fund consists of all land appropriated for public schools by this consƟ tuƟ on 
or the other laws of this state, other properƟ es belonging to the permanent 
school fund, and all revenue derived from the land or other properƟ es. The 
available school fund consists of the distribuƟ ons made to it from the total return 
on all investment assets of the permanent school fund, the taxes authorized 
by this consƟ tuƟ on or general law to be part of the available school fund, and 
appropriaƟ ons made to the available school fund by the legislature. The total 
amount distributed from the permanent school fund to the available school fund:

(1) in each year of a state fi scal biennium must be an amount that is not 
more than six percent of the average of the market value of the permanent school 
fund, excluding real property belonging to the fund that is managed, sold, or 
acquired under SecƟ on 4 of this arƟ cle, but including discreƟ onary real assets 
investments and cash in the state treasury derived from property belonging to 
the fund, on the last day of each of the 16 state fi scal quarters preceding the 
regular session of the legislature that begins before that state fi scal biennium, 
in accordance with the rate adopted by:

(A) a vote of two-thirds of the total membership of the State Board of 
EducaƟ on, taken before the regular session of the legislature convenes; or

(B) the legislature by general law or appropriaƟ on, if the State Board of 
EducaƟ on does not adopt a rate as provided by Paragraph (A) of this subdivision; 
and

(2) over the 10-year period consisƟ ng of the current state fi scal year and the 
nine preceding state fi scal years may not exceed the total return on all investment 
assets of the permanent school fund over the same 10-year period.

(b) The expenses of managing permanent school fund land and investments 
shall be paid by appropriaƟ on from the permanent school fund.

(c) The available school fund shall be applied annually to the support of the 
public free schools. Except as provided by this secƟ on, the legislature may not 
enact a law appropriaƟ ng any part of the permanent school fund or available 
school fund to any other purpose. The permanent school fund and the available 
school fund may not be appropriated to or used for the support of any sectarian 
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school. The available school fund shall be distributed to the several counƟ es 
according to their scholasƟ c populaƟ on and applied in the manner provided 
by law.

(d) The legislature by law may provide for using the permanent school fund 
to guarantee bonds issued by school districts or by the state for the purpose of 
making loans to or purchasing the bonds of school districts for the purpose of 
acquisiƟ on, construcƟ on, or improvement of instrucƟ onal faciliƟ es including all 
furnishings thereto. If any payment is required to be made by the permanent 
school fund as a result of its guarantee of bonds issued by the state, an amount 
equal to this payment shall be immediately paid by the state from the treasury 
to the permanent school fund. An amount owed by the state to the permanent 
school fund under this secƟ on shall be a general obligaƟ on of the state unƟ l 
paid. The amount of bonds authorized hereunder shall not exceed $750 million 
or a higher amount authorized by a two-thirds record vote of both houses of the 
legislature. If the proceeds of bonds issued by the state are used to provide a loan 
to a school district and the district becomes delinquent on the loan payments, 
the amount of the delinquent payments shall be off set against state aid to which 
the district is otherwise enƟ tled.

(e) The legislature may appropriate part of the available school fund for 
administraƟ on of a bond guarantee program established under this secƟ on.

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, in managing the 
assets of the permanent school fund, the State Board of EducaƟ on may acquire, 
exchange, sell, supervise, manage, or retain, through procedures and subject to 
restricƟ ons it establishes and in amounts it considers appropriate, any kind of 
investment, including investments in the Texas growth fund created by ArƟ cle 
XVI, SecƟ on 70, of this consƟ tuƟ on, that persons of ordinary prudence, discreƟ on, 
and intelligence, exercising the judgment and care under the circumstances then 
prevailing, acquire or retain for their own account in the management of their 
aff airs, not in regard to speculaƟ on but in regard to the permanent disposiƟ on 
of their funds, considering the probable income as well as the probable safety 
of their capital.

(g) Notwithstanding any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on or of a statute, 
the General Land Offi  ce or an enƟ ty other than the State Board of EducaƟ on 
that has responsibility for the management of permanent school fund land or 
other properƟ es may in its sole discreƟ on distribute to the available school fund 
each year revenue derived during that year from the land or properƟ es, not to 
exceed $300 million each year.

(h) (Expired.) (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, and Nov. 3, 1964; Subsec. (a) 
amended and (b) and (c) added Nov. 8, 1983; Subsec. (d) added Nov. 8, 1988; 
Subsec. (b) amended Nov. 7, 1989; Subsec. (a) amended, a new (b) added, a 
porƟ on of (a) redesignated as (c), former (b) and (c) amended, former (b)-(d) 
redesignated as (d)-(f), and (g) and (h) added Sept. 13, 2003; former Subsec. (g) 
and Subsec. (h) expired Dec. 1, 2006; Subsec. (a) amended and current Subsec. 
(g) added Nov. 8, 2011.) (Temporary provision for Sec. 5: see Appendix, Note 4.)
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Sec. 6. COUNTY SCHOOL LANDS; PROCEEDS OF SALES; INVESTMENT; 
AVAILABLE SCHOOL FUND. All lands heretofore, or hereaŌ er granted to the 
several counƟ es of this State for educaƟ onal purposes, are of right the property of 
said counƟ es respecƟ vely, to which they were granted, and Ɵ tle thereto is vested 
in said counƟ es, and no adverse possession or limitaƟ on shall ever be available 
against the Ɵ tle of any county. Each county may sell or dispose of its lands in 
whole or in part, in manner to be provided by the Commissioners Court of the 
county. Said lands, and the proceeds thereof, when sold, shall be held by said 
counƟ es alone as a trust for the benefi t of public schools therein; said proceeds 
to be invested in bonds of the United States, the State of Texas, or counƟ es in 
said State, or in such other securiƟ es, and under such restricƟ ons as may be 
prescribed by law; and the counƟ es shall be responsible for all investments; the 
interest thereon, and other revenue, except the principal shall be available fund. 
(Amended Aug. 14, 1883, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for 
Sec. 6: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 6a. COUNTY AGRICULTURAL OR GRAZING SCHOOL LAND SUBJECT 
TO TAX. All agriculture or grazing school land menƟ oned in SecƟ on 6 of this arƟ cle 
owned by any county shall be subject to taxaƟ on except for State purposes to 
the same extent as lands privately owned. (Added Nov. 2, 1926.)

Sec. 6b. REDUCTION OF COUNTY PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND; 
DISTRIBUTION. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 6, Article VII, 
ConsƟ tuƟ on of the State of Texas, any county, acƟ ng through the commissioners 
court, may reduce the county permanent school fund of that county and may 
distribute the amount of the reducƟ on to the independent and common school 
districts of the county on a per scholasƟ c basis to be used solely for the purpose 
of reducing bonded indebtedness of those districts or for making permanent 
improvements. The commissioners court shall, however, retain a suffi  cient 
amount of the corpus of the county permanent school fund to pay ad valorem 
taxes on school lands or royalty interests owned at the Ɵ me of the distribuƟ on. 
Nothing in this SecƟ on aff ects fi nancial aid to any school district by the state. 
(Added Nov. 7, 1972.)

Sec. 7. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 8. STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. The Legislature shall provide by law 

for a State Board of EducaƟ on, whose members shall be appointed or elected 
in such manner and by such authority and shall serve for such terms as the 
Legislature shall prescribe not to exceed six years. The said board shall perform 
such duƟ es as may be prescribed by law. (Amended Nov. 6, 1928.)

ASYLUMS
Sec. 9. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 9: 

see Appendix, Note 3.)
Sec. 9-a. (Added Nov. 6, 2001; expired Jan. 1, 2005.)
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UNIVERSITY
Sec. 10. ESTABLISHMENT OF UNIVERSITY; AGRICULTURAL AND 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT. The legislature shall as soon as practicable 
establish, organize and provide for the maintenance, support and direcƟ on of a 
University of the fi rst class, to be located by a vote of the people of this State, 
and styled, “The University of Texas,” for the promoƟ on of literature, and the 
arts and sciences, including an Agricultural, and Mechanical department.

Sec. 11. PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND; INVESTMENT; ALTERNATE 
SECTIONS OF RAILROAD GRANT. In order to enable the Legislature to perform 
the duƟ es set forth in the foregoing SecƟ on, it is hereby declared all lands and 
other property heretofore set apart and appropriated for the establishment and 
maintenance of the University of Texas, together with all the proceeds of sales 
of the same, heretofore made or hereaŌ er to be made, and all grants, donaƟ ons 
and appropriaƟ ons that may hereaŌ er be made by the State of Texas, or from 
any other source, except donaƟ ons limited to specifi c purposes, shall consƟ tute 
and become a Permanent University Fund. And the same as realized and received 
into the Treasury of the State (together with such sums belonging to the Fund, 
as may now be in the Treasury), shall be invested in bonds of the United States, 
the State of Texas, or counƟ es of said State, or in School Bonds or municipaliƟ es, 
or in bonds of any city of this State, or in bonds issued under and by virtue of 
the Federal Farm Loan Act approved by the President of the United States, July 
17, 1916, and amendments thereto; and the interest accruing thereon shall be 
subject to appropriaƟ on by the Legislature to accomplish the purpose declared 
in the foregoing SecƟ on; provided, that the one-tenth of the alternate SecƟ on of 
the lands granted to railroads, reserved by the State, which were set apart and 
appropriated to the establishment of the University of Texas, by an Act of the 
Legislature of February 11, 1858, enƟ tled, “An Act to establish the University of 
Texas,” shall not be included in, or consƟ tute a part of, the Permanent University 
Fund. (Amended Nov. 4, 1930, and Nov. 8, 1932.)

Sec. 11a. INVESTMENT OF PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND. In addiƟ on 
to the bonds enumerated in SecƟ on 11 of ArƟ cle VII of the ConsƟ tuƟ on of the 
State of Texas, the Board of Regents of The University of Texas may invest the 
Permanent University Fund in securiƟ es, bonds or other obligaƟ ons issued, 
insured, or guaranteed in any manner by the United States Government, or any 
of its agencies, and in such bonds, debentures, or obligaƟ ons, and preferred 
and common stocks issued by corporaƟ ons, associaƟ ons, or other insƟ tuƟ ons as 
the Board of Regents of The University of Texas System may deem to be proper 
investments for said funds; provided, however, that not more than one per cent 
(1%) of said fund shall be invested in the securiƟ es of any one (1) corporaƟ on, nor 
shall more than fi ve per cent (5%) of the voƟ ng stock of any one (1) corporaƟ on 
be owned: provided, further, that stocks eligible for purchase shall be restricted 
to stocks of companies incorporated within the United States which have paid 
dividends for fi ve (5) consecuƟ ve years or longer immediately prior to the date 
of purchase and which, except for bank stocks and insurance stocks, are listed 
upon an exchange registered with the SecuriƟ es and Exchange Commission or 
its successors.
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In making each and all of such investments said Board of Regents shall 
exercise the judgment and care under the circumstances then prevailing 
which men of ordinary prudence, discreƟ on, and intelligence exercise in the 
management of their own aff airs, not in regard to speculaƟ on but in regard 
to the permanent disposiƟ on of their funds, considering the probable income 
therefrom as well as the probable safety of their capital.

The interest, dividends and other income accruing from the investments of 
the Permanent University Fund, except the porƟ on thereof which is appropriated 
by the operaƟ on of SecƟ on 18 of ArƟ cle VII for the payment of principal and 
interest on bonds or notes issued thereunder, shall be subject to appropriaƟ on 
by the Legislature to accomplish the purposes declared in SecƟ on 10 of ArƟ cle 
VII of this ConsƟ tuƟ on.

This amendment shall be self-enacƟ ng, and shall become eff ecƟ ve upon 
its adopƟ on, provided, however, that the Legislature shall provide by law for 
full disclosure of all details concerning the investments in corporate stocks and 
bonds and other investments authorized herein. (Added Nov. 6, 1956; amended 
Nov. 5, 1968.)

Sec. 11b. PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND; AUTHORIZED INVESTMENTS. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, in managing the assets 
of the permanent university fund, the Board of Regents of The University of 
Texas System may acquire, exchange, sell, supervise, manage, or retain, through 
procedures and subject to restricƟ ons it establishes and in amounts it considers 
appropriate, any kind of investment, including investments in the Texas growth 
fund created by ArƟ cle XVI, SecƟ on 70, of this consƟ tuƟ on, that prudent investors, 
exercising reasonable care, skill, and cauƟ on, would acquire or retain in light of 
the purposes, terms, distribuƟ on requirements, and other circumstances of the 
fund then prevailing, taking into consideraƟ on the investment of all the assets 
of the fund rather than a single investment. (Added Nov. 8, 1988; amended Nov. 
7, 1995, and Nov. 2, 1999.)

Sec. 12. SALE OF LANDS. The land herein set apart to the University fund 
shall be sold under such regulaƟ ons, at such Ɵ mes, and on such terms as may 
be provided by law; and the Legislature shall provide for the prompt collecƟ on, 
at maturity, of all debts due on account of University lands, heretofore sold, or 
that may hereaŌ er be sold, and shall in neither event have the power to grant 
relief to the purchasers.

Sec. 13. AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. The Agricultural 
and Mechanical College of Texas, established by an Act of the Legislature passed 
April 17th, 1871, located in the county of Brazos, is hereby made, and consƟ tuted 
a Branch of the University of Texas, for instrucƟ on in Agriculture, the Mechanic 
Arts, and the Natural Sciences connected therewith. And the Legislature shall 
at its next session, make an appropriaƟ on, not to exceed forty thousand dollars, 
for the construcƟ on and compleƟ on of the buildings and improvements, and for 
providing the furniture necessary to put said College in immediate and successful 
operaƟ on.

Sec. 14. PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY. Prairie View A&M University in 
Waller County is an insƟ tuƟ on of the fi rst class under the direcƟ on of the same 
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governing board as Texas A&M University referred to in ArƟ cle VII, SecƟ on 13, of 
this consƟ tuƟ on as the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas. (Amended 
Nov. 6, 1984.)

Sec. 15. GRANT OF ADDITIONAL LANDS TO UNIVERSITY. In addiƟ on to the 
lands heretofore granted to the University of Texas, there is hereby set apart, and 
appropriated, for the endowment maintenance, and support of said University 
and its branches, one million acres of the unappropriated public domain of 
the State, to be designated, and surveyed as may be provided by law; and said 
lands shall be sold under the same regulaƟ ons, and the proceeds invested in 
the same manner, as is provided for the sale and investment of the permanent 
University fund; and the Legislature shall not have power to grant any relief to 
the purchasers of said lands.

Sec. 16. COUNTY TAXATION OF UNIVERSITY LANDS. All land menƟ oned 
in SecƟ ons 11, 12, and 15 of ArƟ cle VII, of the ConsƟ tuƟ on of the State of Texas, 
now belonging to the University of Texas shall be subject to the taxaƟ on for 
county purposes to the same extent as lands privately owned; provided they 
shall be rendered for taxaƟ on upon values fi xed by the State Tax Board; and 
providing that the State shall remit annually to each of the counƟ es in which 
said lands are located an amount equal to the tax imposed upon said land for 
county purposes. (Added Nov. 4, 1930.)

Sec. 16-a. TERMS OF OFFICE. The Legislature shall fi x by law the terms 
of all offi  ces of the public school system and of the State insƟ tuƟ ons of higher 
educaƟ on, inclusive, and the terms of members of the respecƟ ve boards, not to 
exceed six years. (Added Nov. 6, 1928; amended Nov. 4, 1997.)

Sec. 17. COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES; APPROPRIATIONS AND 
FUNDING. (a) In the fi scal year beginning September 1, 1985, and each fi scal 
year thereaŌ er, there is hereby appropriated out of the fi rst money coming into 
the state treasury not otherwise appropriated by the consƟ tuƟ on $100 million to 
be used by eligible agencies and insƟ tuƟ ons of higher educaƟ on for the purpose 
of acquiring land either with or without permanent improvements, construcƟ ng 
and equipping buildings or other permanent improvements, major repair or 
rehabilitaƟ on of buildings or other permanent improvements, acquisiƟ on of 
capital equipment, library books and library materials, and paying for acquiring, 
construcƟ ng, or equipping or for major repair or rehabilitaƟ on of buildings, 
faciliƟ es, other permanent improvements, or capital equipment used jointly 
for educaƟ onal and general acƟ viƟ es and for auxiliary enterprises to the extent 
of their use for educaƟ onal and general acƟ viƟ es. For the fi ve-year period that 
begins on September 1, 2000, and for each fi ve-year period that begins aŌ er that 
period, the legislature, during a regular session that is nearest, but preceding, 
a fi ve-year period, may by two-thirds vote of the membership of each house 
increase the amount of the consƟ tuƟ onal appropriaƟ on for the fi ve-year period 
but may not adjust the appropriaƟ on in such a way as to impair any obligaƟ on 
created by the issuance of bonds or notes in accordance with this secƟ on.

(b) The funds appropriated under SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on shall be for 
the use of the following eligible agencies and insƟ tuƟ ons of higher educaƟ on 
(even though their names may be changed):
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(1) East Texas State University including East Texas State University at 
Texarkana;

(2) Lamar University including Lamar University at Orange and Lamar 
University at Port Arthur;

(3) Midwestern State University;
(4) University of North Texas;
(5) The University of Texas—Pan American including The University of Texas 

at Brownsville;
(6) Stephen F. AusƟ n State University;
(7) Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine;
(8) Texas State University System Administration and the following 

component insƟ tuƟ ons:
(9) Sam Houston State University;
(10) Southwest Texas State University;
(11) Sul Ross State University including Uvalde Study Center;
(12) Texas Southern University;
(13) Texas Tech University;
(14) Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center;
(15) Angelo State University;
(16) Texas Woman’s University;
(17) University of Houston System Administration and the following 

component insƟ tuƟ ons:
(18) University of Houston;
(19) University of Houston—Victoria;
(20) University of Houston—Clear Lake;
(21) University of Houston—Downtown;
(22) Texas A&M University—Corpus ChrisƟ ;
(23) Texas A&M InternaƟ onal University;
(24) Texas A&M University—Kingsville;
(25) West Texas A&M University; and
(26) Texas State Technical College System and its campuses, but not its 

extension centers or programs.
(c) Pursuant to a two-thirds vote of the membership of each house of the 

legislature, insƟ tuƟ ons of higher educaƟ on may be created at a later date by 
general law, and, when created, such an insƟ tuƟ on shall be enƟ tled to parƟ cipate 
in the funding provided by this secƟ on if it is not created as a part of The 
University of Texas System or The Texas A&M University System. An insƟ tuƟ on 
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that is enƟ tled to parƟ cipate in dedicated funding provided by ArƟ cle VII, SecƟ on 
18, of this consƟ tuƟ on may not be enƟ tled to parƟ cipate in the funding provided 
by this secƟ on.

(d) In the year 1985 and every 10 years thereaŌ er, the legislature or an 
agency designated by the legislature no later than August 31 of such year shall 
allocate by equitable formula the annual appropriaƟ ons made under SubsecƟ on 
(a) of this secƟ on to the governing boards of eligible agencies and insƟ tuƟ ons 
of higher educaƟ on. The legislature shall review, or provide for a review, of the 
allocaƟ on formula at the end of the fi Ō h year of each 10-year allocaƟ on period. At 
that Ɵ me adjustments may be made in the allocaƟ on formula, but no adjustment 
that will prevent the payment of outstanding bonds and notes, both principal 
and interest, may be made.

(d-1) Notwithstanding SubsecƟ on (d) of this secƟ on, the allocaƟ on of the 
annual appropriaƟ on to Texas State Technical College System and its campuses 
may not exceed 2.2 percent of the total appropriaƟ on each fi scal year.

(e) Each governing board authorized to parƟ cipate in the distribuƟ on of 
money under this secƟ on is authorized to expend all money distributed to it for 
any of the purposes enumerated in SubsecƟ on (a). In addiƟ on, such governing 
board may issue bonds and notes for the purposes of refunding bonds or notes 
issued under this secƟ on or prior law, acquiring land either with or without 
permanent improvements, constructing and equipping buildings or other 
permanent improvements, acquiring capital equipment, library books, and 
library materials, paying for acquiring, construcƟ ng, or equipping or for major 
repair or rehabilitaƟ on of buildings, faciliƟ es, other permanent improvements, 
or capital equipment used jointly for educaƟ onal and general acƟ viƟ es and 
for auxiliary enterprises to the extent of their use for educaƟ onal and general 
acƟ viƟ es, and for major repair and rehabilitaƟ on of buildings or other permanent 
improvements, and may pledge up to 50 percent of the money allocated to such 
governing board pursuant to this secƟ on to secure the payment of the principal 
and interest of such bonds or notes. Proceeds from the issuance of bonds or 
notes under this subsecƟ on shall be maintained in a local depository selected 
by the governing board issuing the bonds or notes. The bonds and notes issued 
under this subsecƟ on shall be payable solely out of the money appropriated by 
this secƟ on and shall mature serially or otherwise in not more than 10 years 
from their respecƟ ve dates. All bonds issued under this secƟ on shall be sold only 
through compeƟ Ɵ ve bidding and are subject to approval by the aƩ orney general. 
Bonds approved by the aƩ orney general shall be incontestable. The permanent 
university fund may be invested in the bonds and notes issued under this secƟ on.

(f) The funds appropriated by this secƟ on may not be used for the purpose of 
construcƟ ng, equipping, repairing, or rehabilitaƟ ng buildings or other permanent 
improvements that are to be used only for student housing, intercollegiate 
athleƟ cs, or auxiliary enterprises.

(g) The comptroller of public accounts shall make annual transfers of the 
funds allocated pursuant to SubsecƟ on (d) directly to the governing boards of 
the eligible insƟ tuƟ ons.



Art. 7 Sec. 18

108

(h) To assure effi  cient use of construcƟ on funds and the orderly development 
of physical plants to accommodate the state’s real need, the legislature may 
provide for the approval or disapproval of all new construcƟ on projects at the 
eligible agencies and insƟ tuƟ ons enƟ tled to parƟ cipate in the funding provided 
by this secƟ on.

(i) (Repealed.)
(j) The state systems and insƟ tuƟ ons of higher educaƟ on designated in 

this secƟ on may not receive any addiƟ onal funds from the general revenue 
of the state for acquiring land with or without permanent improvements, for 
construcƟ ng or equipping buildings or other permanent improvements, or for 
major repair and rehabilitaƟ on of buildings or other permanent improvements 
except that:

(1) in the case of fi re or natural disaster the legislature may appropriate 
from the general revenue an amount suffi  cient to replace the uninsured loss of 
any building or other permanent improvement; and

(2) the legislature, by two-thirds vote of each house, may, in cases of 
demonstrated need, which need must be clearly expressed in the body of the act, 
appropriate addiƟ onal general revenue funds for acquiring land with or without 
permanent improvements, for construcƟ ng or equipping buildings or other 
permanent improvements, or for major repair and rehabilitaƟ on of buildings or 
other permanent improvements.

This subsecƟ on does not apply to legislaƟ ve appropriaƟ ons made prior to 
the adopƟ on of this amendment.

(k) Without the prior approval of the legislature, appropriaƟ ons under this 
secƟ on may not be expended for acquiring land with or without permanent 
improvements, or for construcƟ ng and equipping buildings or other permanent 
improvements, for a branch campus or educaƟ onal center that is not a separate 
degree-granƟ ng insƟ tuƟ on created by general law.

(l) This section is self-enacting upon the issuance of the governor’s 
proclamation declaring the adoption of the amendment, and the state 
comptroller of public accounts shall do all things necessary to eff ectuate this 
secƟ on. This secƟ on does not impair any obligaƟ on created by the issuance of 
any bonds and notes in accordance with prior law, and all outstanding bonds and 
notes shall be paid in full, both principal and interest, in accordance with their 
terms. If the provisions of this secƟ on confl ict with any other provisions of this 
consƟ tuƟ on, then the provisions of this secƟ on shall prevail, notwithstanding 
all such confl icƟ ng provisions. (Added Nov. 6, 1984; Subsecs. (a), (b), (e), (f), and 
(g) amended and (d-1) added Nov. 2, 1993; Subsec. (l) amended Nov. 7, 1995; 
Subsec. (b) amended Nov. 6, 2007; Subsec. (i) repealed Nov. 3, 2009.)

Sec. 18. TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM; UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
SYSTEM; BONDS OR NOTES PAYABLE FROM INCOME OF AVAILABLE 
UNIVERSITY FUND. (a) The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University 
System may issue bonds and notes not to exceed a total amount of 10 percent of 
the cost value of the investments and other assets of the permanent university 
fund (exclusive of real estate) at the Ɵ me of the issuance thereof, and may pledge 
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all or any part of its one-third interest in the available university fund to secure the 
payment of the principal and interest of those bonds and notes, for the purpose 
of acquiring land either with or without permanent improvements, construcƟ ng 
and equipping buildings or other permanent improvements, major repair and 
rehabilitaƟ on of buildings and other permanent improvements, acquiring capital 
equipment and library books and library materials, and refunding bonds or notes 
issued under this SecƟ on or prior law, at or for The Texas A&M University System 
administraƟ on and the following component insƟ tuƟ ons of the system:

(1) Texas A&M University, including its medical college which the legislature 
may authorize as a separate medical insƟ tuƟ on;

(2) Prairie View A&M University, including its nursing school in Houston;
(3) Tarleton State University;
(4) Texas A&M University at Galveston;
(5) Texas Forest Service;
(6) Texas Agricultural Experiment StaƟ ons;
(7) Texas Agricultural Extension Service;
(8) Texas Engineering Experiment StaƟ ons;
(9) Texas TransportaƟ on InsƟ tute; and
(10) Texas Engineering Extension Service.
(b) The Board of Regents of The University of Texas System may issue 

bonds and notes not to exceed a total amount of 20 percent of the cost value 
of investments and other assets of the permanent university fund (exclusive of 
real estate) at the Ɵ me of issuance thereof, and may pledge all or any part of its 
two-thirds interest in the available university fund to secure the payment of the 
principal and interest of those bonds and notes, for the purpose of acquiring land 
either with or without permanent improvements, construcƟ ng and equipping 
buildings or other permanent improvements, major repair and rehabilitaƟ on of 
buildings and other permanent improvements, acquiring capital equipment and 
library books and library materials, and refunding bonds or notes issued under 
this secƟ on or prior law, at or for The University of Texas System administraƟ on 
and the following component insƟ tuƟ ons of the system:

(1) The University of Texas at Arlington;
(2) The University of Texas at AusƟ n;
(3) The University of Texas at Dallas;
(4) The University of Texas at El Paso;
(5) The University of Texas of the Permian Basin;
(6) The University of Texas at San Antonio;
(7) The University of Texas at Tyler;
(8) The University of Texas Health Science Center at Dallas;
(9) The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston;
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(10) The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston;
(11) The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio;
(12) The University of Texas System Cancer Center;
(13) The University of Texas Health Center at Tyler; and
(14) The University of Texas InsƟ tute of Texan Cultures at San Antonio.
(c) Pursuant to a two-thirds vote of the membership of each house of the 

legislature, insƟ tuƟ ons of higher educaƟ on may be created at a later date as a 
part of The University of Texas System or The Texas A&M University System by 
general law, and, when created, such an insƟ tuƟ on shall be enƟ tled to parƟ cipate 
in the funding provided by this secƟ on for the system in which it is created. An 
insƟ tuƟ on that is enƟ tled to parƟ cipate in dedicated funding provided by ArƟ cle 
VII, SecƟ on 17, of this consƟ tuƟ on may not be enƟ tled to parƟ cipate in the 
funding provided by this secƟ on.

(d) The proceeds of the bonds or notes issued under SubsecƟ on (a) or (b) 
of this secƟ on may not be used for the purpose of construcƟ ng, equipping, 
repairing, or rehabilitaƟ ng buildings or other permanent improvements that are 
to be used for student housing, intercollegiate athleƟ cs, or auxiliary enterprises.

(e) The available university fund consists of the distribuƟ ons made to it 
from the total return on all investment assets of the permanent university fund, 
including the net income aƩ ributable to the surface of permanent university fund 
land. The amount of any distribuƟ ons to the available university fund shall be 
determined by the board of regents of The University of Texas System in a manner 
intended to provide the available university fund with a stable and predictable 
stream of annual distribuƟ ons and to maintain over Ɵ me the purchasing power of 
permanent university fund investments and annual distribuƟ ons to the available 
university fund. The amount distributed to the available university fund in a 
fi scal year must be not less than the amount needed to pay the principal and 
interest due and owing in that fi scal year on bonds and notes issued under this 
secƟ on. If the purchasing power of permanent university fund investments for 
any rolling 10-year period is not preserved, the board may not increase annual 
distribuƟ ons to the available university fund unƟ l the purchasing power of the 
permanent university fund investments is restored, except as necessary to pay 
the principal and interest due and owing on bonds and notes issued under this 
secƟ on. An annual distribuƟ on made by the board to the available university 
fund during any fi scal year may not exceed an amount equal to seven percent 
of the average net fair market value of permanent university fund investment 
assets as determined by the board, except as necessary to pay any principal 
and interest due and owing on bonds issued under this secƟ on. The expenses 
of managing permanent university fund land and investments shall be paid by 
the permanent university fund.

(f) Out of one-third of the annual distribuƟ on from the permanent university 
fund to the available university fund, there shall be appropriated an annual sum 
suffi  cient to pay the principal and interest due on the bonds and notes issued by 
the Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University System under this secƟ on and 
prior law, and the remainder of that one-third of the annual distribuƟ on to the 
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available university fund shall be appropriated to the Board of Regents of The 
Texas A&M University System which shall have the authority and duty in turn to 
appropriate an equitable porƟ on of the same for the support and maintenance 
of The Texas A&M University System administraƟ on, Texas A&M University, and 
Prairie View A&M University. The Board of Regents of The Texas A&M University 
System, in making just and equitable appropriaƟ ons to Texas A&M University and 
Prairie View A&M University, shall exercise its discreƟ on with due regard to such 
criteria as the board may deem appropriate from year to year. Out of the other 
two-thirds of the annual distribuƟ on from the permanent university fund to the 
available university fund there shall be appropriated an annual sum suffi  cient to 
pay the principal and interest due on the bonds and notes issued by the Board 
of Regents of The University of Texas System under this secƟ on and prior law, 
and the remainder of such two-thirds of the annual distribuƟ on to the available 
university fund, shall be appropriated for the support and maintenance of The 
University of Texas at AusƟ n and The University of Texas System administraƟ on.

(g) The bonds and notes issued under this secƟ on shall be payable solely out 
of the available university fund, mature serially or otherwise in not more than 
30 years from their respecƟ ve dates, and, except for refunding bonds, be sold 
only through compeƟ Ɵ ve bidding. All of these bonds and notes are subject to 
approval by the aƩ orney general and when so approved are incontestable. The 
permanent university fund may be invested in these bonds and notes.

(h) To assure effi  cient use of construcƟ on funds and the orderly development 
of physical plants to accommodate the state’s real need, the legislature may 
provide for the approval or disapproval of all new construcƟ on projects at the 
eligible agencies and insƟ tuƟ ons enƟ tled to parƟ cipate in the funding provided 
by this secƟ on except The University of Texas at AusƟ n, Texas A&M University 
in College StaƟ on, and Prairie View A&M University.

(i) The state systems and insƟ tuƟ ons of higher educaƟ on designated in 
this secƟ on may not receive any funds from the general revenue of the state 
for acquiring land with or without permanent improvements, for construcƟ ng 
or equipping buildings or other permanent improvements, or for major repair 
and rehabilitaƟ on of buildings or other permanent improvements except that:

(1) in the case of fi re or natural disaster the legislature may appropriate 
from the general revenue an amount suffi  cient to replace the uninsured loss of 
any building or other permanent improvement; and

(2) the legislature, by two-thirds vote of each house, may, in cases of 
demonstrated need, which need must be clearly expressed in the body of 
the act, appropriate general revenue funds for acquiring land with or without 
permanent improvements, for construcƟ ng or equipping buildings or other 
permanent improvements, or for major repair and rehabilitaƟ on of buildings or 
other permanent improvements.

This subsecƟ on does not apply to legislaƟ ve appropriaƟ ons made prior to 
the adopƟ on of this amendment.

(j) This secƟ on is self-enacƟ ng on the issuance of the governor’s proclamaƟ on 
declaring the adopƟ on of this amendment, and the state comptroller of public 
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accounts shall do all things necessary to eff ectuate this secƟ on. This secƟ on 
does not impair any obligaƟ on created by the issuance of bonds or notes in 
accordance with prior law, and all outstanding bonds and notes shall be paid in 
full, both principal and interest, in accordance with their terms, and the changes 
herein made in the allocaƟ on of the available university fund shall not aff ect 
the pledges thereof made in connecƟ on with such bonds or notes heretofore 
issued. If the provisions of this secƟ on confl ict with any other provision of this 
consƟ tuƟ on, then the provisions of this secƟ on shall prevail, notwithstanding 
any such confl icƟ ng provisions. (Added Aug. 23, 1947; amended Nov. 6, 1956, 
Nov. 8, 1966, and Nov. 6, 1984; former Subsec. (f) expired Nov. 6, 1994; Subsec. 
(j) amended Nov. 7, 1995; Subsec. (e) amended and current Subsec. (f) added 
Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary provision for Sec. 18: see Appendix, Note 2.)

Sec. 19. TEXAS TOMORROW FUND. (a) The Texas tomorrow fund is 
created as a trust fund dedicated to the prepayment of tuiƟ on and fees for 
higher educaƟ on as provided by the general laws of this state for the prepaid 
higher educaƟ on tuiƟ on program. The assets of the fund are held in trust for 
the benefi t of parƟ cipants and benefi ciaries and may not be diverted. The 
state shall hold the assets of the fund for the exclusive purposes of providing 
benefi ts to parƟ cipants and benefi ciaries and defraying reasonable expenses of 
administering the program.

(b) Financing of benefi ts must be based on sound actuarial principles. The 
amount contributed by a person parƟ cipaƟ ng in the prepaid higher educaƟ on 
program shall be as provided by the general laws of this state, but may not be 
less than the amount anƟ cipated for tuiƟ on and required fees based on sound 
actuarial principles. If in any fi scal year there is not enough money in the Texas 
tomorrow fund to pay the tuiƟ on and required fees of an insƟ tuƟ on of higher 
educaƟ on in which a benefi ciary enrolls or the appropriate porƟ on of the tuiƟ on 
and required fees of a private or independent insƟ tuƟ on of higher educaƟ on in 
which a benefi ciary enrolls as provided by a prepaid tuiƟ on contract, there is 
appropriated out of the fi rst money coming into the state treasury in each fi scal 
year not otherwise appropriated by the consƟ tuƟ on the amount that is suffi  cient 
to pay the applicable amount of tuiƟ on and required fees of the insƟ tuƟ on.

(c) Assets of the fund may be invested by an enƟ ty designated by general 
law in securiƟ es considered prudent investments. Investments shall be made 
in the exercise of judgment and care under the circumstances that a person of 
ordinary prudence, discreƟ on, and intelligence exercises in the management 
of the person’s aff airs, not for speculaƟ on, but for the permanent disposiƟ on 
of funds, considering the probable income from the disposiƟ on as well as the 
probable safety of capital.

(d) The state comptroller of public accounts shall take the acƟ ons necessary 
to implement this secƟ on.

(e) To the extent this secƟ on confl icts with any other provision of this 
consƟ tuƟ on, this secƟ on controls. (Added Nov. 4, 1997.)

Sec. 20. NATIONAL RESEARCH UNIVERSITY FUND. (a) There is established 
the naƟ onal research university fund for the purpose of providing a dedicated, 
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independent, and equitable source of funding to enable emerging research 
universiƟ es in this state to achieve naƟ onal prominence as major research 
universiƟ es.

(b) The fund consists of money transferred or deposited to the credit of the 
fund and any interest or other return on the investment assets of the fund. The 
legislature may dedicate state revenue to the credit of the fund.

(c) The legislature shall provide for administraƟ on of the fund, which shall be 
invested in the manner and according to the standards provided for investment 
of the permanent university fund. The expenses of managing the investments 
of the fund shall be paid from the fund.

(d) In each state fiscal biennium, the legislature may appropriate as 
provided by SubsecƟ on (f) of this secƟ on all or a porƟ on of the total return on 
all investment assets of the fund to carry out the purposes for which the fund 
is established.

(e) The legislature biennially shall allocate the amounts appropriated 
under this secƟ on, or shall provide for a biennial allocaƟ on of those amounts, 
to eligible state universiƟ es to carry out the purposes of the fund. The money 
shall be allocated based on an equitable formula established by the legislature 
or an agency designated by the legislature. The legislature shall review and as 
appropriate adjust, or provide for a review and adjustment, of the allocaƟ on 
formula at the end of each state fi scal biennium.

(f) The porƟ on of the total return on investment assets of the fund that is 
available for appropriaƟ on in a state fi scal biennium under this secƟ on is the 
porƟ on determined by the legislature, or an agency designated by the legislature, 
as necessary to provide as nearly as pracƟ cable a stable and predictable stream 
of annual distribuƟ ons to eligible state universiƟ es and to maintain over Ɵ me 
the purchasing power of fund investment assets. If the purchasing power of fund 
investment assets for any rolling 10-year period is not preserved, the distribuƟ ons 
may not be increased unƟ l the purchasing power of the fund investment assets 
is restored. The amount appropriated from the fund in any fi scal year may not 
exceed an amount equal to seven percent of the average net fair market value 
of the investment assets of the fund, as determined by law. UnƟ l the fund has 
been invested for a period of Ɵ me suffi  cient to determine the purchasing power 
over a 10-year period, the legislature may provide by law for means of preserving 
the purchasing power of the fund.

(g) The legislature shall establish criteria by which a state university may 
become eligible to receive a porƟ on of the distribuƟ ons from the fund. A state 
university that becomes eligible to receive a porƟ on of the distribuƟ ons from the 
fund in a state fi scal biennium remains eligible to receive addiƟ onal distribuƟ ons 
from the fund in any subsequent state fi scal biennium. The University of Texas at 
AusƟ n and Texas A&M University are not eligible to receive money from the fund.

(h) An eligible state university may use distribuƟ ons from the fund only for 
the support and maintenance of educaƟ onal and general acƟ viƟ es that promote 
increased research capacity at the university. (Added Nov. 3, 2009.)
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ARTICLE 8
TAXATION AND REVENUE

Sec. 1. EQUALITY AND UNIFORMITY; TAX IN PROPORTION TO VALUE; 
INCOME TAX; EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY 
FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION. (a) TaxaƟ on shall be equal and uniform.

(b) All real property and tangible personal property in this State, unless 
exempt as required or permiƩ ed by this ConsƟ tuƟ on, whether owned by natural 
persons or corporaƟ ons, other than municipal, shall be taxed in proporƟ on to 
its value, which shall be ascertained as may be provided by law.

(c) The Legislature may provide for the taxaƟ on of intangible property 
and may also impose occupaƟ on taxes, both upon natural persons and upon 
corporaƟ ons, other than municipal, doing any business in this State. Subject to 
the restricƟ ons of SecƟ on 24 of this arƟ cle, it may also tax incomes of both natural 
persons and corporaƟ ons other than municipal. Persons engaged in mechanical 
and agricultural pursuits shall never be required to pay an occupaƟ on tax.

(d) The Legislature by general law shall exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on 
household goods not held or used for the producƟ on of income and personal 
eff ects not held or used for the producƟ on of income. The Legislature by general 
law may exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on:

(1) all or part of the personal property homestead of a family or single adult, 
“personal property homestead” meaning that personal property exempt by law 
from forced sale for debt;

(2) subject to SubsecƟ ons (e) and (g) of this secƟ on, all other tangible 
personal property, except structures which are substanƟ ally affi  xed to real estate 
and are used or occupied as residenƟ al dwellings and except property held or 
used for the producƟ on of income;

(3) subject to SubsecƟ on (e) of this secƟ on, a leased motor vehicle that is 
not held primarily for the producƟ on of income by the lessee and that otherwise 
qualifi es under general law for exempƟ on; and

(4) one motor vehicle, as defi ned by general law, owned by an individual that 
is used in the course of the individual’s occupaƟ on or profession and is also used 
for personal acƟ viƟ es of the owner that do not involve the producƟ on of income.

(e) The governing body of a political subdivision may provide for the 
taxaƟ on of all property exempt under a law adopted under Subdivision (2) or 
(3) of SubsecƟ on (d) of this secƟ on and not exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on 
by any other law. The Legislature by general law may provide limitaƟ ons to the 
applicaƟ on of this subsecƟ on to the taxaƟ on of vehicles exempted under the 
authority of Subdivision (3) of SubsecƟ on (d) of this secƟ on.

(f) The occupaƟ on tax levied by any county, city or town for any year on persons 
or corporaƟ ons pursuing any profession or business, shall not exceed one half of 
the tax levied by the State for the same period on such profession or business.

(g) The Legislature may exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on tangible personal 
property that is held or used for the producƟ on of income and has a taxable 
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value of less than the minimum amount suffi  cient to recover the costs of the 
administraƟ on of the taxes on the property, as determined by or under the 
general law granƟ ng the exempƟ on.

(h) The Legislature may exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on a mineral interest 
that has a taxable value of less than the minimum amount suffi  cient to recover 
the costs of the administraƟ on of the taxes on the interest, as determined by or 
under the general law granƟ ng the exempƟ on.

(i) Notwithstanding SubsecƟ ons (a) and (b) of this secƟ on, the Legislature by 
general law may limit the maximum appraised value of a residence homestead 
for ad valorem tax purposes in a tax year to the lesser of the most recent market 
value of the residence homestead as determined by the appraisal enƟ ty or 
110 percent, or a greater percentage, of the appraised value of the residence 
homestead for the preceding tax year. A limitaƟ on on appraised values authorized 
by this subsecƟ on:

(1) takes eff ect as to a residence homestead on the later of the eff ecƟ ve 
date of the law imposing the limitaƟ on or January 1 of the tax year following the 
fi rst tax year the owner qualifi es the property for an exempƟ on under SecƟ on 
1-b of this arƟ cle; and

(2) expires on January 1 of the fi rst tax year that neither the owner of the 
property when the limitaƟ on took eff ect nor the owner’s spouse or surviving 
spouse qualifi es for an exempƟ on under SecƟ on 1-b of this arƟ cle.

(i-1) (Expired.)
(j) The Legislature by general law may provide for the taxaƟ on of real 

property that is the residence homestead of the property owner solely on the 
basis of the property’s value as a residence homestead, regardless of whether 
the residenƟ al use of the property by the owner is considered to be the highest 
and best use of the property.

(j-1) (Expired.) (Amended Nov. 7, 1978, and Nov. 3, 1987; Subsecs. (b) and (f) 
amended Nov. 7, 1989; Subsec. (e) amended Aug. 10, 1991; Subsec. (c) amended 
Nov. 2, 1993; Subsec. (d) amended and (g) and (h) added Nov. 7, 1995; Subsec. 
(i) added Nov. 4, 1997; Subsecs. (d) and (e) amended Nov. 2, 1999; Subsec. (d) 
amended and former (j) and (j-1) added Nov. 6, 2001; Subsec. (d) amended, 
(i-1) added, and (j) repealed Sept. 13, 2003; Subsec. (j-1) expired Jan. 1, 2004; 
Subsec. (i-l) expired Jan. 1, 2005; Subsecs. (d) and (i) amended Nov. 6, 2007; 
current Subsec. (j) added Nov. 3, 2009.)

Sec. 1-a. COUNTY LEVY FOR ROADS AND FLOOD CONTROL. The several 
counƟ es of the State are authorized to levy ad valorem taxes upon all property 
within their respecƟ ve boundaries for county purposes, except the fi rst Three 
Thousand Dollars ($3,000) value of residential homesteads of married or 
unmarried adults, including those living alone, not to exceed thirty cents (30¢) 
on each One Hundred Dollars ($100) valuaƟ on, in addiƟ on to all other ad valorem 
taxes authorized by the ConsƟ tuƟ on of this State, provided the revenue derived 
therefrom shall be used for construcƟ on and maintenance of Farm to Market 
Roads or for Flood Control, except as herein otherwise provided. (Added Nov. 
8, 1932; amended Aug. 26, 1933, Nov. 2, 1948, Nov. 6, 1973, Nov. 2, 1999, and 
Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 1-a: see Appendix, 
Notes 1 and 3.)
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Sec. 1-b. RESIDENCE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION. (a) Three Thousand 
Dollars ($3,000) of the assessed taxable value of all residence homesteads of 
married or unmarried adults, male or female, including those living alone, shall 
be exempt from all taxaƟ on for all State purposes.

(b) The governing body of any county, city, town, school district, or other 
poliƟ cal subdivision of the State may exempt by its own acƟ on not less than 
Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) of the market value of residence homesteads 
of persons, married or unmarried, including those living alone, who are under a 
disability for purposes of payment of disability insurance benefi ts under Federal 
Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance or its successor or of married or 
unmarried persons sixty-fi ve (65) years of age or older, including those living 
alone, from all ad valorem taxes thereaŌ er levied by the poliƟ cal subdivision. As 
an alternaƟ ve, upon receipt of a peƟ Ɵ on signed by twenty percent (20%) of the 
voters who voted in the last preceding elecƟ on held by the poliƟ cal subdivision, 
the governing body of the subdivision shall call an elecƟ on to determine by 
majority vote whether an amount not less than Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) 
as provided in the peƟ Ɵ on, of the market value of residence homesteads of 
disabled persons or of persons sixty-fi ve (65) years of age or over shall be exempt 
from ad valorem taxes thereaŌ er levied by the poliƟ cal subdivision. An eligible 
disabled person who is sixty-fi ve (65) years of age or older may not receive 
both exempƟ ons from the same poliƟ cal subdivision in the same year but may 
choose either if the subdivision has adopted both. Where any ad valorem tax 
has theretofore been pledged for the payment of any debt, the taxing offi  cers of 
the poliƟ cal subdivision shall have authority to conƟ nue to levy and collect the 
tax against the homestead property at the same rate as the tax so pledged unƟ l 
the debt is discharged, if the cessaƟ on of the levy would impair the obligaƟ on 
of the contract by which the debt was created.

(c) FiŌ een Thousand Dollars ($15,000) of the market value of the residence 
homestead of a married or unmarried adult, including one living alone, is 
exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on for general elementary and secondary public 
school purposes. The legislature by general law may provide that all or part of 
the exempƟ on does not apply to a district or poliƟ cal subdivision that imposes 
ad valorem taxes for public educaƟ on purposes but is not the principal school 
district providing general elementary and secondary public educaƟ on throughout 
its territory. In addiƟ on to this exempƟ on, the legislature by general law may 
exempt an amount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) of the market 
value of the residence homestead of a person who is disabled as defi ned in 
SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on and of a person sixty-fi ve (65) years of age or older 
from ad valorem taxaƟ on for general elementary and secondary public school 
purposes. The legislature by general law may base the amount of and condiƟ on 
eligibility for the addiƟ onal exempƟ on authorized by this subsecƟ on for disabled 
persons and for persons sixty-fi ve (65) years of age or older on economic need. 
An eligible disabled person who is sixty-fi ve (65) years of age or older may not 
receive both exempƟ ons from a school district but may choose either. An eligible 
person is enƟ tled to receive both the exempƟ on required by this subsecƟ on for 
all residence homesteads and any exempƟ on adopted pursuant to SubsecƟ on 
(b) of this secƟ on, but the legislature shall provide by general law whether an 
eligible disabled or elderly person may receive both the addiƟ onal exempƟ on 
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for the elderly and disabled authorized by this subsecƟ on and any exempƟ on for 
the elderly or disabled adopted pursuant to SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on. Where 
ad valorem tax has previously been pledged for the payment of debt, the taxing 
offi  cers of a school district may conƟ nue to levy and collect the tax against the 
value of homesteads exempted under this subsecƟ on unƟ l the debt is discharged 
if the cessaƟ on of the levy would impair the obligaƟ on of the contract by which 
the debt was created. The legislature shall provide for formulas to protect school 
districts against all or part of the revenue loss incurred by the implementaƟ on of 
ArƟ cle VIII, SecƟ ons 1-b(c), 1-b(d), and 1-d-1, of this consƟ tuƟ on. The legislature 
by general law may defi ne residence homestead for purposes of this secƟ on.

(d) Except as otherwise provided by this subsecƟ on, if a person receives a 
residence homestead exempƟ on prescribed by SubsecƟ on (c) of this secƟ on for 
homesteads of persons who are sixty-fi ve (65) years of age or older or who are 
disabled, the total amount of ad valorem taxes imposed on that homestead for 
general elementary and secondary public school purposes may not be increased 
while it remains the residence homestead of that person or that person’s spouse 
who receives the exempƟ on. If a person sixty-fi ve (65) years of age or older dies 
in a year in which the person received the exempƟ on, the total amount of ad 
valorem taxes imposed on the homestead for general elementary and secondary 
public school purposes may not be increased while it remains the residence 
homestead of that person’s surviving spouse if the spouse is fi Ō y-fi ve (55) years of 
age or older at the Ɵ me of the person’s death, subject to any excepƟ ons provided 
by general law. The legislature, by general law, may provide for the transfer of 
all or a proporƟ onate amount of a limitaƟ on provided by this subsecƟ on for 
a person who qualifi es for the limitaƟ on and establishes a diff erent residence 
homestead. However, taxes otherwise limited by this subsecƟ on may be increased 
to the extent the value of the homestead is increased by improvements other 
than repairs or improvements made to comply with governmental requirements 
and except as may be consistent with the transfer of a limitaƟ on under this 
subsecƟ on. For a residence homestead subject to the limitaƟ on provided by 
this subsecƟ on in the 1996 tax year or an earlier tax year, the legislature shall 
provide for a reducƟ on in the amount of the limitaƟ on for the 1997 tax year and 
subsequent tax years in an amount equal to $10,000 mulƟ plied by the 1997 tax 
rate for general elementary and secondary public school purposes applicable to 
the residence homestead.

(d-1) Notwithstanding SubsecƟ on (d) of this secƟ on, the legislature by general 
law may provide for the reducƟ on of the amount of a limitaƟ on provided by that 
subsecƟ on and applicable to a residence homestead for the 2007 tax year to 
refl ect any reducƟ on from the 2006 tax year in the tax rate for general elementary 
and secondary public school purposes applicable to the homestead. A general 
law enacted under this subsecƟ on may also take into account any reducƟ on in 
the tax rate for those purposes from the 2005 tax year to the 2006 tax year if 
the homestead was subject to the limitaƟ on in the 2006 tax year. A general law 
enacted under this subsecƟ on may provide that, except as otherwise provided 
by SubsecƟ on (d) of this secƟ on, a limitaƟ on provided by that subsecƟ on that is 
reduced under the general law conƟ nues to apply to the residence homestead 
in subsequent tax years unƟ l the limitaƟ on expires.
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(e) The governing body of a poliƟ cal subdivision, other than a county 
educaƟ on district, may exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on a percentage of the 
market value of the residence homestead of a married or unmarried adult, 
including one living alone. In the manner provided by law, the voters of a county 
educaƟ on district at an elecƟ on held for that purpose may exempt from ad 
valorem taxaƟ on a percentage of the market value of the residence homestead 
of a married or unmarried adult, including one living alone. The percentage may 
not exceed twenty percent. However, the amount of an exempƟ on authorized 
pursuant to this subsecƟ on may not be less than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) 
unless the legislature by general law prescribes other monetary restricƟ ons 
on the amount of the exempƟ on. An eligible adult is enƟ tled to receive other 
applicable exempƟ ons provided by law. Where ad valorem tax has previously been 
pledged for the payment of debt, the governing body of a poliƟ cal subdivision 
may conƟ nue to levy and collect the tax against the value of the homesteads 
exempted under this subsecƟ on unƟ l the debt is discharged if the cessaƟ on of the 
levy would impair the obligaƟ on of the contract by which the debt was created. 
The legislature by general law may prescribe procedures for the administraƟ on 
of residence homestead exempƟ ons.

(e-1) (Expired.)
(f) The surviving spouse of a person who received an exempƟ on under 

SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on for the residence homestead of a person sixty-fi ve 
(65) years of age or older is enƟ tled to an exempƟ on for the same property 
from the same poliƟ cal subdivision in an amount equal to that of the exempƟ on 
received by the deceased spouse if the deceased spouse died in a year in which 
the deceased spouse received the exempƟ on, the surviving spouse was fi Ō y-fi ve 
(55) years of age or older when the deceased spouse died, and the property was 
the residence homestead of the surviving spouse when the deceased spouse died 
and remains the residence homestead of the surviving spouse. A person who 
receives an exempƟ on under SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on is not enƟ tled to an 
exempƟ on under this subsecƟ on. The legislature by general law may prescribe 
procedures for the administraƟ on of this subsecƟ on.

(g) If the legislature provides for the transfer of all or a proporƟ onate amount 
of a tax limitaƟ on provided by SubsecƟ on (d) of this secƟ on for a person who 
qualifi es for the limitaƟ on and subsequently establishes a diff erent residence 
homestead, the legislature by general law may authorize the governing body of 
a school district to elect to apply the law providing for the transfer of the tax 
limitaƟ on to a change of a person’s residence homestead that occurred before 
that law took eff ect, subject to any restricƟ ons provided by general law. The 
transfer of the limitaƟ on may apply only to taxes imposed in a tax year that 
begins aŌ er the tax year in which the elecƟ on is made.

(h) The governing body of a county, a city or town, or a junior college district 
by offi  cial acƟ on may provide that if a person who is disabled or is sixty-fi ve (65) 
years of age or older receives a residence homestead exempƟ on prescribed or 
authorized by this secƟ on, the total amount of ad valorem taxes imposed on 
that homestead by the county, the city or town, or the junior college district may 
not be increased while it remains the residence homestead of that person or 
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that person’s spouse who is disabled or sixty-fi ve (65) years of age or older and 
receives a residence homestead exempƟ on on the homestead. As an alternaƟ ve, 
on receipt of a peƟ Ɵ on signed by fi ve percent (5%) of the registered voters of 
the county, the city or town, or the junior college district, the governing body 
of the county, the city or town, or the junior college district shall call an elecƟ on 
to determine by majority vote whether to establish a tax limitaƟ on provided by 
this subsecƟ on. If a county, a city or town, or a junior college district establishes 
a tax limitaƟ on provided by this subsecƟ on and a disabled person or a person 
sixty-fi ve (65) years of age or older dies in a year in which the person received a 
residence homestead exempƟ on, the total amount of ad valorem taxes imposed 
on the homestead by the county, the city or town, or the junior college district 
may not be increased while it remains the residence homestead of that person’s 
surviving spouse if the spouse is fi Ō y-fi ve (55) years of age or older at the Ɵ me 
of the person’s death, subject to any excepƟ ons provided by general law. The 
legislature, by general law, may provide for the transfer of all or a proporƟ onate 
amount of a tax limitaƟ on provided by this subsecƟ on for a person who qualifi es 
for the limitaƟ on and establishes a diff erent residence homestead within the 
same county, within the same city or town, or within the same junior college 
district. A county, a city or town, or a junior college district that establishes a 
tax limitaƟ on under this subsecƟ on must comply with a law providing for the 
transfer of the limitaƟ on, even if the legislature enacts the law subsequent to 
the county’s, the city’s or town’s, or the junior college district’s establishment 
of the limitaƟ on. Taxes otherwise limited by a county, a city or town, or a junior 
college district under this subsecƟ on may be increased to the extent the value of 
the homestead is increased by improvements other than repairs and other than 
improvements made to comply with governmental requirements and except as 
may be consistent with the transfer of a tax limitaƟ on under a law authorized 
by this subsecƟ on. The governing body of a county, a city or town, or a junior 
college district may not repeal or rescind a tax limitaƟ on established under this 
subsecƟ on.

(i) The legislature by general law may exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on all or 
part of the market value of the residence homestead of a disabled veteran who 
is cerƟ fi ed as having a service-connected disability with a disability raƟ ng of 100 
percent or totally disabled and may provide addiƟ onal eligibility requirements 
for the exempƟ on. For purposes of this subsecƟ on, “disabled veteran” means a 
disabled veteran as described by SecƟ on 2(b) of this arƟ cle.

(j) The legislature by general law may provide that the surviving spouse of a 
disabled veteran who qualifi ed for an exempƟ on in accordance with SubsecƟ on 
(i) or (l) of this secƟ on from ad valorem taxaƟ on of all or part of the market value 
of the disabled veteran’s residence homestead when the disabled veteran died 
is enƟ tled to an exempƟ on from ad valorem taxaƟ on of the same porƟ on of the 
market value of the same property to which the disabled veteran’s exempƟ on 
applied if:

(1) the surviving spouse has not remarried since the death of the disabled 
veteran; and

(2) the property:
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(A) was the residence homestead of the surviving spouse when the disabled 
veteran died; and

(B) remains the residence homestead of the surviving spouse.
(k) The legislature by general law may provide that if a surviving spouse 

who qualifi es for an exempƟ on in accordance with SubsecƟ on (j) of this secƟ on 
subsequently qualifi es a diff erent property as the surviving spouse’s residence 
homestead, the surviving spouse is enƟ tled to an exempƟ on from ad valorem 
taxaƟ on of the subsequently qualifi ed homestead in an amount equal to the dollar 
amount of the exempƟ on from ad valorem taxaƟ on of the former homestead 
in accordance with SubsecƟ on (j) of this secƟ on in the last year in which the 
surviving spouse received an exempƟ on in accordance with that subsecƟ on for 
that homestead if the surviving spouse has not remarried since the death of the 
disabled veteran.

(l) (Proposed by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., H.J.R. 62.)  The legislature by 
general law may provide that the surviving spouse of a member of the armed 
services of the United States who is killed in acƟ on is enƟ tled to an exempƟ on 
from ad valorem taxaƟ on of all or part of the market value of the surviving 
spouse’s residence homestead if the surviving spouse has not remarried since 
the death of the member of the armed services.

(l) (Proposed  by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., H.J.R. 24.)  The legislature 
by general law may provide that a parƟ ally disabled veteran is enƟ tled to an 
exempƟ on from ad valorem taxaƟ on of a percentage of the market value of 
the disabled veteran’s residence homestead that is equal to the percentage of 
disability of the disabled veteran if the residence homestead was donated to the 
disabled veteran by a charitable organizaƟ on at no cost to the disabled veteran.  
The legislature by general law may provide addiƟ onal eligibility requirements 
for the exempƟ on.  For purposes of this subsecƟ on, “parƟ ally disabled veteran” 
means a disabled veteran as described by SecƟ on 2(b) of this arƟ cle who is 
cerƟ fi ed as having a disability raƟ ng of less than 100 percent.  A limitaƟ on or 
restricƟ on on a disabled veteran’s enƟ tlement to an exempƟ on under SecƟ on 
2(b) of this arƟ cle, or on the amount of an exempƟ on under SecƟ on 2(b), does 
not apply to an exempƟ on under this subsecƟ on.

(m) The legislature by general law may provide that a surviving spouse who 
qualifi es for and receives an exempƟ on in accordance with SubsecƟ on (l) of this 
secƟ on and who subsequently qualifi es a diff erent property as the surviving 
spouse’s residence homestead is enƟ tled to an exempƟ on from ad valorem 
taxaƟ on of the subsequently qualifi ed homestead in an amount equal to the 
dollar amount of the exempƟ on from ad valorem taxaƟ on of the fi rst homestead 
for which the exempƟ on was received in accordance with SubsecƟ on (l) of this 
secƟ on in the last year in which the surviving spouse received the exempƟ on in 
accordance with that subsecƟ on for that homestead if the surviving spouse has 
not remarried since the death of the member of the armed services.  (Added 
Nov. 2, 1948; Subsec. (b) added Nov. 7, 1972; Subsecs. (a) and (b) amended 
Nov. 6, 1973; Subsec. (b) amended and (c) and (d) added Nov. 7, 1978; Subsecs. 
(e) and (e-1) added Nov. 3, 1981; Subsec. (e-1) expired Jan. 2, 1982; Subsec. (d) 
amended Nov. 3, 1987; Subsecs. (b) and (e) amended Aug. 10, 1991; Subsec. 



Art. 8 Sec. 1-b-1

121

(f) added Nov. 7, 1995; Subsecs. (c) and (d) amended Aug. 9, 1997; Subsec. (g) 
added Nov. 4, 1997; Subsec. (b) amended Nov. 2, 1999; Subsec. (d) amended and 
(h) added Sept. 13, 2003; Subsec. (d-1) added May 12, 2007; Subsec. (i) added 
Nov. 6, 2007; Subsecs. (j) and (k) added Nov. 8, 2011; Subsec. (j) amended and 
(l) (both versions) and (m) added Nov. 5, 2013.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions 
for Sec. 1-b: see Appendix, Notes 1 and 5.)

Sec. 1-b-1. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for 
Sec. 1-b-1: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 1-c. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
1-c: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 1-d. ASSESSMENT OF LANDS DESIGNATED FOR AGRICULTURAL 
USE. (a) All land owned by natural persons which is designated for agricultural 
use in accordance with the provisions of this SecƟ on shall be assessed for all tax 
purposes on the consideraƟ on of only those factors relaƟ ve to such agricultural 
use. “Agricultural use” means the raising of livestock or growing of crops, fruit, 
fl owers, and other products of the soil under natural condiƟ ons as a business 
venture for profi t, which business is the primary occupaƟ on and source of income 
of the owner.

(b) For each assessment year the owner wishes to qualify his land under 
provisions of this SecƟ on as designated for agricultural use he shall fi le with the 
local tax assessor a sworn statement in wriƟ ng describing the use to which the 
land is devoted.

(c) Upon receipt of the sworn statement in wriƟ ng the local tax assessor shall 
determine whether or not such land qualifi es for the designaƟ on as to agricultural 
use as defi ned herein and in the event it so qualifi es he shall designate such land 
as being for agricultural use and assess the land accordingly.

(d) Such local tax assessor may inspect the land and require such evidence of 
use and source of income as may be necessary or useful in determining whether 
or not the agricultural use provision of this arƟ cle applies.

(e) No land may qualify for the designaƟ on provided for in this Act unless for 
at least three (3) successive years immediately preceding the assessment date 
the land has been devoted exclusively for agricultural use, or unless the land has 
been conƟ nuously developed for agriculture during such Ɵ me.

(f) Each year during which the land is designated for agricultural use, the local 
tax assessor shall note on his records the valuaƟ on which would have been made 
had the land not qualifi ed for such designaƟ on under this SecƟ on. If designated 
land is subsequently diverted to a purpose other than that of agricultural use, or 
is sold, the land shall be subject to an addiƟ onal tax. The addiƟ onal tax shall equal 
the diff erence between taxes paid or payable, hereunder, and the amount of tax 
payable for the preceding three years had the land been otherwise assessed. 
UnƟ l paid there shall be a lien for addiƟ onal taxes and interest on land assessed 
under the provisions of this SecƟ on.

(g) The valuaƟ on and assessment of any minerals or subsurface rights to 
minerals shall not come within the provisions of this SecƟ on. (Added Nov. 8, 1966.)
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Sec. 1-d-1. TAXATION OF CERTAIN OPENͳSPACE LAND. (a) To promote 
the preservaƟ on of open-space land, the legislature shall provide by general law 
for taxaƟ on of open-space land devoted to farm, ranch, or wildlife management 
purposes on the basis of its producƟ ve capacity and may provide by general 
law for taxaƟ on of open-space land devoted to Ɵ mber producƟ on on the basis 
of its producƟ ve capacity. The legislature by general law may provide eligibility 
limitaƟ ons under this secƟ on and may impose sancƟ ons in furtherance of the 
taxaƟ on policy of this secƟ on.

(b) If a property owner qualifi es his land for designaƟ on for agricultural use 
under SecƟ on 1-d of this arƟ cle, the land is subject to the provisions of SecƟ on 
1-d for the year in which the designaƟ on is eff ecƟ ve and is not subject to a law 
enacted under this SecƟ on 1-d-1 in that year. (Added Nov. 7, 1978; Subsec. (a) 
amended Nov. 7, 1995.)

Sec. 1-e. ABOLITION OF STATE AD VALOREM TAXES. No State ad valorem 
taxes shall be levied upon any property within this State. (Added Nov. 5, 1968; 
amended Nov. 2, 1982, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for 
Sec. 1-e: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 1-f. CULTURAL, HISTORICAL, OR NATURAL HISTORY PRESERVATION; 
AD VALOREM TAX RELIEF. The legislature by law may provide for the 
preservaƟ on of cultural, historical, or natural history resources by:

(1) granƟ ng exempƟ ons or other relief from state ad valorem taxes on 
appropriate property so designated in the manner prescribed by law; and

(2) authorizing poliƟ cal subdivisions to grant exempƟ ons or other relief 
from ad valorem taxes on appropriate property so designated by the poliƟ cal 
subdivision in the manner prescribed by general law. (Added Nov. 8, 1977.)

Sec. 1-g. DEVELOPMENT OR REDEVELOPMENT OF PROPERTY; AD 
VALOREM TAX RELIEF AND ISSUANCE OF BONDS AND NOTES. (a) The 
legislature by general law may authorize ciƟ es, towns, and other taxing units 
to grant exempƟ ons or other relief from ad valorem taxes on property located 
in a reinvestment zone for the purpose of encouraging development or 
redevelopment and improvement of the property.

(b) The legislature by general law may authorize an incorporated city or 
town to issue bonds or notes to fi nance the development or redevelopment of 
an unproducƟ ve, underdeveloped, or blighted area within the city or town and 
to pledge for repayment of those bonds or notes increases in ad valorem tax 
revenues imposed on property in the area by the city or town and other poliƟ cal 
subdivisions. (Added Nov. 3, 1981.)

Sec. 1-h. VALIDATION OF ASSESSMENT RATIO. SecƟ on 26.03, Tax Code, 
is validated as of January 1, 1980. (Added Nov. 2, 1982.)

Sec. 1-i. MOBILE MARINE DRILLING EQUIPMENT; AD VALOREM TAX 
RELIEF. The legislature by general law may provide ad valorem tax relief for 
mobile marine drilling equipment designed for off shore drilling of oil or gas 
wells that is being stored while not in use in a county bordering on the Gulf of 
Mexico or on a bay or other body of water immediately adjacent to the Gulf of 
Mexico. (Added Nov. 3, 1987.)
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Sec. 1-j. CERTAIN TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY EXEMPT FROM AD 
VALOREM TAXATION. (a) To promote economic development in the State, 
goods, wares, merchandise, other tangible personal property, and ores, other 
than oil, natural gas, and other petroleum products, are exempt from ad valorem 
taxaƟ on by a poliƟ cal subdivision of this State if:

(1) the property is acquired in or imported into this State to be forwarded 
outside this State, whether or not the intenƟ on to forward the property outside 
this State is formed or the desƟ naƟ on to which the property is forwarded is 
specifi ed when the property is acquired in or imported into this State;

(2) the property is detained in this State for assembling, storing, 
manufacturing, processing, or fabricaƟ ng purposes by the person who acquired 
or imported the property; and

(3) the property is transported outside of this State not later than:

(A) 175 days aŌ er the date the person acquired or imported the property 
in this State; or

(B) if applicable, a later date established by the governing body of the 
poliƟ cal subdivision under SubsecƟ on (d) of this secƟ on.

(b) The governing body of a county, common, or independent school district, 
junior college district, or municipality that, acƟ ng under previous consƟ tuƟ onal 
authority, taxes property otherwise exempt by SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on may 
subsequently exempt the property from taxaƟ on by rescinding its acƟ on to tax 
the property. The exempƟ on applies to each tax year that begins aŌ er the date 
the acƟ on is taken and applies to the tax year in which the acƟ on is taken if the 
governing body so provides. A governing body that rescinds its acƟ on to tax the 
property may not take acƟ on to tax such property aŌ er the rescission.

(c) For purposes of this secƟ on:
(1) tangible personal property shall include aircraŌ  and aircraŌ  parts;
(2) property imported into this State shall include property brought into 

this State;
(3) property forwarded outside this State shall include property transported 

outside this State or to be affi  xed to an aircraŌ  to be transported outside this 
State; and

(4) property detained in this State for assembling, storing, manufacturing, 
processing, or fabricaƟ ng purposes shall include property, aircraŌ , or aircraŌ  
parts brought into this State or acquired in this State and used by the person who 
acquired the property, aircraŌ , or aircraŌ  parts in or who brought the property, 
aircraŌ , or aircraŌ  parts into this State for the purpose of repair or maintenance 
of aircraŌ  operated by a cerƟ fi cated air carrier.

(d) The governing body of a poliƟ cal subdivision, in the manner provided 
by law for offi  cial acƟ on, may extend the date by which aircraŌ  parts exempted 
from ad valorem taxaƟ on under this secƟ on must be transported outside the 
State to a date not later than the 730th day aŌ er the date the person acquired or 
imported the aircraŌ  parts in this State. An extension adopted by offi  cial acƟ on 
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under this subsecƟ on applies only to the exempƟ on from ad valorem taxaƟ on by 
the poliƟ cal subdivision adopƟ ng the extension. The legislature by general law 
may provide the manner by which the governing body may extend the period of 
Ɵ me as authorized by this subsecƟ on. (Added Nov. 7, 1989; Subsec. (b) amended 
Nov. 2, 1999; Subsec. (a) amended and (d) added Nov. 5, 2013.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 1-j: see Appendix, Notes 1 and 6.)

Sec.  1-k.  NONPROFIT CORPORATIONS SUPPLYING WATER OR 
PROVIDING WASTEWATER SERVICES; EXEMPTION OF PROPERTY FROM 
AD VALOREM TAXATION. The legislature by general law may exempt from 
ad valorem taxaƟ on property owned by a nonprofi t corporaƟ on organized to 
supply water or provide wastewater service that provides in the bylaws of the 
corporaƟ on that on dissoluƟ on of the corporaƟ on, the assets of the corporaƟ on 
remaining aŌ er discharge of the corporaƟ on’s indebtedness shall be transferred 
to an enƟ ty that provides a water supply or wastewater service, or both, that is 
exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on, if the property is reasonably necessary for and 
used in the acquisiƟ on, treatment, storage, transportaƟ on, sale, or distribuƟ on 
of water or the provision of wastewater service. (Added Nov. 5, 1991.)

Sec. 1-l. PROPERTY USED FOR CONTROL OF AIR, WATER, OR LAND 
POLLUTION; EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION. (a) The legislature 
by general law may exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on all or part of real and 
personal property used, constructed, acquired, or installed wholly or partly to 
meet or exceed rules or regulaƟ ons adopted by any environmental protecƟ on 
agency of the United States, this state, or a poliƟ cal subdivision of this state for 
the prevenƟ on, monitoring, control, or reducƟ on of air, water, or land polluƟ on.

(b) This secƟ on applies to real and personal property used as a facility, 
device, or method for the control of air, water, or land polluƟ on that would 
otherwise be taxable for the fi rst Ɵ me on or aŌ er January 1, 1994.

(c) This secƟ on does not authorize the exempƟ on from ad valorem taxaƟ on 
of real or personal property that was subject to a tax abatement agreement 
executed before January 1, 1994. (Added Nov. 2, 1993.)

Sec. 1-m. PROPERTY ON WHICH WATER CONSERVATION INITIATIVE HAS 
BEEN IMPLEMENTED; EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION. The 
legislature by general law may authorize a taxing unit to grant an exempƟ on or 
other relief from ad valorem taxes on property on which a water conservaƟ on 
iniƟ aƟ ve has been implemented. (Added Nov. 4, 1997.)

Sec. 1-n. AUTHORIZATION TO EXEMPT FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION 
RAW COCOA AND GREEN COFFEE. (Proposed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., R.S., 
S.J.R. 47.) (a) The legislature by general law may exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on 
raw cocoa and green coff ee that is held in Harris County.

(b) The legislature may impose addiƟ onal requirements for qualifi caƟ on for 
an exempƟ on under this secƟ on. (Added Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 1-n. AUTHORIZATION TO EXEMPT FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION 
TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY. (Proposed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., R.S., 
S.J.R. 6.) (a) To promote economic development in this state, the legislature by 
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general law may exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on goods, wares, merchandise, 
other tangible personal property, and ores, other than oil, natural gas, and other 
petroleum products, if:

(1) the property is acquired in or imported into this state to be forwarded to 
another locaƟ on in this state or outside this state, whether or not the intenƟ on 
to forward the property to another locaƟ on in this state or outside this state is 
formed or the desƟ naƟ on to which the property is forwarded is specifi ed when 
the property is acquired in or imported into this state;

(2) the property is detained at a locaƟ on in this state that is not owned or 
under the control of the property owner for assembling, storing, manufacturing, 
processing, or fabricaƟ ng purposes by the person who acquired or imported the 
property; and

(3) the property is transported to another locaƟ on in this state or outside 
this state not later than 270 days aŌ er the date the person acquired the property 
in or imported the property into this state.

(b) For purposes of this secƟ on:
(1) tangible personal property includes aircraŌ  and aircraŌ  parts;
(2) property imported into this state includes property brought into this 

state;
(3) property forwarded to another locaƟ on in this state or outside this state 

includes property transported to another locaƟ on in this state or outside this 
state or to be affi  xed to an aircraŌ  to be transported to another locaƟ on in this 
state or outside this state; and

(4) property detained at a locaƟ on in this state for assembling, storing, 
manufacturing, processing, or fabricaƟ ng purposes includes property, aircraŌ , 
or aircraŌ  parts brought into this state or acquired in this state and used by the 
person who acquired the property, aircraŌ , or aircraŌ  parts in this state or who 
brought the property, aircraŌ , or aircraŌ  parts into this state for the purpose of 
repair or maintenance of aircraŌ  operated by a cerƟ fi cated air carrier.

(c) A property owner who is eligible to receive the exempƟ on authorized 
by SecƟ on 1-j of this arƟ cle may apply for the exempƟ on authorized by the 
legislature under this secƟ on in the manner provided by general law, subject to 
the provisions of SubsecƟ on (d) of this secƟ on. A property owner who receives 
the exempƟ on authorized by the legislature under this secƟ on is not enƟ tled 
to receive the exempƟ on authorized by SecƟ on 1-j of this arƟ cle for the same 
property.

(d) The governing body of a poliƟ cal subdivision that imposes ad valorem 
taxes may provide for the taxaƟ on of property exempt under a law adopted 
under SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on and not exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on 
by any other law. Before acƟ ng to tax the exempt property, the governing body 
of the poliƟ cal subdivision must conduct a public hearing at which members of 
the public are permiƩ ed to speak for or against the taxaƟ on of the property.

(e) (Expired.) (Added Nov. 6, 2001; Subsec. (e) expired Jan. 1, 2003.)
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Sec. 1-o. RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; LIMITATION ON AD 
VALOREM TAX INCREASE. To aid in the eliminaƟ on of slum and blighted 
condiƟ ons in less populated communiƟ es in this state, to promote rural economic 
development in this state, and to improve the economy of this state, the 
legislature by general law may authorize the governing body of a municipality 
having a populaƟ on of less than 10,000, in the manner required by law, to call 
an elecƟ on to permit the voters to determine by majority vote whether to 
authorize the governing body of the municipality to enter into an agreement 
with an owner of real property that is located in or adjacent to a designated area 
of the municipality that has been approved for funding under the Downtown 
RevitalizaƟ on Program or the Main Street Improvements Program administered 
by the Department of Agriculture, or a successor program administered by that 
agency, under which the parƟ es agree that the ad valorem taxes imposed by 
any poliƟ cal subdivision on the owner’s real property may not be increased for 
the fi rst fi ve tax years aŌ er the tax year in which the agreement is entered into, 
subject to the terms and condiƟ ons provided by the agreement. A general law 
enacted under this secƟ on must provide that, if authorized by the voters, an 
agreement to limit ad valorem tax increases authorized by this secƟ on:

(1) must be entered into by the governing body of the municipality and a 
property owner before December 31 of the tax year in which the elecƟ on was 
held;

(2) takes eff ect as to a parcel of real property on January 1 of the tax year 
following the tax year in which the governing body and the property owner enter 
into the agreement;

(3) applies to ad valorem taxes imposed by any poliƟ cal subdivision on the 
real property covered by the agreement; and

(4) expires on the earlier of:
(A) January 1 of the sixth tax year following the tax year in which the 

governing body and the property owner enter into the agreement; or
(B) January 1 of the fi rst tax year in which the owner of the property when 

the agreement was entered into ceases to own the property. (Added Nov. 6, 
2007.) 

Sec. 2. OCCUPATION TAXES; EQUALITY AND UNIFORMITY; EXEMPTIONS 
FROM TAXATION. (a) All occupaƟ on taxes shall be equal and uniform upon 
the same class of subjects within the limits of the authority levying the tax; 
but the legislature may, by general laws, exempt from taxaƟ on public property 
used for public purposes; actual places of religious worship, also any property 
owned by a church or by a strictly religious society for the exclusive use as a 
dwelling place for the ministry of such church or religious society, and which 
yields no revenue whatever to such church or religious society; provided that 
such exempƟ on shall not extend to more property than is reasonably necessary 
for a dwelling place and in no event more than one acre of land; any property 
owned by a church or by a strictly religious society that owns an actual place of 
religious worship if the property is owned for the purpose of expansion of the 
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place of religious worship or construcƟ on of a new place of religious worship 
and the property yields no revenue whatever to the church or religious society, 
provided that the legislature by general law may provide eligibility limitaƟ ons for 
the exempƟ on and may impose sancƟ ons related to the exempƟ on in furtherance 
of the taxaƟ on policy of this subsecƟ on; any property that is owned by a church 
or by a strictly religious society and is leased by that church or strictly religious 
society to a person for use as a school, as defi ned by SecƟ on 11.21, Tax Code, 
or a successor statute, for educaƟ onal purposes; places of burial not held for 
private or corporate profi t; solar or wind-powered energy devices; all buildings 
used exclusively and owned by persons or associaƟ ons of persons for school 
purposes and the necessary furniture of all schools and property used exclusively 
and reasonably necessary in conducƟ ng any associaƟ on engaged in promoƟ ng 
the religious, educaƟ onal and physical development of boys, girls, young men or 
young women operaƟ ng under a State or NaƟ onal organizaƟ on of like character; 
also the endowment funds of such insƟ tuƟ ons of learning and religion not used 
with a view to profi t; and when the same are invested in bonds or mortgages, 
or in land or other property which has been and shall hereaŌ er be bought in by 
such insƟ tuƟ ons under foreclosure sales made to saƟ sfy or protect such bonds 
or mortgages, that such exempƟ on of such land and property shall conƟ nue only 
for two years aŌ er the purchase of the same at such sale by such insƟ tuƟ ons 
and no longer, and insƟ tuƟ ons engaged primarily in public charitable funcƟ ons, 
which may conduct auxiliary acƟ viƟ es to support those charitable funcƟ ons; and 
all laws exempƟ ng property from taxaƟ on other than the property menƟ oned 
in this SecƟ on shall be null and void.

(b) The Legislature may, by general law, exempt property owned by a 
disabled veteran or by the surviving spouse and surviving minor children of a 
disabled veteran. A disabled veteran is a veteran of the armed services of the 
United States who is classifi ed as disabled by the Veterans’ AdministraƟ on or by 
a successor to that agency or by the military service in which the veteran served. 
A veteran who is cerƟ fi ed as having a disability of less than 10 percent is not 
enƟ tled to an exempƟ on. A veteran having a disability raƟ ng of not less than 10 
percent but less than 30 percent may be granted an exempƟ on from taxaƟ on 
for property valued at up to $5,000. A veteran having a disability raƟ ng of not 
less than 30 percent but less than 50 percent may be granted an exempƟ on 
from taxaƟ on for property valued at up to $7,500. A veteran having a disability 
raƟ ng of not less than 50 percent but less than 70 percent may be granted an 
exempƟ on from taxaƟ on for property valued at up to $10,000. A veteran who 
has a disability raƟ ng of 70 percent or more, or a veteran who has a disability 
raƟ ng of not less than 10 percent and has aƩ ained the age of 65, or a disabled 
veteran whose disability consists of the loss or loss of use of one or more limbs, 
total blindness in one or both eyes, or paraplegia, may be granted an exempƟ on 
from taxaƟ on for property valued at up to $12,000. The spouse and children of 
any member of the United States Armed Forces who dies while on acƟ ve duty 
may be granted an exempƟ on from taxaƟ on for property valued at up to $5,000. 
A deceased disabled veteran’s surviving spouse and children may be granted an 
exempƟ on which in the aggregate is equal to the exempƟ on to which the veteran 
was enƟ tled when the veteran died.
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(c) The Legislature by general law may exempt from ad valorem taxaƟ on 
property that is owned by a nonprofi t organizaƟ on composed primarily of 
members or former members of the armed forces of the United States or its 
allies and chartered or incorporated by the United States Congress.

(d) Unless otherwise provided by general law enacted aŌ er January 1, 1995, 
the amounts of the exempƟ ons from ad valorem taxaƟ on to which a person is 
enƟ tled under SecƟ on 11.22, Tax Code, for a tax year that begins on or aŌ er the 
date this subsecƟ on takes eff ect are the maximum amounts permiƩ ed under 
SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on instead of the amounts specifi ed by SecƟ on 11.22, 
Tax Code. This subsecƟ on may be repealed by the Legislature by general law. 
(Amended Nov. 6, 1906, and Nov. 6, 1928; Subsec. (a) amended and (b) added 
Nov. 7, 1972; Subsec. (a) amended Nov. 7, 1978; Subsec. (c) added Nov. 7, 1989; 
Subsec. (b) amended and (d) added Nov. 7, 1995; Subsec. (a) amended Nov. 2, 
1999, and Sept. 13, 2003; Subsec. (b) amended Nov. 6, 2007.)

Sec. 3. GENERAL LAWS; PUBLIC PURPOSES. Taxes shall be levied and 
collected by general laws and for public purposes only.

Sec. 4. SURRENDER OR SUSPENSION OF TAXING POWER. The power to 
tax corporaƟ ons and corporate property shall not be surrendered or suspended by 
act of the Legislature, by any contract or grant to which the State shall be a party.

Sec. 5. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 5: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 6. WITHDRAWAL OF MONEY FROM TREASURY; DURATION OF 
APPROPRIATION. No money shall be drawn from the Treasury but in pursuance 
of specifi c appropriaƟ ons made by law; nor shall any appropriaƟ on of money be 
made for a longer term than two years. (Amended Nov. 2, 1999.)  (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 6: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 7. BORROWING, WITHHOLDING, OR DIVERTING SPECIAL FUNDS. 
The Legislature shall not have power to borrow, or in any manner divert from its 
purpose, any special fund that may, or ought to, come into the Treasury; and shall 
make it penal for any person or persons to borrow, withhold or in any manner 
to divert from its purpose any special fund, or any part thereof.

Sec. 7-a. REVENUES FROM MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION FEES AND TAXES 
ON MOTOR FUELS AND LUBRICANTS; PURPOSES FOR WHICH USED. Subject to 
legislaƟ ve appropriaƟ on, allocaƟ on and direcƟ on, all net revenues remaining 
aŌ er payment of all refunds allowed by law and expenses of collecƟ on derived 
from motor vehicle registraƟ on fees, and all taxes, except gross producƟ on and ad 
valorem taxes, on motor fuels and lubricants used to propel motor vehicles over 
public roadways, shall be used for the sole purpose of acquiring rights-of-way, 
constructing, maintaining, and policing such public roadways, and for the 
administraƟ on of such laws as may be prescribed by the Legislature pertaining 
to the supervision of traffi  c and safety on such roads; and for the payment of 
the principal and interest on county and road district bonds or warrants voted or 
issued prior to January 2, 1939, and declared eligible prior to January 2, 1945, for 
payment out of the County and Road District Highway Fund under exisƟ ng law; 
provided, however, that one-fourth (1/4) of such net revenue from the motor 
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fuel tax shall be allocated to the Available School Fund; and, provided, however, 
that the net revenue derived by counƟ es from motor vehicle registraƟ on fees 
shall never be less than the maximum amounts allowed to be retained by each 
County and the percentage allowed to be retained by each County under the 
laws in eff ect on January 1, 1945. Nothing contained herein shall be construed 
as authorizing the pledging of the State’s credit for any purpose. (Added Nov. 
5, 1946.)

Sec. 7-b. REVENUES FROM FEDERAL REIMBURSEMENT; PURPOSES 
FOR WHICH USED. All revenues received from the federal government as 
reimbursement for state expenditures of funds that are themselves dedicated 
for acquiring rights-of-way and construcƟ ng, maintaining, and policing public 
roadways are also consƟ tuƟ onally dedicated and shall be used only for those 
purposes. (Added Nov. 8, 1988.)

Sec. 8. RAILROAD COMPANIES; ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF 
TAXES. All property of railroad companies shall be assessed, and the taxes 
collected in the several counƟ es in which said property is situated, including so 
much of the roadbed and fi xtures as shall be in each county. The rolling stock 
may be assessed in gross in the county where the principal offi  ce of the company 
is located, and the county tax paid upon it shall be apporƟ oned as provided by 
general law in proporƟ on to the distance such road may run through any such 
county, among the several counƟ es through which the road passes, as a part of 
their tax assets. (Amended Nov. 4, 1986.)

Sec. 9. MAXIMUM STATE TAX; COUNTY, CITY, AND TOWN LEVIES; 
COUNTY FUNDS; LOCAL ROAD LAWS. (a) No county, city or town shall levy 
a tax rate in excess of Eighty Cents ($ .80) on the One Hundred Dollars ($100) 
valuaƟ on in any one (1) year for general fund, permanent improvement fund, 
road and bridge fund and jury fund purposes.

(b) At the Ɵ me the Commissioners Court meets to levy the annual tax rate 
for each county it shall levy whatever tax rate may be needed for the four (4) 
consƟ tuƟ onal purposes; namely, general fund, permanent improvement fund, 
road and bridge fund and jury fund so long as the Court does not impair any 
outstanding bonds or other obligaƟ ons and so long as the total of the foregoing 
tax levies does not exceed Eighty Cents ($ .80) on the One Hundred Dollars ($100) 
valuaƟ on in any one (1) year. Once the Court has levied the annual tax rate, the 
same shall remain in force and eff ect during that taxable year.

(c) The Legislature may authorize an addiƟ onal annual ad valorem tax to be 
levied and collected for the further maintenance of the public roads; provided, 
that a majority of the qualifi ed voters of the county voƟ ng at an elecƟ on to be 
held for that purpose shall approve the tax, not to exceed FiŌ een Cents ($ .15) 
on the One Hundred Dollars ($100) valuaƟ on of the property subject to taxaƟ on 
in such county.

(d) Any county may put all tax money collected by the county into one 
general fund, without regard to the purpose or source of each tax.

(e) The Legislature may pass local laws for the maintenance of the public 
roads and highways, without the local noƟ ce required for special or local laws.
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(f) This SecƟ on shall not be construed as a limitaƟ on of powers delegated 
to counƟ es, ciƟ es or towns by any other SecƟ on or SecƟ ons of this ConsƟ tuƟ on. 
(Amended Aug. 14, 1883, Nov. 4, 1890, Nov. 6, 1906, Nov. 7, 1944, Nov. 6, 1956, 
Nov. 11, 1967, and Nov. 2, 1999.)  (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 9: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 10. RELEASE FROM PAYMENT OF TAXES. The Legislature shall have 
no power to release the inhabitants of, or property in, any county, city or town 
from the payment of taxes levied for State or county purposes, unless in case of 
great public calamity in any such county, city or town, when such release may 
be made by a vote of two-thirds of each House of the Legislature.

Sec. 11. PLACE OF ASSESSMENT; VALUE OF PROPERTY NOT RENDERED 
BY OWNER. All property, whether owned by persons or corporaƟ ons shall be 
assessed for taxaƟ on, and the taxes paid in the county where situated, but 
the Legislature may, by a two-thirds vote, authorize the payment of taxes of 
non-residents of counƟ es to be made at the offi  ce of the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts. And all lands and other property not rendered for taxaƟ on by the 
owner thereof shall be assessed at its fair value by the proper offi  cer.

Sec. 12. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 13. SALES OF LANDS AND OTHER PROPERTY FOR TAXES; 

REDEMPTION. (a) Provision shall be made by the Legislature for the sale of a 
suffi  cient porƟ on of all lands and other property for the taxes due thereon that 
have not been paid.

(b) The deed of conveyance to the purchaser for all lands and other property 
thus sold shall be held to vest a good and perfect Ɵ tle in the purchaser thereof, 
subject only to redempƟ on as provided by this secƟ on or impeachment for 
actual fraud.

(c) The former owner of a residence homestead, land designated for 
agricultural use, or a mineral interest sold for unpaid taxes shall within two 
years from date of the fi ling for record of the Purchaser’s Deed have the right 
to redeem the property on the following basis:

(1) Within the fi rst year of the redempƟ on period, upon the payment of the 
amount of money paid for the property, including the Tax Deed Recording Fee 
and all taxes, penalƟ es, interest, and costs paid plus an amount not exceeding 
25 percent of the aggregate total; and

(2) Within the last year of the redempƟ on period, upon the payment of the 
amount of money paid for the property, including the Tax Deed Recording Fee 
and all taxes, penalƟ es, interest, and costs paid plus an amount not exceeding 
50 percent of the aggregate total.

(d) If the residence homestead or land designated for agricultural use is sold 
pursuant to a suit to enforce the collecƟ on of the unpaid taxes, the Legislature 
may limit the applicaƟ on of SubsecƟ on (c) of this secƟ on to property used 
as a residence homestead when the suit was fi led and to land designated for 
agricultural use when the suit was fi led.



Art. 8 Sec. 14

131

(e) The former owner of real property not covered by SubsecƟ on (c) of 
this secƟ on sold for unpaid taxes shall within six months from the date of fi ling 
for record of the Purchaser’s Deed have the right to redeem the property upon 
the payment of the amount of money paid for the property, including the Tax 
Deed Recording Fee and all taxes, penalƟ es, interest, and costs paid plus an 
amount not exceeding 25 percent of the aggregate total. (Amended Nov. 8, 1932; 
Subsecs. (a)-(c) amended and (d) and (e) added Nov. 2, 1993; Subsecs. (c) and 
(d) amended Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 14. ASSESSOR AND COLLECTOR OF TAXES. (a) The qualifi ed voters 
of each county shall elect an assessor-collector of taxes for the county, except 
as otherwise provided by this secƟ on.

(b) In any county having a populaƟ on of less than 10,000 inhabitants, 
as determined by the most recent decennial census of the United States, the 
sheriff  of the county, in addiƟ on to that offi  cer’s other duƟ es, shall be the 
assessor-collector of taxes, except that the commissioners court of such a county 
may submit to the qualifi ed voters of the county at an elecƟ on the quesƟ on of 
elecƟ ng an assessor-collector of taxes as a county offi  cer separate from the offi  ce 
of sheriff . If a majority of the voters voƟ ng in such an elecƟ on approve of elecƟ ng 
an assessor-collector of taxes for the county, then such offi  cial shall be elected 
at the next general elecƟ on for the consƟ tuƟ onal term of offi  ce as is provided 
for other tax assessor-collectors in this state.

(c) An assessor-collector of taxes shall hold offi  ce for four years; and shall 
perform all the duties with respect to assessing property for the purpose 
of taxaƟ on and of collecƟ ng taxes, as may be prescribed by the Legislature. 
(Amended Nov. 8, 1932, Nov. 2, 1954, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on 
provision for Sec. 14: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 15. LIEN OF ASSESSMENT; SEIZURE AND SALE OF PROPERTY. The 
annual assessment made upon landed property shall be a special lien thereon; 
and all property, both real and personal, belonging to any delinquent taxpayer 
shall be liable to seizure and sale for the payment of all the taxes and penalƟ es 
due by such delinquent; and such property may be sold for the payment of 
the taxes and penalƟ es due by such delinquent, under such regulaƟ ons as the 
Legislature may provide.

Sec. 16. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 
16: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 16a. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
16a: see Appendix, Notes 1 and 3.)

Sec.  17.  S P EC I F I C AT I O N O F S U B J EC T S N OT L I M I TAT I O N O F 
LEGISLATURE’S POWER. The specification of the objects and subjects of 
taxaƟ on shall not deprive the Legislature of the power to require other subjects 
or objects to be taxed in such manner as may be consistent with the principles 
of taxaƟ on fi xed in this ConsƟ tuƟ on.

Sec. 18. EQUALIZATION OF VALUATIONS; SINGLE APPRAISAL AND SINGLE 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION. (a) The Legislature shall provide for equalizing, as 
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near as may be, the valuaƟ on of all property subject to or rendered for taxaƟ on, 
and may also provide for the classifi caƟ on of all lands with reference to their 
value in the several counƟ es.

(b) A single appraisal within each county of all property subject to ad valorem 
taxaƟ on by the county and all other taxing units located therein shall be provided 
by general law. The Legislature, by general law, may authorize appraisals outside 
a county when poliƟ cal subdivisions are situated in more than one county or 
when two or more counƟ es elect to consolidate appraisal services.

(c) The Legislature, by general law, shall provide for a single board of 
equalizaƟ on for each appraisal enƟ ty consisƟ ng of qualifi ed persons residing 
within the territory appraised by that enƟ ty. The Legislature, by general law, 
may authorize a single board of equalizaƟ on for two or more adjoining appraisal 
enƟ Ɵ es that elect to provide for consolidated equalizaƟ ons. Members of a board 
of equalizaƟ on may not be elected offi  cials of a county or of the governing body 
of a taxing unit.

(d) The Legislature shall prescribe by general law the methods, Ɵ ming, 
and administraƟ ve process for implemenƟ ng the requirements of this secƟ on. 
(Amended Nov. 4, 1980; Subsec. (c) amended Nov. 3, 2009.)

Sec. 19. FARM PRODUCTS, LIVESTOCK, POULTRY, AND FAMILY SUPPLIES; 
EXEMPTION. Farm products, livestock, and poultry in the hands of the producer, 
and family supplies for home and farm use, are exempt from all taxaƟ on unƟ l 
otherwise directed by a two-thirds vote of all the members elect to both houses 
of the Legislature. (Added Sept. 2, 1879; amended Nov. 3, 1981.)

Sec. 19a. IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY; EXEMPTION. Implements of 
husbandry that are used in the producƟ on of farm or ranch products are exempt 
from ad valorem taxaƟ on. (Added Nov. 2, 1982.)

Sec. 20. FAIR CASH MARKET VALUE NOT TO BE EXCEEDED; DISCOUNTS 
FOR ADVANCE PAYMENT. No property of any kind in this State shall ever be 
assessed for ad valorem taxes at a greater value than its fair cash market value 
nor shall any Board of EqualizaƟ on of any governmental or poliƟ cal subdivision 
or taxing district within this State fi x the value of any property for tax purposes 
at more than its fair cash market value; provided that in order to encourage the 
prompt payment of taxes, the Legislature shall have the power to provide that 
the taxpayer shall be allowed by the State and all governmental and poliƟ cal 
subdivisions and taxing districts of the State a three per cent (3%) discount on 
ad valorem taxes due the State or due any governmental or poliƟ cal subdivision 
or taxing district of the State if such taxes are paid ninety (90) days before the 
date when they would otherwise become delinquent; and the taxpayer shall be 
allowed a two per cent (2%) discount on said taxes if paid sixty (60) days before 
said taxes would become delinquent; and the taxpayer shall be allowed a one 
per cent (1%) discount if said taxes are paid thirty (30) days before they would 
otherwise become delinquent. The Legislature shall pass necessary laws for the 
proper administraƟ on of this SecƟ on. (Added Aug. 23, 1937; amended Nov. 2, 
1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 20: see Appendix, Note 1.)
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Sec. 21. INCREASE IN TOTAL PROPERTY TAXES; NOTICE AND HEARING; 
CALCULATION. (a) Subject to any excepƟ ons prescribed by general law, the total 
amount of property taxes imposed by a poliƟ cal subdivision in any year may not 
exceed the total amount of property taxes imposed by that subdivision in the 
preceding year unless the governing body of the subdivision gives noƟ ce of its 
intent to consider an increase in taxes and holds a public hearing on the proposed 
increase before it increases those total taxes. The legislature shall prescribe by 
law the form, content, Ɵ ming, and methods of giving the noƟ ce and the rules 
for the conduct of the hearing.

(b) In calculaƟ ng the total amount of taxes imposed in the current year 
for the purposes of SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on, the taxes on property in 
territory added to the poliƟ cal subdivision since the preceding year and on 
new improvements that were not taxable in the preceding year are excluded. 
In calculaƟ ng the total amount of taxes imposed in the preceding year for the 
purposes of SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on, the taxes imposed on real property 
that is not taxable by the subdivision in the current year are excluded.

(c) The legislature by general law shall require that, subject to reasonable 
excepƟ ons, a property owner be given noƟ ce of a revaluaƟ on of his property 
and a reasonable esƟ mate of the amount of taxes that would be imposed on 
his property if the total amount of property taxes for the subdivision were not 
increased according to any law enacted pursuant to SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on. 
The noƟ ce must be given before the procedures required in SubsecƟ on (a) are 
insƟ tuted. (Added Nov. 7, 1978; Subsec. (c) amended Nov. 3, 1981.)

Sec. 22. RESTRICTION ON APPROPRIATIONS. (a) In no biennium shall the 
rate of growth of appropriaƟ ons from state tax revenues not dedicated by this 
consƟ tuƟ on exceed the esƟ mated rate of growth of the state’s economy. The 
legislature shall provide by general law procedures to implement this subsecƟ on.

(b) If the legislature by adopƟ on of a resoluƟ on approved by a record vote 
of a majority of the members of each house fi nds that an emergency exists 
and idenƟ fi es the nature of the emergency, the legislature may provide for 
appropriaƟ ons in excess of the amount authorized by SubsecƟ on (a) of this 
secƟ on. The excess authorized under this subsecƟ on may not exceed the amount 
specifi ed in the resoluƟ on.

(c) In no case shall appropriaƟ ons exceed revenues as provided in ArƟ cle 
III, SecƟ on 49a, of this consƟ tuƟ on. Nothing in this secƟ on shall be construed 
to alter, amend, or repeal ArƟ cle III, SecƟ on 49a, of this consƟ tuƟ on. (Added 
Nov. 7, 1978.)

Sec. 23. APPRAISAL OF PROPERTY; ENFORCEMENT OF STANDARDS. 
(a) There shall be no statewide appraisal of real property for ad valorem tax 
purposes; however, this shall not preclude formula distribuƟ on of tax revenues 
to poliƟ cal subdivisions of the state.

(b) AdministraƟ ve and judicial enforcement of uniform standards and 
procedures for appraisal of property for ad valorem tax purposes shall be 
prescribed by general law. (Added Nov. 7, 1978; Subsec. (b) amended Nov. 3, 
2009.)
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Sec. 24. PERSONAL INCOME TAX; DEDICATION OF PROCEEDS. (a) A 
general law enacted by the legislature that imposes a tax on the net incomes of 
natural persons, including a person’s share of partnership and unincorporated 
associaƟ on income, must provide that the porƟ on of the law imposing the tax 
not take eff ect unƟ l approved by a majority of the registered voters voƟ ng in a 
statewide referendum held on the quesƟ on of imposing the tax. The referendum 
must specify the rate of the tax that will apply to taxable income as defi ned by law.

(b) A general law enacted by the legislature that increases the rate of the 
tax, or changes the tax, in a manner that results in an increase in the combined 
income tax liability of all persons subject to the tax may not take eff ect unƟ l 
approved by a majority of the registered voters voƟ ng in a statewide referendum 
held on the quesƟ on of increasing the income tax. A determinaƟ on of whether a 
bill proposing a change in the tax would increase the combined income tax liability 
of all persons subject to the tax must be made by comparing the provisions of the 
proposed change in law with the provisions of the law for the most recent year 
in which actual tax collecƟ ons have been made. A referendum held under this 
subsecƟ on must specify the manner in which the proposed law would increase 
the combined income tax liability of all persons subject to the tax.

(c) Except as provided by SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on, the legislature 
may amend or repeal a tax approved by the voters under this secƟ on without 
submiƫ  ng the amendment or the repeal to the voters as provided by SubsecƟ on 
(a) of this secƟ on.

(d) If the legislature repeals a tax approved by the voters under this secƟ on, 
the legislature may reenact the tax without submiƫ  ng the reenactment to the 
voters as provided by SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on only if the eff ecƟ ve date of 
the reenactment of the tax is before the fi rst anniversary of the eff ecƟ ve date 
of the repeal.

(e) The legislature may provide for the taxaƟ on of income in a manner which 
is consistent with federal law.

(f) In the fi rst year in which a tax described by SubsecƟ on (a) is imposed 
and during the fi rst year of any increase in the tax that is subject to SubsecƟ on 
(b) of this secƟ on, not less than two-thirds of all net revenues remaining aŌ er 
payment of all refunds allowed by law and expenses of collecƟ on from the tax 
shall be used to reduce the rate of ad valorem maintenance and operaƟ on taxes 
levied for the support of primary and secondary public educaƟ on. In subsequent 
years, not less than two-thirds of all net revenues from the tax shall be used to 
conƟ nue such ad valorem tax relief.

(g) The net revenues remaining aŌ er the dedicaƟ on of money from the 
tax under SubsecƟ on (f) of this secƟ on shall be used for support of educaƟ on, 
subject to legislaƟ ve appropriaƟ on, allocaƟ on, and direcƟ on.

(h) The maximum rate at which a school district may impose ad valorem 
maintenance and operaƟ on taxes is reduced by an amount equal to one cent 
per $100 valuaƟ on for each one cent per $100 valuaƟ on that the school district’s 
ad valorem maintenance and operaƟ on tax is reduced by the minimum amount 
of money dedicated under SubsecƟ on (f) of this secƟ on, provided that a school 
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district may subsequently increase the maximum ad valorem maintenance and 
operaƟ on tax rate if the increased maximum rate is approved by a majority of 
the voters of the school district voƟ ng at an elecƟ on called and held for that 
purpose. The legislature by general law shall provide for the tax relief that is 
required by SubsecƟ on (f) and this subsecƟ on.

(i) SubsecƟ ons (f) and (h) of this secƟ on apply to ad valorem maintenance 
and operaƟ on taxes levied by a school district on or aŌ er the fi rst January 1 
aŌ er the date on which a tax on the net incomes of natural persons, including a 
person’s share of partnership and unincorporated associaƟ on income, begins to 
apply to that income, except that if the income tax begins to apply on a January 
1, SubsecƟ ons (f) and (h) of this secƟ on apply to ad valorem maintenance and 
operaƟ on taxes levied on or aŌ er that date.

(j) A provision of this secƟ on prevails over a confl icƟ ng provision of ArƟ cle 
VII, SecƟ on 3, of this ConsƟ tuƟ on to the extent of the confl ict. (Added Nov. 2, 
1993.)
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ARTICLE 9
COUNTIES

Sec. 1. CREATION OF COUNTIES. The Legislature shall have power to create 
counƟ es for the convenience of the people subject to the following provisions:

(1) Within the territory of any county or counƟ es, no new county shall be 
created with a less area than seven hundred square miles, nor shall any such 
county now exisƟ ng be reduced to a less area than seven hundred square miles. 
No new counƟ es shall be created so as to approach nearer than twelve miles of 
the county seat of any county from which it may in whole or in part be taken. 
CounƟ es of a less area than nine hundred, but of seven hundred or more square 
miles, within counƟ es now exisƟ ng, may be created by a two-thirds vote of each 
House of the Legislature, taken by yeas and nays and entered on the journals. Any 
county now exisƟ ng may be reduced to an area of not less than seven hundred 
square miles by a like two-thirds vote. When any part of a county is stricken off  
and aƩ ached to, or created into another county, the part stricken off  shall be 
holden for and obliged to pay its proporƟ on of all the liabiliƟ es then exisƟ ng, of 
the county from which it was taken, in such manner as may be prescribed by law.

(2) No part of any exisƟ ng county shall be detached from it and aƩ ached 
to another exisƟ ng county unƟ l the proposiƟ on for such change shall have been 
submiƩ ed, in such manner as may be provided by law, to a vote of the voters of 
both counƟ es, and shall have received a majority of those voƟ ng on the quesƟ on 
in each. (Amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 1: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 1-A. COUNTIES BORDERING ON GULF OF MEXICO OR TIDEWATER 
LIMITS THEREOF; REGULATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES ON BEACHES. The 
Legislature may authorize the governing body of any county bordering on the 
Gulf of Mexico or the Ɵ dewater limits thereof to regulate and restrict the speed, 
parking and travel of motor vehicles on beaches available to the public by virtue 
of public right and the liƩ ering of such beaches.

Nothing in this amendment shall increase the rights of any riparian or liƩ oral 
landowner with regard to beaches available to the public by virtue of public right 
or submerged lands.

The Legislature may enact any laws not inconsistent with this SecƟ on which 
it may deem necessary to permit said counƟ es to implement, enforce and 
administer the provisions contained herein.

Should the Legislature enact legislaƟ on in anƟ cipaƟ on of the adopƟ on of 
this amendment, such legislaƟ on shall not be invalid by reason of its anƟ cipatory 
character. (Added Nov. 6, 1962.)

COUNTY SEATS
Sec. 2. REMOVAL OF COUNTY SEATS. The Legislature shall pass laws 

regulaƟ ng the manner of removing county seats, but no county seat situated 
within fi ve miles of the geographical centre of the county shall be removed, 
except by a vote of two-thirds of all the voters voƟ ng on the subject. A majority 
of such voters, however, voƟ ng at such elecƟ on, may remove a county seat from 
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a point more than fi ve miles from the geographical centre of the county to a 
point within fi ve miles of such centre, in either case the centre to be determined 
by a cerƟ fi cate from the Commissioner of the General Land Offi  ce. (Amended 
Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 2: see Appendix, Note 1.)

HOME RULE CHARTERS
Sec. 3. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)

HOSPITAL DISTRICTS
Sec. 4. COUNTYͳWIDE HOSPITAL DISTRICTS. The Legislature may by law 

authorize the creaƟ on of county-wide Hospital Districts in counƟ es having a 
populaƟ on in excess of 190,000 and in Galveston County, with power to issue 
bonds for the purchase, acquisiƟ on, construcƟ on, maintenance and operaƟ on 
of any county owned hospital, or where the hospital system is jointly operated 
by a county and city within the county, and to provide for the transfer to the 
county-wide Hospital District of the Ɵ tle to any land, buildings or equipment, 
jointly or separately owned, and for the assumpƟ on by the district of any 
outstanding bonded indebtedness theretofore issued by any county or city for 
the establishment of hospitals or hospital faciliƟ es; to levy a tax not to exceed 
seventy-fi ve ($ .75) cents on the One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars valuaƟ on of all 
taxable property within such district, provided, however, that such district shall 
be approved at an elecƟ on held for that purpose, and that only qualifi ed voters 
in such county shall vote therein; provided further, that such Hospital District 
shall assume full responsibility for providing medical and hospital care to needy 
inhabitants of the county, and thereaŌ er such county and ciƟ es therein shall not 
levy any other tax for hospital purposes; and provided further that should such 
Hospital District construct, maintain and support a hospital or hospital system, 
that the same shall never become a charge against the State of Texas, nor shall 
any direct appropriaƟ on ever be made by the Legislature for the construcƟ on, 
maintenance or improvement of the said hospital or hospitals. (Added Nov. 2, 
1954; amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 4: see 
Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 5. CITY OF AMARILLO; WICHITA COUNTY; JEFFERSON COUNTY; 
CREATION AND FUNDING OF HOSPITAL DISTRICTS. (a) The Legislature may 
by law authorize the creaƟ on of two hospital districts, one to be coextensive 
with and have the same boundaries as the incorporated City of Amarillo, as such 
boundaries now exist or as they may hereaŌ er be lawfully extended, and the 
other to be coextensive with Wichita County.

If such district or districts are created, they may be authorized to levy a tax 
not to exceed Seventy-fi ve Cents (75¢) on the One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) 
valuaƟ on of taxable property within the district; provided, however, no tax may 
be levied unƟ l approved by a majority vote of the parƟ cipaƟ ng resident qualifi ed 
voters. The maximum rate of tax may be changed at subsequent elecƟ ons so 
long as obligaƟ ons are not impaired, and not to exceed the maximum limit of 
Seventy-fi ve Cents (75¢) per One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) valuaƟ on, and no 
elecƟ on shall be required by subsequent changes in the boundaries of the City 
of Amarillo.
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If such tax is authorized, no poliƟ cal subdivision or municipality within or 
having the same boundaries as the district may levy a tax for medical or hospital 
care for needy individuals, nor shall they maintain or erect hospital faciliƟ es, but 
the district shall by resoluƟ on assume all such responsibiliƟ es and shall assume 
all of the liabiliƟ es and obligaƟ ons (including bonds and warrants) of such 
subdivisions or municipaliƟ es or both. The maximum tax rate submiƩ ed shall 
be suffi  cient to discharge such obligaƟ ons, liabiliƟ es, and responsibiliƟ es, and 
to maintain and operate the hospital system, and the Legislature may authorize 
the district to issue tax bonds for the purpose of the purchase, construcƟ on, 
acquisiƟ on, repair or renovaƟ on of improvements and iniƟ ally equipping the 
same, and such bonds shall be payable from said Seventy-fi ve Cents (75¢) tax. 
The Legislature shall provide for transfer of Ɵ tle to properƟ es to the district.

(b) The Legislature may by law permit the County of PoƩ er (in which the City 
of Amarillo is parƟ ally located) to render fi nancial aid to that district by paying a 
part of the expenses of operaƟ ng and maintaining the system and paying a part 
of the debts of the district (whether assumed or created by the district) and may 
authorize the levy of a tax not to exceed Ten Cents (10¢) per One Hundred Dollars 
($100.00) valuaƟ on (in addiƟ on to other taxes permiƩ ed by this ConsƟ tuƟ on) 
upon all property within the county but without the City of Amarillo at the 
Ɵ me such levy is made for such purposes. If such tax is authorized, the district 
shall by resoluƟ on assume the responsibiliƟ es, obligaƟ ons, and liabiliƟ es of 
the county in the manner and to the extent hereinabove provided for poliƟ cal 
subdivisions having boundaries coextensive with the district, and the county shall 
not thereaŌ er levy taxes (other than herein provided) for hospital purposes nor 
for providing hospital care for needy individuals of the county.

(c) The Legislature may by law authorize the creaƟ on of a hospital district 
within Jeff erson County, the boundaries of which shall include only the area 
comprising the Jeff erson County Drainage District No. 7 and the Port Arthur 
Independent School District, as such boundaries existed on the fi rst day of 
January, 1957, with the power to issue bonds for the sole purpose of purchasing 
a site for, and the construcƟ on and iniƟ al equipping of, a hospital system, and 
with the power to levy a tax of not to exceed Seventy-fi ve Cents (75¢) on the 
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) valuaƟ on of property therein for the purpose of 
paying the principal and interest on such bonds.

The bonds may not be issued or such tax be levied unƟ l approved by such 
voters.

The district shall not have the power to levy any tax for maintenance or 
operaƟ on of the hospital or faciliƟ es, but shall contract with other poliƟ cal 
subdivisions of the state or private individuals, associaƟ ons, or corporaƟ ons for 
such purposes.

If the district hereinabove authorized is fi nally created, no other hospital 
district may be created embracing any part of the territory within its boundaries, 
but the Legislature by law may authorize the creaƟ on of a hospital district 
incorporaƟ ng therein the remainder of Jeff erson County, having the powers and 
duƟ es and with the limitaƟ ons presently provided by ArƟ cle IX, SecƟ on 4, of the 
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ConsƟ tuƟ on of Texas. A majority of those parƟ cipaƟ ng in the elecƟ on voƟ ng in 
favor of the district shall be necessary for bonds to be issued.

(d) Should the Legislature enact enabling laws in anƟ cipaƟ on of the adopƟ on 
of this amendment, such Acts shall not be invalid because of their anƟ cipatory 
character.

(e) The legislature by law may authorize Randall County to render fi nancial 
assistance to the Amarillo Hospital District by paying part of the district’s 
operaƟ ng and maintenance expenses and the debts assumed or created by the 
district and to levy a tax for that purpose in an amount not to exceed seventy-fi ve 
cents (75¢) on the One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) valuaƟ on on all property in 
Randall County that is not within the boundaries of the City of Amarillo or the 
South Randall County Hospital District. This tax is in addiƟ on to any other tax 
authorized by this consƟ tuƟ on. If the tax is authorized by the legislature and 
approved by the voters of the area to be taxed, the Amarillo Hospital District shall, 
by resoluƟ on, assume the responsibiliƟ es, obligaƟ ons, and liabiliƟ es of Randall 
County in accordance with SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on and, except as provided 
by this subsecƟ on, Randall County may not levy taxes or issue bonds for hospital 
purposes or for providing hospital care for needy inhabitants of the county.

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of ArƟ cle IX of this consƟ tuƟ on, if a 
hospital district was created or authorized under a consƟ tuƟ onal provision that 
includes a descripƟ on of the district’s boundaries or jurisdicƟ on, the legislature 
by law may authorize the district to change its boundaries or jurisdicƟ on. The 
change must be approved by a majority of the qualifi ed voters of the district 
voƟ ng at an elecƟ on called and held for that purpose. (Added Nov. 4, 1958; 
Subsecs. (e) and (f) added Nov. 3, 1987; Subsecs. (a), (c), and (e) amended Nov. 
2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 5: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 6. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 6: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 7. (Repealed Nov. 5, 2013.)
Sec. 8. COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PRECINCT NO. 4 OF COMANCHE 

COUNTY; HOSPITAL DISTRICT; CREATION; TAX RATE. (a) The Legislature may by 
law authorize the creaƟ on of a Hospital District to be co-extensive with the limits 
of County Commissioners Precinct No. 4 of Comanche County, Texas.

If such District is created, it may be authorized to levy a tax not to exceed 
seventy-fi ve cents (75¢) on the One Hundred Dollar ($100) valuaƟ on of taxable 
property within the District; provided, however, no tax may be levied unƟ l 
approved by a majority vote of the parƟ cipaƟ ng resident qualifi ed voters. 
The maximum rate of tax may be changed at subsequent elecƟ ons so long as 
obligaƟ ons are not impaired, and not to exceed the maximum limit of seventy-fi ve 
cents (75¢) per One Hundred Dollar ($100) valuaƟ on, and no elecƟ on shall be 
required by subsequent changes in the boundaries of the Commissioners Precinct 
No. 4 of Comanche County.

If such tax is authorized, no poliƟ cal subdivision or municipality within or 
having the same boundaries as the District may levy a tax for medical or hospital 
care for needy individuals, nor shall they maintain or erect hospital faciliƟ es, but 
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the District shall by resoluƟ on assume all such responsibiliƟ es and shall assume 
all of the liabiliƟ es and obligaƟ ons (including bonds and warrants) of such 
subdivisions or municipaliƟ es or both. The maximum tax rate submiƩ ed shall 
be suffi  cient to discharge such obligaƟ ons, liabiliƟ es, and responsibiliƟ es, and 
to maintain and operate the hospital system, and the Legislature may authorize 
the District to issue tax bonds for the purpose of the purchase, construcƟ on, 
acquisiƟ on, repair or renovaƟ on of improvements and iniƟ ally equipping the 
same, and such bonds shall be payable from said seventy-fi ve cent (75¢) tax. 
The Legislature shall provide for transfer of Ɵ tle to properƟ es to the District.

(b) The Legislature may by law permit the County of Comanche to render 
fi nancial aid to that District by paying a part of the expenses of operaƟ ng and 
maintaining the system and paying a part of the debts of the District (whether 
assumed or created by the District) and may authorize the levy of a tax not to 
exceed ten cents (10¢) per One Hundred Dollar ($100) valuaƟ on (in addiƟ on to 
other taxes permiƩ ed by this ConsƟ tuƟ on) upon all property within the County 
but without the County Commissioners Precinct No. 4 of Comanche County 
at the Ɵ me such levy is made for such purposes. If such tax is authorized, the 
District shall by resoluƟ on assume the responsibiliƟ es, obligaƟ ons, and liabiliƟ es 
of the County in the manner and to the extent hereinabove provided for poliƟ cal 
subdivisions having boundaries co-extensive with the District, and the County 
shall not thereaŌ er levy taxes (other than herein provided) for hospital purposes 
nor for providing hospital care for needy individuals of the County.

(c) Should the Legislature enact enabling laws in anƟ cipaƟ on of the adopƟ on 
of this amendment, such Acts shall not be invalid because of their anƟ cipatory 
character. (Added Nov. 8, 1960; Subsec. (a) amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 8: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 9. HOSPITAL DISTRICTS; CREATION, OPERATION, POWERS, DUTIES 
AND DISSOLUTION. The Legislature may by general or special law provide for 
the creaƟ on, establishment, maintenance and operaƟ on of hospital districts 
composed of one or more counƟ es or all or any part of one or more counƟ es 
with power to issue bonds for the purchase, construcƟ on, acquisiƟ on, repair 
or renovaƟ on of buildings and improvements and equipping same, for hospital 
purposes; providing for the transfer to the hospital district of the Ɵ tle to any land, 
buildings, improvements and equipment located wholly within the district which 
may be jointly or separately owned by any city, town or county, providing that 
any district so created shall assume full responsibility for providing medical and 
hospital care for its needy inhabitants and assume the outstanding indebtedness 
incurred by ciƟ es, towns and counƟ es for hospital purposes prior to the creaƟ on 
of the district, if same are located wholly within its boundaries, and a pro rata 
porƟ on of such indebtedness based upon the then last approved tax assessment 
rolls of the included ciƟ es, towns and counƟ es if less than all the territory thereof 
is included within the district boundaries; providing that aŌ er its creaƟ on no 
other municipality or poliƟ cal subdivision shall have the power to levy taxes or 
issue bonds or other obligaƟ ons for hospital purposes or for providing medical 
care within the boundaries of the district; providing for the levy of annual taxes 
at a rate not to exceed seventy-fi ve cents ($ .75) on the One Hundred Dollar 
valuaƟ on of all taxable property within such district for the purpose of meeƟ ng
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the requirements of the district’s bonds, the indebtedness assumed by it and its 
maintenance and operaƟ ng expenses, providing that such district shall not be 
created or such tax authorized unless approved by a majority of the qualifi ed 
voters thereof voƟ ng at an elecƟ on called for the purpose; and providing further 
that the support and maintenance of the district’s hospital system shall never 
become a charge against or obligaƟ on of the State of Texas nor shall any direct 
appropriaƟ on be made by the Legislature for the construcƟ on, maintenance or 
improvement of any of the faciliƟ es of such district.

Provided, however, that no district shall be created by special law except 
aŌ er thirty (30) days’ public noƟ ce to the district aff ected, and in no event may 
the Legislature provide for a district to be created without the affi  rmaƟ ve vote 
of a majority of the qualifi ed voters in the district concerned.

The Legislature may also provide for the dissoluƟ on of hospital districts 
provided that a process is aff orded by statute for:

(1) determining the desire of a majority of the qualifi ed voters within the 
district to dissolve it;

(2) disposing of or transferring the assets, if any, of the district; and
(3) saƟ sfying the debts and bond obligaƟ ons, if any, of the district, in such 

manner as to protect the interests of the ciƟ zens within the district, including 
their collective property rights in the assets and property of the district, 
provided, however, that any grant from federal funds, however dispensed, 
shall be considered an obligaƟ on to be repaid in saƟ sfacƟ on and provided that 
no elecƟ on to dissolve shall be held more oŌ en than once each year. In such 
connecƟ on, the statute shall provide against disposal or transfer of the assets 
of the district except for due compensaƟ on unless such assets are transferred 
to another governmental agency, such as a county, embracing such district and 
using such transferred assets in such a way as to benefi t ciƟ zens formerly within 
the district. (Added Nov. 6, 1962; amended Nov. 8, 1966, and Nov. 7, 1989.)

Sec. 9A. HOSPITAL DISTRICTS; REGULATION OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES. 
The legislature by law may determine the health care services a hospital district 
is required to provide, the requirements a resident must meet to qualify for 
services, and any other relevant provisions necessary to regulate the provision 
of health care to residents. (Added Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 9B. HOSPITAL DISTRICTS IN COUNTIES WITH POPULATION OF 
75,000 OR LESS. The legislature by general or special law may provide for the 
creaƟ on, establishment, maintenance, and operaƟ on of hospital districts located 
wholly in a county with a populaƟ on of 75,000 or less, according to the most 
recent federal decennial census, and may authorize the commissioners court to 
levy a tax on the ad valorem property located in the district for the support and 
maintenance of the district. A district may not be created or a tax levied unless 
the creaƟ on and tax are approved by a majority of the registered voters who 
reside in the district. The legislature shall set the maximum tax rate a district may 
levy. The legislature may provide that the county in which the district is located 
may issue general obligaƟ on bonds for the district and provide other services 
to the district. The district may provide hospital care, medical care, and other 
services authorized by the legislature. (Added Nov. 7, 1989.)
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Sec. 10. (Blank.)
Sec. 11. HOSPITAL DISTRICTS; OCHILTREE, CASTRO, HANSFORD, AND 

HOPKINS COUNTIES; CREATION; TAXES. (a) The Legislature may by law 
authorize the creaƟ on of hospital districts in Ochiltree, Castro, Hansford and 
Hopkins CounƟ es, each district to be coextensive with the limits of such county.

(b) If any such district is created, it may be authorized to levy a tax not to 
exceed Seventy-fi ve Cents (75¢) on the One Hundred Dollar ($100) valuaƟ on of 
taxable property within the district; provided, however, no tax may be levied 
unƟ l approved by a majority vote of the parƟ cipaƟ ng resident qualifi ed voters. 
The maximum rate of tax may be changed at subsequent elecƟ ons so long as 
obligaƟ ons are not impaired, and not to exceed the maximum limit of Seventy-fi ve 
Cents (75¢) per One Hundred Dollar ($100) valuaƟ on.

(c) If such tax is authorized, no poliƟ cal subdivision or municipality within 
or having the same boundaries as the district may levy a tax for medical or 
hospital care for needy individuals, nor shall they maintain or erect hospital 
faciliƟ es, but the district shall by resoluƟ on assume all such responsibiliƟ es and 
shall assume all of the liabiliƟ es and obligaƟ ons (including bonds and warrants) 
of such subdivisions or municipaliƟ es or both. The maximum tax rate submiƩ ed 
shall be suffi  cient to discharge obligaƟ ons, liabiliƟ es, and responsibiliƟ es, and 
to maintain and operate the hospital system, and the Legislature may authorize 
the district to issue tax bonds for the purpose of the purchase, construcƟ on, 
acquisiƟ on, repair or renovaƟ on of improvements and iniƟ ally equipping the 
same, and such bonds shall be payable from said Seventy-fi ve Cent (75¢) tax. The 
Legislature shall provide for transfer of Ɵ tle to properƟ es to the district. (Added 
Nov. 6, 1962; amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
11: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 12. AIRPORT AUTHORITIES. (a) The Legislature may by law provide for 
the creaƟ on, establishment, maintenance and operaƟ on of Airport AuthoriƟ es 
composed of one or more counƟ es, with power to issue general obligaƟ on 
bonds, revenue bonds, either or both of them, for the purchase, acquisiƟ on 
by the exercise of the power of eminent domain or otherwise, construcƟ on, 
reconstrucƟ on, repair or renovaƟ on of any airport or airports, landing fi elds and 
runways, airport buildings, hangars, faciliƟ es, equipment, fi xtures, and any and all 
property, real or personal, necessary to operate, equip and maintain an airport.

(b) The Legislature shall provide for the opƟ on by the governing body of 
the city or ciƟ es whose airport faciliƟ es are served by cerƟ fi cated airlines and 
whose facility or some interest therein, is proposed to be or has been acquired 
by the Authority, to either appoint or elect a Board of Directors of said Authority. 
If the Directors are appointed such appointment shall be made by the County 
Commissioners Court aŌ er consultaƟ on with and consent of the governing body 
or bodies of such city or ciƟ es. If the Board of Directors is elected they shall be 
elected by the qualifi ed voters of the county which chooses to elect the Directors 
to represent that county. Directors shall serve without compensaƟ on for a term 
fi xed by the Legislature not to exceed six (6) years, shall be selected on the basis 
of the proporƟ onate populaƟ on of each county based upon the last preceding 
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Federal Census, and shall be residents of such county. No county shall have less 
than one (1) member on the Board of Directors.

(c) The Legislature shall provide for the holding of an elecƟ on in each county 
proposing the creaƟ on of an Authority to be called by the Commissioners Court 
or Commissioners Courts, as the case may be, upon peƟ Ɵ on of fi ve per cent (5%) 
of the qualifi ed voters within the county or counƟ es. The elecƟ ons must be held 
on the same day if more than one county is included. No more than one (1) such 
elecƟ on may be called in a county unƟ l aŌ er the expiraƟ on of one (1) year in the 
event such an elecƟ on has failed, and thereaŌ er only upon a peƟ Ɵ on of ten per 
cent (10%) of the qualifi ed voters being presented to the Commissioners Court 
or Commissioners Courts of the county or counƟ es in which such an elecƟ on 
has failed. In the event that two or more counƟ es vote on the proposiƟ on of the 
creaƟ on of an Authority therein, the proposiƟ on shall not be deemed to carry 
unless the majority of the qualifi ed voters in each county voƟ ng thereon vote 
in favor thereof. An Airport Authority may be created and be composed of the 
county or counƟ es that vote in favor of its creaƟ on if separate proposiƟ ons are 
submiƩ ed to the voters of each county so that they may vote for a two or more 
county Authority or a single county Authority.

(d) The Legislature shall provide for the appointment by the Board of 
Directors of an Assessor and Collector of Taxes in the Authority, whether 
consƟ tuted of one or more counƟ es, whose duty it shall be to assess all taxable 
property, both real and personal, and collect the taxes thereon, based upon the 
tax rolls approved by the Board of Directors, the tax to be levied not to exceed 
Seventy-Five Cents ($.75) per One Hundred Dollars ($100) assessed valuaƟ on 
of the property. The property of state regulated common carriers required by 
law to pay a tax upon intangible assets shall not be subject to taxaƟ on by the 
Authority. The taxable property shall be assessed on a valuaƟ on not to exceed 
the market value and shall be equal and uniform throughout the Authority as is 
otherwise provided by the ConsƟ tuƟ on.

(e) The Legislature shall authorize the purchase or acquisition by the 
Authority of any exisƟ ng airport facility publicly owned and fi nanced and served 
by cerƟ fi cated airlines, in fee or of any interest therein, or to enter into any 
lease agreement therefor, upon such terms and condiƟ ons as may be mutually 
agreeable to the Authority and the owner of such faciliƟ es, or authorize the 
acquisiƟ on of same through the exercise of the power of eminent domain. In 
the event of such acquisiƟ on, if there are any general obligaƟ on bonds that the 
owner of the publicly owned airport facility has outstanding, the same shall be 
fully assumed by the Authority and suffi  cient taxes levied by the Authority to 
discharge said outstanding indebtedness. If any city or owner has outstanding 
revenue bonds where the revenues of the airport have been pledged or said 
bonds consƟ tute a lien against the airport faciliƟ es, the Authority shall assume 
and discharge all the obligaƟ ons of the city under the ordinances and bond 
indentures under which said revenue bonds have been issued and sold.

(f) Any city which owns airport faciliƟ es not serving cerƟ fi cated airlines 
which are not purchased or acquired or taken over as herein provided by such 
Authority shall have the power to operate the same under the exisƟ ng laws or 
as the same may hereaŌ er be amended.
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(g) Any such Authority when created may be granted the power and 
authority to promulgate, adopt and enforce appropriate zoning regulaƟ ons to 
protect the airport from hazards and obstrucƟ ons which would interfere with 
the use of the airport and its faciliƟ es for landing and take-off .

(h) An addiƟ onal county or counƟ es may be added to an exisƟ ng Authority if 
a peƟ Ɵ on of fi ve per cent (5%) of the qualifi ed voters is fi led with and an elecƟ on 
is called by the Commissioners Court of the county or counƟ es seeking admission 
to an Authority. If the vote is favorable, then admission may be granted to such 
county or counƟ es by the Board of Directors of the then exisƟ ng Authority upon 
such terms and condiƟ ons as they may agree upon and evidenced by a resoluƟ on 
approved by two-thirds (2/3rds) of the then exisƟ ng Board of Directors. The 
county or counƟ es that may be so added to the then exisƟ ng Authority shall be 
given representaƟ on on the Board of Directors by adding addiƟ onal directors in 
proporƟ on to their populaƟ on according to the last preceding Federal Census. 
(Added Nov. 8, 1966; amended Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions 
for Sec. 12: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 13. PARTICIPATION OF MUNICIPALITIES AND OTHER POLITICAL 
SUBDIVISIONS IN ESTABLISHMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, MENTAL 
RETARDATION, OR PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES. Notwithstanding any other 
secƟ on of this arƟ cle, the Legislature in providing for the creaƟ on, establishment, 
maintenance and operation of a hospital district, shall not be required to 
provide that such district shall assume full responsibility for the establishment, 
maintenance, support, or operation of mental health services or mental 
retardaƟ on services including the operaƟ on of any community mental health 
centers, community mental retardaƟ on centers or community mental health and 
mental retardaƟ on centers which may exist or be thereaŌ er established within 
the boundaries of such district, nor shall the Legislature be required to provide 
that such district shall assume full responsibility of public health department units 
and clinics and related public health acƟ viƟ es or services, and the Legislature shall 
not be required to restrict the power of any municipality or poliƟ cal subdivision 
to levy taxes or issue bonds or other obligaƟ ons or to expend public moneys 
for the establishment, maintenance, support, or operaƟ on of mental health 
services, mental retardaƟ on services, public health units or clinics or related 
public health acƟ viƟ es or services or the operaƟ on of such community mental 
health or mental retardaƟ on centers within the boundaries of the hospital 
districts; and unless a statute creaƟ ng a hospital district shall expressly prohibit 
parƟ cipaƟ on by any enƟ ty other than the hospital district in the establishment, 
maintenance, or support of mental health services, mental retardaƟ on services, 
public health units or clinics or related public health acƟ viƟ es within or partly 
within the boundaries of any hospital district, any municipality or any other 
poliƟ cal subdivision or state-supported enƟ ty within the hospital district may 
parƟ cipate in the establishment, maintenance, and support of mental health 
services, mental retardaƟ on services, public health units and clinics and related 
public health acƟ viƟ es and may levy taxes, issue bonds or other obligaƟ ons, 
and expend public moneys for such purposes as provided by law. (Added Nov. 
11, 1967.)
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Sec. 14. COUNTY POOR HOUSE AND FARM. Each county in the State 
may provide, in such manner as may be prescribed by law, a Manual Labor Poor 
House and Farm, for taking care of, managing, employing and supplying the 
wants of its indigent and poor inhabitants. (Formerly Sec. 8, Art. XVI, amended 
to redesignate as Sec. 14, Art. IX, Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision 
for Sec. 14: see Appendix, Note 3.)
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ARTICLE 10
RAILROADS

Sec. 1. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 2. PUBLIC HIGHWAYS; COMMON CARRIERS; REGULATION OF 

TARIFFS, CORRECTION OF ABUSES, AND PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION 
AND EXTORTION; MEANS AND AGENCIES. Railroads heretofore constructed 
or which may hereaŌ er be constructed in this state are hereby declared public 
highways, and railroad companies, common carriers. The Legislature shall pass 
laws to regulate railroad, freight and passenger tariff s, to correct abuses and 
prevent unjust discriminaƟ on and extorƟ on in the rates of freight and passenger 
tariff s on the diff erent railroads in this state, and enforce the same by adequate 
penalƟ es; and to the further accomplishment of these objects and purposes, 
may provide and establish all requisite means and agencies invested with such 
powers as may be deemed adequate and advisable. (Amended Nov. 4, 1890.)

Sec. 3. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 4. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 5. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 6. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 7. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 8. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 9. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
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ARTICLE 11
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS

Sec. 1. COUNTIES AS LEGAL SUBDIVISIONS. The several counƟ es of this 
State are hereby recognized as legal subdivisions of the State.

Sec. 2. JAILS, COURTͳHOUSES, BRIDGES, AND ROADS. The construcƟ on 
of jails, court-houses and bridges and the laying out, construcƟ on and repairing 
of county roads shall be provided for by general laws. (Amended Nov. 2, 1999.) 
(Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 2: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 3. SUBSCRIPTIONS TO CORPORATE CAPITAL; DONATIONS; LOAN OF 
CREDIT. No county, city, or other municipal corporaƟ on shall hereaŌ er become 
a subscriber to the capital of any private corporaƟ on or associaƟ on, or make 
any appropriaƟ on or donaƟ on to the same, or in anywise loan its credit; but this 
shall not be construed to in any way aff ect any obligaƟ on heretofore undertaken 
pursuant to law or to prevent a county, city, or other municipal corporaƟ on from 
invesƟ ng its funds as authorized by law. (Amended Nov. 7, 1989.)

Sec. 4. CITIES AND TOWNS WITH POPULATION OF 5,000 OR LESS; 
CHARTERED BY GENERAL LAW; TAXES; FINES, FORFEITURES, AND 
PENALTIES. CiƟ es and towns having a populaƟ on of fi ve thousand or less may be 
chartered alone by general law. They may levy, assess and collect such taxes as 
may be authorized by law, but no tax for any purpose shall ever be lawful for any 
one year which shall exceed one and one-half per cent of the taxable property of 
such city; and all taxes shall be collecƟ ble only in current money, and all licenses 
and occupaƟ on taxes levied, and all fi nes, forfeitures and penalƟ es accruing to 
said ciƟ es and towns shall be collecƟ ble only in current money. (Amended Aug. 
3, 1909, and Nov. 2, 1920.)

Sec. 5. CITIES OF MORE THAN 5,000 POPULATION; ADOPTION OR 
AMENDMENT OF CHARTERS; TAXES; DEBT RESTRICTIONS. (a) CiƟ es having 
more than fi ve thousand (5000) inhabitants may, by a majority vote of the 
qualifi ed voters of said city, at an elecƟ on held for that purpose, adopt or 
amend their charters. If the number of inhabitants of ciƟ es that have adopted 
or amended their charters under this secƟ on is reduced to fi ve thousand (5000) 
or fewer, the ciƟ es sƟ ll may amend their charters by a majority vote of the 
qualifi ed voters of said city at an elecƟ on held for that purpose. The adopƟ on 
or amendment of charters is subject to such limitaƟ ons as may be prescribed by 
the Legislature, and no charter or any ordinance passed under said charter shall 
contain any provision inconsistent with the ConsƟ tuƟ on of the State, or of the 
general laws enacted by the Legislature of this State. Said ciƟ es may levy, assess 
and collect such taxes as may be authorized by law or by their charters; but no 
tax for any purpose shall ever be lawful for any one year, which shall exceed two 
and one-half per cent. of the taxable property of such city, and no debt shall 
ever be created by any city, unless at the same Ɵ me provision be made to assess 
and collect annually a suffi  cient sum to pay the interest thereon and creaƟ ng a 
sinking fund of at least two per cent. thereon, except as provided by SubsecƟ on 
(b). Furthermore, no city charter shall be altered, amended or repealed oŌ ener 
than every two years.
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(b) To increase effi  ciency and eff ecƟ veness to the greatest extent possible, 
the legislature may by general law authorize ciƟ es to enter into interlocal 
contracts with other ciƟ es or counƟ es without meeƟ ng the assessment and 
sinking fund requirements under SubsecƟ on (a). (Amended Aug. 3, 1909, Nov. 
5, 1912, Nov. 5, 1991, and Nov. 8, 2011.)

Sec. 6. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 6: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 7. COUNTIES AND CITIES ON GULF OF MEXICO; TAX FOR SEA 
WALLS, BREAKWATERS, AND SANITATION; BONDS; CONDEMNATION OF 
RIGHT OF WAY. (a) All counƟ es and ciƟ es bordering on the coast of the Gulf of 
Mexico are hereby authorized upon a vote of the majority of the qualifi ed voters 
voƟ ng thereon at an elecƟ on called for such purpose to levy and collect such 
tax for construcƟ on of sea walls, breakwaters, or sanitary purposes, as may now 
or may hereaŌ er be authorized by law, and may create a debt for such works 
and issue bonds in evidence thereof. But no debt for any purpose shall ever be 
incurred in any manner by any city or county unless provision is made, at the 
Ɵ me of creaƟ ng the same, for levying and collecƟ ng a suffi  cient tax to pay the 
interest thereon and provide at least two per cent (2%) as a sinking fund, except 
as provided by SubsecƟ on (b); and the condemnaƟ on of the right of way for the 
erecƟ on of such works shall be fully provided for.

(b) To increase effi  ciency and eff ecƟ veness to the greatest extent possible, 
the legislature may by general law authorize ciƟ es or counƟ es to enter into 
interlocal contracts with other ciƟ es or counƟ es without meeƟ ng the tax and 
sinking fund requirements under SubsecƟ on (a). (Amended Nov. 8, 1932, Nov. 
6, 1973, Nov. 6, 2001, and Nov. 8, 2011.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 
7: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 8. DONATION OF PORTION OF PUBLIC DOMAIN TO AID IN 
CONSTRUCTION OF SEA WALLS OR BREAKWATERS. The counƟ es and ciƟ es on 
the Gulf Coast being subject to calamitous overfl ows, and a very large proporƟ on 
of the general revenue being derived from those otherwise prosperous localiƟ es, 
the Legislature is especially authorized to aid by donaƟ on of such porƟ on of the 
public domain as may be deemed proper, and in such mode as may be provided 
by law, the construcƟ on of sea walls, or breakwaters, such aid to be proporƟ oned 
to the extent and value of the works constructed, or to be constructed, in any 
locality.

Sec. 9. PROPERTY EXEMPT FROM FORCED SALE AND FROM TAXATION. 
The property of counƟ es, ciƟ es and towns, owned and held only for public 
purposes, such as public buildings and the sites therefor, fi re engines and the 
furniture thereof, and all property used, or intended for exƟ nguishing fi res, public 
grounds and all other property devoted exclusively to the use and benefi t of the 
public shall be exempt from forced sale and from taxaƟ on, provided, nothing 
herein shall prevent the enforcement of the vendors lien, the mechanics or 
builders lien, or other liens now exisƟ ng.

Sec. 10. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
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Sec. 11. TERM OF OFFICE EXCEEDING TWO YEARS IN HOME RULE 
AND GENERAL LAW CITIES; VACANCIES. (a) A Home Rule City may provide 
by charter or charter amendment, and a city, town or village operaƟ ng under 
the general laws may provide by majority vote of the qualifi ed voters voƟ ng 
at an elecƟ on called for that purpose, for a longer term of offi  ce than two (2) 
years for its offi  cers, either elecƟ ve or appoinƟ ve, or both, but not to exceed 
four (4) years; provided, however, that tenure under Civil Service shall not be 
aff ected hereby; provided, however, that such offi  cers, elecƟ ve or appoinƟ ve, are 
subject to SecƟ on 65(b), ArƟ cle XVI, of this ConsƟ tuƟ on, providing for automaƟ c 
resignaƟ on in certain circumstances, in the same manner as a county or district 
offi  cer to which that secƟ on applies.

(b) A municipality so providing a term exceeding two (2) years but not 
exceeding four (4) years for any of its non-civil service offi  cers must elect all of 
the members of its governing body by majority vote of the qualifi ed voters in 
such municipality.

(c) Any vacancy or vacancies occurring on such governing body shall not be 
fi lled by appointment but must be fi lled by majority vote of the qualifi ed voters 
at a special elecƟ on called for such purpose within one hundred and twenty 
(120) days aŌ er such vacancy or vacancies occur except that the municipality 
may provide by charter or charter amendment the procedure for fi lling a vacancy 
occurring on its governing body for an unexpired term of 12 months or less. 
(Added Nov. 4, 1958; amended Nov. 6, 2001; Subsec. (b) amended and (c) added 
Nov. 5, 2013.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 11: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 12. EXPENDITURES FOR RELOCATION OR REPLACEMENT OF 
SANITATION SEWER OR WATER LATERALS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY. The 
legislature by general law may authorize a city or town to expend public funds 
for the relocaƟ on or replacement of sanitaƟ on sewer laterals or water laterals on 
private property if the relocaƟ on or replacement is done in conjuncƟ on with or 
immediately following the replacement or relocaƟ on of sanitaƟ on sewer mains 
or water mains serving the property. The law must authorize the city or town 
to affi  x, with the consent of the owner of the private property, a lien on the 
property for the cost of relocaƟ ng or replacing the laterals on the property and 
must provide that the cost shall be assessed against the property with repayment 
by the property owner to be amorƟ zed over a period not to exceed fi ve years at 
a rate of interest to be set as provided by the law. The lien may not be enforced 
unƟ l aŌ er fi ve years have expired since the date the lien was affi  xed. (Added 
Nov. 8, 1983; amended Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 13. CLASSIFICATION OF MUNICIPAL FUNCTIONS. (a) Notwithstanding 
any other provision of this consƟ tuƟ on, the legislature may by law defi ne 
for all purposes those funcƟ ons of a municipality that are to be considered 
governmental and those that are proprietary, including reclassifying a funcƟ on’s 
classifi caƟ on assigned under prior statute or common law.

(b) This secƟ on applies to laws enacted by the 70th Legislature, Regular 
Session, 1987, and to all subsequent regular or special sessions of the legislature. 
(Added Nov. 3, 1987.)
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ARTICLE 12
PRIVATE CORPORATIONS

Sec. 1. CREATION BY GENERAL LAWS. No private corporaƟ on shall be 
created except by general laws.

Sec. 2. GENERAL LAWS TO BE ENACTED; PROTECTION OF PUBLIC AND 
STOCKHOLDERS. General laws shall be enacted providing for the creaƟ on of 
private corporaƟ ons, and shall therein provide fully for the adequate protecƟ on 
of the public and of the individual stockholders.

Sec. 3. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 4. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 5. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 6. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1993.)
Sec. 7. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
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ARTICLE 13
SPANISH AND MEXICAN LAND TITLES

(Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
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ARTICLE 14
PUBLIC LANDS AND LAND OFFICE

Sec. 1. GENERAL LAND OFFICE. There shall be one General Land Offi  ce in the 
State, which shall be at the seat of government, where all land Ɵ tles which have 
emanated or may hereaŌ er emanate from the State shall be registered, except 
those Ɵ tles the registraƟ on of which may be prohibited by this ConsƟ tuƟ on. It 
shall be the duty of the Legislature at the earliest pracƟ cable Ɵ me to make the 
Land Offi  ce self sustaining, and from Ɵ me to Ɵ me the Legislature may establish 
such subordinate offi  ces as may be deemed necessary.

Sec. 2. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 3. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 4. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 5. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 6. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 7. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 8. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
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ARTICLE 15
IMPEACHMENT

Sec. 1. POWER OF IMPEACHMENT. The power of impeachment shall be 
vested in the House of RepresentaƟ ves.

Sec. 2. TRIAL OF IMPEACHMENT OF CERTAIN OFFICERS BY SENATE. 
Impeachment of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, 
Commissioner of the General Land Offi  ce, Comptroller and the Judges of the 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals and District Court shall be tried by the Senate. 
(Amended Nov. 7, 1995.)

Sec. 3. OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF SENATORS; CONCURRENCE OF 
TWOͳTHIRDS REQUIRED. When the Senate is siƫ  ng as a Court of Impeachment, 
the Senators shall be on oath, or affirmation impartially to try the party 
impeached, and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the Senators present.

Sec. 4. JUDGMENT; INDICTMENT, TRIAL, AND PUNISHMENT. Judgment 
in cases of impeachment shall extend only to removal from office, and 
disqualifi caƟ on from holding any offi  ce of honor, trust or profi t under this State. 
A party convicted on impeachment shall also be subject to indictment, trial and 
punishment according to law.

Sec. 5. SUSPENSION PENDING IMPEACHMENT; PROVISIONAL 
APPOINTMENTS. All offi  cers against whom arƟ cles of impeachment may be 
preferred shall be suspended from the exercise of the duƟ es of their offi  ce, 
during the pendency of such impeachment. The Governor may make a provisional 
appointment to fi ll the vacancy occasioned by the suspension of an offi  cer unƟ l 
the decision on the impeachment.

Sec. 6. JUDGES OF DISTRICT COURT; REMOVAL BY SUPREME COURT. 
Any judge of the District Courts of the State who is incompetent to discharge 
the duƟ es of his offi  ce, or who shall be guilty of parƟ ality, or oppression, or 
other offi  cial misconduct, or whose habits and conduct are such as to render 
him unfi t to hold such offi  ce, or who shall negligently fail to perform his duƟ es 
as judge; or who shall fail to execute in a reasonable measure the business in his 
courts, may be removed by the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court shall have 
original jurisdicƟ on to hear and determine the causes aforesaid when presented 
in wriƟ ng upon the oaths taken before some judge of a court of record of not 
less than ten lawyers, pracƟ cing in the courts held by such judge, and licensed 
to pracƟ ce in the Supreme Court; said presentment to be founded either upon 
the knowledge of the persons making it or upon the wriƩ en oaths as to the facts 
of creditable witnesses. The Supreme Court may issue all needful process and 
prescribe all needful rules to give eff ect to this secƟ on. Causes of this kind shall 
have precedence and be tried as soon as pracƟ cable.

Sec. 7. REMOVAL OF OFFICERS WHEN MODE NOT PROVIDED IN 
CONSTITUTION. The Legislature shall provide by law for the trial and removal 
from offi  ce of all offi  cers of this State, the modes for which have not been 
provided in this ConsƟ tuƟ on.
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ADDRESS
Sec. 8. REMOVAL OF JUDGES BY GOVERNOR ON ADDRESS OF 

TWOͳTHIRDS OF EACH HOUSE OF LEGISLATURE. The Judges of the Supreme 
Court, Court of Appeals and District Courts, shall be removed by the Governor 
on the address of two-thirds of each House of the Legislature, for wilful neglect 
of duty, incompetency, habitual drunkenness, oppression in offi  ce, or other 
reasonable cause which shall not be suffi  cient ground for impeachment; provided, 
however, that the cause or causes for which such removal shall be required, shall 
be stated at length in such address and entered on the journals of each House; 
and provided further, that the cause or causes shall be noƟ fi ed to the judge so 
intended to be removed, and he shall be admiƩ ed to a hearing in his own defense 
before any vote for such address shall pass, and in all such cases, the vote shall be 
taken by yeas and nays and entered on the journals of each House respecƟ vely.

Sec. 9. REMOVAL OF PUBLIC OFFICER BY GOVERNOR WITH ADVICE 
AND CONSENT OF SENATE. (a) In addiƟ on to the other procedures provided 
by law for removal of public offi  cers, the governor who appoints an offi  cer may 
remove the offi  cer with the advice and consent of two-thirds of the members 
of the senate present.

(b) If the legislature is not in session when the governor desires to remove 
an offi  cer, the governor shall call a special session of the senate for consideraƟ on 
of the proposed removal. The session may not exceed two days in duraƟ on. 
(Added Nov. 4, 1980.)
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ARTICLE 16
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 1. OFFICIAL OATH. (a) All elected and appointed offi  cers, before they 
enter upon the duƟ es of their offi  ces, shall take the following Oath or Affi  rmaƟ on:

“I, _______________________, do solemnly swear (or affi  rm), that I will 
faithfully execute the duƟ es of the offi  ce of ___________________ of the State 
of Texas, and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect, and defend the 
ConsƟ tuƟ on and laws of the United States and of this State, so help me God.”

(b) All elected or appointed offi  cers, before taking the Oath or Affi  rmaƟ on 
of offi  ce prescribed by this secƟ on and entering upon the duƟ es of offi  ce, shall 
subscribe to the following statement:

“I, _______________________, do solemnly swear (or affi  rm) that I have 
not directly or indirectly paid, off ered, promised to pay, contributed, or promised 
to contribute any money or thing of value, or promised any public offi  ce or 
employment for the giving or withholding of a vote at the elecƟ on at which I was 
elected or as a reward to secure my appointment or confi rmaƟ on, whichever 
the case may be, so help me God.”

(c) Members of the Legislature, the Secretary of State, and all other 
elected and appointed state offi  cers shall fi le the signed statement required by 
SubsecƟ on (b) of this secƟ on with the Secretary of State before taking the Oath 
or Affi  rmaƟ on of offi  ce prescribed by SubsecƟ on (a) of this secƟ on. All other 
offi  cers shall retain the signed statement required by SubsecƟ on (b) of this 
secƟ on with the offi  cial records of the offi  ce. (Amended Nov. 8, 1938, and Nov. 
6, 1956; Subsecs. (a)-(c) amended and (d)-(f) added Nov. 7, 1989; Subsecs. (a) 
and (b) amended, Subsecs. (c) and (d) deleted, and Subsecs. (e) and (f) amended 
and redesignated as Subsec. (c) Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision 
for Sec. 1: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 2. EXCLUSIONS FROM OFFICE, JURY SERVICE AND RIGHT OF 
SUFFRAGE; PROTECTION OF RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. Laws shall be made to 
exclude from offi  ce persons who have been convicted of bribery, perjury, forgery, 
or other high crimes. (Amended Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision 
for Sec. 2: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 3. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 4. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 5. DISQUALIFICATION TO HOLD OFFICE BY GIVING OR OFFERING 

BRIBE. Every person shall be disqualifi ed from holding any offi  ce of profi t, or 
trust, in this State, who shall have been convicted of having given or off ered a 
bribe to procure his elecƟ on or appointment.

Sec. 6. APPROPRIATIONS FOR PRIVATE PURPOSES; STATE PARTICIPATION IN 
PROGRAMS FINANCED WITH PRIVATE OR FEDERAL FUNDS FOR REHABILITATION 
OF BLIND, CRIPPLED, OR PHYSICALLY OR MENTALLY HANDICAPPED PERSONS. 
(a) No appropriaƟ on for private or individual purposes shall be made, unless 
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authorized by this ConsƟ tuƟ on. A regular statement, under oath, and an account 
of the receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be published annually, 
in such manner as shall be prescribed by law.

(b) State agencies charged with the responsibility of providing services to 
those who are blind, crippled, or otherwise physically or mentally handicapped 
may accept money from private or federal sources, designated by the private or 
federal source as money to be used in and establishing and equipping faciliƟ es 
for assisƟ ng those who are blind, crippled, or otherwise physically or mentally 
handicapped in becoming gainfully employed, in rehabilitaƟ ng and restoring the 
handicapped, and in providing other services determined by the state agency 
to be essenƟ al for the beƩ er care and treatment of the handicapped. Money 
accepted under this subsecƟ on is state money. State agencies may spend money 
accepted under this subsecƟ on, and no other money, for specifi c programs and 
projects to be conducted by local level or other private, nonsectarian associaƟ ons, 
groups, and nonprofi t organizaƟ ons, in establishing and equipping faciliƟ es 
for assisƟ ng those who are blind, crippled, or otherwise physically or mentally 
handicapped in becoming gainfully employed, in rehabilitaƟ ng and restoring the 
handicapped, and in providing other services determined by the state agency to 
be essenƟ al for the beƩ er care or treatment of the handicapped.

The state agencies may deposit money accepted under this subsecƟ on 
either in the state treasury or in other secure depositories. The money may not 
be expended for any purpose other than the purpose for which it was given. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this ConsƟ tuƟ on, the state agencies 
may expend money accepted under this subsecƟ on without the necessity of 
an appropriaƟ on, unless the Legislature, by law, requires that the money be 
expended only on appropriaƟ on. The Legislature may prohibit state agencies from 
accepƟ ng money under this subsecƟ on or may regulate the amount of money 
accepted, the way the acceptance and expenditure of the money is administered, 
and the purposes for which the state agencies may expend the money. Money 
accepted under this subsecƟ on for a purpose prohibited by the Legislature shall 
be returned to the enƟ ty that gave the money.

This subsecƟ on does not prohibit state agencies authorized to render services 
to the handicapped from contracƟ ng with privately-owned or local faciliƟ es for 
necessary and essenƟ al services, subject to such condiƟ ons, standards, and 
procedures as may be prescribed by law. (Amended Nov. 8, 1966.)

Sec. 7. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 8. (Redesignated as Sec. 14, Art. IX, Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on 

provision for Sec. 8: see Appendix, Note 3.)
Sec. 9. FORFEITURE OF RESIDENCE BY ABSENCE ON PUBLIC BUSINESS. 

Absence on business of the State, or of the United States, shall not forfeit a 
residence once obtained, so as to deprive any one of the right of suff rage, or 
of being elected or appointed to any offi  ce under the excepƟ ons contained in 
this ConsƟ tuƟ on.
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Sec. 10. DEDUCTIONS FROM SALARY FOR NEGLECT OF DUTY. The 
Legislature shall provide for deducƟ ons from the salaries of public offi  cers who 
may neglect the performance of any duty that may be assigned them by law.

Sec. 11. USURY; RATE OF INTEREST IN ABSENCE OF LEGISLATION. The 
Legislature shall have authority to defi ne interest and fi x maximum rates of 
interest; provided, however, in the absence of legislaƟ on fi xing maximum rates 
of interest all contracts for a greater rate of interest than ten per centum (10%) 
per annum shall be deemed usurious; provided, further, that in contracts where 
no rate of interest is agreed upon, the rate shall not exceed six per centum (6%) 
per annum. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, Nov. 8, 1960, and Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provision for Sec. 11: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 12. MEMBERS OF CONGRESS; OFFICERS OF UNITED STATES OR 
FOREIGN POWER; INELIGIBILITY TO HOLD OFFICE. No member of Congress, 
nor person holding or exercising any offi  ce of profi t or trust, under the United 
States, or either of them, or under any foreign power, shall be eligible as a 
member of the Legislature, or hold or exercise any offi  ce of profi t or trust under 
this State.

Sec. 13. UNOPPOSED CANDIDATE FOR OFFICE. For an offi  ce for which this 
consƟ tuƟ on requires an elecƟ on, the legislature may provide by general law for 
a person to take the offi  ce without an elecƟ on if the person is the only candidate 
to qualify in an elecƟ on to be held for that offi  ce. (Former Sec. 13 repealed Aug. 
5, 1969; current Sec. 13 added Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 13A. UNOPPOSED CANDIDATE FOR OFFICE OF POLITICAL 
SUBDIVISION. For an offi  ce of a poliƟ cal subdivision for which this consƟ tuƟ on 
requires an elecƟ on, the legislature may provide by general law for a person 
to assume the offi  ce without an elecƟ on if the person is the only candidate 
to qualify in an elecƟ on to be held for that offi  ce. (Added Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 14. CIVIL OFFICERS; RESIDENCE; LOCATION OF OFFICES. All civil 
offi  cers shall reside within the State; and all district or county offi  cers within their 
districts or counƟ es, and shall keep their offi  ces at such places as may be required 
by law; and failure to comply with this condiƟ on shall vacate the offi  ce so held.

Sec. 15. SEPARATE AND COMMUNITY PROPERTY. All property, both real 
and personal, of a spouse owned or claimed before marriage, and that acquired 
aŌ erward by giŌ , devise or descent, shall be the separate property of that 
spouse; and laws shall be passed more clearly defi ning the rights of the spouses, 
in relaƟ on to separate and community property; provided that persons about 
to marry and spouses, without the intenƟ on to defraud pre-exisƟ ng creditors, 
may by wriƩ en instrument from Ɵ me to Ɵ me parƟ Ɵ on between themselves all 
or part of their property, then exisƟ ng or to be acquired, or exchange between 
themselves the community interest of one spouse or future spouse in any 
property for the community interest of the other spouse or future spouse in 
other community property then exisƟ ng or to be acquired, whereupon the 
porƟ on or interest set aside to each spouse shall be and consƟ tute a part of 
the separate property and estate of such spouse or future spouse; spouses also 
may from Ɵ me to Ɵ me, by wriƩ en instrument, agree between themselves that 
the income or property from all or part of the separate property then owned or 
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which thereaŌ er might be acquired by only one of them, shall be the separate 
property of that spouse; if one spouse makes a giŌ  of property to the other that 
giŌ  is presumed to include all the income or property which might arise from that 
giŌ  of property; spouses may agree in wriƟ ng that all or part of their community 
property becomes the property of the surviving spouse on the death of a spouse; 
and spouses may agree in wriƟ ng that all or part of the separate property owned 
by either or both of them shall be the spouses’ community property. (Amended 
Nov. 2, 1948, Nov. 4, 1980, Nov. 3, 1987, and Nov. 2, 1999.)

Sec.  16.  CORPORATIONS WITH BANKING AND DISCOUNTING 
PRIVILEGES. (a) The Legislature shall by general laws, authorize the incorporaƟ on 
of state banks and savings and loan associaƟ ons and shall provide for a system 
of State supervision, regulaƟ on and control of such bodies which will adequately 
protect and secure the depositors and creditors thereof.

No state bank shall be chartered unƟ l all of the authorized capital stock 
has been subscribed and paid in full in cash. Except as may be permiƩ ed by the 
Legislature pursuant to SubsecƟ ons (b), (d), and (e) of this SecƟ on 16, a state 
bank shall not be authorized to engage in business at more than one place which 
shall be designated in its charter; however, this restricƟ on shall not apply to any 
other type of fi nancial insƟ tuƟ on chartered under the laws of this state.

No foreign corporaƟ on, other than the naƟ onal banks of the United States 
domiciled in this State, shall be permiƩ ed to exercise banking or discounƟ ng 
privileges in this State.

(b) If it fi nds that the convenience of the public will be served thereby, the 
Legislature may authorize State and naƟ onal banks to establish and operate 
unmanned teller machines within the county or city of their domicile. Such 
machines may perform all banking funcƟ ons. Banks which are domiciled within 
a city lying in two or more counƟ es may be permiƩ ed to establish and operate 
unmanned teller machines within both the city and the county of their domicile. 
The Legislature shall provide that a bank shall have the right to share in the use of 
these teller machines, not situated at a banking house, which are located within 
the county or the city of the bank’s domicile, on a reasonable, nondiscriminatory 
basis, consistent with anƟ -trust laws. Banks may share the use of such machines 
within the county or city of their domicile with savings and loan associaƟ ons and 
credit unions which are domiciled in the same county or city.

(c) A state bank created by virtue of the power granted by this secƟ on, 
notwithstanding any other provision of this secƟ on, has the same rights and 
privileges that are or may be granted to naƟ onal banks of the United States 
domiciled in this State.

(d) The Legislature may authorize a state bank or naƟ onal bank of the United 
States domiciled in this State to engage in business at more than one place if it 
does so through the purchase and assumpƟ on of certain assets and liabiliƟ es 
of a failed state bank or a failed naƟ onal bank of the United States domiciled 
in this State.

(e) The Legislature shall authorize a state bank or naƟ onal bank of the 
United States domiciled in this State to establish and operate banking faciliƟ es 
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at locaƟ ons within the county or city of its domicile, subject to limitaƟ ons the 
Legislature imposes. The Legislature may permit a bank domiciled within a city 
located in two or more counƟ es to establish and operate branches within both the 
city and the county of its domicile, subject to limitaƟ ons the Legislature imposes.

(f) A bank may not be considered a branch or facility of another bank solely 
because it is owned or controlled by the same stockholders as the other bank, 
has common accounƟ ng and administraƟ ve systems with the other bank, or has 
a name similar to the other bank’s or because of a combinaƟ on of those factors. 
(Amended Nov. 8, 1904, and Aug. 23, 1937; Subsecs. (a) and (b) amended Nov. 
4, 1980; Subsec. (c) added Nov. 6, 1984; Subsecs. (a) and (c) amended and (d)-(f) 
added Nov. 4, 1986.)

Sec. 17. OFFICERS TO SERVE UNTIL SUCCESSORS QUALIFIED. All offi  cers 
within this State shall conƟ nue to perform the duƟ es of their offi  ces unƟ l their 
successors shall be duly qualifi ed.

Sec. 18. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
18: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 19. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 
19: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 20. MIXED ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES; INTOXICATING LIQUORS; 
WINES; REGULATION; LOCAL OPTION. (a) The Legislature shall have the 
power to enact a Mixed Beverage Law regulaƟ ng the sale of mixed alcoholic 
beverages on a local opƟ on elecƟ on basis. The Legislature shall also have the 
power to regulate the manufacture, sale, possession and transportaƟ on of 
intoxicaƟ ng liquors, including the power to establish a State Monopoly on the 
sale of disƟ lled liquors.

Should the Legislature enact any enabling laws in anticipation of this 
amendment, no such law shall be void by reason of its anƟ cipatory nature.

(b) The Legislature shall enact a law or laws whereby the qualifi ed voters of 
any county, jusƟ ce’s precinct or incorporated town or city, may, by a majority vote 
of those voƟ ng, determine from Ɵ me to Ɵ me whether the sale of intoxicaƟ ng 
liquors for beverage purposes shall be prohibited or legalized within the 
prescribed limits; and such laws shall contain provisions for voƟ ng on the sale 
of intoxicaƟ ng liquors of various types and various alcoholic content.

(c) In all counƟ es, jusƟ ce’s precincts or incorporated towns or ciƟ es wherein 
the sale of intoxicaƟ ng liquors had been prohibited by local opƟ on elecƟ ons 
held under the laws of the State of Texas and in force at the Ɵ me of the taking 
eff ect of SecƟ on 20, ArƟ cle XVI of the ConsƟ tuƟ on of Texas, it shall conƟ nue to 
be unlawful to manufacture, sell, barter or exchange in any such county, jusƟ ce’s 
precinct or incorporated town or city, any spirituous, vinous or malt liquors or 
medicated biƩ ers capable of producing intoxicaƟ on or any other intoxicants 
whatsoever, for beverage purposes, unless and unƟ l a majority of the qualifi ed 
voters in such county or poliƟ cal subdivision thereof voƟ ng in an elecƟ on held 
for such purpose shall determine such to be lawful; provided that this subsecƟ on 
shall not prohibit the sale of alcoholic beverages containing not more than 3.2 
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per cent alcohol by weight in ciƟ es, counƟ es or poliƟ cal subdivisions thereof in 
which the qualifi ed voters have voted to legalize such sale under the provisions 
of Chapter 116, Acts of the Regular Session of the 43rd Legislature.

(d) The legislature may enact laws and direct the Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission or its successor to set policies for all wineries in this state, regardless 
of whether the winery is located in an area in which the sale of wine has or 
has not been authorized by local opƟ on elecƟ on, for the manufacturing of 
wine, including the on-premises selling of wine to the ulƟ mate consumer for 
consumpƟ on on or off  the winery premises, the buying of wine from or the selling 
of wine to any other person authorized under general law to purchase and sell 
wine in this state, and the dispensing of wine without charge, for tasƟ ng purposes, 
for consumpƟ on on the winery premises, and for any purpose to promote the 
wine industry in this state. (Amended Aug. 11, 1891, May 24, 1919, Aug. 26, 1933, 
Aug. 24, 1935, and Nov. 3, 1970; Subsec. (d) added Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 21. PUBLIC PRINTING AND BINDING; REPAIRS AND FURNISHINGS; 
CONTRACTS. All staƟ onery, prinƟ ng, fuel used in the legislature and departments 
of the government other than the judicial department, prinƟ ng and binding of 
the laws, journals, and department reports, and all other prinƟ ng and binding 
and the repairing and furnishing of the halls and rooms used during meeƟ ngs 
of the legislature and in commiƩ ees, except proclamaƟ ons and such products 
and services as may be done by handicapped individuals employed in nonprofi t 
rehabilitaƟ on faciliƟ es providing sheltered employment to the handicapped in 
Texas, shall be performed under contract, to be given to the lowest responsible 
bidder, below such maximum price and under such regulaƟ ons as shall be 
prescribed by law. No member or offi  cer of any department of the government 
shall in any way have a fi nancial interest in such contracts, and all such contracts 
or programs involving the state use of the products and services of handicapped 
individuals shall be subject to such requirements as might be established by the 
legislature. (Amended Nov. 7, 1978.)

Sec. 22. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 
22: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 23. REGULATION OF LIVE STOCK; PROTECTION OF STOCK RAISERS; 
INSPECTIONS; BRANDS. The Legislature may pass laws for the regulaƟ on of 
live stock and the protecƟ on of stock raisers in the stock raising porƟ on of the 
State, and exempt from the operaƟ on of such laws other porƟ ons, secƟ ons, or 
counƟ es; and shall have power to pass general and special laws for the inspecƟ on 
of caƩ le, stock and hides and for the regulaƟ on of brands; provided, that any local 
law thus passed shall be submiƩ ed to the qualifi ed voters of the secƟ on to be 
aff ected thereby, and approved by them, before it shall go into eff ect. (Amended 
Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 23: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 24. ROADS AND BRIDGES. The Legislature shall make provision for 
laying out and working public roads, for the building of bridges, and for uƟ lizing 
fi nes, forfeitures, and convict labor to all these purposes.

Sec. 25. DRAWBACKS AND REBATEMENT TO CARRIERS, SHIPPERS, 
MERCHANTS, ETC. That all drawbacks and rebatement of insurance, freight, 
transportaƟ on, carriage, wharfage, storage, compressing, baling, repairing, or 
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for any other kind of labor or service of, or to any coƩ on, grain, or any other 
produce or arƟ cle of commerce in this State, paid or allowed or contracted for, 
to any common carrier, shipper, merchant, commission merchant, factor, agent, 
or middleman of any kind, not the true and absolute owner thereof, are forever 
prohibited, and it shall be the duty of the Legislature to pass eff ecƟ ve laws 
punishing all persons in this State who pay, receive or contract for, or respecƟ ng 
the same.

Sec. 26. HOMICIDE; LIABILITY IN DAMAGES. Every person, corporaƟ on, or 
company, that may commit a homicide, through wilful act, or omission, or gross 
neglect, shall be responsible, in exemplary damages, to the surviving husband, 
widow, heirs of his or her body, or such of them as there may be, without regard 
to any criminal proceeding that may or may not be had in relaƟ on to the homicide.

Sec. 27. VACANCIES FILLED FOR UNEXPIRED TERM. In all elecƟ ons to fi ll 
vacancies of offi  ce in this State, it shall be to fi ll the unexpired term only.

Sec. 28. GARNISHMENT OF WAGES. No current wages for personal 
service shall ever be subject to garnishment, except for the enforcement of 
court-ordered:

(1) child support payments; or
(2) spousal maintenance. (Amended Nov. 8, 1983, and Nov. 2, 1999.)
Sec. 29. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 30. DURATION OF OFFICES; RAILROAD COMMISSION. (a) The 

duraƟ on of all offi  ces not fi xed by this ConsƟ tuƟ on shall never exceed two years.
(b) When a Railroad Commission is created by law it shall be composed of 

three Commissioners who shall be elected by the people at a general elecƟ on 
for State offi  cers, and their terms of offi  ce shall be six years. And one Railroad 
Commissioner shall be elected every two years. In case of vacancy in said offi  ce 
the Governor of the State shall fi ll said vacancy by appointment unƟ l the next 
general elecƟ on.

(c) The Legislature may provide that members of the governing board of a 
district or authority created by authority of ArƟ cle III, SecƟ on 48-e, ArƟ cle III, 
SecƟ on 52(b)(1) or (2), or ArƟ cle XVI, SecƟ on 59, of this ConsƟ tuƟ on serve terms 
not to exceed four years.

(d) The Legislature by general or special law may provide that members of 
the governing board of a hospital district serve terms not to exceed four years. 
(Amended Nov. 6, 1894, and Nov. 2, 1982; Subsec. (d) added Nov. 7, 1989; Subsec. 
(b) amended Nov. 2, 1999; Subsec. (c) amended Nov. 3, 2009.) (Temporary 
transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 30: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 30a. MEMBERS OF BOARDS; TERMS OF OFFICE. The Legislature may 
provide by law that the Board of Regents of the State University and boards of 
trustees or managers of the educaƟ onal, eleemosynary, and penal insƟ tuƟ ons of 
the State, and such boards as have been, or may hereaŌ er be established by law, 
may be composed of an odd number of three or more members who serve for 
a term of six (6) years, with one-third, or as near as one-third as possible, of the 
members of such boards to be elected or appointed every two (2) years in such 
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manner as the Legislature may determine; vacancies in such offi  ces to be fi lled 
as may be provided by law, and the Legislature shall enact suitable laws to give 
eff ect to this secƟ on. The Legislature may provide by law that a board required 
by this consƟ tuƟ on be composed of members of any number divisible by three 
(3) who serve for a term of six (6) years, with one-third of the members elected 
or appointed every two (2) years. (Added Nov. 5, 1912; amended Nov. 2, 1999.)

Sec. 30b. CIVIL SERVICE OFFICES; DURATION. Wherever by virtue of 
Statute or charter provisions appoinƟ ve offi  ces of any municipality are placed 
under the terms and provisions of Civil Service and rules are set up governing 
appointment to and removal from such offi  ces, the provisions of ArƟ cle 16, 
SecƟ on 30, of the Texas ConsƟ tuƟ on limiƟ ng the duraƟ on of all offi  ces not fi xed 
by the ConsƟ tuƟ on to two (2) years shall not apply, but the duraƟ on of such 
offi  ces shall be governed by the provisions of the Civil Service law or charter 
provisions applicable thereto. (Added Nov. 5, 1940.)

Sec. 31. PRACTITIONERS OF MEDICINE. The Legislature may pass laws 
prescribing the qualifi caƟ ons of pracƟ Ɵ oners of medicine in this State, and to 
punish persons for mal-pracƟ ce, but no preference shall ever be given by law to 
any schools of medicine.

Sec. 32. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 33. SALARY OR COMPENSATION PAYMENTS TO PERSONS HOLDING 

MORE THAN ONE OFFICE. The accounƟ ng offi  cers in this State shall neither 
draw nor pay a warrant or check on funds of the State of Texas, whether in the 
treasury or otherwise, to any person for salary or compensaƟ on who holds at 
the same Ɵ me more than one civil offi  ce of emolument, in violaƟ on of SecƟ on 
40. (Amended Nov. 2, 1926, Nov. 8, 1932, Nov. 11, 1967, and Nov. 7, 1972.)

Sec. 34. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 35. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 36. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 37. LIENS OF MECHANICS, ARTISANS, AND MATERIAL MEN. 

Mechanics, arƟ sans and material men, of every class, shall have a lien upon the 
buildings and arƟ cles made or repaired by them for the value of their labor done 
thereon, or material furnished therefor; and the Legislature shall provide by law 
for the speedy and effi  cient enforcement of said liens.

Sec. 38. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 39. APPROPRIATIONS FOR HISTORICAL MEMORIALS. The Legislature 

may, from Ɵ me to Ɵ me, make appropriaƟ ons for preserving and perpetuaƟ ng 
memorials of the history of Texas, by means of monuments, statues, painƟ ngs 
and documents of historical value.

Sec. 40. HOLDING MORE THAN ONE OFFICE; EXCEPTIONS; RIGHT TO VOTE. 
(a) No person shall hold or exercise at the same Ɵ me, more than one civil offi  ce 
of emolument, except that of JusƟ ce of the Peace, County Commissioner, Notary 
Public and Postmaster, Offi  cer of the NaƟ onal Guard, the NaƟ onal Guard Reserve, 
and the Offi  cers Reserve Corps of the United States and enlisted men of the 
NaƟ onal Guard, the NaƟ onal Guard Reserve, and the Organized Reserves of the 
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United States, and reƟ red offi  cers of the United States Army, Air Force, Navy, 
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, and reƟ red warrant offi  cers, and reƟ red enlisted 
men of the United States Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, 
and offi  cers and enlisted members of the Texas State Guard and any other acƟ ve 
miliƟ a or military force organized under state law, and the offi  cers and directors 
of soil and water conservaƟ on districts, unless otherwise specially provided 
herein. Provided, that nothing in this ConsƟ tuƟ on shall be construed to prohibit 
an offi  cer or enlisted man of the NaƟ onal Guard, the NaƟ onal Guard Reserve, the 
Texas State Guard, and any other acƟ ve miliƟ a or military force organized under 
state law, or an offi  cer in the Offi  cers Reserve Corps of the United States, or an 
enlisted man in the Organized Reserves of the United States, or reƟ red offi  cers 
of the United States Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, and 
reƟ red warrant offi  cers, and reƟ red enlisted men of the United States Army, Air 
Force, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, and offi  cers of the State soil and 
water conservaƟ on districts, from holding at the same Ɵ me any other offi  ce or 
posiƟ on of honor, trust or profi t, under this State or the United States, or from 
voƟ ng at any elecƟ on, general, special or primary in this State when otherwise 
qualifi ed.

(b) State employees or other individuals who receive all or part of their 
compensaƟ on either directly or indirectly from funds of the State of Texas and 
who are not State offi  cers, shall not be barred from serving as members of the 
governing bodies of school districts, ciƟ es, towns, or other local governmental 
districts. Such State employees or other individuals may not receive a salary for 
serving as members of such governing bodies, except that:

(1) a schoolteacher, reƟ red schoolteacher, or reƟ red school administrator 
may receive compensaƟ on for serving as a member of a governing body of a 
school district, city, town, or local governmental district, including a water district 
created under SecƟ on 59, ArƟ cle XVI, or SecƟ on 52, ArƟ cle III; and

(2) a faculty member or reƟ red faculty member of a public insƟ tuƟ on 
of higher educaƟ on may receive compensaƟ on for serving as a member of a 
governing body of a water district created under SecƟ on 59 of this arƟ cle or 
under SecƟ on 52, ArƟ cle III, of this consƟ tuƟ on.

(c) It is further provided that a nonelecƟ ve State offi  cer may hold other 
nonelecƟ ve offi  ces under the State or the United States, if the other offi  ce is of 
benefi t to the State of Texas or is required by the State or Federal law, and there is 
no confl ict with the original offi  ce for which he receives salary or compensaƟ on.

(d) No member of the Legislature of this State may hold any other offi  ce or 
posiƟ on of profi t under this State, or the United States, except as a notary public 
if qualifi ed by law. (Amended Nov. 2, 1926, Nov. 8, 1932, Nov. 7, 1972, Nov. 6, 
2001, and Sept. 13, 2003; Subsec. (a) amended Nov. 3, 2009.)

Sec. 41. BRIBERY AND ACCEPTANCE OF BRIBES. Any person who shall, 
directly or indirectly, off er, give, or promise, any money or thing of value, 
tesƟ monial, privilege or personal advantage, to any execuƟ ve or judicial offi  cer 
or member of the Legislature to infl uence him in the performance of any of his 
public or offi  cial duƟ es, shall be guilty of bribery, and be punished in such manner 
as shall be provided by law. And any member of the Legislature or execuƟ ve or
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judicial offi  cer who shall solicit, demand or receive, or consent to receive, directly 
or indirectly, for himself, or for another, from any company, corporaƟ on or person, 
any money, appointment, employment, tesƟ monial, reward, thing of value or 
employment, or of personal advantage or promise thereof, for his vote or offi  cial 
infl uence, or for withholding the same, or with any understanding, expressed or 
implied, that his vote or offi  cial acƟ on shall be in any way infl uenced thereby, 
or who shall solicit, demand and receive any such money or other advantage 
maƩ er or thing aforesaid for another, as the consideraƟ on of his vote or offi  cial 
infl uence, in consideraƟ on of the payment or promise of such money, advantage, 
maƩ er or thing to another, shall be held guilty of bribery, within the meaning of 
the ConsƟ tuƟ on, and shall incur the disabiliƟ es provided for said off enses, with 
a forfeiture of the offi  ce they may hold, and such other addiƟ onal punishment 
as is or shall be provided by law.

Sec. 42. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 43. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 

43: see Appendix, Note 3.)
Sec. 44. COUNTY TREASURER AND COUNTY SURVEYOR. (a) Except as 

otherwise provided by this secƟ on, the Legislature shall prescribe the duƟ es and 
provide for the elecƟ on by the qualifi ed voters of each county in this State, of a 
County Treasurer and a County Surveyor, who shall have an offi  ce at the county 
seat, and hold their offi  ce for four years, and unƟ l their successors are qualifi ed; 
and shall have such compensaƟ on as may be provided by law.

(b) The offi  ce of County Treasurer or County Surveyor does not exist in 
those counƟ es in which the offi  ce has been abolished pursuant to consƟ tuƟ onal 
amendment or pursuant to the authority of SubsecƟ on (c) of this secƟ on.

(c) The Commissioners Court of a county may call an elecƟ on to abolish 
the offi  ce of County Surveyor in the county. The offi  ce of County Surveyor in 
the county is abolished if a majority of the voters of the county voƟ ng on the 
quesƟ on at that elecƟ on approve the aboliƟ on. If an elecƟ on is called under 
this subsecƟ on, the Commissioners Court shall order the ballot for the elecƟ on 
to be printed to provide for voƟ ng for or against the proposiƟ on: “Abolishing 
the offi  ce of county surveyor of this county.” If the offi  ce of County Surveyor 
is abolished under this subsecƟ on, the maps, fi eld notes, and other records 
in the custody of the County Surveyor are transferred to the county offi  cer or 
employee designated by the Commissioners Court of the county in which the 
offi  ce is abolished, and the Commissioners Court may from Ɵ me to Ɵ me change 
its designaƟ on as it considers appropriate. (Amended Nov. 2, 1954; Subsec. (a) 
amended and (b) and (c) added Nov. 2, 1982; Subsec. (a) amended and (b)(1) 
added Nov. 6, 1984; Subsecs. (a)-(c) amended and (d)-(f) added Nov. 5, 1985; 
Subsecs. (c) and (d) amended and (f) and (g) added Nov. 3, 1987; Subsec. (f) 
added Nov. 7, 1989; Subsec. (e) amended and two Subsecs. (h) added Nov. 2, 
1993; Subsec. (h), as added by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., R.S., H.J.R. 21, relaƟ ng to 
the offi  ce of County Surveyor in Jackson County, repealed Nov. 4, 1997; Subsec. 
(b) amended, Subsecs. (c)-(g) deleted, and Subsec. (h), as added by Acts 1993, 
73rd Leg., R.S., H.J.R. 37, relaƟ ng to aboliƟ on of the offi  ce of County Surveyor, 
redesignated as Subsec. (c) Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for 
Sec. 44: see Appendix, Note 1.)
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Sec. 45. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 46. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 47. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 

47: see Appendix, Note 1.)
Sec. 48. EXISTING LAWS TO CONTINUE IN FORCE. All laws and parts 

of laws now in force in the State of Texas, which are not repugnant to the 
ConsƟ tuƟ on of the United States, or to this ConsƟ tuƟ on, shall conƟ nue and 
remain in force as the laws of this State, unƟ l they expire by their own limitaƟ on 
or shall be amended or repealed by the Legislature.

Sec. 49. PROTECTION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY FROM FORCED SALE. 
The Legislature shall have power, and it shall be its duty, to protect by law from 
forced sale a certain porƟ on of the personal property of all heads of families, 
and also of unmarried adults, male and female.

Sec. 50. HOMESTEAD; PROTECTION FROM FORCED SALE; MORTGAGES, 
TRUST DEEDS, AND LIENS. (a) The homestead of a family, or of a single adult 
person, shall be, and is hereby protected from forced sale, for the payment of 
all debts except for:

(1) the purchase money thereof, or a part of such purchase money;
(2) the taxes due thereon;
(3) an owelty of parƟ Ɵ on imposed against the enƟ rety of the property by a 

court order or by a wriƩ en agreement of the parƟ es to the parƟ Ɵ on, including 
a debt of one spouse in favor of the other spouse resulƟ ng from a division or an 
award of a family homestead in a divorce proceeding;

(4) the refi nance of a lien against a homestead, including a federal tax 
lien resulƟ ng from the tax debt of both spouses, if the homestead is a family 
homestead, or from the tax debt of the owner;

(5) work and material used in construcƟ ng new improvements thereon, if 
contracted for in wriƟ ng, or work and material used to repair or renovate exisƟ ng 
improvements thereon if:

(A) the work and material are contracted for in wriƟ ng, with the consent of 
both spouses, in the case of a family homestead, given in the same manner as 
is required in making a sale and conveyance of the homestead;

(B) the contract for the work and material is not executed by the owner or 
the owner’s spouse before the fi Ō h day aŌ er the owner makes wriƩ en applicaƟ on 
for any extension of credit for the work and material, unless the work and material 
are necessary to complete immediate repairs to condiƟ ons on the homestead 
property that materially aff ect the health or safety of the owner or person residing 
in the homestead and the owner of the homestead acknowledges such in wriƟ ng;

(C) the contract for the work and material expressly provides that the 
owner may rescind the contract without penalty or charge within three days 
aŌ er the execuƟ on of the contract by all parƟ es, unless the work and material 
are necessary to complete immediate repairs to condiƟ ons on the homestead 
property that materially aff ect the health or safety of the owner or person 
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residing in the homestead and the owner of the homestead acknowledges such 
in wriƟ ng; and

(D) the contract for the work and material is executed by the owner and the 
owner’s spouse only at the offi  ce of a third-party lender making an extension of 
credit for the work and material, an aƩ orney at law, or a Ɵ tle company;

(6) an extension of credit that:
(A) is secured by a voluntary lien on the homestead created under a wriƩ en 

agreement with the consent of each owner and each owner’s spouse;
(B) is of a principal amount that when added to the aggregate total of 

the outstanding principal balances of all other indebtedness secured by valid 
encumbrances of record against the homestead does not exceed 80 percent of the 
fair market value of the homestead on the date the extension of credit is made;

(C) is without recourse for personal liability against each owner and the 
spouse of each owner, unless the owner or spouse obtained the extension of 
credit by actual fraud;

(D) is secured by a lien that may be foreclosed upon only by a court order;
(E) does not require the owner or the owner’s spouse to pay, in addiƟ on 

to any interest, fees to any person that are necessary to originate, evaluate, 
maintain, record, insure, or service the extension of credit that exceed, in the 
aggregate, three percent of the original principal amount of the extension of 
credit;

(F) is not a form of open-end account that may be debited from Ɵ me to Ɵ me 
or under which credit may be extended from Ɵ me to Ɵ me unless the open-end 
account is a home equity line of credit;

(G) is payable in advance without penalty or other charge;
(H) is not secured by any addiƟ onal real or personal property other than 

the homestead;
(I) is not secured by homestead property that on the date of closing is 

designated for agricultural use as provided by statutes governing property tax, 
unless such homestead property is used primarily for the producƟ on of milk;

(J) may not be accelerated because of a decrease in the market value of 
the homestead or because of the owner’s default under other indebtedness not 
secured by a prior valid encumbrance against the homestead;

(K) is the only debt secured by the homestead at the Ɵ me the extension 
of credit is made unless the other debt was made for a purpose described by 
SubsecƟ ons (a)(1)-(a)(5) or SubsecƟ on (a)(8) of this secƟ on;

(L) is scheduled to be repaid:
(i) in substanƟ ally equal successive periodic installments, not more oŌ en 

than every 14 days and not less oŌ en than monthly, beginning no later than 
two months from the date the extension of credit is made, each of which equals 
or exceeds the amount of accrued interest as of the date of the scheduled 
installment; or
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(ii) if the extension of credit is a home equity line of credit, in periodic 
payments described under SubsecƟ on (t)(8) of this secƟ on;

(M) is closed not before:
(i) the 12th day aŌ er the later of the date that the owner of the homestead 

submits a loan applicaƟ on to the lender for the extension of credit or the date 
that the lender provides the owner a copy of the noƟ ce prescribed by SubsecƟ on 
(g) of this secƟ on;

(ii) one business day aŌ er the date that the owner of the homestead receives 
a copy of the loan applicaƟ on if not previously provided and a fi nal itemized 
disclosure of the actual fees, points, interest, costs, and charges that will be 
charged at closing. If a bona fi de emergency or another good cause exists and 
the lender obtains the wriƩ en consent of the owner, the lender may provide 
the documentaƟ on to the owner or the lender may modify previously provided 
documentaƟ on on the date of closing; and

(iii) the fi rst anniversary of the closing date of any other extension of credit 
described by SubsecƟ on (a)(6) of this secƟ on secured by the same homestead 
property, except a refi nance described by Paragraph (Q)(x)(f) of this subdivision, 
unless the owner on oath requests an earlier closing due to a state of emergency 
that:

(a) has been declared by the president of the United States or the governor 
as provided by law; and

(b) applies to the area where the homestead is located;
(N) is closed only at the offi  ce of the lender, an aƩ orney at law, or a Ɵ tle 

company;
(O) permits a lender to contract for and receive any fi xed or variable rate 

of interest authorized under statute;
(P) is made by one of the following that has not been found by a federal 

regulatory agency to have engaged in the pracƟ ce of refusing to make loans 
because the applicants for the loans reside or the property proposed to secure 
the loans is located in a certain area:

(i) a bank, savings and loan associaƟ on, savings bank, or credit union doing 
business under the laws of this state or the United States;

(ii) a federally chartered lending instrumentality or a person approved as 
a mortgagee by the United States government to make federally insured loans;

(iii) a person licensed to make regulated loans, as provided by statute of 
this state;

(iv) a person who sold the homestead property to the current owner and 
who provided all or part of the fi nancing for the purchase;

(v) a person who is related to the homestead property owner within the 
second degree of affi  nity or consanguinity; or

(vi) a person regulated by this state as a mortgage broker; and
(Q) is made on the condiƟ on that:
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(i) the owner of the homestead is not required to apply the proceeds of the 
extension of credit to repay another debt except debt secured by the homestead 
or debt to another lender;

(ii) the owner of the homestead not assign wages as security for the 
extension of credit;

(iii) the owner of the homestead not sign any instrument in which blanks 
relaƟ ng to substanƟ ve terms of agreement are leŌ  to be fi lled in;

(iv) the owner of the homestead not sign a confession of judgment or power 
of aƩ orney to the lender or to a third person to confess judgment or to appear 
for the owner in a judicial proceeding;

(v) at the Ɵ me the extension of credit is made, the owner of the homestead 
shall receive a copy of the fi nal loan applicaƟ on and all executed documents 
signed by the owner at closing related to the extension of credit;

(vi) the security instruments securing the extension of credit contain a 
disclosure that the extension of credit is the type of credit defi ned by SecƟ on 
50(a)(6), ArƟ cle XVI, Texas ConsƟ tuƟ on;

(vii) within a reasonable Ɵ me aŌ er terminaƟ on and full payment of the 
extension of credit, the lender cancel and return the promissory note to the 
owner of the homestead and give the owner, in recordable form, a release of the 
lien securing the extension of credit or a copy of an endorsement and assignment 
of the lien to a lender that is refi nancing the extension of credit;

(viii) the owner of the homestead and any spouse of the owner may, within 
three days aŌ er the extension of credit is made, rescind the extension of credit 
without penalty or charge;

(ix) the owner of the homestead and the lender sign a written 
acknowledgment as to the fair market value of the homestead property on the 
date the extension of credit is made;

(x) except as provided by Subparagraph (xi) of this paragraph, the lender or 
any holder of the note for the extension of credit shall forfeit all principal and 
interest of the extension of credit if the lender or holder fails to comply with the 
lender’s or holder’s obligaƟ ons under the extension of credit and fails to correct 
the failure to comply not later than the 60th day aŌ er the date the lender or 
holder is noƟ fi ed by the borrower of the lender’s failure to comply by:

(a) paying to the owner an amount equal to any overcharge paid by the 
owner under or related to the extension of credit if the owner has paid an 
amount that exceeds an amount stated in the applicable Paragraph (E), (G), or 
(O) of this subdivision;

(b) sending the owner a wriƩ en acknowledgement that the lien is valid 
only in the amount that the extension of credit does not exceed the percentage 
described by Paragraph (B) of this subdivision, if applicable, or is not secured by 
property described under Paragraph (H) or (I) of this subdivision, if applicable;

(c) sending the owner a written notice modifying any other amount, 
percentage, term, or other provision prohibited by this secƟ on to a permiƩ ed 
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amount, percentage, term, or other provision and adjusƟ ng the account of 
the borrower to ensure that the borrower is not required to pay more than an 
amount permiƩ ed by this secƟ on and is not subject to any other term or provision 
prohibited by this secƟ on;

(d) delivering the required documents to the borrower if the lender fails 
to comply with Subparagraph (v) of this paragraph or obtaining the appropriate 
signatures if the lender fails to comply with Subparagraph (ix) of this paragraph;

(e) sending the owner a wriƩ en acknowledgement, if the failure to comply 
is prohibited by Paragraph (K) of this subdivision, that the accrual of interest and 
all of the owner’s obligaƟ ons under the extension of credit are abated while any 
prior lien prohibited under Paragraph (K) remains secured by the homestead; or

(f) if the failure to comply cannot be cured under Subparagraphs (x)(a)-(e) 
of this paragraph, curing the failure to comply by a refund or credit to the owner 
of $1,000 and off ering the owner the right to refi nance the extension of credit 
with the lender or holder for the remaining term of the loan at no cost to the 
owner on the same terms, including interest, as the original extension of credit 
with any modifi caƟ ons necessary to comply with this secƟ on or on terms on 
which the owner and the lender or holder otherwise agree that comply with 
this secƟ on; and

(xi) the lender or any holder of the note for the extension of credit shall 
forfeit all principal and interest of the extension of credit if the extension of credit 
is made by a person other than a person described under Paragraph (P) of this 
subdivision or if the lien was not created under a wriƩ en agreement with the 
consent of each owner and each owner’s spouse, unless each owner and each 
owner’s spouse who did not iniƟ ally consent subsequently consents;

(7) a reverse mortgage; or
(8) the conversion and refi nance of a personal property lien secured by a 

manufactured home to a lien on real property, including the refi nance of the 
purchase price of the manufactured home, the cost of installing the manufactured 
home on the real property, and the refi nance of the purchase price of the real 
property.

(b) An owner or claimant of the property claimed as homestead may not sell 
or abandon the homestead without the consent of each owner and the spouse 
of each owner, given in such manner as may be prescribed by law.

(c) No mortgage, trust deed, or other lien on the homestead shall ever be 
valid unless it secures a debt described by this secƟ on, whether such mortgage, 
trust deed, or other lien, shall have been created by the owner alone, or together 
with his or her spouse, in case the owner is married. All pretended sales of the 
homestead involving any condiƟ on of defeasance shall be void.

(d) A purchaser or lender for value without actual knowledge may 
conclusively rely on an affi  davit that designates other property as the homestead 
of the affi  ant and that states that the property to be conveyed or encumbered 
is not the homestead of the affi  ant.
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(e) A refi nance of debt secured by a homestead and described by any 
subsecƟ on under SubsecƟ ons (a)(1)-(a)(5) that includes the advance of addiƟ onal 
funds may not be secured by a valid lien against the homestead unless:

(1) the refi nance of the debt is an extension of credit described by SubsecƟ on 
(a)(6) of this secƟ on; or

(2) the advance of all the addiƟ onal funds is for reasonable costs necessary 
to refi nance such debt or for a purpose described by SubsecƟ on (a)(2), (a)(3), 
or (a)(5) of this secƟ on.

(f) A refi nance of debt secured by the homestead, any porƟ on of which is 
an extension of credit described by SubsecƟ on (a)(6) of this secƟ on, may not be 
secured by a valid lien against the homestead unless the refi nance of the debt 
is an extension of credit described by SubsecƟ on (a)(6) or (a)(7) of this secƟ on.

(g) An extension of credit described by SubsecƟ on (a)(6) of this secƟ on may 
be secured by a valid lien against homestead property if the extension of credit 
is not closed before the 12th day aŌ er the lender provides the owner with the 
following wriƩ en noƟ ce on a separate instrument:

“NOTICE CONCERNING EXTENSIONS OF CREDIT DEFINED BY 
SECTION 50(a)(6), ARTICLE XVI, TEXAS CONSTITUTION:

“SECTION 50(a)(6), ARTICLE XVI, OF THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION 
ALLOWS CERTAIN LOANS TO BE SECURED AGAINST THE EQUITY 
IN YOUR HOME. SUCH LOANS ARE COMMONLY KNOWN AS EQUITY 
LOANS. IF YOU DO NOT REPAY THE LOAN OR IF YOU FAIL TO MEET 
THE TERMS OF THE LOAN, THE LENDER MAY FORECLOSE AND SELL 
YOUR HOME. THE CONSTITUTION PROVIDES THAT:

“(A) THE LOAN MUST BE VOLUNTARILY CREATED WITH THE 
CONSENT OF EACH OWNER OF YOUR HOME AND EACH OWNER’S 
SPOUSE;

“(B) THE PRINCIPAL LOAN AMOUNT AT THE TIME THE LOAN IS 
MADE MUST NOT EXCEED AN AMOUNT THAT, WHEN ADDED TO THE 
PRINCIPAL BALANCES OF ALL OTHER LIENS AGAINST YOUR HOME, 
IS MORE THAN 80 PERCENT OF THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF YOUR 
HOME;

“(C) THE LOAN MUST BE WITHOUT RECOURSE FOR PERSONAL 
LIABILITY AGAINST YOU AND YOUR SPOUSE UNLESS YOU OR YOUR 
SPOUSE OBTAINED THIS EXTENSION OF CREDIT BY ACTUAL FRAUD;

“(D) THE LIEN SECURING THE LOAN MAY BE FORECLOSED UPON 
ONLY WITH A COURT ORDER;

“(E) FEES AND CHARGES TO MAKE THE LOAN MAY NOT EXCEED 
3 PERCENT OF THE LOAN AMOUNT;

“(F) THE LOAN MAY NOT BE AN OPEN-END ACCOUNT THAT MAY 
BE DEBITED FROM TIME TO TIME OR UNDER WHICH CREDIT MAY 
BE EXTENDED FROM TIME TO TIME UNLESS IT IS A HOME EQUITY 
LINE OF CREDIT;
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“(G) YOU MAY PREPAY THE LOAN WITHOUT PENALTY OR 
CHARGE;

“(H) NO ADDITIONAL COLLATERAL MAY BE SECURITY FOR THE 
LOAN;

“(I) THE LOAN MAY NOT BE SECURED BY HOMESTEAD PROPERTY 
THAT IS DESIGNATED FOR AGRICULTURAL USE AS OF THE DATE OF 
CLOSING, UNLESS THE AGRICULTURAL HOMESTEAD PROPERTY IS 
USED PRIMARILY FOR THE PRODUCTION OF MILK;

“(J) YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO REPAY THE LOAN EARLIER THAN 
AGREED SOLELY BECAUSE THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
DECREASES OR BECAUSE YOU DEFAULT ON ANOTHER LOAN THAT 
IS NOT SECURED BY YOUR HOME;

“(K) ONLY ONE LOAN DESCRIBED BY SECTION 50(a)(6), ARTICLE 
XVI, OF THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION MAY BE SECURED WITH YOUR 
HOME AT ANY GIVEN TIME;

“(L) THE LOAN MUST BE SCHEDULED TO BE REPAID IN PAYMENTS 
THAT EQUAL OR EXCEED THE AMOUNT OF ACCRUED INTEREST FOR 
EACH PAYMENT PERIOD;

“(M) THE LOAN MAY NOT CLOSE BEFORE 12 DAYS AFTER YOU 
SUBMIT A LOAN APPLICATION TO THE LENDER OR BEFORE 12 DAYS 
AFTER YOU RECEIVE THIS NOTICE, WHICHEVER DATE IS LATER; AND 
MAY NOT WITHOUT YOUR CONSENT CLOSE BEFORE ONE BUSINESS 
DAY AFTER THE DATE ON WHICH YOU RECEIVE A COPY OF YOUR 
LOAN APPLICATION IF NOT PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED AND A FINAL 
ITEMIZED DISCLOSURE OF THE ACTUAL FEES, POINTS, INTEREST, 
COSTS, AND CHARGES THAT WILL BE CHARGED AT CLOSING; AND IF 
YOUR HOME WAS SECURITY FOR THE SAME TYPE OF LOAN WITHIN 
THE PAST YEAR, A NEW LOAN SECURED BY THE SAME PROPERTY 
MAY NOT CLOSE BEFORE ONE YEAR HAS PASSED FROM THE CLOSING 
DATE OF THE OTHER LOAN, UNLESS ON OATH YOU REQUEST AN 
EARLIER CLOSING DUE TO A DECLARED STATE OF EMERGENCY;

“(N) THE LOAN MAY CLOSE ONLY AT THE OFFICE OF THE LENDER, 
TITLE COMPANY, OR AN ATTORNEY AT LAW;

“(O) THE LENDER MAY CHARGE ANY FIXED OR VARIABLE RATE 
OF INTEREST AUTHORIZED BY STATUTE;

“(P) ONLY A LAWFULLY AUTHORIZED LENDER MAY MAKE 
LOANS DESCRIBED BY SECTION 50(a)(6), ARTICLE XVI, OF THE TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION;

“(Q) LOANS DESCRIBED BY SECTION 50(a)(6), ARTICLE XVI, OF 
THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION MUST:

“(1) NOT REQUIRE YOU TO APPLY THE PROCEEDS TO ANOTHER 
DEBT EXCEPT A DEBT THAT IS SECURED BY YOUR HOME OR OWED 
TO ANOTHER LENDER;
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“(2) NOT REQUIRE THAT YOU ASSIGN WAGES AS SECURITY;
“(3) NOT REQUIRE THAT YOU EXECUTE INSTRUMENTS WHICH 

HAVE BLANKS FOR SUBSTANTIVE TERMS OF AGREEMENT LEFT TO 
BE FILLED IN;

“(4) NOT REQUIRE THAT YOU SIGN A CONFESSION OF JUDGMENT 
OR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ANOTHER PERSON TO CONFESS 
JUDGMENT OR APPEAR IN A LEGAL PROCEEDING ON YOUR BEHALF;

“(5) PROVIDE THAT YOU RECEIVE A COPY OF YOUR FINAL 
LOAN APPLICATION AND ALL EXECUTED DOCUMENTS YOU SIGN 
AT CLOSING;

“(6) PROVIDE THAT THE SECURITY INSTRUMENTS CONTAIN A 
DISCLOSURE THAT THIS LOAN IS A LOAN DEFINED BY SECTION 50(a)
(6), ARTICLE XVI, OF THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION;

“(7) PROVIDE THAT WHEN THE LOAN IS PAID IN FULL, THE 
LENDER WILL SIGN AND GIVE YOU A RELEASE OF LIEN OR AN 
ASSIGNMENT OF THE LIEN, WHICHEVER IS APPROPRIATE;

“(8) PROVIDE THAT YOU MAY, WITHIN 3 DAYS AFTER CLOSING, 
RESCIND THE LOAN WITHOUT PENALTY OR CHARGE;

“(9) PROVIDE THAT YOU AND THE LENDER ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF YOUR HOME ON THE DATE THE LOAN 
CLOSES; AND

“(10) PROVIDE THAT THE LENDER WILL FORFEIT ALL PRINCIPAL 
AND INTEREST IF THE LENDER FAILS TO COMPLY WITH THE LENDER’S 
OBLIGATIONS UNLESS THE LENDER CURES THE FAILURE TO COMPLY 
AS PROVIDED BY SECTION 50(a)(6)(Q)(x), ARTICLE XVI, OF THE TEXAS 
CONSTITUTION; AND

“(R) IF THE LOAN IS A HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT:
“(1) YOU MAY REQUEST ADVANCES, REPAY MONEY, AND 

REBORROW MONEY UNDER THE LINE OF CREDIT;
“(2) EACH ADVANCE UNDER THE LINE OF CREDIT MUST BE IN 

AN AMOUNT OF AT LEAST $4,000;
“(3) YOU MAY NOT USE A CREDIT CARD, DEBIT CARD, OR SIMILAR 

DEVICE, OR PREPRINTED CHECK THAT YOU DID NOT SOLICIT, TO 
OBTAIN ADVANCES UNDER THE LINE OF CREDIT;

“(4) ANY FEES THE LENDER CHARGES MAY BE CHARGED AND 
COLLECTED ONLY AT THE TIME THE LINE OF CREDIT IS ESTABLISHED 
AND THE LENDER MAY NOT CHARGE A FEE IN CONNECTION WITH 
ANY ADVANCE;

“(5) THE MAXIMUM PRINCIPAL AMOUNT THAT MAY BE EXTENDED, 
WHEN ADDED TO ALL OTHER DEBTS SECURED BY YOUR HOME, MAY 
NOT EXCEED 80 PERCENT OF THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF YOUR 
HOME ON THE DATE THE LINE OF CREDIT IS ESTABLISHED;
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“(6) IF THE PRINCIPAL BALANCE UNDER THE LINE OF CREDIT AT 
ANY TIME EXCEEDS 50 PERCENT OF THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF 
YOUR HOME, AS DETERMINED ON THE DATE THE LINE OF CREDIT 
IS ESTABLISHED, YOU MAY NOT CONTINUE TO REQUEST ADVANCES 
UNDER THE LINE OF CREDIT UNTIL THE BALANCE IS LESS THAN 50 
PERCENT OF THE FAIR MARKET VALUE; AND

“(7) THE LENDER MAY NOT UNILATERALLY AMEND THE TERMS 
OF THE LINE OF CREDIT.

“THIS NOTICE IS ONLY A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE 
TEXAS CONSTITUTION. YOUR RIGHTS ARE GOVERNED BY SECTION 
50, ARTICLE XVI, OF THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION, AND NOT BY THIS 
NOTICE.”

If the discussions with the borrower are conducted primarily in a language 
other than English, the lender shall, before closing, provide an addiƟ onal copy 
of the noƟ ce translated into the wriƩ en language in which the discussions were 
conducted.

(h) A lender or assignee for value may conclusively rely on the wriƩ en 
acknowledgment as to the fair market value of the homestead property made 
in accordance with SubsecƟ on (a)(6)(Q)(ix) of this secƟ on if:

(1) the value acknowledged to is the value esƟ mate in an appraisal or 
evaluaƟ on prepared in accordance with a state or federal requirement applicable 
to an extension of credit under SubsecƟ on (a)(6); and

(2) the lender or assignee does not have actual knowledge at the Ɵ me of 
the payment of value or advance of funds by the lender or assignee that the fair 
market value stated in the wriƩ en acknowledgment was incorrect.

(i) This subsecƟ on shall not aff ect or impair any right of the borrower to 
recover damages from the lender or assignee under applicable law for wrongful 
foreclosure. A purchaser for value without actual knowledge may conclusively 
presume that a lien securing an extension of credit described by SubsecƟ on (a)(6) 
of this secƟ on was a valid lien securing the extension of credit with homestead 
property if:

(1) the security instruments securing the extension of credit contain a 
disclosure that the extension of credit secured by the lien was the type of credit 
defi ned by SecƟ on 50(a)(6), ArƟ cle XVI, Texas ConsƟ tuƟ on;

(2) the purchaser acquires the Ɵ tle to the property pursuant to or aŌ er the 
foreclosure of the voluntary lien; and

(3) the purchaser is not the lender or assignee under the extension of credit.
(j) SubsecƟ on (a)(6) and SubsecƟ ons (e)-(i) of this secƟ on are not severable, 

and none of those provisions would have been enacted without the others. If 
any of those provisions are held to be preempted by the laws of the United 
States, all of those provisions are invalid. This subsecƟ on shall not apply to any 
lien or extension of credit made aŌ er January 1, 1998, and before the date any 
provision under SubsecƟ on (a)(6) or SubsecƟ ons (e)-(i) is held to be preempted.
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(k) “Reverse mortgage” means an extension of credit:

(1) that is secured by a voluntary lien on homestead property created by a 
wriƩ en agreement with the consent of each owner and each owner’s spouse;

(2) that is made to a person who is or whose spouse is 62 years or older;

(3) that is made without recourse for personal liability against each owner 
and the spouse of each owner;

(4) under which advances are provided to a borrower:
(A) based on the equity in a borrower’s homestead; or

(B) for the purchase of homestead property that the borrower will occupy 
as a principal residence;

(5) that does not permit the lender to reduce the amount or number of 
advances because of an adjustment in the interest rate if periodic advances are 
to be made;

(6) that requires no payment of principal or interest unƟ l:

(A) all borrowers have died;

(B) the homestead property securing the loan is sold or otherwise 
transferred;

(C) all borrowers cease occupying the homestead property for a period 
of longer than 12 consecuƟ ve months without prior wriƩ en approval from the 
lender;

(C-1) if the extension of credit is used for the purchase of homestead 
property, the borrower fails to Ɵ mely occupy the homestead property as the 
borrower’s principal residence within a specifi ed period aŌ er the date the 
extension of credit is made that is sƟ pulated in the wriƩ en agreement creaƟ ng 
the lien on the property; or

(D) the borrower:

(i) defaults on an obligaƟ on specifi ed in the loan documents to repair and 
maintain, pay taxes and assessments on, or insure the homestead property;

(ii) commits actual fraud in connecƟ on with the loan; or

(iii) fails to maintain the priority of the lender’s lien on the homestead 
property, aŌ er the lender gives noƟ ce to the borrower, by promptly discharging 
any lien that has priority or may obtain priority over the lender’s lien within 10 
days aŌ er the date the borrower receives the noƟ ce, unless the borrower:

(a) agrees in wriƟ ng to the payment of the obligaƟ on secured by the lien 
in a manner acceptable to the lender;

(b) contests in good faith the lien by, or defends against enforcement of 
the lien in, legal proceedings so as to prevent the enforcement of the lien or 
forfeiture of any part of the homestead property; or
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(c) secures from the holder of the lien an agreement saƟ sfactory to the 
lender subordinaƟ ng the lien to all amounts secured by the lender’s lien on the 
homestead property;

(7) that provides that if the lender fails to make loan advances as required 
in the loan documents and if the lender fails to cure the default as required 
in the loan documents aŌ er noƟ ce from the borrower, the lender forfeits all 
principal and interest of the reverse mortgage, provided, however, that this 
subdivision does not apply when a governmental agency or instrumentality takes 
an assignment of the loan in order to cure the default;

(8) that is not made unless the prospecƟ ve borrower and the spouse of the 
prospecƟ ve borrower aƩ est in wriƟ ng that the prospecƟ ve borrower and the 
prospecƟ ve borrower’s spouse received counseling regarding the advisability 
and availability of reverse mortgages and other fi nancial alternaƟ ves that was 
completed not earlier than the 180th day nor later than the 5th day before the 
date the extension of credit is closed;

(9) that is not closed before the 12th day after the date the lender 
provides to the prospecƟ ve borrower the following wriƩ en noƟ ce on a separate 
instrument, which the lender or originator and the borrower must sign for the 
noƟ ce to take eff ect:

“IMPORTANT NOTICE TO BORROWERS
RELATED TO YOUR REVERSE MORTGAGE

“UNDER THE TEXAS TAX CODE, CERTAIN ELDERLY PERSONS MAY 
DEFER THE COLLECTION OF PROPERTY TAXES ON THEIR RESIDENCE 
HOMESTEAD.  BY RECEIVING THIS REVERSE MORTGAGE YOU MAY 
BE REQUIRED TO FORGO ANY PREVIOUSLY APPROVED DEFERRAL OF 
PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION AND YOU MAY BE REQUIRED TO PAY 
PROPERTY TAXES ON AN ANNUAL BASIS ON THIS PROPERTY.
“THE LENDER MAY FORECLOSE THE REVERSE MORTGAGE AND YOU 
MAY LOSE YOUR HOME IF:

“(A) YOU DO NOT PAY THE TAXES OR OTHER ASSESSMENTS 
ON THE HOME EVEN IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE TO DEFER PAYMENT OF 
PROPERTY TAXES;

“(B) YOU DO NOT MAINTAIN AND PAY FOR PROPERTY INSURANCE 
ON THE HOME AS REQUIRED BY THE LOAN DOCUMENTS;

“(C) YOU FAIL TO MAINTAIN THE HOME IN A STATE OF GOOD 
CONDITION AND REPAIR;

“(D) YOU CEASE OCCUPYING THE HOME FOR A PERIOD LONGER 
THAN 12 CONSECUTIVE MONTHS WITHOUT THE PRIOR WRITTEN 
APPROVAL FROM THE LENDER OR, IF THE EXTENSION OF CREDIT IS 
USED FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE HOME, YOU FAIL TO TIMELY OCCUPY 
THE HOME AS YOUR PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE WITHIN A PERIOD OF TIME 
AFTER THE EXTENSION OF CREDIT IS MADE THAT IS STIPULATED IN 
THE WRITTEN AGREEMENT CREATING THE LIEN ON THE HOME;
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“(E) YOU SELL THE HOME OR OTHERWISE TRANSFER THE HOME 
WITHOUT PAYING OFF THE LOAN;

“(F) ALL BORROWERS HAVE DIED AND THE LOAN IS NOT REPAID;

“(G) YOU COMMIT ACTUAL FRAUD IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
LOAN; OR

“(H) YOU FAIL TO MAINTAIN THE PRIORITY OF THE LENDER’S 
LIEN ON THE HOME, AFTER THE LENDER GIVES NOTICE TO YOU, BY 
PROMPTLY DISCHARGING ANY LIEN THAT HAS PRIORITY OR MAY 
OBTAIN PRIORITY OVER THE LENDER’S LIEN WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE YOU RECEIVE THE NOTICE, UNLESS YOU:

“(1) AGREE IN WRITING TO THE PAYMENT OF THE OBLIGATION 
SECURED BY THE LIEN IN A MANNER ACCEPTABLE TO THE LENDER;

“(2) CONTEST IN GOOD FAITH THE LIEN BY, OR DEFEND AGAINST 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE LIEN IN, LEGAL PROCEEDINGS SO AS TO 
PREVENT THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE LIEN OR FORFEITURE OF ANY 
PART OF THE HOME; OR

“(3) SECURE FROM THE HOLDER OF THE LIEN AN AGREEMENT 
SATISFACTORY TO THE LENDER SUBORDINATING THE LIEN TO ALL 
AMOUNTS SECURED BY THE LENDER’S LIEN ON THE HOME.
“IF A GROUND FOR FORECLOSURE EXISTS, THE LENDER MAY NOT 
COMMENCE FORECLOSURE UNTIL THE LENDER GIVES YOU WRITTEN 
NOTICE BY MAIL THAT A GROUND FOR FORECLOSURE EXISTS 
AND GIVES YOU AN OPPORTUNITY TO REMEDY THE CONDITION 
CREATING THE GROUND FOR FORECLOSURE OR TO PAY THE REVERSE 
MORTGAGE DEBT WITHIN THE TIME PERMITTED BY SECTION 
50(k)(10), ARTICLE XVI, OF THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION.  THE LENDER 
MUST OBTAIN A COURT ORDER FOR FORECLOSURE EXCEPT THAT 
A COURT ORDER IS NOT REQUIRED IF THE FORECLOSURE OCCURS 
BECAUSE:

“(1) ALL BORROWERS HAVE DIED; OR

“(2) THE HOMESTEAD PROPERTY SECURING THE LOAN IS SOLD 
OR OTHERWISE TRANSFERRED.”

“YOU SHOULD CONSULT WITH YOUR HOME COUNSELOR OR AN 
ATTORNEY IF YOU HAVE ANY CONCERNS ABOUT THESE OBLIGATIONS 
BEFORE YOU CLOSE YOUR REVERSE MORTGAGE LOAN.  TO LOCATE 
AN ATTORNEY IN YOUR AREA, YOU MAY WISH TO CONTACT THE 
STATE BAR OF TEXAS.”

“THIS NOTICE IS ONLY A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE 
TEXAS CONSTITUTION.  YOUR RIGHTS ARE GOVERNED IN PART BY 
SECTION 50, ARTICLE XVI, OF THE TEXAS CONSTITUTION, AND NOT 
BY THIS NOTICE.”;
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(10) that does not permit the lender to commence foreclosure unƟ l the 
lender gives noƟ ce to the borrower, in the manner provided for a noƟ ce by mail 
related to the foreclosure of liens under SubsecƟ on (a)(6) of this secƟ on, that a 
ground for foreclosure exists and gives the borrower at least 30 days, or at least 
20 days in the event of a default under Subdivision (6)(D)(iii) of this subsecƟ on, to:

(A) remedy the condiƟ on creaƟ ng the ground for foreclosure;
(B) pay the debt secured by the homestead property from proceeds of the 

sale of the homestead property by the borrower or from any other sources; or
(C) convey the homestead property to the lender by a deed in lieu of 

foreclosure; and
(11) that is secured by a lien that may be foreclosed upon only by a court 

order, if the foreclosure is for a ground other than a ground stated by Subdivision 
(6)(A) or (B) of this subsecƟ on.

(l) Advances made under a reverse mortgage and interest on those advances 
have priority over a lien fi led for record in the real property records in the county 
where the homestead property is located aŌ er the reverse mortgage is fi led for 
record in the real property records of that county.

(m) A reverse mortgage may provide for an interest rate that is fi xed or 
adjustable and may also provide for interest that is conƟ ngent on appreciaƟ on in 
the fair market value of the homestead property. Although payment of principal 
or interest shall not be required under a reverse mortgage unƟ l the enƟ re loan 
becomes due and payable, interest may accrue and be compounded during the 
term of the loan as provided by the reverse mortgage loan agreement.

(n) A reverse mortgage that is secured by a valid lien against homestead 
property may be made or acquired without regard to the following provisions 
of any other law of this state:

(1) a limitaƟ on on the purpose and use of future advances or other mortgage 
proceeds;

(2) a limitaƟ on on future advances to a term of years or a limitaƟ on on the 
term of open-end account advances;

(3) a limitaƟ on on the term during which future advances take priority over 
intervening advances;

(4) a requirement that a maximum loan amount be stated in the reverse 
mortgage loan documents;

(5) a prohibiƟ on on balloon payments;
(6) a prohibiƟ on on compound interest and interest on interest;
(7) a prohibiƟ on on contracƟ ng for, charging, or receiving any rate of interest 

authorized by any law of this state authorizing a lender to contract for a rate of 
interest; and

(8) a requirement that a percentage of the reverse mortgage proceeds be 
advanced before the assignment of the reverse mortgage.
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(o) For the purposes of determining eligibility under any statute relaƟ ng to 
payments, allowances, benefi ts, or services provided on a means-tested basis by 
this state, including supplemental security income, low-income energy assistance, 
property tax relief, medical assistance, and general assistance:

(1) reverse mortgage loan advances made to a borrower are considered 
proceeds from a loan and not income; and

(2) undisbursed funds under a reverse mortgage loan are considered equity 
in a borrower’s home and not proceeds from a loan.

(p) The advances made on a reverse mortgage loan under which more than 
one advance is made must be made according to the terms established by the 
loan documents by one or more of the following methods:

(1) an iniƟ al advance at any Ɵ me and future advances at regular intervals;
(2) an iniƟ al advance at any Ɵ me and future advances at regular intervals 

in which the amounts advanced may be reduced, for one or more advances, at 
the request of the borrower;

(3) an iniƟ al advance at any Ɵ me and future advances at Ɵ mes and in 
amounts requested by the borrower unƟ l the credit limit established by the 
loan documents is reached;

(4) an iniƟ al advance at any Ɵ me, future advances at Ɵ mes and in amounts 
requested by the borrower until the credit limit established by the loan 
documents is reached, and subsequent advances at Ɵ mes and in amounts 
requested by the borrower according to the terms established by the loan 
documents to the extent that the outstanding balance is repaid; or

(5) at any Ɵ me by the lender, on behalf of the borrower, if the borrower fails 
to Ɵ mely pay any of the following that the borrower is obligated to pay under 
the loan documents to the extent necessary to protect the lender’s interest in 
or the value of the homestead property:

(A) taxes;
(B) insurance;
(C) costs of repairs or maintenance performed by a person or company 

that is not an employee of the lender or a person or company that directly or 
indirectly controls, is controlled by, or is under common control with the lender;

(D) assessments levied against the homestead property; and
(E) any lien that has, or may obtain, priority over the lender’s lien as it is 

established in the loan documents.
(q) To the extent that any statutes of this state, including without limitaƟ on, 

SecƟ on 41.001 of the Texas Property Code, purport to limit encumbrances that 
may properly be fi xed on homestead property in a manner that does not permit 
encumbrances for extensions of credit described in SubsecƟ on (a)(6) or (a)(7) of 
this secƟ on, the same shall be superseded to the extent that such encumbrances 
shall be permiƩ ed to be fi xed upon homestead property in the manner provided 
for by this amendment.
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(r) The supreme court shall promulgate rules of civil procedure for expedited 
foreclosure proceedings related to the foreclosure of liens under SubsecƟ on 
(a)(6) of this secƟ on and to foreclosure of a reverse mortgage lien that requires 
a court order.

(s) The Finance Commission of Texas shall appoint a director to conduct 
research on the availability, quality, and prices of fi nancial services and research 
the pracƟ ces of business enƟ Ɵ es in the state that provide fi nancial services under 
this secƟ on. The director shall collect informaƟ on and produce reports on lending 
acƟ vity of those making loans under this secƟ on. The director shall report his or 
her fi ndings to the legislature not later than December 1 of each year.

(t) A home equity line of credit is a form of an open-end account that may 
be debited from Ɵ me to Ɵ me, under which credit may be extended from Ɵ me 
to Ɵ me and under which:

(1) the owner requests advances, repays money, and reborrows money;
(2) any single debit or advance is not less than $4,000;
(3) the owner does not use a credit card, debit card, or similar device, or 

preprinted check unsolicited by the borrower, to obtain an advance;
(4) any fees described by SubsecƟ on (a)(6)(E) of this secƟ on are charged 

and collected only at the Ɵ me the extension of credit is established and no fee 
is charged or collected in connecƟ on with any debit or advance;

(5) the maximum principal amount that may be extended under the account, 
when added to the aggregate total of the outstanding principal balances of all 
indebtedness secured by the homestead on the date the extension of credit is 
established, does not exceed an amount described under SubsecƟ on (a)(6)(B) 
of this secƟ on;

(6) no addiƟ onal debits or advances are made if the total principal amount 
outstanding exceeds an amount equal to 50 percent of the fair market value of 
the homestead as determined on the date the account is established;

(7) the lender or holder may not unilaterally amend the extension of credit; 
and

(8) repayment is to be made in regular periodic installments, not more oŌ en 
than every 14 days and not less oŌ en than monthly, beginning not later than two 
months from the date the extension of credit is established, and:

(A) during the period during which the owner may request advances, each 
installment equals or exceeds the amount of accrued interest; and

(B) after the period during which the owner may request advances, 
installments are substanƟ ally equal.

(u) The legislature may by statute delegate one or more state agencies the 
power to interpret SubsecƟ ons (a)(5)-(a)(7), (e)-(p), and (t), of this secƟ on. An 
act or omission does not violate a provision included in those subsecƟ ons if the 
act or omission conforms to an interpretaƟ on of the provision that is:
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(1) in eff ect at the Ɵ me of the act or omission; and
(2) made by a state agency to which the power of interpretaƟ on is delegated 

as provided by this subsecƟ on or by an appellate court of this state or the United 
States.

(v) A reverse mortgage must provide that:
(1) the owner does not use a credit card, debit card, preprinted solicitaƟ on 

check, or similar device to obtain an advance;
(2) aŌ er the Ɵ me the extension of credit is established, no transacƟ on fee 

is charged or collected solely in connecƟ on with any debit or advance; and
(3) the lender or holder may not unilaterally amend the extension of credit. 

(Amended Nov. 6, 1973, and Nov. 7, 1995; Subsecs. (a)-(d) amended and (e)-(s) 
added Nov. 4, 1997; Subsecs. (k), (p), and (r) amended Nov. 2, 1999; Subsec. (a) 
amended Nov. 6, 2001; Subsecs. (a), (f), and (g) amended and (t) and (u) added 
Sept. 13, 2003; Subsec. (p) amended and (v) added Nov. 8, 2005; Subsecs. (a), 
(g), and (t) amended Nov. 6, 2007; Subsec. (k) amended Nov. 5, 2013.)

Sec. 51. AMOUNT OF HOMESTEAD; USES. The homestead, not in a town 
or city, shall consist of not more than two hundred acres of land, which may be 
in one or more parcels, with the improvements thereon; the homestead in a city, 
town or village, shall consist of lot or conƟ guous lots amounƟ ng to not more 
than 10 acres of land, together with any improvements on the land; provided, 
that the homestead in a city, town or village shall be used for the purposes of a 
home, or as both an urban home and a place to exercise a calling or business, of 
the homestead claimant, whether a single adult person, or the head of a family; 
provided also, that any temporary renƟ ng of the homestead shall not change the 
character of the same, when no other homestead has been acquired; provided 
further that a release or refi nance of an exisƟ ng lien against a homestead as to 
a part of the homestead does not create an addiƟ onal burden on the part of the 
homestead property that is unreleased or subject to the refi nance, and a new 
lien is not invalid only for that reason. (Amended Nov. 3, 1970, Nov. 6, 1973, 
Nov. 8, 1983, and Nov. 2, 1999.)

NOTE: The joint resoluƟ on amending Sec. 51 in 1983 included a secƟ on 
that did not purport to amend the consƟ tuƟ on and that provided the following: 
“This amendment applies to all homesteads in this state, including homesteads 
acquired before the adopƟ on of this amendment.”

Sec. 52. DESCENT AND DISTRIBUTION OF HOMESTEAD; RESTRICTIONS 
ON PARTITION. On the death of the husband or wife, or both, the homestead 
shall descend and vest in like manner as other real property of the deceased, 
and shall be governed by the same laws of descent and distribuƟ on, but it shall 
not be parƟ Ɵ oned among the heirs of the deceased during the lifeƟ me of the 
surviving husband or wife, or so long as the survivor may elect to use or occupy 
the same as a homestead, or so long as the guardian of the minor children of 
the deceased may be permiƩ ed, under the order of the proper court having the 
jurisdicƟ on, to use and occupy the same.
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Sec. 53. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 
53: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 54. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 55. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 56. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 

56: see Appendix, Note 3.)
Sec. 57. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 58. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 59. CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

AND PARKS AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES; CONSERVATION AND 
RECLAMATION DISTRICTS. (a) The conservaƟ on and development of all of 
the natural resources of this State, and development of parks and recreaƟ onal 
faciliƟ es, including the control, storing, preservaƟ on and distribuƟ on of its storm 
and fl ood waters, the waters of its rivers and streams, for irrigaƟ on, power and 
all other useful purposes, the reclamaƟ on and irrigaƟ on of its arid, semiarid and 
other lands needing irrigaƟ on, the reclamaƟ on and drainage of its overfl owed 
lands, and other lands needing drainage, the conservaƟ on and development of 
its forests, water and hydro-electric power, the navigaƟ on of its inland and coastal 
waters, and the preservaƟ on and conservaƟ on of all such natural resources of 
the State are each and all hereby declared public rights and duƟ es; and the 
Legislature shall pass all such laws as may be appropriate thereto.

(b) There may be created within the State of Texas, or the State may be 
divided into, such number of conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on districts as may 
be determined to be essenƟ al to the accomplishment of the purposes of this 
amendment to the consƟ tuƟ on, which districts shall be governmental agencies 
and bodies poliƟ c and corporate with such powers of government and with the 
authority to exercise such rights, privileges and funcƟ ons concerning the subject 
maƩ er of this amendment as may be conferred by law.

(c) The Legislature shall authorize all such indebtedness as may be necessary 
to provide all improvements and the maintenance thereof requisite to the 
achievement of the purposes of this amendment. All such indebtedness may be 
evidenced by bonds of such conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on districts, to be issued 
under such regulaƟ ons as may be prescribed by law. The Legislature shall also 
authorize the levy and collecƟ on within such districts of all such taxes, equitably 
distributed, as may be necessary for the payment of the interest and the creaƟ on 
of a sinking fund for the payment of such bonds and for the maintenance of such 
districts and improvements. Such indebtedness shall be a lien upon the property 
assessed for the payment thereof. The Legislature shall not authorize the issuance 
of any bonds or provide for any indebtedness against any reclamaƟ on district 
unless such proposiƟ on shall fi rst be submiƩ ed to the qualifi ed voters of such 
district and the proposiƟ on adopted.

(c-1) In addiƟ on and only as provided by this subsecƟ on, the Legislature may 
authorize conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on districts to develop and fi nance with 
taxes those types and categories of parks and recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es that were 
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not authorized by this secƟ on to be developed and fi nanced with taxes before 
September 13, 2003. For development of such parks and recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es, the 
Legislature may authorize indebtedness payable from taxes as may be necessary 
to provide for improvements and maintenance only for a conservaƟ on and 
reclamaƟ on district all or part of which is located in Bexar County, Bastrop County, 
Waller County, Travis County, Williamson County, Harris County, Galveston County, 
Brazoria County, Fort Bend County, or Montgomery County, or for the Tarrant 
Regional Water District, a water control and improvement district located in whole 
or in part in Tarrant County. All the indebtedness may be evidenced by bonds of 
the conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on district, to be issued under regulaƟ ons as may 
be prescribed by law. The Legislature may also authorize the levy and collecƟ on 
within such district of all taxes, equitably distributed, as may be necessary for 
the payment of the interest and the creaƟ on of a sinking fund for the payment 
of the bonds and for maintenance of and improvements to such parks and 
recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es. The indebtedness shall be a lien on the property assessed 
for the payment of the bonds. The Legislature may not authorize the issuance of 
bonds or provide for indebtedness under this subsecƟ on against a conservaƟ on 
and reclamaƟ on district unless a proposiƟ on is fi rst submiƩ ed to the qualifi ed 
voters of the district and the proposiƟ on is adopted. This subsecƟ on expands the 
authority of the Legislature with respect to certain conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on 
districts and is not a limitaƟ on on the authority of the Legislature with respect 
to conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on districts and parks and recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es 
pursuant to this secƟ on as that authority existed before September 13, 2003. 

(d) No law creaƟ ng a conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on district shall be passed 
unless noƟ ce of the intenƟ on to introduce such a bill seƫ  ng forth the general 
substance of the contemplated law shall have been published at least thirty (30) 
days and not more than ninety (90) days prior to the introducƟ on thereof in a 
newspaper or newspapers having general circulaƟ on in the county or counƟ es 
in which said district or any part thereof is or will be located and by delivering 
a copy of such noƟ ce and such bill to the Governor who shall submit such 
noƟ ce and bill to the Texas Water Commission, or its successor, which shall fi le 
its recommendaƟ on as to such bill with the Governor, Lieutenant Governor 
and Speaker of the House of RepresentaƟ ves within thirty (30) days from date 
noƟ ce was received by the Texas Water Commission. Such noƟ ce and copy of 
bill shall also be given of the introducƟ on of any bill amending a law creaƟ ng 
or governing a parƟ cular conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on district if such bill (1) 
adds addiƟ onal land to the district, (2) alters the taxing authority of the district, 
(3) alters the authority of the district with respect to the issuance of bonds, or 
(4) alters the qualifi caƟ ons or terms of offi  ce of the members of the governing 
body of the district.

(e) No law creaƟ ng a conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on district shall be passed 
unless, at the Ɵ me noƟ ce of the intenƟ on to introduce a bill is published as 
provided in SubsecƟ on (d) of this secƟ on, a copy of the proposed bill is delivered 
to the commissioners court of each county in which said district or any part 
thereof is or will be located and to the governing body of each incorporated 
city or town in whose jurisdicƟ on said district or any part thereof is or will be 
located. Each such commissioners court and governing body may fi le its wriƩ en 
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consent or opposiƟ on to the creaƟ on of the proposed district with the governor, 
lieutenant governor, and speaker of the house of representaƟ ves. Each special law 
creaƟ ng a conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on district shall comply with the provisions 
of the general laws then in eff ect relaƟ ng to consent by poliƟ cal subdivisions to 
the creaƟ on of conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on districts and to the inclusion of 
land within the district.

(f) A conservaƟ on and reclamaƟ on district created under this secƟ on to 
perform any or all of the purposes of this secƟ on may engage in fi re-fi ghƟ ng 
acƟ viƟ es and may issue bonds or other indebtedness for fi re-fi ghƟ ng purposes 
as provided by law and this consƟ tuƟ on. (Added Aug. 21, 1917; Subsec. (d) added 
Nov. 3, 1964; Subsec. (e) added Nov. 6, 1973; Subsec. (f) added Nov. 7, 1978; 
Subsec. (c) amended Nov. 2, 1999; Subsec. (a) amended and (c-1) added Sept. 
13, 2003.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 59: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 60. (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.)
Sec. 61. COMPENSATION OF DISTRICT, COUNTY, AND PRECINCT 

OFFICERS; SALARY OR FEE BASIS; DISPOSITION OF FEES. (a) All district 
offi  cers in the State of Texas and all county offi  cers in counƟ es having a populaƟ on 
of twenty thousand (20,000) or more, according to the then last preceding Federal 
Census, shall be compensated on a salary basis.

(b) In all counƟ es in this State, the Commissioners Courts shall be authorized 
to determine whether precinct offi  cers shall be compensated on a fee basis 
or on a salary basis, with the excepƟ on that it shall be mandatory upon the 
Commissioners Courts, to compensate all jusƟ ces of the peace, constables, deputy 
constables and precinct law enforcement offi  cers on a salary basis.

(c) In counƟ es having a populaƟ on of less than twenty thousand (20,000), 
according to the then last preceding Federal Census, the Commissioners Courts 
have the authority to determine whether county offi  cers shall be compensated 
on a fee basis or on a salary basis, with the excepƟ on that it shall be mandatory 
upon the Commissioners Courts to compensate all sheriff s, deputy sheriff s, 
county law enforcement offi  cers including sheriff s who also perform the duƟ es 
of assessor and collector of taxes, and their depuƟ es, on a salary basis.

(d) All fees earned by district, county and precinct offi  cers shall be paid into 
the county treasury where earned for the account of the proper fund, provided 
that fees incurred by the State, county and any municipality, or in case where a 
pauper’s oath is fi led, shall be paid into the county treasury when collected and 
provided that where any offi  cer is compensated wholly on a fee basis such fees 
may be retained by such offi  cer or paid into the treasury of the county as the 
Commissioners Court may direct.

(e) All Notaries Public, county surveyors and public weighers shall conƟ nue 
to be compensated on a fee basis. (Added Aug. 24, 1935; amended Nov. 2, 1948, 
Nov. 7, 1972, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 61: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 62. (Repealed April 22, 1975.)
Sec. 63. (Repealed April 22, 1975.)
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Sec. 64. TERMS OF OFFICE, CERTAIN OFFICES. The elecƟ ve district, county, 
and precinct offi  ces which have heretofore had terms of two years, shall hereaŌ er 
have terms of four years; and the holders of such offi  ces shall serve unƟ l their 
successors are qualifi ed. (Added Nov. 2, 1954; amended Nov. 6, 2007.)

Sec. 65. TERMS OF OFFICE; AUTOMATIC RESIGNATION. (a) This secƟ on 
applies to the following offi  ces: District Clerks; County Clerks; County Judges; 
Judges of the County Courts at Law, County Criminal Courts, County Probate 
Courts and County DomesƟ c RelaƟ ons Courts; County Treasurers; Criminal District 
AƩ orneys; County Surveyors; County Commissioners; JusƟ ces of the Peace; 
Sheriff s; Assessors and Collectors of Taxes; District AƩ orneys; County AƩ orneys; 
Public Weighers; and Constables.

(b) If any of the offi  cers named herein shall announce their candidacy, or 
shall in fact become a candidate, in any General, Special or Primary ElecƟ on, for 
any offi  ce of profi t or trust under the laws of this State or the United States other 
than the offi  ce then held, at any Ɵ me when the unexpired term of the offi  ce then 
held shall exceed one year and 30 days, such announcement or such candidacy 
shall consƟ tute an automaƟ c resignaƟ on of the offi  ce then held, and the vacancy 
thereby created shall be fi lled pursuant to law in the same manner as other 
vacancies for such offi  ce are fi lled. (Added Nov. 2, 1954; amended Nov. 4, 1958, 
and Nov. 2, 1999; Subsec. (a) amended Nov. 6, 2007; Subsec. (b) amended Nov. 
8, 2011.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 65: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 65A. (Repealed Nov. 6, 2001.) (Temporary transiƟ on provision for Sec. 
65A: see Appendix, Note 3.)

Sec. 66. PROTECTED BENEFITS UNDER CERTAIN PUBLIC RETIREMENT 
SYSTEMS. (a) This secƟ on applies only to a public reƟ rement system that is not 
a statewide system and that provides service and disability reƟ rement benefi ts 
and death benefi ts to public offi  cers and employees.

(b) This secƟ on does not apply to a public reƟ rement system that provides 
service and disability reƟ rement benefi ts and death benefi ts to fi refi ghters and 
police offi  cers employed by the City of San Antonio.

(c) This secƟ on does not apply to benefi ts that are:
(1) health benefi ts;
(2) life insurance benefi ts; or
(3) disability benefi ts that a reƟ rement system determines are no longer 

payable under the terms of the reƟ rement system as those terms existed on the 
date the reƟ rement system began paying the disability benefi ts.

(d) On or aŌ er the eff ecƟ ve date of this secƟ on, a change in service or 
disability reƟ rement benefi ts or death benefi ts of a reƟ rement system may not 
reduce or otherwise impair benefi ts accrued by a person if the person:

(1) could have terminated employment or has terminated employment 
before the eff ecƟ ve date of the change; and

(2) would have been eligible for those benefi ts, without accumulaƟ ng 
addiƟ onal service under the reƟ rement system, on any date on or aŌ er the 
eff ecƟ ve date of the change had the change not occurred.
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(e) Benefi ts granted to a reƟ ree or other annuitant before the eff ecƟ ve 
date of this secƟ on and in eff ect on that date may not be reduced or otherwise 
impaired.

(f) The poliƟ cal subdivision or subdivisions and the reƟ rement system that 
fi nance benefi ts under the reƟ rement system are jointly responsible for ensuring 
that benefi ts under this secƟ on are not reduced or otherwise impaired.

(g) This secƟ on does not create a liability or an obligaƟ on to a reƟ rement 
system for a member of the reƟ rement system other than the payment by acƟ ve 
members of a required contribuƟ on or a future required contribuƟ on to the 
reƟ rement system.

(h) A retirement system described by Subsection (a) and the political 
subdivision or subdivisions that fi nance benefi ts under the reƟ rement system 
are exempt from the applicaƟ on of this secƟ on if:

(1) the poliƟ cal subdivision or subdivisions hold an elecƟ on on the date in 
May 2004 that poliƟ cal subdivisions may use for the elecƟ on of their offi  cers;

(2) the majority of the voters of a poliƟ cal subdivision voƟ ng at the elecƟ on 
favor exempƟ ng the poliƟ cal subdivision and the reƟ rement system from the 
applicaƟ on of this secƟ on; and

(3) the exempƟ on is the only issue relaƟ ng to the funding and benefi ts of 
the reƟ rement system that is presented to the voters at the elecƟ on. (Former 
Sec. 66 repealed Nov. 2, 1999; current Sec. 66 added Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 67. STATE AND LOCAL RETIREMENT SYSTEMS. (a) General 
Provisions. (1) The legislature may enact general laws establishing systems 
and programs of reƟ rement and related disability and death benefi ts for public 
employees and offi  cers. Financing of benefi ts must be based on sound actuarial 
principles. The assets of a system are held in trust for the benefi t of members 
and may not be diverted.

(2) A person may not receive benefi ts from more than one system for the 
same service, but the legislature may provide by law that a person with service 
covered by more than one system or program is enƟ tled to a fracƟ onal benefi t 
from each system or program based on service rendered under each system or 
program calculated as to amount upon the benefi t formula used in that system or 
program. Transfer of service credit between the Employees ReƟ rement System of 
Texas and the Teacher ReƟ rement System of Texas also may be authorized by law.

(3) Each statewide benefit system must have a board of trustees to 
administer the system and to invest the funds of the system in such securiƟ es 
as the board may consider prudent investments. In making investments, a board 
shall exercise the judgment and care under the circumstances then prevailing 
that persons of ordinary prudence, discreƟ on, and intelligence exercise in the 
management of their own aff airs, not in regard to speculaƟ on, but in regard 
to the permanent disposiƟ on of their funds, considering the probable income 
therefrom as well as the probable safety of their capital. The legislature by law 
may further restrict the investment discreƟ on of a board.
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(4) General laws establishing reƟ rement systems and opƟ onal reƟ rement 
programs for public employees and offi  cers in eff ect at the Ɵ me of the adopƟ on 
of this secƟ on remain in eff ect, subject to the general powers of the legislature 
established in this subsecƟ on.

(b) State ReƟ rement Systems. (1) The legislature shall establish by law a 
Teacher ReƟ rement System of Texas to provide benefi ts for persons employed in 
the public schools, colleges, and universiƟ es supported wholly or partly by the 
state. Other employees may be included under the system by law.

(2) The legislature shall establish by law an Employees ReƟ rement System 
of Texas to provide benefi ts for offi  cers and employees of the state and such 
state-compensated offi  cers and employees of appellate courts and judicial 
districts as may be included under the system by law.

(3) The amount contributed by a person parƟ cipaƟ ng in the Employees 
ReƟ rement System of Texas or the Teacher ReƟ rement System of Texas shall be 
established by the legislature but may not be less than six percent of current 
compensaƟ on. The amount contributed by the state may not be less than six 
percent nor more than 10 percent of the aggregate compensaƟ on paid to 
individuals parƟ cipaƟ ng in the system. In an emergency, as determined by the 
governor, the legislature may appropriate such addiƟ onal sums as are actuarially 
determined to be required to fund benefi ts authorized by law.

(c) Local ReƟ rement Systems. (1) The legislature shall provide by law for:
(A) the creaƟ on by any city or county of a system of benefi ts for its offi  cers 

and employees;
(B) a statewide system of benefi ts for the offi  cers and employees of counƟ es 

or other poliƟ cal subdivisions of the state in which counƟ es or other poliƟ cal 
subdivisions may voluntarily parƟ cipate; and

(C) a statewide system of benefi ts for offi  cers and employees of ciƟ es in 
which ciƟ es may voluntarily parƟ cipate.

(2) Benefi ts under these systems must be reasonably related to parƟ cipant 
tenure and contribuƟ ons.

(d) Judicial ReƟ rement System. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this secƟ on, the system of reƟ rement, disability, and survivors’ benefi ts 
heretofore established in the consƟ tuƟ on or by law for jusƟ ces, judges, and 
commissioners of the appellate courts and judges of the district and criminal 
district courts is conƟ nued in eff ect. ContribuƟ ons required and benefi ts payable 
are to be as provided by law.

(2) General administraƟ on of the Judicial ReƟ rement System of Texas is by 
the Board of Trustees of the Employees ReƟ rement System of Texas under such 
regulaƟ ons as may be provided by law.

(e) Anticipatory Legislation. Legislation enacted in anticipation of this 
amendment is not void because it is anƟ cipatory.

(f) ReƟ rement Systems Not Belonging to a Statewide System. The board of 
trustees of a system or program that provides reƟ rement and related disability 
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and death benefi ts for public offi  cers and employees and that does not parƟ cipate 
in a statewide public reƟ rement system shall:

(1) administer the system or program of benefi ts;
(2) hold the assets of the system or program for the exclusive purposes of 

providing benefi ts to parƟ cipants and their benefi ciaries and defraying reasonable 
expenses of administering the system or program; and

(3) select legal counsel and an actuary and adopt sound actuarial 
assumpƟ ons to be used by the system or program.

(g) If the legislature provides for a fi re fi ghters’ pension commissioner, the 
term of offi  ce for that posiƟ on is four years. (Added April 22, 1975; Subsec. (f) 
added Nov. 2, 1993; Subsec. (g) added Nov. 6, 2001.)

Sec. 68. ASSOCIATIONS OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS; ASSESSMENTS 
ON PRODUCT SALES TO FINANCE PROGRAMS OF MARKETING, PROMOTION, 
RESEARCH, AND EDUCATION. The legislature may provide for the advancement 
of food and fiber in this state by providing representative associations of 
agricultural producers with authority to collect such refundable assessments on 
their product sales as may be approved by referenda of producers. All revenue 
collected shall be used solely to fi nance programs of markeƟ ng, promoƟ on, 
research, and educaƟ on relaƟ ng to that commodity. (Added Nov. 8, 1983.)

Sec. 69. PRIOR APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURE OR EMERGENCY TRANSFER 
OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS. The legislature may require, by rider in the General 
AppropriaƟ ons Act or by separate statute, the prior approval of the expenditure 
or the emergency transfer of any funds appropriated to the agencies of state 
government. (Added Nov. 5, 1985.)

Sec. 70. (Added Nov. 8, 1988; expired Sept. 1, 2008.)
Sec. 71. TEXAS PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT AND SMALL BUSINESS 

INCUBATOR FUNDS; BONDS. (a) The legislature by law may establish a Texas 
product development fund to be used without further appropriaƟ on solely in 
furtherance of a program established by the legislature to aid in the development 
and producƟ on of new or improved products in this state. The fund shall contain a 
program account, an interest and sinking account, and other accounts authorized 
by the legislature. To carry out the program authorized by this subsecƟ on, 
the legislature may authorize loans, loan guarantees, and equity investments 
using money in the Texas product development fund and the issuance of up to 
$25 million of general obligaƟ on bonds to provide iniƟ al funding of the Texas 
product development fund. The Texas product development fund is composed 
of the proceeds of the bonds authorized by this subsecƟ on, loan repayments, 
guarantee fees, royalty receipts, dividend income, and other amounts received 
by the state from loans, loan guarantees, and equity investments made under 
this subsecƟ on and any other amounts required to be deposited in the Texas 
product development fund by the legislature.

(b) The legislature by law may establish a Texas small business incubator 
fund to be used without further appropriaƟ on solely in furtherance of a program 
established by the legislature to foster and sƟ mulate the development of small 
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businesses in the state. The fund shall contain a project account, an interest 
and sinking account, and other accounts authorized by the legislature. A small 
business incubator operaƟ ng under the program is exempt from ad valorem 
taxaƟ on in the same manner as an insƟ tuƟ on of public charity under ArƟ cle 
VIII, SecƟ on 2, of this consƟ tuƟ on. To carry out the program authorized by this 
subsecƟ on, the legislature may authorize loans and grants of money in the Texas 
small business incubator fund and the issuance of up to $20 million of general 
obligaƟ on bonds to provide iniƟ al funding of the Texas small business incubator 
fund. The Texas small business incubator fund is composed of the proceeds of 
the bonds authorized by this subsecƟ on, loan repayments, and other amounts 
received by the state for loans or grants made under this subsecƟ on and any 
other amounts required to be deposited in the Texas small business incubator 
fund by the legislature.

(c) The legislature may require review and approval of the issuance of bonds 
under this secƟ on, of the use of the bond proceeds, or of the rules adopted by an 
agency to govern use of the bond proceeds. Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this consƟ tuƟ on, any enƟ ty created or directed to conduct this review and 
approval may include members, or appointees of members, of the execuƟ ve, 
legislaƟ ve, and judicial departments of state government.

(d) Bonds authorized under this secƟ on consƟ tute a general obligaƟ on of 
the state. While any of the bonds or interest on the bonds is outstanding and 
unpaid, there is appropriated out of the fi rst money coming into the treasury 
in each fi scal year, not otherwise appropriated by this consƟ tuƟ on, the amount 
suffi  cient to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds that mature or become 
due during the fi scal year, less any amount in any interest and sinking account 
at the end of the preceding fi scal year that is pledged to payment of the bonds 
or interest. (Added Nov. 7, 1989; Subsec. (b) amended Nov. 2, 1999.)

Sec. 72. TEMPORARY REPLACEMENT OF PUBLIC OFFICER ON MILITARY 
ACTIVE DUTY. (a) An elected or appointed offi  cer of the state or of any poliƟ cal 
subdivision who enters acƟ ve duty in the armed forces of the United States as a 
result of being called to duty, draŌ ed, or acƟ vated does not vacate the offi  ce held, 
but the appropriate authority may appoint a replacement to serve as temporary 
acƟ ng offi  cer as provided by this secƟ on if the elected or appointed offi  cer will 
be on acƟ ve duty for longer than 30 days.

(b) For an offi  cer other than a member of the legislature, the authority who 
has the power to appoint a person to fi ll a vacancy in that offi  ce may appoint a 
temporary acƟ ng offi  cer. If a vacancy would normally be fi lled by special elecƟ on, 
the governor may appoint the temporary acƟ ng offi  cer for a state or district offi  ce, 
and the governing body of a poliƟ cal subdivision may appoint the temporary 
acƟ ng offi  cer for an offi  ce of that poliƟ cal subdivision.

(c) For an offi  cer who is a member of the legislature, the member of the 
legislature shall select a person to serve as the temporary acƟ ng representaƟ ve or 
senator, subject to approval of the selecƟ on by a majority vote of the appropriate 
house of the legislature. The temporary acƟ ng representaƟ ve or senator must be:

(1) a member of the same poliƟ cal party as the member being temporarily 
replaced; and
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(2) qualifi ed for offi  ce under SecƟ on 6, ArƟ cle III, of this consƟ tuƟ on for a 
senator, or SecƟ on 7, ArƟ cle III, of this consƟ tuƟ on for a representaƟ ve.

(d) The officer who is temporarily replaced under this section may 
recommend to the appropriate appoinƟ ng authority the name of a person to 
temporarily fi ll the offi  ce.

(e) The appropriate authority shall appoint the temporary acƟ ng offi  cer to 
begin service on the date specifi ed in wriƟ ng by the offi  cer being temporarily 
replaced as the date the offi  cer will enter acƟ ve military service.

(f) A temporary acƟ ng offi  cer has all the powers, privileges, and duƟ es of 
the offi  ce and is enƟ tled to the same compensaƟ on, payable in the same manner 
and from the same source, as the offi  cer who is temporarily replaced.

(g) A temporary acƟ ng offi  cer appointed under this secƟ on shall perform 
the duƟ es of offi  ce for the shorter period of:

(1) the term of the acƟ ve military service of the offi  cer who is temporarily 
replaced; or

(2) the term of offi  ce of the offi  cer who is temporarily replaced.
(h) In this secƟ on, “armed forces of the United States” means the United 

States Army, the United States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States 
Marine Corps, the United States Coast Guard, any reserve or auxiliary component 
of any of those services, or the NaƟ onal Guard. (Added Sept. 13, 2003.)

Sec. 73. VETERANS HOSPITALS. The state may contribute money, property, 
and other resources for the establishment, maintenance, and operaƟ on of 
veterans hospitals in this state. (Added Nov. 3, 2009.)
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ARTICLE 17
MODE OF AMENDING THE

CONSTITUTION OF THIS STATE
Sec. 1. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS; PUBLICATION; SUBMISSION TO 

VOTERS; ADOPTION. (a) The Legislature, at any regular session, or at any special 
session when the maƩ er is included within the purposes for which the session 
is convened, may propose amendments revising the ConsƟ tuƟ on, to be voted 
upon by the qualifi ed voters for statewide offi  ces and proposiƟ ons, as defi ned 
in the ConsƟ tuƟ on and statutes of this State. The date of the elecƟ ons shall be 
specifi ed by the Legislature. The proposal for submission must be approved by 
a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each House, entered by yeas 
and nays on the journals.

(b) A brief explanatory statement of the nature of a proposed amendment, 
together with the date of the elecƟ on and the wording of the proposiƟ on as it is 
to appear on the ballot, shall be published twice in each newspaper in the State 
which meets requirements set by the Legislature for the publicaƟ on of offi  cial 
noƟ ces of offi  ces and departments of the state government. The explanatory 
statement shall be prepared by the Secretary of State and shall be approved by 
the AƩ orney General. The Secretary of State shall send a full and complete copy 
of the proposed amendment or amendments to each county clerk who shall post 
the same in a public place in the courthouse at least 30 days prior to the elecƟ on 
on said amendment. The fi rst noƟ ce shall be published not more than 60 days 
nor less than 50 days before the date of the elecƟ on, and the second noƟ ce shall 
be published on the same day in the succeeding week. The Legislature shall fi x 
the standards for the rate of charge for the publicaƟ on, which may not be higher 
than the newspaper’s published naƟ onal rate for adverƟ sing per column inch.

(c) The elecƟ on shall be held in accordance with procedures prescribed 
by the Legislature, and the returning offi  cer in each county shall make returns 
to the Secretary of State of the number of legal votes cast at the elecƟ on for 
and against each amendment. If it appears from the returns that a majority of 
the votes cast have been cast in favor of an amendment, it shall become a part 
of this ConsƟ tuƟ on, and proclamaƟ on thereof shall be made by the Governor. 
(Amended Nov. 7, 1972, and Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for 
Sec. 1: see Appendix, Note 1.)

Sec. 2. (Repealed Nov. 2, 1999.) (Temporary transiƟ on provisions for Sec. 2: 
see Appendix, Note 1.)
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APPENDIX
Notes on Temporary Provisions

for Adopted Amendments
A temporary provision may be included in a joint resoluƟ on to 

amend the Texas ConsƟ tuƟ on for a variety of reasons. A temporary 
provision can provide that the proposed consƟ tuƟ onal amendment 
have a limited duraƟ on, but this is an exceedingly rare occurrence. 
The more common uses of temporary provisions are as saving 
provisions or transiƟ on provisions. A temporary saving provision 
“saves” from the applicaƟ on of a new or amended consƟ tuƟ onal 
provision certain conduct or legal relaƟ onships that occurred 
before or existed on the eff ecƟ ve date of the consƟ tuƟ onal 
amendment. A temporary transiƟ on provision provides for the 
orderly implementaƟ on of the consƟ tuƟ onal amendment. The most 
common type of temporary transiƟ on provision is one that provides 
an eff ecƟ ve date for a consƟ tuƟ onal amendment that is later in Ɵ me 
than the eff ecƟ ve date that would otherwise occur by operaƟ on of 
law. Most temporary provisions include an expiraƟ on date; those 
with no expiraƟ on date remain in the consƟ tuƟ on in perpetuity 
unless removed by a subsequent amendment to the consƟ tuƟ on.

1. H.J.R. No. 62, SecƟ on 56, 76th Legislature, Regular Session, 1999.
TEMPORARY TRANSITION PROVISIONS. (a) This secƟ on applies 

to amendments proposed by H.J.R. No. 62, 76th Legislature, Regular 
Session, 1999.

(b) The amendments do not impair any obligaƟ on created by the 
issuance of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness in accordance 
with prior law, and all bonds or other evidences of indebtedness 
validly issued under provisions amended or repealed remain valid, 
enforceable, and binding according to their terms and shall be paid 
from the sources pledged. Bonds or other evidences of indebtedness 
authorized but unissued on the eff ecƟ ve date of the amendments 
may be issued in compliance with and subject to the provisions of the 
prior law. The amendments do not reduce or expand the authority to 
provide for, issue, or sell bonds or other evidences of indebtedness 
previously authorized.

(c) As of the date of adopƟ on of H.J.R. No. 62 by the 76th 
Legislature, Regular Session, 1999, the Veterans’ Land Board has 
authorized but unissued bonds in the aggregate principal amount of 
$190,002,225 for the purpose of providing funds for the Veterans’ 
Land Fund, $1,309,997,775 having previously been issued for that 
purpose, and $615,000,000 for the purpose of providing funds for 
the Veterans’ Housing Assistance Fund II, $385,000,000 having 
previously been issued for that purpose. The amendments do not 
in any manner impair the authority of the Veterans’ Land Board 
hereaŌ er to issue bonds or incur other evidences of indebtedness, 
provided that any bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued 
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or incurred by the Veterans’ Land Board prior to adopƟ on of the 
amendments shall cause the amount of authorized but unissued 
bonds described in this subsecƟ on to be reduced by the amount of 
the bonds so issued or other evidences of indebtedness so incurred.

(d) As of the date of adopƟ on of H.J.R. No. 62 by the 76th 
Legislature, Regular Session, 1999, the Texas Water Development 
Board has authorized but unissued bonds in the aggregate principal 
amount of $945,765,000, and as of that date that board has issued 
$113,300,000 in bonds for the purpose of providing wholesale and 
retail water and wastewater faciliƟ es to economically distressed 
areas of the state, as defi ned by law. The amendments do not in any 
manner impair the authority of the Texas Water Development Board 
hereaŌ er to issue bonds or incur other evidences of indebtedness, 
provided that any bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued 
or incurred by the Texas Water Development Board prior to adopƟ on 
of the amendments shall cause the amount of authorized but 
unissued bonds described in this subsecƟ on to be reduced by the 
amount of the bonds so issued or other evidences of indebtedness 
so incurred.

(e) As of the date of adopƟ on of H.J.R. No. 62 by the 76th 
Legislature, Regular Session, 1999, the Texas Higher EducaƟ on 
CoordinaƟ ng Board has authorized but unissued bonds in the 
aggregate principal amount of $150,000,000, and as of that date 
the board has issued $810,000,000 in bonds for the purpose 
of educaƟ onal loans to students. The amendments do not in 
any manner impair the authority of the Texas Higher EducaƟ on 
CoordinaƟ ng Board hereaŌ er to issue bonds or incur other evidences 
of indebtedness, provided that any bonds or other evidences of 
indebtedness issued or incurred by the Texas Higher EducaƟ on 
CoordinaƟ ng Board prior to adopƟ on of the amendments shall cause 
the amount of authorized but unissued bonds described in this 
subsecƟ on to be reduced by the amount of the bonds so issued or 
other evidences of indebtedness so incurred.

(f) The amendment of SubsecƟ on (b), SecƟ on 1-b, ArƟ cle 
VIII, does not aff ect the increase in the amount of an exempƟ on 
eff ecƟ ve January 1, 1979, under that subsecƟ on, and that increase is 
preserved and given eff ect in accordance with the prior law.

(g) The amendment of SubsecƟ on (b), SecƟ on 1-j, ArƟ cle VIII, 
does not aff ect the taxaƟ on of personal property in accordance 
with acƟ on taken under that secƟ on before April 1, 1990, and that 
authority to tax personal property is preserved and given eff ect in 
accordance with the prior law.

(h) The amendment of SubsecƟ on (c), SecƟ on 5, ArƟ cle IX, does 
not aff ect the validity of a confi rmaƟ on elecƟ on held in accordance 
with that secƟ on.
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(i) The repeal of SecƟ on 5, ArƟ cle VIII, does not aff ect the 
power of a municipality to impose and collect taxes on the property 
of railroad companies in accordance with the general authority of 
municipaliƟ es under this consƟ tuƟ on to impose and collect those 
taxes.

(j) The repeal of SecƟ on 6, ArƟ cle IX, does not aff ect the 
disposiƟ on of assets of the Lamar County Hospital District in 
accordance with that secƟ on.

(k) The amendment of SecƟ on 44, ArƟ cle XVI, does not aff ect 
the power of a county to abolish the offi  ce of county treasurer or 
county surveyor in accordance with previously adopted amendments 
of that secƟ on, and the power is preserved in accordance with the 
prior law.

(l) The repeal of SecƟ on 66, ArƟ cle XVI, does not aff ect the 
pensions payable under that secƟ on and those pensions shall be 
paid in accordance with the prior law.

(m) The reenactment of any provision for purposes of 
amendment does not revive a provision that may have been impliedly 
repealed by the adopƟ on of a later amendment.

(n) The amendment of any provision does not aff ect vested 
rights.

2. H.J.R. No. 58, SecƟ on 3, 76th Legislature, Regular Session, 1999.
TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) The amendment of SecƟ on 18, 

ArƟ cle VII, of this consƟ tuƟ on adopted in 1999 does not impair any 
obligaƟ on created by the issuance of bonds or notes in accordance 
with that secƟ on before January 1, 2000, and all outstanding bonds 
and notes validly issued under that secƟ on remain valid, enforceable, 
and binding and shall be paid in full, both principal and interest, 
in accordance with their terms and from the sources pledged to 
their payment. In order to ensure that the amendment of that 
secƟ on does not impair any obligaƟ on created by the issuance of 
those bonds and notes, there shall be distributed from the income, 
investment returns, or other assets of the permanent university fund 
to the available university fund during each fi scal year an amount at 
least equal to the amount necessary to pay the principal and interest 
due and owing during the fi scal year on those bonds and notes.

(b) This secƟ on expires January 1, 2030.
3. H.J.R. No. 75, SecƟ on 9.01, 77th Legislature, Regular Session, 2001.

TEMPORARY TRANSITION PROVISION. (a) This secƟ on applies to 
the amendments to this consƟ tuƟ on proposed by H.J.R. No. 75, 77th 
Legislature, Regular Session, 2001.

(b) The reenactment of any provision of this consƟ tuƟ on for 
purposes of amendment does not revive a provision that may have 
been impliedly repealed by the adopƟ on of a later amendment.
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(c) The amendment of any provision of this consƟ tuƟ on does 
not aff ect vested rights.

4. H.J.R. No. 109, SecƟ on 4, 82nd Legislature, Regular Session, 2011.

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies 
to the consƟ tuƟ onal amendment proposed by H.J.R. No. 109, 82nd 
Legislature, Regular Session, 2011, providing for an increase in the 
market value of the permanent school fund for the purpose of 
allowing increased distribuƟ ons from the available school fund.

(b) The change to SecƟ on 5(a), ArƟ cle VII, of this consƟ tuƟ on 
made by the amendment applies to a distribuƟ on from the 
permanent school fund to the available school fund made on or aŌ er 
September 1, 2011.

(c) This temporary provision expires December 1, 2015.
5. H.J.R. No. 62, SecƟ on 2, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013.

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies 
to the consƟ tuƟ onal amendment proposed by the 83rd Legislature, 
Regular Session, 2013, authorizing the legislature to provide for an 
exempƟ on from ad valorem taxaƟ on of all or part of the market value 
of the residence homestead of the surviving spouse of a member of 
the armed services of the United States who is killed in acƟ on.

(b) SecƟ ons 1-b(l) and (m), ArƟ cle VIII, of this consƟ tuƟ on take 
eff ect January 1, 2014, and apply only to a tax year beginning on or 
aŌ er that date.

(c) This temporary provision expires January 1, 2015.
6. H.J.R. No. 133, SecƟ on 2, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013.

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies 
to the consƟ tuƟ onal amendment proposed by the 83rd Legislature, 
Regular Session, 2013, to authorize a poliƟ cal subdivision of this state 
to extend the number of days that aircraŌ  parts that are exempt from 
ad valorem taxaƟ on due to their locaƟ on in this state for a temporary 
period may be located in this state for purposes of qualifying for the 
tax exempƟ on.

(b) The amendment to SecƟ on 1-j(a), ArƟ cle VIII, of this 
consƟ tuƟ on and the addiƟ on of SecƟ on 1-j(d), ArƟ cle VIII, to this 
consƟ tuƟ on take eff ect January 1, 2014, and apply only to a tax year 
that begins on or aŌ er that date.

(c) This temporary provision expires January 1, 2015.
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7. S.J.R. No. 42, SecƟ on 2, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013.

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies 
to the consƟ tuƟ onal amendment proposed by the 83rd Legislature, 
Regular Session, 2013, relaƟ ng to the sancƟ ons that may be assessed 
against a judge or jusƟ ce following a formal proceeding insƟ tuted by 
the State Commission on Judicial Conduct.

(b) The amendment to SecƟ on 1-a(8), ArƟ cle V, of this 
consƟ tuƟ on takes eff ect January 1, 2014, and applies only to a formal 
proceeding insƟ tuted by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
on or aŌ er that date.

(c) This temporary provision expires January 1, 2016.
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 Sale for payment of
  taxes ............................. VIII-13, VIII-15
  RedempƟ on .........................VIII-13
 School, taxaƟ on of ........................VII-6a
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
 AssociaƟ ons of producers of, authority
  to collect refundable assets .......XVI-68
 Development fund .......................III-49-i
 Exempt from taxaƟ on ..................VIII-19
AGRICULTURE
 Farm & ranch
  loans .............................. III-49-f, III-50c
 Grain warehouse self-insurance
  fund ..........................................III-50-e
 OccupaƟ on tax not required for person
  in agricultural pursuits .................VIII-1
AGRICULTURE, COMMISSIONER OF
 Farm & ranch loan security
  bonds, power to issue ............... III-50c
AID
 see ASSISTANCE OR AID
AIRCRAFT PARTS
 Tax exempƟ on .............................VIII-1-j
AIR FORCE
 see ARMED FORCES
AIRPORT AUTHORITIES
 CreaƟ on, board of directors,
  taxes & zoning ............................. IX-12
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
 Sale of ..........................................XVI-20
ALTERATION OF GOVERNMENT
 Right of ciƟ zens ................................. I-2
AMARILLO, CITY OF
 Hospital district, creaƟ on of ............ IX-5
AMENDMENTS
 Blind, prohibited ............................ III-36
 By non-originaƟ ng house .............. III-31
 Cannot change purpose ................ III-30
 City charters ....................................XI-5
 ConsƟ tuƟ on ..................................XVII-1
 see also BILLS

INDEX
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ANDREWS COUNTY
 County treasurer’s offi  ce abolished
  & duƟ es transferred ..................XVI-44
ANGELO STATE UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
ANTITRUST LAWS
 Evidence by deposiƟ on .................... I-10
APPEALS
 AdjudicaƟ on of insanity ................I-15-a
 Bail, denial of ................................. I-11a
 Court of criminal appeals, bail
  denial orders ................................ I-11a
 Criminal cases
  Disallowed ground for
   appeal .................................... I-30
  State right to appeal ...............V-26
 Supreme court jurisdicƟ on ......V-3, V-3b
APPOINTMENTS
 Clerks of appellate courts ............... V-5a
 County aƩ orney, in case of
  vacancy .........................................V-21
 County judge, by consent, when
  regular judge disqualifi ed .............V-16
 Court of appeals, in case of
  vacancy .........................................V-28
 Court of criminal appeals, in
  case of vacancy .............................V-28
 District court judge, in case of
  vacancy .........................................V-28
 DuraƟ on of .................................... IV-12
 Judges, in case of vacancy ..............V-28
 JusƟ ce of peace, in case of
  vacancy .........................................V-28
 Railroad commissioner, in case
  of vacancy ..................................XVI-30
 Secretary of state........................... IV-21
 Senate approval required .............. IV-12
 State Commission on Judicial
  Conduct .......................................V-1-a
 Supreme court, in case of
  vacancy .........................................V-28
 Texas Ethics Commission ............. III-24a
 Veterans’ Land Board .................III-49-b
 Water Development Board ......... III-49-c
APPORTIONMENT
 Judicial districts .............................. V-7a
 LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng
  Board .................................. III-28, V-7a
 RepresentaƟ ves ...........III-2, III-26, III-28
 Senators ...............................III-25, III-28
  Terms aŌ er............................... III-3
 Time for ......................................... III-28

APPROPRIATIONS
 Bill
  Comptroller to endorse ....... III-49a
  Exempt from eff ecƟ ve date
   rule ...................................... III-39
  May embrace various
   subjects................................ III-35
  Time of taking eff ect .............. III-39
  Veto of items ......................... IV-14
 Bond guarantee program, part of
  permanent school fund
  appropriated for ...........................VII-5
 Colleges & universiƟ es,
  construcƟ on ...............................VII-17
 CompensaƟ on of public
  offi  cers ......................................... III-44
 Comptroller’s cerƟ fi cate .............. III-49a
 ConsƟ tuƟ onal Revision
  Commission ................................XVII-2
 DuraƟ on .........................................VIII-6
 Economic stabilizaƟ on
  fund .......................................... III-49-g
 Emergency ...................................VIII-22
  Colleges & universiƟ es .........VII-17,

VII-18
  Prior approval of transfer
   required .............................XVI-69
 Extra compensaƟ on .............III-44, III-53
 Governor’s approval of items ........ IV-14
 Historical memorials ....................XVI-39
 Hospital districts, prohibited ........... IX-4
 In excess of anƟ cipated revenues,
  prohibited .................................. III-49a
 Individuals, prohibited unless there 
  is law validaƟ ng claim .................. III-44
 Prior approval of emergency funds
  transfer required .......................XVI-69
 Private purposes, prohibited .........XVI-6
 Published annually ........................XVI-6
 Religious socieƟ es, seminaries
  & sects, prohibited .......................... I-7
 RestricƟ ons ..................................VIII-22
 Schools ...........................................VII-3
 Specifi c, required ...........................VIII-6
 Texas A&M University ...................VII-13
ARMED FORCES
 Enlisted personnel, may hold more
  than one offi  ce ..........................XVI-40
 Grand jury indictment, warƟ me
  excepƟ on ....................................... I-10
 Members killed in acƟ on
  Spouse of, property tax
   exempƟ on ........................ VIII-1-b
 Public offi  cers called to acƟ ve
  duty, may be temporarily
  replaced .....................................XVI-72



199

 ReƟ red offi  cers, may hold more
  than one offi  ce ..........................XVI-40
 Veterans
  Bonds to provide fi nancing
   for ..................... III-49-b, III-49-n*
  Bonds to provide fi nancing
   for cemeteries ..................III-49-b
  Disabled
   Property tax
    exempƟ on ...... VIII-1-b, VIII-2
   Spouse of, property tax
    exempƟ on ................ VIII-1-b
  Hospitals, state may
   contribute to ......................XVI-73
  Purchase of land from Veterans’
   Land Fund .........................III-49-b
 see also MILITARY
ARMS
 see WEAPONS
ARMY
 see ARMED FORCES
ARREST
 Legislators, privilege from
  during session .............................. III-14
 Search & seizure, guaranty
  against ............................................. I-9
 Voters, privilege from ......................VI-5
 Warrant, requirement of ................... I-9
ARTISANS’ LIENS
 Lien for value of labor or
  materials ....................................XVI-37
ASSAULT, AGGRAVATED
 Bail denial ...................................... I-11a
ASSEMBLY
 Right of ciƟ zens ............................... I-27
ASSESSORͳCOLLECTOR OF TAXES
 see TAX ASSESSOR ͳCOLLECTOR
ASSISTANCE OR AID
 Aged, blind, or children ..............III-51-a
 Death benefi ts ............................III-51-d
 Disabled ......................................III-51-a
 Fire departments .....................III-51-a-1
 LimitaƟ on on expenditures ........III-51-a
 Medical care ...............................III-51-a
 Public calamity .............................. III-51
 Veterans......................................III-49-b
ASYLUMS
 Commitment
  TesƟ mony of expert
   witness required .................I-15-a

  Up to 90 days without trial ...... I-15
ATTAINDER
 Bills of, prohibited ............................ I-16
ATTORNEY AD LITEM
 Appointment of ............................I-15-a
ATTORNEY GENERAL
 AccounƟ ng & reporƟ ng to
  governor ...................................... IV-24
 Bond approval
  Available university fund ......VII-18
  Park development fund ......III-49-e
  Permanent university
   fund ....................................VII-18
  Texas Water Development
   Fund ................................. III-49-c,

III-49-d, III-49-d-1
  Texas Water Development
   Fund II ........................... III-49-d-8
  Veterans’ Land Fund ...........III-49-b
 ConsƟ tuƟ onal amendment,
  explanatory statement
  approved by ................................XVII-1
 DuƟ es ............................................ IV-22
 ElecƟ on ..........................IV-2, IV-3, IV-22
 ExecuƟ ve department offi  cer .......... IV-1
 Impeachment, trial by senate .........XV-2
 Ineligible for legislature ................. III-19
 LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng Board
  member ....................................... III-28
 Salary, minimum .........................III-61-a
 State debt approval ....................... III-49
 Term of offi  ce................................. IV-22
ATTORNEYS
 Accused right to ............................... I-10
 County
  ElecƟ on & term of offi  ce.........V-21
  Removal of ..............................V-24
  Represent state in cases in
   district & inferior courts .......V-21
  Vacancy in offi  ce .....................V-21
 District
  Criminal district aƩ orneys,
   elecƟ on & term of offi  ce ......V-30
  ElecƟ on & term of offi  ce.........V-21
 Liability in criminal cases ................. I-30
AUSTIN, CITY OF
 Convening legislature in place
  other than AusƟ n .......................... IV-8
 Seat of government ....................... III-58
 State Commission on Judicial
  Conduct .......................................V-1-a

* Of the two ArƟ cles III-49-n, this is the one proposed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., R.S., S.J.R. 55.
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AUSTIN COUNTY
 Relinquishment of state claim to
  certain lands & minerals ............ VII-2A
AVAILABLE SCHOOL FUND
 DistribuƟ on of revenue from permanent
  school fund land or properƟ es .....VII-5
 Establishment, composiƟ on
  & allocaƟ on ..................................VII-5
 Limited distribuƟ on of total returns
  from permanent school fund
  investments ..................................VII-5
 Motor fuel tax revenue
  allocaƟ on ..................................VIII-7-a
AVAILABLE UNIVERSITY FUND
 ComposiƟ on & allocaƟ on .............VII-18
BAIL
 Capital off enses not bailable ........... I-11
 Denial ..........................I-11, I-11a, I-11b
 Excessive, not to be required .......... I-13
 Prisoner’s right to ............................ I-11
BALLOTS
 ElecƟ on ............................................VI-4
BANKS & SAVINGS INSTITUTIONS
 IncorporaƟ on & operaƟ on ...........XVI-16
BAR, STATE
 State Commission on Judicial
  Conduct, appointment to ............V-1-a
BASTROP COUNTY
 Relinquishment of state claim to
  certain lands .............................. VII-2A
BEACHES
 Public, access & use ......................... I-33
 Traffi  c on, governing body may
  regulate ......................................IX-1-A
BEE COUNTY
 County treasurer’s offi  ce abolished
  & duƟ es transferred ..................XVI-44
BEXAR COUNTY
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
 County treasurer’s offi  ce abolished
  & duƟ es transferred ..................XVI-44
BILL OF RIGHTS
 Accused, guaranteed rights ............. I-10
 Arms, keeping, bearing
  & wearing ...................................... I-23
 Assembly, right of ciƟ zens ............... I-27
 AƩ ainder, bills of, prohibited ........... I-16
 AƩ orney ad litem, court will
  appoint .......................................I-15-a

 Bail
  Denial of ..............I-11, I-11a, I-11b
  Excessive, prohibited ............... I-13
 Commitment of persons of
  unsound mind ....................I-15, I-15-a
 Contracts not to be impaired .......... I-16
 CorrupƟ on of blood for
  convicƟ on prohibited .................... I-21
 Courts shall be open ........................ I-13
 Crime vicƟ ms ................................... I-30
 Cruel & unusual punishment
  prohibited ...................................... I-13
 Debt, imprisonment for
  prohibited ...................................... I-18
 DeportaƟ on for off ense commiƩ ed
  in state prohibited ......................... I-20
 Double jeopardy prohibited ............ I-14
 Due course of law
  DeprivaƟ on without,
   prohibited .............................. I-19
  Remedy .................................... I-13
 Eminent domain .............................. I-17
 Entailments prohibited .................... I-26
 Equality ...................................... I-3, I-3a
 Ex post facto laws prohibited .......... I-16
 Excepted from powers of
  government ................................... I-29
 Exclusive privileges, prohibiƟ on of
  except for public service .................. I-3
 Forfeiture of estate for convicƟ on
  prohibited ...................................... I-21
 Former jeopardy of life & liberty
  for same off ense prohibited .......... I-14
 Franchises ........................................ I-17
 Free insƟ tuƟ ons, maintenance of...... I-1
 Government
  AlteraƟ on of............................... I-2
  By & for the people ................... I-2
 Habeas corpus ................................. I-12
 Impeachment .................................. I-10
 Indictment by grand jury ................. I-10
 Jury trial
  Criminal prosecuƟ ons .............. I-10
  Right to .........................I-15, I-15-a
 Libel, jury determines facts ............... I-8
 Liberty of speech & press .................. I-8
 Life, liberty & property, deprivaƟ on
  without due course of law
  prohibited ...................................... I-19
 Local government, preservaƟ on of .... I-1
 Marriage, defi niƟ on of .................... I-32
 Mentally ill persons
  Commitment ........................I-15-a
  Temporary commitment .......... I-15
 Military subordinate to civil
  authority ........................................ I-24
 Monopolies prohibited .................... I-26
 Oaths taken under penalty of
  perjury ............................................. I-5
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 Open courts ..................................... I-13
 Outlawry prohibited ........................ I-20
 PerpetuiƟ es prohibited.................... I-26
 Perpetuity of government ................. I-1
 PreservaƟ on of in case of
  disaster ........................................ III-62
 Press, freedom of .............................. I-8
 Primogeniture prohibited ................ I-26
 Privileges & immuniƟ es, none
  granted .......................................... I-17
 Property, compensaƟ on from state
  for use of ....................................... I-17
 Quartering of soldiers ...................... I-25
 Redress of grievances, right of
  ciƟ zens ........................................... I-27
 Religion
  Freedom of ................................ I-6
  Religious beliefs do not
   disqualify witnesses ................. I-5
  Religious tests not required for
   public offi  ce ............................. I-4
 Religious organizaƟ ons
  Equal protecƟ on ........................ I-6
  No appropriaƟ on of state funds
   or property to .......................... I-7
  No preference to ....................... I-6
 RetroacƟ ve laws prohibited ............. I-16
 Search & seizure prohibited .............. I-9
 Speech, freedom of ........................... I-8
 Suicides, descent of property .......... I-21
 Suspension of laws by legislature
  only ................................................ I-28
 Texas, free & independent ................. I-1
 Treason ............................................ I-22
 Trial
  By jury ...................I-10, I-15, I-15-a
  Second, prohibited aŌ er verdict
   of not guilty ........................... I-14
  Speedy & public ....................... I-10
 Truth of publicaƟ on as evidence ....... I-8
 VicƟ ms of crime ............................... I-30
 Warrants, requirements for ............... I-9
 Witnesses not disqualifi ed by
  religious beliefs ................................ I-5
 Worship, freedom to ......................... I-6
BILLS
 Amendments
  Blind, prohibited .................... III-36
  By non-originaƟ ng house....... III-31
  By reference, prohibited ........ III-36
  Cannot change purpose ......... III-30
 AppropriaƟ ons
  Comptroller to endorse ....... III-49a
  Exempt from 90-day rule ....... III-39
  May embrace various
   subjects................................ III-35
  Veto of items ......................... IV-14

 CommiƩ ee, reference to & report
  from ............................................. III-37
 Comptroller’s cerƟ fi cate that amount
  appropriated is available ........... III-49a
 ConsideraƟ on .................................. III-5
 Defeated, no other of same
  substance..................................... III-34
 Eff ecƟ ve date ................................. III-39
 Emergency, 2/3 vote required ....... III-39
 EnacƟ ng clause .............................. III-29
 Failure to be signed by
  governor ...................................... IV-14
 Governor must be sent all bills,
  concurrent resoluƟ ons
  & orders ....................................... IV-15
 IntroducƟ on ..................................... III-5
 Laws passed only by bills ............... III-30
 Originate in either house ............... III-31
 Reading on three several days ....... III-32
  Suspension of rule ................. III-32
 RejecƟ on by either house .............. III-31
 Revenue, originate in house
  only .............................................. III-33
 Revival or amendment by
  reference ..................................... III-36
 Signing
  By governor ........................... IV-14
  By presiding offi  cers .............. III-38
 Subject, one per bill ....................... III-35
 Titles .............................................. III-35
  Amendment by reference to
   prohibited ............................ III-36
 Veto  ............................................... IV-14
BILLS OF ATTAINDER
 Prohibited ........................................ I-16
BINGO
 AuthorizaƟ on of games ................. III-47
BLIND AMENDMENTS
 Prohibited ...................................... III-36
BLIND PERSONS
 Agencies serving, private
  donaƟ ons to ................................XVI-6
 Assistance grants ........................III-51-a
BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
 ComposiƟ on ..............................XVI-30a
 In name of Texas ............................ IV-20
 Term of offi  ce.............................XVI-30a
 see also names of specifi c boards
BONDS
 Adjutant general’s
  department ..................III-50-f, III-50-g
 Aging and Disability Services,
  Department of .......................... III-50-g
 Agricultural fund ..............III-49-f, III-49-i
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 Agricultural water
  conservaƟ on .............................III-50-d
 Agriculture, Department of .........III-50-f
 Airport authoriƟ es ......................... IX-12
 Blind & Visually Impaired, Texas
  School for the ...............III-50-f, III-50-g
 Buff er areas adjacent to military
  installaƟ ons, fi nancing
  acquisiƟ on of ............................. III-52k
 Building and Procurement
  Commission, Texas .................... III-50-g
 CiƟ es may issue to fi nance
  development ............................VIII-1-g
 ConservaƟ on & reclamaƟ on
  districts ......................................XVI-59
  For fi re-fi ghƟ ng purposes ....XVI-59
 ConstrucƟ on & repair
  projects ......................................III-50-f
 CoordinaƟ ng Board, Texas
  Higher EducaƟ on ...................III-50b-4,

III-50b-5, III-50b-6,
III-50b-6A, III-50b-7

 CorrecƟ onal, law enforcement &
  mental health faciliƟ es .............III-49-h
 CounƟ es
  Economic development ......III-52-a
  Hospital districts ............. IX-4, IX-5,

IX-9, IX-9B, IX-11
  Improvements ....................... III-52
  Seawall construcƟ on ...............XI-7
 Criminal JusƟ ce, Texas
  Department of ..............III-50-f, III-50-g
 Deaf, Texas School
  for the ...........................III-50-f, III-50-g
 Economic development .............III-52-a,

VIII-1-g, XVI-71
 Economic development projects
  for defense-related
  communiƟ es ...........................III-49-n*
 Economically distressed
  areas ................................... III-49-d-10
 ElecƟ ons involving bond
  issuance .......................................VI-3a
 Farm & ranch fi nance
  program .....................................III-49-f
 Farm & ranch loan security
  bonds ......................................... III-50c
 General revenue fund ..................III-49-j
 General Services Commission
  (see also Building and Procurement
  Commission, Texas) ...................III-50-f
 Health, Texas Department of
  (see also State Health Services,
  Department of) ..........................III-50-f
 Highway improvement ...............III-49-p

 Historical Commission,
  Texas .............................III-50-f, III-50-g
 Independent school districts ...... VII-3-b
 InsƟ tuƟ ons of higher educaƟ on,
  permanent improvements.........VII-17,

VII-18
 Interest rates ................................. III-65
 Investment for permanent
  university fund ............. VII-11, VII-11a,

 VII-17, VII-18
 Jail districts ..................................III-48-f
 Junior college districts ................ VII-3-b
 Mental Health & Mental RetardaƟ on,
  Texas Department of .................III-50-f
 Mental health & mental retardaƟ on
  faciliƟ es ....................................III-49-h
 Military installaƟ ons, property or
  infrastructure ............................. III-52k
 Military value revolving loan
  account ...................................III-49-n*
 Parks & Wildlife
  Department ................. III-49-e, III-50-f
 PoliƟ cal subdivisions .........III-52, III-52-a
 PreservaƟ on Board, State ............III-50-f
 Prisons ........................................III-49-h
 Product development fund .........XVI-71
 Public Safety, Department of ......III-50-f,

III-50-g
 Purchase of needed
  equipment .................................III-50-f
 Rail relocaƟ on and improvement
  fund ..........................................III-49-o
 Roads .................................III-49-l, III-52
 School, permanent school fund may
  be used to guarantee....................VII-5
 Small business incubator fund .....XVI-71
 State Health Services,
  Department of .......................... III-50-g 
 Student loans ..........  III-50b-4, III-50b-5,

III-50b-6, III-50b-6A, III-50b-7
 TaxaƟ on, exempƟ on from ..............VIII-2
 Texas A&M System, bonds for
  permanent improvements..........VII-18
 TransportaƟ on Commission,
  Texas .............III-49-n†, III-49-o, III-49-p
 U.S., as investment for permanent
  university fund .............. VII-11, VII-11a
 University of Texas System,
  bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
 Veterans cemeteries ...................III-49-b
 Veterans homes or land ..............III-49-b
 Veterans’ Housing Assistance
  Fund ..........................................III-49-b
 Veterans’ Housing Assistance
  Fund II .......................................III-49-b

* Of the two ArƟ cles III-49-n, this is the one proposed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., R.S., S.J.R. 55.
† Of the two ArƟ cles III-49-n, this is the one proposed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., R.S., H.J.R. 28.
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 Veterans’ Land Board .................III-49-b
 Veterans’ Land Fund ..................III-49-b,

III-65
 Water Development Board ........ III-49-c,

III-49-d, III-49-d-1, III-49-d-2,
III-49-d-7, III-49-d-8, III-49-d-9,

III-49-d-10, III-49-d-11, III-49-d-12,
III-49-d-13, III-50-d

 Youth Commission, Texas ...........III-50-f,
III-50-g

 Youth correcƟ ons faciliƟ es .........III-49-h
BRANCH BANKING
 PermiƩ ed under certain
  circumstances ............................XVI-16
BRANDS
 RegulaƟ on ...................................XVI-23
BREAKWATERS
 DonaƟ on of public domain
  for construcƟ on .............................XI-8
 Right of way, condemnaƟ on
  & taxes ...........................................XI-7
BRIBERY
 Disqualifi caƟ on from offi  ce ..........XVI-2,

XVI-5, XVI-41
 Exclusion from jury service .............V-14
 Exclusion from voƟ ng ......................VI-1
 ExecuƟ ve, judicial, or legislaƟ ve
  offi  cer ........................................XVI-41
BRIDGES
 ConstrucƟ on of provided by
  general law ....................................XI-2
 Convict labor, use of ....................XVI-24
 Harris County, funds for
  construcƟ on .............................. III-52d
 Limit of tax by county or city .........VIII-9
 Local or special law
  prohibited .................................... III-56
 Provision ............................. XI-2, XVI-24
BUSINESS
 Banking or discounƟ ng
  privileges ...................................XVI-16
 Monopolies prohibited .................... I-26
 Product development
  fund ...........................................XVI-71
 Small business incubator fund .....XVI-71
CANALS
 Bonds for construcƟ on .................. III-52
CANCER
 Cancer PrevenƟ on and Research
  InsƟ tute of Texas.......................... III-67
CANCER PLAN, TEXAS
 Funds for research & prevenƟ on ... III-67

CAPITAL
 AusƟ n, seat of government ........... III-58
CAPITAL OFFENSES
 Bail denial ........................................ I-11
 Reprieves & condiƟ onal
  pardons........................................ IV-11
CASS COUNTY
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
CASTRO COUNTY
 Hospital district, creaƟ on of .......... IX-11
CEMETERIES
 ExempƟ on from property tax ........VIII-2
 Local or special law prohibited ...... III-56
CERTIORARI, WRIT OF
 Court of criminal appeals, power
  to issue ...........................................V-5
 District court, power to issue ...........V-8
 Supreme court, power to issue ........V-3
CHAMBERS COUNTY
 Excepted from precinct
  populaƟ on requirements..............V-18
CHANGE OF NAME
 Local or special law
  prohibited .................................... III-56
CHARITABLE RAFFLES
 PermiƩ ed under certain
  circumstances .............................. III-47
CHARITY ORGANIZATIONS
 ExempƟ on from property tax ........VIII-2
CHILD SUPPORT
 Garnishment of wages for
  payment ....................................XVI-28
CHILDREN
 see MINORS
CHURCHES
 see RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
CITIES & TOWNS
 Alcoholic beverages legalized by
  local opƟ on ................................XVI-20
 Bonds
  Economic development .....III-52-a, 

III-1-g
  ElecƟ ons ................................VI-3a
  Improvements ....................... III-52
  Military installaƟ ons ............ III-52k
  Seawall construcƟ on ...............XI-7
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 Charter
  Amendment by ciƟ es when
   populaƟ on reduced to
   5,000 or less ..........................XI-5
  CiƟ es with populaƟ on of
   5,000 or less ..........................XI-4
  CiƟ es with populaƟ on of more
   than 5,000 .............................XI-5
  Interlocal contracts ..........XI-5, XI-7
  Local or special law
   prohibited ............................ III-56
  Procedure to fi ll governing
   body vacancy .......................XI-11
 Civil service ....................................XI-11
 ElecƟ ons ........................... VI-3, XVI-13A
 Employees
  Extra compensaƟ on
   prohibited ............................ III-53
  Workers’ compensaƟ on ......... III-60
 Fire fi ghƟ ng equipment,
  donaƟ on of ..................... III-52h, III-52i
 Governmental funcƟ ons,
  consolidaƟ on of ........................... III-64
 Governmental & proprietary
  funcƟ ons, defi niƟ on of ................XI-13
 Insurance payments ...................... III-52
 Loans or grants of public
  money .............................III-52, III-52-a
 Municipal elecƟ ons .......... VI-3, XVI-13A
 OccupaƟ on tax, limits on ...............VIII-1
 Offi  cials
  Extra compensaƟ on
   prohibited ............................ III-53
  Term of offi  ce .......... XI-11, XVI-30b
 ParƟ cipaƟ on in establishment of
  MHMR & public health
  services ........................................ IX-13
 Private corporate capital, may not
  subscribe to ...................................XI-3
 Property exempt from forced sale
  & taxaƟ on ......................................XI-9
 Railroad property liable to
  municipal taxaƟ on .......................VIII-5
 Sewer laterals, relocaƟ on on
  private property ..........................XI-12
 TaxaƟ on
  ExempƟ on from ..................VIII-1-f,

VIII-1-g
  Maximum ..............................VIII-9
  PopulaƟ on 5,000 or less ..........XI-4
  PopulaƟ on over 5,000 .............XI-5
  Purposes for .......................... III-52
 Water laterals, relocaƟ on on
  private property ..........................XI-12
CIVIL AUTHORITY
 Military subordinate to .................... I-24

CIVIL LITIGATION
 State defended by aƩ orney
  general ......................................... IV-22
CIVIL SERVICE
 Term of offi  ce.............................XVI-30b
CLEMENCY
 Powers of governor ....................... IV-11
CLERKS OF COURT
 Commissioners court ......................V-20
 County court ..........................V-20, V-24
 Court of appeals ............................. V-5a
 Court of criminal appeals ............... V-5a
 District court ............................V-9, V-24
 Ineligible for legislature ................. III-19
 Supreme court ................................ V-5a
COAST GUARD
 see ARMED FORCES
CODIFICATION
 Civil & criminal laws ....................... III-43
COLLEGE OF OSTEOPATHIC
 MEDICINE, TEXAS
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
COLLEGE STUDENT LOAN BONDS
 Issuance, terms ........................III-50b-4,

III-50b-5, III-50b-6,
III-50b-6A, III-50b-7

COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
 AppropriaƟ on from general revenue
  fund in certain cases ...................VII-17
 ConstrucƟ on funding ....................VII-17
 County taxaƟ on of university
  lands ...........................................VII-16
 Land, appropriaƟ on & sale ..........VII-12,

VII-15
 Student loans ........... III-50b-4, III-50b-5,

III-50b-6, III-50b-6A, III-50b-7
 Terms of offi  ce set by
  legislature ................................VII-16-a
 Texas tomorrow fund ....................VII-19
 see also AVAILABLE UNIVERSITY
  FUND; HIGHER EDUCATION; 
  NATIONAL RESEARCH
  UNIVERSITY FUND; PERMANENT
  UNIVERSITY FUND; specifi c
  insƟ tuƟ on name
COLLIN COUNTY
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
 County treasurer’s offi  ce abolished
  & duƟ es transferred ..................XVI-44
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COLONIAS
 Bonds for roadways .....................III-49-l
COMANCHE COUNTY
 Hospital district coextensive with
  County Commissioners Precinct No. 4
  of Comanche County ..................... IX-8
COMMANDERͳINͳCHIEF
 Governor, power to call forth
  miliƟ a ............................................. IV-7
COMMISSIONERS COURTS
 Appointments
  Airport authority board ......... IX-12
  County aƩ orney, in case of
   vacancy .................................V-21
  County judge, in case of
   vacancy .................................V-28
  JusƟ ce of peace, in case of
   vacancy .................................V-28
  Sheriff , in case of vacancy .......V-23
 Clerk
  ElecƟ on, term of offi  ce &
   vacancy .................................V-20
  Removal ..................................V-24
 ConservaƟ on & reclamaƟ on
  district review ............................XVI-59
 County commissioner, elecƟ on
  & term of offi  ce ............................V-18
 County court terms, seƫ  ng of ........V-29
 County permanent school fund,
  reducƟ on & distribuƟ on .............VII-6b
 Disposal of county school lands,
  will provide manner for ................VII-6
 Dual offi  ce holding .......................XVI-40
 ElecƟ on ...........................................V-18
 Establishment ...................................V-1
 Harris County, road construcƟ on
  tax levy ...................................... III-52d
 Judicial power vested in ...................V-1
 May declare offi  ce of constable
  dormant in certain precincts ........V-18
 May submit to voters quesƟ on of
  abolishing offi  ce of county
  surveyor .....................................XVI-44
 Precinct offi  cers,
  compensaƟ on of ........................XVI-61
 Precincts .........................................V-18
 Presiding offi  cer, county judge .......V-18
 Supervision by district court .............V-8
 Taxes, levy of .................................VIII-9
COMMISSIONS
 see BOARDS & COMMISSIONS
COMMITMENT
 Temporary, of mentally ill
  persons without trial ..................... I-15

 TesƟ mony of expert witnesses
  required ......................................I-15-a
COMMUNITY PROPERTY
 Rights & agreements of
  spouses ......................................XVI-15
COMPENSATION
 Administrators, reƟ red public
  school ........................................XVI-40
 AppropriaƟ ons, none made for
  extra ............................................ III-44
 AƩ orney general ............................ IV-22
  Minimum ............................III-61-a
 Clerks of appellate courts ............... V-5a
 College faculty .............................XVI-40
 Commissioner of General Land
  Offi  ce ........................................... IV-23
  Minimum ............................III-61-a
 Comptroller of public accounts ..... IV-23
  Minimum ............................III-61-a
 County offi  cers
  AƩ orney ..................................V-21
  Clerk........................................V-20
  Judge ......................................V-15
 County surveyor ............. XVI-44, XVI-61
 District aƩ orneys ............................V-21
 Dual offi  ce holding .......................XVI-33
 Extra not allowed........................... III-53
 Governor .................................IV-5, IV-6
  Minimum ............................III-61-a
 Judges & jusƟ ces
  County court ...........................V-15
  Court of appeals (formerly Court
   of Civil Appeals) ......................V-6
  Court of criminal appeals .........V-4
  District court .............................V-7
  JusƟ ce court .........................XVI-61
  Supreme court ..........................V-2
 Legislators .......................... III-24, III-24a
 Lieutenant governor .......... III-24a, IV-17
 Minimum for certain
  offi  cials .....................................III-61-a
 Property taken by state ................... I-17
 Public offi  cers ....................III-44, XVI-40
 Secretary of state........................... IV-21
  Minimum ............................III-61-a
 Sheriff  .............................................V-23
 Speaker of the house ................... III-24a
 Teachers .......................................XVI-40
 Two salaries from state
  prohibited ..................................XVI-33
 Wrongful imprisonment
  or fi ne ....................................... III-51-c
COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC
 ACCOUNTS
 AccounƟ ng & reporƟ ng to
  governor ...................................... IV-24
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 CerƟ fi caƟ on that state has money
  that bill appropriates ................. III-49a
 DuƟ es of State Treasurer’s
  offi  ce transferred to ....................... IV-1
 Economic stabilizaƟ on fund,
  transfer of funds ....................... III-49-g
 ElecƟ on ..........................IV-2, IV-3, IV-23
 Endorsement of bills containing
  appropriaƟ ons ........................... III-49a
 EsƟ mate of receipts &
  disbursements ........................... III-49a
 ExecuƟ ve department offi  cer .......... IV-1
 Financial statement ..................... III-49a
 Impeachment, trial by senate .........XV-2
 LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng Board
  member ....................................... III-28
 Residence ...................................... IV-23
 Salary ............................................. IV-23
  Minimum ............................III-61-a
 Term of offi  ce................................. IV-23
CONSERVATION & RECLAMATION
 DISTRICTS
 Board members, terms of............XVI-30
 Bonds, creaƟ on & taxes ...............XVI-59
 Development of parks &
  recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es .................XVI-59
 Fire-fi ghƟ ng acƟ viƟ es ..................XVI-59
 Water development funds ......... III-49-c,

III-49-d-1
 see also WATER CONSERVATION
  FACILITIES
CONSTABLES
 Chambers County & Randall County
  excepted from precinct populaƟ on
  requirements ................................V-18
 CompensaƟ on .............................XVI-61
 Deputy constables,
  compensaƟ on of ........................XVI-61
 ElecƟ on ...........................................V-18
 Offi  ce abolished in certain
  counƟ es ........................................V-18
 Offi  ce may be declared dormant
  in certain precincts .......................V-18
 Precincts .........................................V-18
 Qualifi caƟ ons prescribed by
  legislature .....................................V-18
 Reinstatement of offi  ce previously
  declared dormant .........................V-18
 Removal ..........................................V-24
 Term of offi  ce...............................XVI-65
CONSTITUTION
 Amendments, proposed ...............XVII-1
 Suspension of procedural rules
  during enemy aƩ ack .................... III-62
CONSTITUTION, U.S.
 State subject to .................................. I-1

CONTRACTS
 Drawback, rebates prohibited .....XVI-25
 Government ................................XVI-21
 Interest rates ...............................XVI-11
 Legislators’ interest in.................... III-18
 ObligaƟ ons of, not to be
  impaired ........................................ I-16
CONVICTS
 Interstate agreements to allow
  confi nement in another state’s
  prison ............................................. I-20
 Labor, use of on public road &
  bridge construcƟ on ...................XVI-24
 Outlawry prohibited ........................ I-20
 Pardons .......................................... IV-11
 ProbaƟ on .......................... IV-11, IV-11A
 TransportaƟ on for crime
  prohibited ...................................... I-20
 VoƟ ng, prohibited from ...................VI-1
COORDINATING BOARD, TEXAS
 HIGHER EDUCATION
 Bonds ......................  III-50b-4, III-50b-5,

III-50b-6, III-50b-6A, III-50b-7
CORPORATIONS
 Banking ........................................XVI-16
 Charter rights, inquiry by aƩ orney
  general ......................................... IV-22
 CreaƟ on by general laws ...............XII-1,

XII-2
 Homicide, liability for ..................XVI-26
 Income tax .....................................VIII-1
 Municipal .........................................XI-3
 No county or city shall be subscriber
  to private corporate capital ...........XI-3
 Nonprofi t water suppliers ..........VIII-1-k
 OccupaƟ on tax ..............................VIII-1
 Power to tax corporaƟ on will not be
  surrendered or suspended ..........VIII-4
 ProtecƟ on of public &
  stockholders .................................XII-2
 State credit not to aid .................... III-50
CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES
 Bonds ..........................................III-49-h
CORRUPTION OF BLOOD
 Prohibited ........................................ I-21
COUNTIES
 Ad valorem tax on property
  levied by ...................................VIII-1-a
 Airport authoriƟ es ......................... IX-12
 Bonds, power to issue .................. III-52,

III-52-a, III-52k, XI-7
 Commissioners courts ....................V-18
 Constables ......................................V-18
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 CreaƟ on ........................................... IX-1
 Employees
  see PUBLIC EMPLOYEES ͳ
   LOCAL GOVERNMENT
 Fence laws ..................................... III-56
 Governmental funcƟ ons ................ III-64
 Improvements & investments ....... III-52
 Interlocal contracts ..................XI-5, XI-7
 JusƟ ces of peace .............................V-18
 Legal subdivisions ............................XI-1
 Loans or grants of public
  money .............................III-52, III-52-a
 Local opƟ on liquor law ................XVI-20
 Motor vehicle registraƟ on
  fees ...........................................VIII-7-a
 OccupaƟ on tax levied,
  limits on .......................................VIII-1
 Offi  cers, residence of  ..................XVI-14
 On Gulf of Mexico
  DonaƟ on of public domain for
   construcƟ on of seawalls &
   breakwaters ...........................XI-8
  Taxes & bonds for seawalls,
   breakwaters & sanitaƟ on ......XI-7
 ParƟ cipaƟ on in establishment of
  MHMR & public health
  services ........................................ IX-13
 Precincts, division into ....................V-18
 Private corporate capital, may not
  subscribe to ...................................XI-3
 Private roads, maintenance of ......III-52f
 Property exempt from forced sale
  & taxaƟ on ......................................XI-9
 Roads ............................................. III-52
 Roads serving border
  colonias .....................................III-49-l
 School fund, reducƟ on in .............VII-6b
 School lands, sale of & use of
  proceeds .......................................VII-6
 Sinking fund .....................................XI-5
 TaxaƟ on
  Emergency services
   districts .............................III-48-e
  ExempƟ on from .................. VIII-1-f
  Maximum ..............................VIII-9
  Revenues may be put into
   one fund ..............................VIII-9
  Roads ..................................... III-52
  Roads & bridges, Harris
   County ............................... III-52d
  Seawalls & breakwaters ...........XI-7
  University lands ....................VII-16
  Water projects ....................... III-52
 see also TAXATION ͳ PROPERTY
COUNTY ATTORNEY
 see ATTORNEYS

COUNTY CLERK
 ElecƟ on ...........................................V-20 
 Removal ..........................................V-24
 Term of offi  ce..................................V-20
 Vacancy in offi  ce .............................V-20
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
 ElecƟ on ...........................................V-18
 May hold more than one
  offi  ce ..........................................XVI-40
 Term of offi  ce..................... V-18, XVI-65
 see also COMMISSIONERS COURTS
COUNTY COURTS
 see COURTS, COUNTY
COUNTY SEATS
 Local or special law prohibited ...... III-56
 Removal ........................................... IX-2
COUNTY SURVEYOR
 CompensaƟ on & duƟ es ..............XVI-44,

XVI-61
 ElecƟ on ........................................XVI-44
 ElecƟ on to abolish offi  ce .............XVI-44
 Offi  ce abolished in certain
  counƟ es .....................................XVI-44
 Term of offi  ce.................. XVI-44, XVI-65
COUNTY TREASURER
 CompensaƟ on & duƟ es ..............XVI-44,

XVI-61
 ElecƟ on ........................................XVI-44 
 Fees, payment of by offi  cers ........XVI-61
 Offi  ce abolished in certain
  counƟ es .....................................XVI-44
 Term of offi  ce.................. XVI-44, XVI-65
COURT ADMINISTRATION
 Rule-making authority ....................V-31
COURT OF APPEALS Έformerly COURT OF 
CIVIL APPEALSΉ
 Clerk ............................................... V-5a
 Districts .............................................V-6
 Establishment ...................................V-1
 JurisdicƟ on, membership &
  sessions ..........................................V-6
 JusƟ ces
  see JUDGES & JUSTICES
 Name changed from courts of
  civil appeals ....................................V-6
COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS
 Clerk of court .................................. V-5a
 Death penalty cases, review of .........V-5
 Denial of bail, condiƟ ons for ......... I-11a
 Establishment ...................................V-1
 Fact, power to ascertain ...................V-5
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 Judges
  see JUDGES & JUSTICES
 JurisdicƟ on
  Appellate ..................................V-5
  Original .....................................V-5
  QuesƟ ons of state law cerƟ fi ed
   from federal appellate
   court .................................... V-3-c
 Presiding judge .................................V-4
 Quorum ............................................V-4
 Sessions ..........................................V-5b
 Terms of court ................................V-5b
 Writs, power to issue ........................V-5
COURT, SUPREME
 see SUPREME COURT
COURTHOUSES
 ConstrucƟ on of provided by
  general law ....................................XI-2
COURTS, COMMISSIONERS
 see COMMISSIONERS COURTS
COURTS, COUNTY
 Appointment of aƩ orney ad litem in
  insanity trial ................................I-15-a
 Clerk
  CompensaƟ on ........................V-20
  Removal ..................................V-24
  Term of offi  ce ..........................V-20
  Vacancy in offi  ce .....................V-20
 Court of record ...............................V-15
 Established in every county ............V-15
 Fee collecƟ on ................................ III-46
 Judges
  see JUDGES & JUSTICES
 JurisdicƟ on .....................................V-16
 Jury
  Fees ........................................V-17
  Six persons ..............................V-17
 Mentally ill persons, temporary
  commitment of .............................. I-15
 Misdemeanor cases ........................V-17
 Probate business,
  disposiƟ on of ................................V-29
 Suspension of sentence ...............IV-11A
 Terms of court .......................V-17, V-29
 Writs, power to issue ......................V-16
COURTS, DISTRICT
 Clerk
  Qualifi caƟ ons ............................V-9
  Removal ..................................V-24
  Single clerk to perform duƟ es of
    district & county clerks .........V-20
 County commissioners court,
  supervisory control over .................V-8
 County seat, proceedings
  conducted at ...................................V-7

 Division into districts ........................V-7
  ReapporƟ onment ................... V-7a
 Established .......................................V-1
 Exchanging of districts by
  judges ...........................................V-11
 Fee collecƟ on ................................ III-46
 Judges
  see JUDGES & JUSTICES
 JurisdicƟ on .......................................V-8
 Jury, trial by ....................................V-10
 Sessions ............................................V-7
 Suspension of sentence ...............IV-11A
 Writs, power to issue ........................V-8
COURTS, GENERAL
 Change in venue in civil &
  criminal cases .............................. III-45
 Establishment ...................................V-1
 Fee collecƟ on ................................ III-46
 Open courts ..................................... I-13
 Rules established by supreme
  court .............................................V-31
 Suspension of sentence ...............IV-11A
 see also JUDGES & JUSTICES
COURTS, JUSTICE
 Establishment ...................................V-1
 Fee collecƟ on ................................ III-46
 JurisdicƟ on .....................................V-19
 JusƟ ces of peace
  see JUDGES & JUSTICES
 Precincts .........................................V-18
 Suspension of sentence ...............IV-11A
COURTS, MUNICIPAL
 Fee collecƟ on ................................ III-46
 State Commission on Judicial
  Conduct, appointment to ............V-1-a
 Suspension of sentence ...............IV-11A
CRIME VICTIMS
 Bill of rights ...................................... I-30
 CompensaƟ on to vicƟ ms of crime
  auxiliary fund ................................. I-31
 CompensaƟ on to vicƟ ms of
  crime fund ..................................... I-31
CRIMINAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY
 see ATTORNEYS
CRIMINAL JUSTICE AGENCIES
 OrganizaƟ on ................................IV-11B
CRIMINAL PROSECUTION
 Accused rights in ............................. I-10
 State right to appeal .......................V-26
 VicƟ ms’ rights .................................. I-30
CRUEL & UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT
 Prohibited ........................................ I-13
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DALLAS COUNTY
 Bonds for roads & turnpikes ........ III-52g
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
DAMS & RESERVOIRS
 see WATER CONSERVATION
  FACILITIES
DEATH BENEFITS
 State ...........................................III-51-d
DEBATE
 QuesƟ oning of legislators on ......... III-21
DEBT
 Exclusion of certain economic
  development programs ............III-52-a
 ExƟ nguishment .............................. III-55
 Imprisonment for, prohibited .......... I-18
 State
  AuthorizaƟ on for ................... III-49
  Limits on ....................III-49, III-49-j
  Loan or pledge of credit
   prohibited ............................ III-50
  Refunding of .......................... III-49
DENTON COUNTY
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION,
 TEXAS
 Short-term notes & loans ..........III-49-m
DEPORTATION
 Prohibited for off ense commiƩ ed
  in state ........................................... I-20
DESCENT OF PROPERTY
 Estates of suicides ........................... I-21
 Local or special law
  prohibited .................................... III-56
DISABLED PERSONS
 Homestead exempƟ on .............. VIII-1-b
 see also HANDICAPPED PERSONS
DISASTERS
 ConƟ nuity of state in case of
  enemy aƩ ack ............................... III-62
 Release from taxes ......................VIII-10
DISFRANCHISEMENT
 Prohibited except through due
  course of law ................................. I-19
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
 see ATTORNEYS

DISTRICT COURTS
 see COURTS, DISTRICT
DIVORCE
 Community property ...................XVI-15
 Garnishment of wages for payment
  of court-ordered child support &
  spousal maintenance .................XVI-28
 Local or special law
  prohibited .................................... III-56
 Separate property .......................XVI-15
DOCTORS
 Qualifi caƟ ons, legislature may
  prescribe ....................................XVI-31
DOCUMENTS
 Historical, appropriaƟ ons for
  preservaƟ on ..............................XVI-39
DOMICILE
 see RESIDENCY
DOUBLE JEOPARDY
 Prohibited ........................................ I-14
DRAWBACKS
 To carriers, shippers & merchants,
  prohibited ..................................XVI-25
DUAL OFFICE HOLDING
 RestricƟ ons ..................... XVI-33, XVI-40
DUE PROCESS OF LAW
 Judges, right to due process during
  proceedings for removal from
  offi  ce ............................................V-1-a
 Right to ....................................I-13, I-19
EAST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
EAST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
 AT TEXARKANA
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
 Agricultural fund ..............III-49-f, III-49-i
 Loans & grants of public money,
  bonds ........................................III-52-a
 Product development fund .........XVI-71
 Projects in defense-related
  communiƟ es ...........................III-49-n*
 Small business incubator fund .....XVI-71
ECONOMIC STABILIZATION FUND
 Established ................................. III-49-g

* Of the two ArƟ cles III-49-n, this is the one proposed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., R.S., S.J.R. 55.
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ECTOR COUNTY
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
EDUCATION, STATE BOARD OF
 ComposiƟ on ..............................XVI-30a
 Establishment .................................VII-8
 Investment and management of
  permanent school fund ................VII-5
 Investment of proceeds from sale of
  public school fund lands ...............VII-4
 Members ........................................VII-8
  Term of offi  ce ........... VII-8, XVI-30a
 Textbooks, duty to set aside
  money for .....................................VII-3
EL PASO COUNTY
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
 County treasurer’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
ELDERLY
 Assistance grants ........................III-51-a
 Homestead exempƟ on .............. VIII-1-b
 Reverse mortgages ......................XVI-50
ELECTION, WRITS OF
 Issued by governor within two
  days ............................................. III-13
ELECTIONS
 Absentee voƟ ng .................... VI-2, VI-2a
 AdministraƟ on .................................VI-4
 Ballots ..............................................VI-4
 Bond ..............................................VI-3a
 Bribery ...........................................XVI-5
 ConsƟ tuƟ onal amendments .........XVII-1
 Contested ................................III-8, IV-3
 ExecuƟ ve offi  cers ............................. IV-2
  Contests & Ɵ es ......................... IV-3
  PublicaƟ on of returns .............. IV-3
 LegislaƟ ve ............................III-13, III-27
 Municipal ................VI-3, VI-3a, XVI-13A
 PresidenƟ al ....................................VI-2a
 PresidenƟ al electors,
  appointment of.............................. IV-8
 Residency requirements ..................VI-2
  Bond elecƟ ons .......................VI-3a
  Municipal elecƟ ons .................VI-3
  PresidenƟ al elecƟ ons ............VI-2a
 Special
  Alcoholic beverage sales,
   local opƟ on ........................XVI-20
  CreaƟ ng state debt ................ III-49
  Writ of elecƟ on issued by
   governor .............................. III-13
 Unopposed candidate ................XVI-13,

XVI-13A

 Vacancies fi lled for unexpired
  term .................................III-13, XVI-27
 Voter registraƟ on ......... VI-2, VI-2a, VI-4
EMERGENCY CLAUSE
 Eff ecƟ ve date of bills ..................... III-39
 Suspension of three-reading
  rule .............................................. III-32
EMERGENCY PROTECTION ORDER
 ViolaƟ on ........................................ I-11c
EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICTS
 Board member terms ..................XVI-30
 CreaƟ on & tax support ...............III-48-e
EMINENT DOMAIN
 CompensaƟ on for property taken
  by state .......................................... I-17
 Sale of property ............................ III-52j
EMOLUMENTS, EXCLUSIVE
 Prohibited .......................................... I-3
EMPLOYEES
 see PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM
 ContribuƟ ons ...............................XVI-67
 Transfer of service credit to
  Teacher ReƟ rement
   System .......................................XVI-67
ENACTING CLAUSE
 Form .............................................. III-29
ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT
 STATIONS
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
ENGINEERING EXTENSION
 SERVICE
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
ENTAILMENT
 Prohibited ........................................ I-26
EQUAL RIGHTS
 Free men ........................................... I-3
 Sex, race, color, creed, or
  naƟ onal origin ............................... I-3a
EQUALIZATION, BOARDS OF
 Establishment ..............................VIII-18
 Fair cash market value not to be
  exceeded ...................................VIII-20
 Single for consolidated
  equalizaƟ on ...............................VIII-18
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ESTATES
 Forfeiture for convicƟ on
  prohibited ...................................... I-21
 Homesteads, descent &
  distribuƟ on of ............................XVI-52
 Primogeniture prohibited ................ I-26
 Suicide ............................................. I-21
ETHICS
 see TEXAS ETHICS COMMISSION
EVIDENCE
 Accused, presence of during
  introducƟ on ................................... I-10
 AnƟ trust case, deposiƟ on
  permissible .................................... I-10
 Legislature’s right to provide
  rules ............................................... I-10
 Religious belief does not
  disqualify giving ............................... I-5
 Search & seizures used to obtain ...... I-9
 Self-incriminaƟ on not required ....... I-10
EX POST FACTO LAWS
 Prohibited ........................................ I-16
EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE
 Prohibited except for public
  service ............................................. I-3
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
 Branch of government ...................... II-1
 ElecƟ on of offi  cers ........................... IV-2
  Contested ................................ IV-3
  DeclaraƟ on of .......................... IV-3
  Tie votes .................................. IV-3
 Offi  cers ............................................ IV-1
 Report to governor by all execuƟ ve
  offi  cers on accounts ..................... IV-24
 see also GOVERNOR
FAMILY VIOLENCE
 ViolaƟ on of emergency
  protecƟ on order .......................... I-11c
FARM & RANCH LOAN FINANCE
 PROGRAM
 Bonds ...........................................III-49-f
FARM & RANCH LOAN SECURITY
 FUND
 Bonds ........................................... III-50c
FAYETTE COUNTY
 County treasurer’s offi  ce abolished
  & duƟ es transferred ..................XVI-44
FEES
 Civil & criminal ............................... III-46

FELONY & FELONS
 Bail denial ....................I-11, I-11a, I-11b
 Exclusion from jury service .............V-14
 Exclusion from offi  ce .....................XVI-2
 Exclusion from voƟ ng ......................VI-1
 Grand jury indictment ..................... I-10
 Legislators not privileged from
  arrest ........................................... III-14
FENCE LAWS
 Provision ........................................ III-56
FINANCE COMMISSION OF TEXAS
 DuƟ es relaƟ ng to home equity loans
  and lines of credit ......................XVI-50
FINES
 Aid or compensaƟ on to those
  improperly fi ned ....................... III-51-c
 Excessive, not to be imposed .......... I-13
FIRE FIGHTING & FIRE FIGHTERS
 Assistance to local fi re
  departments ..........................III-51-a-1
 Bond issuance to support fi re
  fi ghƟ ng ............................III-52, XVI-59
 Death benefi ts ............................III-51-d
 Equipment, donaƟ on .................. III-52h,

III-52i
 Fire fi ghters’ pension
  commissioner ............................XVI-67
FIRE PROTECTION, RURAL
 DonaƟ on of surplus equipment
  by municipaliƟ es ......................... III-52i
FIREARMS
 see WEAPONS
FLOOD CONTROL
 Bonds ........................ III-49-c, III-49-d-2,

III-49-d-3, III-49-d-4,
III-49-d-8, III-49-d-11, III-52

 ConservaƟ on & reclamaƟ on
  districts ......................................XVI-59
 Revenue from ad valorem taxes
  used for ....................................VIII-1-a
FOREST SERVICE
 see TEXAS FOREST SERVICE
FORFEITURE
 ConvicƟ on or suicide not
  grounds for .................................... I-21
FORGERY
 Exclusion from jury service .............V-14
 Exclusion from offi  ce .....................XVI-2
 Exclusion from voƟ ng ......................VI-1
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FORMER JEOPARDY
 Prohibited ........................................ I-14
FORT BEND COUNTY
 Relinquishment of state claim to
  certain lands & minerals ............ VII-2A
FRANCHISES
 Disfranchised only by due course
  of law ............................................. I-19
 LegislaƟ ve control ............................ I-17
FRAUD
 Tax sale deeds,
  impeached by ............................VIII-13
FREEDOM
 Press .................................................. I-8
 Speech ............................................... I-8
 State .................................................. I-1
 Worship ............................................. I-6
FREIGHT
 AƩ orney general to prevent private
  corporaƟ on from collecƟ ng freight
  not authorized by law .................. IV-22
 Drawbacks & rebates
  prohibited ..................................XVI-25
FUEL
 Government contracts .................XVI-21
 Taxes ...........................................VIII-7-a
GALVESTON COUNTY
 Hospital district ............................... IX-4
GARNISHMENT
 Prohibited except for payment of
  court-ordered child support &
  spousal maintenance .................XVI-28
GARZA COUNTY
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
GENERAL LAND OFFICE
 CreaƟ on .........................................XIV-1
GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
 COMMISSIONER OF
 AccounƟ ng & reporƟ ng to
  governor ...................................... IV-24
 CerƟ fi cate from, showing center of
  county for removal of county
  seat ................................................ IX-2
 ElecƟ on ..........................IV-2, IV-3, IV-23
 ExecuƟ ve department offi  cer .......... IV-1
 Impeachment, trial by senate .........XV-2
 LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng Board
  member ....................................... III-28
 Salary ............................................. IV-23

  Minimum ............................III-61-a
 Term of offi  ce................................. IV-23
 Veterans’ Land Board
  chairman ...................................III-49-b
GOVERNMENT
 Alter, reform, or abolish, right of
  ciƟ zens ............................................. I-2
 Bill of rights excepted from
  powers ........................................... I-29
 Division & powers ............................. II-1
 Republican form ................................ I-2
GOVERNMENTAL UNIT
 see CITIES & TOWNS; COUNTIES;
  STATE
GOVERNOR
 Appointments
  Court of appeals, in case of
   vacancy .................................V-28
  Court of criminal appeals,
   in case of vacancy .................V-28
  District courts, in case of
   vacancy .................................V-28
  Judges, in case of vacancy ......V-28
  Limit on term of an appointee
   to fi ll a vacancy .................... IV-12
  Railroad commissioner, in case
   of vacancy ..........................XVI-30
  Secretary of state ................... IV-21
  Senate advice & consent ....... IV-12
  State Commission on Judicial
   Conduct ...............................V-1-a
  Supreme court, in case of
   vacancy .................................V-28
  Texas Ethics Commission ..... III-24a
  Vacancies in state or district
   offi  ces .................................. IV-12
  Vacancies occasioned by
   suspension unƟ l decision
   of impeachment of an
   offi  ceholder ..........................XV-5
  Veterans’ Land Board ..........III-49-b
  Water Development
   Board ................................ III-49-c
 AƩ orney general to advise ............ IV-22
 Chief execuƟ ve offi  cer of
  the state ........................................ IV-1
 Clemency powers .......................... IV-11
 Commander-in-chief ........................ IV-7
 Commissions, signing of ................ IV-20
 ConservaƟ on & reclamaƟ on
  districts, will receive copies
  of bills proposing new
  districts ......................................XVI-59
 Death ...................................IV-3a, IV-16
 Dual offi  ce holding .............. IV-6, XVI-40
 ElecƟ on ..................IV-2, IV-3, IV-3a, IV-4
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 ExecuƟ on of laws ........................... IV-10
 Impeachment .......................IV-16, XV-2
 InauguraƟ on .................................... IV-4
 InspecƟ on of books of offi  cers ...... IV-24
 Interstate business
  conducted by ............................... IV-10
 Judges, removal of ..........................XV-8
 Mandamus, not subject to ...............V-3
 Mansion, use of ............................... IV-5
 Messages to legislature ................... IV-9
 Pardons, power to grant ................ IV-11
 PracƟ ce of any profession
  prohibited ...................................... IV-6
 Presented with every concurrent
  resoluƟ on, order & vote .............. IV-15
 ProclamaƟ ons
  Changes in consƟ tuƟ on approved
   by voters .............................XVII-1
  Suspending consƟ tuƟ onal rules
   in case of enemy aƩ ack ....... III-62
 Public money, accounƟ ng for .......... IV-9
 Qualifi caƟ ons ................................... IV-4
 Quo warranto, not subject to ...........V-3
 Removal of public offi  cer by
  governor with advice &
  consent of senate .........................XV-9
 Reprieves & pardons, power
  to grant ........................................ IV-11
 Residence in AusƟ n ....................... IV-13
 ResignaƟ on .................................... IV-16
 Salary .......................................IV-5, IV-6
  Minimum ............................III-61-a
 Signing of bills ................................ IV-14
  Failure to sign ........................ IV-14
 Special session, convening of .......... IV-8
 State of the state address ................ IV-9
 Succession by lieutenant
  governor ............................IV-3a, IV-16
 Succession by president pro tempore
  of the senate ............................... IV-17
 TaxaƟ on esƟ mate at commencement
  of session ....................................... IV-9
 Temporary inability to hold
  offi  ce ..................................IV-3a, IV-16
 Term of offi  ce................................... IV-4
 U.S., business with, conducted
  by governor ................................. IV-10
 Vacancy in offi  ce ................. IV-3a, IV-16,

IV-17
 Veto
  Items of appropriaƟ ons
   bills ...................................... IV-14
  Power..................................... IV-14
 Writs of elecƟ on for vacancies
  in either house ............................ III-13
GRAIN WAREHOUSE
 SELFͳINSURANCE FUND
 Guarantee of fund ......................III-50-e

GRAND JURY
 Indictments ............................I-10, V-17
 Number of members ......................V-13
 Qualifi caƟ ons ..................................V-14
 Quorum ..........................................V-13
 Special or local law
  prohibited .................................... III-56
GRAZING LAND
 see AGRICULTURAL LAND
GREGG COUNTY
 County treasurer’s offi  ce abolished
  & duƟ es transferred ..................XVI-44
GRIEVANCES, REDRESS OF
 Right of ciƟ zens ............................... I-27
GROWTH FUND
 Investment in, State Board of
  EducaƟ on ......................................VII-5
GULF OF MEXICO
 CounƟ es bordering
  DonaƟ on of public domain
   for construcƟ on of seawalls
   & breakwaters .......................XI-8
  RegulaƟ on of traffi  c on
   beaches ..............................IX-1-A
  Taxes for seawalls, breakwaters
   & sanitaƟ on ...........................XI-7
GUNS
 see WEAPONS
HABEAS CORPUS, WRIT OF
 Court of criminal appeals, power
  to issue ...........................................V-5
 District courts, power to issue ..........V-8
 Post-convicƟ on ................................ I-30
 Supreme court, power to issue ........V-3
 Suspension prohibited ..................... I-12
HABITUAL OFFENDERS
 Bail, denial of ................................. I-11a
HANDICAPPED PERSONS
 Agencies serving, private
  donaƟ ons to ................................XVI-6
 Assistance grants ........................III-51-a
 Contracts, public ..........................XVI-21
 Homestead exempƟ on .............. VIII-1-b
 RehabilitaƟ on programs .............III-51-a
HANSFORD COUNTY
 Hospital district, creaƟ on of .......... IX-11
HARRIS COUNTY
 County or road district tax ........... III-52d
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
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 Tax exempƟ on, raw cocoa &
  green coff ee ........................... VIII-1-n*
HEALTH SERVICES
 Limits on liability for noneconomic
  damages ...................................... III-66
 ParƟ cipaƟ on of legislature in
  establishment of ..........................IX-9A
 ParƟ cipaƟ on of municipaliƟ es &
  poliƟ cal subdivisions in
  establishment of .......................... IX-13
HENDERSON COUNTY
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
HIDES & ANIMALS, INSPECTOR OF
 Term of offi  ce.................. XVI-64, XVI-65
HIGHER EDUCATION
 NaƟ onal research university
  fund ............................................VII-20
 Texas tomorrow fund ....................VII-19
 see also COLLEGES &
  UNIVERSITIES
HIGHER EDUCATION
 COORDINATING BOARD, TEXAS
 Bonds ......................  III-50b-4, III-50b-5,

III-50b-6, III-50b-6A, III-50b-7
HIGHWAYS
 Highway tax and revenue
  anƟ cipaƟ on notes ................... III-49-n†

 Railroads declared public
  highways ......................................... X-2
 Use of revenues from federal
  reimbursement ........................ VIII-7-b
 see also ROADS & STREETS
HISTORICAL MEMORIALS
 AppropriaƟ ons .............................XVI-39
HISTORICAL PRESERVATION
 DonaƟ on of real property &
  improvements by school
  district.........................................VII-4B
 Relief from ad valorem tax ......... VIII-1-f
HOMES, PRIVATE
 Quartering of soldiers ...................... I-25
 Search & seizure, protecƟ on
  from unwarranted ........................... I-9
HOMESTEAD
 see PROPERTY - REAL -
  HOMESTEAD

HOMICIDE
 Bail denial ...................................... I-11a
 Liability in damages .....................XVI-26
HOPKINS COUNTY
 Hospital district, creaƟ on of .......... IX-11
HOSPITAL DISTRICTS
 Amarillo, creaƟ on of ........................ IX-5
 AppropriaƟ ons for construcƟ on,
  maintenance, or improvement of
  hospital prohibited ........................ IX-4
 Board members, terms of............XVI-30
 Bonds ................... IX-4, IX-9, IX-9B, IX-11
 Castro County, creaƟ on of ............. IX-11
 CreaƟ on, operaƟ on, powers, duƟ es
  & dissoluƟ on ........................ IX-4, IX-9,

IX-9A, IX-9B
 Galveston County, creaƟ on of ......... IX-4
 Hansford County, creaƟ on of ......... IX-11
 Hopkins County, creaƟ on of .......... IX-11
 Jeff erson County, creaƟ on of ........... IX-5
 Ochiltree County, creaƟ on of ........ IX-11
 Taxes ....................................... IX-4, IX-5, 

IX-8, IX-9, IX-9B
 Wichita County, creaƟ on of ............. IX-5
HOUSE JOURNAL
 see JOURNALS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
 see LEGISLATURE
HUSBANDRY, IMPLEMENTS OF
 Exempt from ad valorem
  taxaƟ on ....................................VIII-19a
IMMUNITIES
 see PRIVILEGES & IMMUNITIES
IMPEACHMENT
 District court judges, removal
  by supreme court .........................XV-6
 ExecuƟ ve offi  cers ............................XV-2
 Governor, with advice & consent
  of senate .......................................XV-9
 Grand jury indictment,
  waiver for ...................................... I-10
 Indictment, trial & punishment
  of party .........................................XV-4
 Judges & jusƟ ces
  Removal by governor ..............XV-8
  Removal by supreme court .....XV-6
  Trial .........................................XV-2
 Judgment ........................................XV-4
 Not pardonable ............................. IV-11

* Of the two ArƟ cles VIII-1-n, this is the one proposed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., R.S., S.J.R. 47.
† Of the two ArƟ cles III-49-n, this is the one proposed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., R.S., H.J.R. 28.
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 Power vested in house of
  representaƟ ves .............................XV-1
 Removal of offi  cers when mode not
  provided in consƟ tuƟ on ...............XV-7
 Senate trial
  For certain offi  cers ..................XV-2
  Oath or affi  rmaƟ on of
   senators ................................XV-3
  Two-thirds concurrence of
   senators present ...................XV-3
 Suspension pending
  impeachment ...............................XV-5
IMPRISONMENT
 Aid or compensaƟ on to those
  improperly imprisoned ............. III-51-c
 For debt, prohibited ........................ I-18
 Out of state ...................................... I-20
INAUGURATION
 Governor ......................................... IV-4
INCOME TAX
 see TAXATION ͳ INCOME
INDICTMENT
 Accused right to have copy of
  & know accusaƟ on ........................ I-10
 Bail  .............................I-11, I-11a, I-11b
 Defi ned ...........................................V-12
 Grand jury ........................................ I-10
 Impeachment party also subject
  to indictment ................................XV-4
 Invests court with jurisdicƟ on ........V-12
INFORMATION
 County aƩ orney charging
  defendant .....................................V-17
 Defi ned ...........................................V-12
 Invests court with jurisdicƟ on ........V-12
INHERITANCE
 see ESTATES
INJURY
 Remedy by due course of law.......... I-13
INSANE PERSONS
 see MENTALLY ILL PERSONS
INSURANCE ͳ PROPERTY &
 CASUALTY ͳ LIFE, HEALTH &
 ACCIDENT
 Use of public funds & credit for
  payment of premiums ................. III-52
INSURANCE ͳ WORKERS’
 COMPENSATION
 see WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
INTEREST RATES
 Bonds ............................................. III-65

 Contracts, unstated rate not to
  exceed six percent per
  annum .......................................XVI-11
 LegislaƟ ve authority to defi ne
  & fi x maximum rates .................XVI-11
 Local or special law
  prohibited .................................... III-56
 Over 10 percent per annum
  deemed usurious .......................XVI-11
JAILS
 ConstrucƟ on of provided by
  general laws ...................................XI-2
 Jail districts ..................................III-48-f
JEFFERSON COUNTY
 Hospital district, creaƟ on of ............ IX-5
JOHN TARLETON AGRICULTURAL
 COLLEGE
 see TARLETON STATE
  UNIVERSITY
JOURNALS
 House, publicaƟ on of .................... III-12 
 PrinƟ ng & binding to lowest
  bidder ........................................XVI-21
 Senate, publicaƟ on of .................... III-12
 Signing of bills ................................ III-38
 Veto message printed .................... IV-14
 Votes, records of ............................ III-12
  ConsƟ tuƟ onal
   amendments ......................XVII-1
  CreaƟ on of counƟ es ................ IX-1
  Emergencies .......................... III-39
  Impeachment of judges ..........XV-8
  Suspension of rules................ III-32
JUDGES & JUSTICES
 Confl ict of interest ..........................V-11
 Conservators of the peace ..............V-12
 County
  CompensaƟ on ........................V-15
  Discipline ...............................V-1-a
  Disqualifi ed, appointment of
   new judge for case ................V-16
  ElecƟ on .................V-15, V-28, V-30
  Presiding offi  cer of
   commissioners court ............V-18
  Qualifi caƟ ons ..........................V-15
  Removal ........................V-1-a, V-24
  ReƟ rement, involuntary .........V-1-a
  State Commission on Judicial
   Conduct, appointment to ....V-1-a
  Term of offi  ce ............. V-15, XVI-65
  Vacancy in offi  ce .....................V-28
  Writs, power to issue ..............V-16
 Court of appeals (formerly Court
  of Civil Appeals)
  Confl ict of interest ..................V-11
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  Discipline ...............................V-1-a
  ElecƟ on ............................V-6, V-28
  Impeachment, trial by
   senate ...................................XV-2
  Membership on judicial
   conduct tribunal ..................V-1-a
  Qualifi caƟ ons ............................V-6
  Removal by governor on
   address of 2/3 of each house
   of legislature .........................XV-8
  Removal by supreme court ....V-1-a
  ReƟ rement .............................V-1-a
  State Commission on Judicial
   Conduct, appointment to ....V-1-a
  Term of offi  ce ............................V-6
  Vacancy in offi  ce .....................V-28
 Court of criminal appeals
  CompensaƟ on ..........................V-4
  Confl ict of interest ..................V-11
  Discipline ...............................V-1-a
  ElecƟ on ............................V-4, V-28
  Presiding judge .........................V-4
  Removal by supreme court ....V-1-a
  ReƟ rement .............................V-1-a
  Term of offi  ce ............................V-4
  Vacancy in offi  ce .....................V-28
  Writs, power to issue ................V-5
 Disqualifi caƟ on ...............................V-11
 District
  CompensaƟ on ..........................V-7
  Confl ict of interest ..................V-11
  Disabled or
   disqualifi ed ....................V-7, V-11
  Discipline ...............................V-1-a
  ElecƟ on ............................V-7, V-28
  Impeachment, trial by
   senate ...................................XV-2
  Qualifi caƟ ons ............................V-7
  Removal by governor on
   address of 2/3 of each house
   of legislature .........................XV-8
  Removal by supreme
   court ...........................V-1-a, XV-6
  Removal of county offi  cers .....V-24
  ReƟ rement .............................V-1-a
  State Commission on Judicial
   Conduct, appointment to ....V-1-a
  Term of offi  ce ............................V-7
  Vacancy in offi  ce .....................V-28
  Writs, power to issue ................V-8
 Ineligible for legislature ................. III-19
 JusƟ ce of the peace
  CompensaƟ on .....................XVI-61
  Confl ict of interest ..................V-11
  Discipline ...............................V-1-a
  Dual offi  ce holding ...............XVI-40

  ElecƟ on ...................................V-18
  Notaries public .......................V-19
  Precincts .................................V-18
  Removal ........................V-1-a, V-24
  State Commission on Judicial
   Conduct, appointment to ....V-1-a
  Term of offi  ce ..........................V-18
  Vacancy in offi  ce .....................V-28
 Supreme court
  Chief jusƟ ce .....................V-2, V-28
  CompensaƟ on ..........................V-2
  Confl ict of interest ..................V-11
  Discipline ...............................V-1-a
  ElecƟ on ............................V-2, V-28
  Impeachment, trial by
   senate ...................................XV-2
  Judicial conduct tribunal,
   selecƟ on of members ..........V-1-a
  Qualifi caƟ ons ............................V-2
  Removal by governor on address
   of 2/3 of each house of
   legislature .............................XV-8
  Removal from offi  ce ..............V-1-a
  Removal of district court
   judges ...................................XV-6
  ReƟ rement .............................V-1-a
  Rules of procedure,
   promulgaƟ on of ....................V-31
  Term of offi  ce ............................V-2
  Vacancy in offi  ce .....................V-28
JUDICIAL CONDUCT, STATE
 COMMISSION ON
 Chairman .................................. V-1-a(5)
 CompensaƟ on .......................... V-1-a(4)
 Confi denƟ al papers ................ V-1-a(10)
 Formal proceedings against
  judge ....................................... V-1-a(8)
 InvesƟ gaƟ ons ............................ V-1-a(7)
 Master, appointment of............ V-1-a(8)
 MeeƟ ng in AusƟ n & other
  places ...................................... V-1-a(5)
 Membership ............................. V-1-a(2)
 Public statement on
  proceedings .......................... V-1-a(10)
 Quorum .................................... V-1-a(5)
 Removal of judges from
  offi  ce ....................................... V-1-a(6)
 Reprimands .............................. V-1-a(8)
 Requirement for addiƟ onal
  educaƟ on ................................ V-1-a(8)
 Review tribunal......................... V-1-a(9)
 Term of offi  ce............................ V-1-a(3)
 TesƟ mony of witnesses, orders
  for aƩ endance enforceable by
  contempt ................................ V-1-a(7)
 VoƟ ng ....................................... V-1-a(5)
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JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
 Branch of government ...................... II-1
 Courts, judicial power vested in .......V-1
JUDICIAL DISTRICTS BOARD
 CreaƟ on & powers .......................... V-7a
JUDICIAL RETIREMENT SYSTEM
 OF TEXAS
 AdministraƟ on &
  conƟ nuaƟ on ..............................XVI-67
JURY
 County court
  Fee for empaneling .................V-17
  Number of members ..............V-17
 Criminal prosecuƟ ons, right of
  accused to have ............................. I-10
 Death or disability of juror .............V-13
 District courts
  Fee for empaneling .................V-10
  PeƟ t, number of
   members...............................V-13
  Right to trial by .......................V-10
 Felons excluded from .....................V-14
 Grand jury
  see GRAND JURY
 InstrucƟ ons .................................... IV-11
 Libel, determinaƟ on of ...................... I-8
 Qualifi caƟ on ...................................V-14
 Trial by, right to .......................I-10, I-15,

I-15-a, V-10
 Verdict, number to render ..............V-13
 Waived for commitment to
  asylum ........................................I-15-a
 Waived for temporary commitment
  of mentally ill ................................. I-15
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
 see JUDGES & JUSTICES
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE &
 CONSTABLES ASSOCIATION OF
 TEXAS
 Submission of names for membership
  on State Commission on Judicial
  Conduct .......................................V-1-a
KIDNAPPING, AGGRAVATED
 Bail denial ...................................... I-11a
LABOR, CONVICT
 Use on public road & bridge
  construcƟ on ..............................XVI-24
LAMAR UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17

LAMAR UNIVERSITY AT ORANGE
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
LAMAR UNIVERSITY AT PORT
 ARTHUR
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
LAND OFFICE, GENERAL
 Commissioner
  see GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
   COMMISSIONER OF
 CreaƟ on .........................................XIV-1
LAW ENFORCEMENT FACILITIES
 Bonds ..........................................III-49-h
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
 County, compensaƟ on  ................XVI-61
 Death benefi ts ............................III-51-d
 Medical expenses ........................ III-52e
 Reside within the state ................XVI-14
LAWS
 AnƟ trust, evidence requirements.... I-10
 ConsƟ tuƟ onality ............................V-3-b
 Contract obligaƟ ons will not
  be impaired ................................... I-16
 EnacƟ ng clause .............................. III-29
 Entailment, prohibited .................... I-26
 Ex post facto, prohibited ................. I-16
 ExisƟ ng laws to conƟ nue in
  force ..........................................XVI-48
 Press, prohibiƟ on to curtail
  freedom of ....................................... I-8
 Primogeniture, prohibited ............... I-26
 RetroacƟ ve, prohibited .................... I-16
 Revision ......................................... III-43
 Speech, prohibiƟ on to curtail
  freedom of ....................................... I-8
 Suspension by legislature only ........ I-28
LAWS, LOCAL & SPECIAL
 IntenƟ on, publicaƟ on of
  noƟ ce of ...................................... III-57
 RestricƟ ons .................................... III-56
 Road maintenance laws passed
  without local noƟ ce .....................VIII-9
LAWYERS
 see ATTORNEYS
LEGISLATIVE REDISTRICTING
 BOARD
 ApporƟ onment, Ɵ me for ............... III-28
 Membership .................................. III-28
 see also APPORTIONMENT
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LEGISLATORS
 Arrest, privilege from..................... III-14
 AƩ endance compelled .................. III-10
 Bribery, forfeiture of offi  ce ..........XVI-41
 Confl ict of interest
  AccepƟ ng other offi  ces ......... III-18,

XVI-40
  Contract with the state .......... III-18
  Disclosing of........................... III-22
 Debate, quesƟ oned on .................. III-21
 Disorderly conduct,
  punishment for ............................ III-11
 Dual offi  ce holding .......................XVI-40
 ElecƟ on
  RepresentaƟ ves ............ III-4, III-26,

III-27
  Senators ...............III-3, III-25, III-27
 Expulsion ....................................... III-11
 Mileage .......................................... III-24
 Notaries public ............................XVI-40
 Per diem ............................ III-24, III-24a
 Privilege from arrest ...................... III-14
 Qualifi caƟ ons
  Generally ................................. III-8
  RepresentaƟ ves ....................... III-7
  Senators .................III-6, III-8, III-23
 Removal from district or
  county .......................................... III-23
 Salary ............................................. III-24
  Extra compensaƟ on
   prohibited ............................ III-53
  RecommendaƟ ons by Texas
   Ethics Commission, voter
   approval of............... III-24, III-24a
 Terms of offi  ce
  RepresentaƟ ves ....................... III-4
  Senators ................................... III-3
 VoƟ ng
  ElecƟ on of offi  cers ................. III-41
  For other members ................ III-18
  Viva voce................................ III-41
  Withholding from .................. III-22
 see also IMPEACHMENT;
  LEGISLATURE
LEGISLATURE
 Adjournment
  Day to day .............................. III-10
  Over three days ..................... III-17
 ApporƟ onment ................... III-25, III-26,

III-28
 AusƟ n, convene in ......................... III-58
 Bicameral ......................................... III-1
 Biennial sessions .............................. III-5
 Bill of rights excepted from
  powers ........................................... I-29
 Borrowing of funds
  prohibited ....................................VIII-7

 Branch of government ...................... II-1
 ComposiƟ on .................................... III-2
 Debate, words spoken in ............... III-21
 Disaster, suspension of rules
  relaƟ ng to legislaƟ ve
  procedure .................................... III-62
 Disorderly conduct in chambers,
  imprisonment of
  nonmembers ............................... III-15
 ElecƟ ons
  By voice vote except elecƟ on
   of offi  cers ............................. III-41
  CancellaƟ on of ....................... III-13
  Statewide ............................... III-27
 Eligibility requirements........... III-6, III-7,

III-8, III-19
 Emergency appropriaƟ ons,
  resoluƟ on with record vote
  required .....................................VIII-22
 Expulsion of member .................... III-11
 Financial statement received
  before every session .................. III-49a
 Governor
  Appointee to fi ll a vacancy,
   legislature may limit
   term of ................................. IV-12
  Messages from ........................ IV-9
 House of representaƟ ves
  ApporƟ onment ...................... III-26
   Increasing number of
    house members ............. III-2
  Districts .................................. III-26
  Impeachment, power of .........XV-1
  Members
   ElecƟ on of ..............III-4, III-13
   Number of ....................... III-2
   Qualifi caƟ ons of .............. III-7,

III-8, III-23
   see also LEGISLATORS
  Offi  cers, elecƟ on of .......III-9, III-41
  Organize temporarily ............... III-9
  Quorum ................................. III-10
  Revenue bills .......................... III-33
  Speaker, elecƟ on of ................. III-9
  Terms of offi  ce ......................... III-4
 Ineligibility for legislature .............. III-19
  AƩ orney general .................... III-19
  Clerks of court ....................... III-19
  Judges .................................... III-19
  Secretary of state ................... III-19
  Tax collectors ......................... III-20
  U.S. Congress members .......XVI-12
 Journals
  see JOURNALS
 Members
  see LEGISLATORS
 ObstrucƟ on of proceedings ........... III-15
 Offi  cers, elecƟ on of ...............III-9, III-41
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 Open sessions ................................ III-16
 Order of business ............................ III-5
 Presents every concurrent
  resoluƟ on, order & vote
  to governor .................................. IV-15
 PresidenƟ al electors,
  appointment of.............................. IV-8
 Privileges granted &
  controlled by.................................. I-17
 ProclamaƟ on to suspend
  consƟ tuƟ onal procedural
  rules, concurrence with ............... III-62
 Qualifi caƟ ons of members,
  each house judge of ...................... III-8
 Quorum of 2/3............................... III-10
 Reading bills on three several
  days ............................................. III-32
 Regular session ......................III-5, III-24
 Rules of proceeding,
  determining ................................. III-11
 Senate
  ApporƟ onment, terms of
   offi  ce aŌ er ............................. III-3
  Approval of governor’s
   appointments ...................... IV-12
  Districts .................................. III-25
  ExecuƟ ve sessions ................. III-16
  Impeachment of certain
   offi  cers ..................................XV-2
   Oath or affi  rmaƟ on
    required ........................XV-3
   Two-thirds
    concurrence ..................XV-3
  Lieutenant governor
   see LIEUTENANT
    GOVERNOR
  Members
   ElecƟ on of ........................ III-3
   Number of ....................... III-2
   Qualifi caƟ ons of ....... III-6, III-8
   see also LEGISLATORS
  Offi  cers, elecƟ on of .......III-9, III-41
  President pro tempore ............ III-9
  Quorum ................................. III-10
  Removal of governor ..............XV-9
  Terms of offi  ce ......................... III-3
 Special session
  see SPECIAL SESSION
 Suspension of consƟ tuƟ onal
  procedural rules .......................... III-62
 Suspension of laws .......................... I-28
 Vacancies ...................III-13, III-23, IV-12
 Veto, overriding ............................. IV-14
 Vote
  Emergency bills, 2/3 vote
   required ............................... III-39
  Reading on three several days,
   suspension of rule ............... III-32

  Record of in journal
  see JOURNALS
 see also AMENDMENTS; BILLS;
  CONSTITUTION; JOURNALS;
  LEGISLATORS; RESOLUTIONS
LENDERS
 Banks ...........................................XVI-16
LIABILITY
 LimitaƟ ons on for noneconomic
  damages ...................................... III-66
LIBEL
 Jury to determine law & facts............ I-8
LIBERTY
 DeprivaƟ on of
  Commitment of mentally ill
   persons .......................I-15, I-15-a
  Without due course of law,
   prohibited .............................. I-19
 Double jeopardy prohibited ............ I-14
 Free government ............................... I-1
 Speech & press .................................. I-8
 Worship ............................................. I-6
LIENS
 ArƟ sans’  ......................................XVI-37
 Assessment, lien of ......................VIII-15
 Homestead ..................... XVI-50, XVI-51
 Local or special law
  prohibited .................................... III-56
 Materialmen’s..............................XVI-37
 Mechanics’ ..................................XVI-37
 Owelty of parƟ Ɵ on ......................XVI-50
 RelocaƟ on of sewer or water
  laterals on private property,
  lien required for ...........................XI-12
 Reverse mortgages ......................XVI-50
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
 Absence .................................III-9, IV-17
 AccounƟ ng & reporƟ ng to
  governor ...................................... IV-24
 Appointment of members to Texas
  Ethics Commission ..................... III-24a
 ElecƟ on ..........................IV-2, IV-3, IV-16
 ExecuƟ ve department offi  cer  ......... IV-1
 Impeachment ................................ IV-17
  Trial by senate .........................XV-2
 Inability to serve as acƟ ng
  governor ...................................... IV-17
 LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng Board
  member ....................................... III-28
 President of senate ..............IV-16, IV-17
 Qualifi caƟ ons ................................. IV-16
 Salary ................................. IV-17, III-24a
 Signing of bills ................................ III-38
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 Succession as
  governor ............................IV-3a, IV-16
  RestricƟ ons ............................ IV-18
 Term of offi  ce................................. IV-16
 Vacancy in offi  ce ....................III-9, IV-17
LIFE
 DeprivaƟ on of .................................. I-19
 Double jeopardy prohibited ............ I-14
LIQUOR
 see ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
LIVESTOCK
 Exempt from taxaƟ on ..................VIII-19
 RegulaƟ on ...................................XVI-23
LOCAL & SPECIAL LAWS
 see LAWS, LOCAL & SPECIAL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
 Right of .............................................. I-1
 see also CITIES & TOWNS; COUNTIES
LOCAL OPTION
 Alcoholic beverages, sale of ........XVI-20
 Bingo .............................................. III-47
LOTTERIES
 Certain loƩ eries prohibited ........... III-47
 OperaƟ on of state loƩ ery
  authorized ................................... III-47
LUBRICANTS
 Motor vehicles, use of tax for
  highway purposes .....................VIII-7-a
MAGISTRATES & MASTERS
 ApplicaƟ on of certain laws ............V-1-a
MANDAMUS
 Court of criminal appeals, power
  to issue ...........................................V-5
 District courts, power to issue ..........V-8
 Supreme court, power to issue ........V-3
MANDATORY SUPERVISION
 Bail denial ...................................... I-11a
 Jury instrucƟ ons ............................ IV-11
MANUFACTURED HOMES
 Conversion & refi nance of
  lien secured by ..........................XVI-50
MARINE CORPS
 see ARMED FORCES
MARRIAGE
 Defi niƟ on of ..................................... I-32

MATERIALMEN’S LIENS
 Lien for value of labor or
  materials ....................................XVI-37
MCLENNAN COUNTY
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
MECHANICS’ LIENS
 Lien for value of labor or
  materials ....................................XVI-37
MEDICAL PRACTICE
 Limits on liability for
  noneconomic damages ............... III-66
MEDICAL SCHOOLS
 No preference given by law .........XVI-31
MENTAL HEALTH & MENTAL
 RETARDATION
 Bonds for faciliƟ es ......................III-49-h
 ParƟ cipaƟ on of poliƟ cal subdivisions
  in establishment of MHMR &
  public health services .................. IX-13
 Private donaƟ ons to state
  agencies .......................................XVI-6
MENTALLY ILL PERSONS
 Commitment ................................I-15-a
 Temporary commitment .................. I-15
 VoƟ ng by ..........................................VI-1
MIDWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
MILITARY
 Governor commander-in-chief
  of state’s forces .............................. IV-7
 InstallaƟ ons, bonds fi nancing certain
  property or infrastructure ......... III-52k
 Military value revolving loan
  account ...................................III-49-n*
 Quartering of soldiers ...................... I-25
 Subordinate to civil authority .......... I-24
 see also ARMED FORCES
MILLS COUNTY
 Constable’s offi  ce abolished &
  duƟ es transferred .........................V-18
MINORS
 Assistance grants to needy
  children .....................................III-51-a
 VoƟ ng not allowed ..........................VI-1
MISCONDUCT, OFFICIAL
 see OFFICIAL MISCONDUCT

* Of the two ArƟ cles III-49-n, this is the one proposed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., R.S., S.J.R. 55.
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MISDEMEANORS
 Grand jury inquiry & transfer to
  county court .................................V-17
MOBILITY FUND, TEXAS
 CreaƟ on & funding ..................... III-49-k
MONOPOLIES
 Prohibited ........................................ I-26
MONUMENTS
 AppropriaƟ ons for historical
  memorials ..................................XVI-39
MORTGAGES
 Homestead ..................................XVI-50
 Reverse ........................................XVI-50
MOTOR FUELS & LUBRICANTS
 Revenues from taxes on,
  allocaƟ on ...................................VIII-7a
MOTOR VEHICLES
 CounƟ es bordering Gulf of Mexico
  can regulate speed on
  beaches ......................................IX-1-A
 ExempƟ on of certain leased
  vehicles from ad valorem
  taxaƟ on ........................................VIII-1
 RegistraƟ on, use of
  revenues ...................................VIII-7-a
MUNICIPALITIES
 see CITIES & TOWNS
MURDER
 Liability in damages .....................XVI-26
NAME CHANGES
 Local or special law
  prohibited .................................... III-56
NATIONAL GUARD
 May hold more than one
  offi  ce ..........................................XVI-40
NATIONAL GUARD RESERVE
 May hold more than one
  offi  ce ..........................................XVI-40
NATIONAL RESEARCH
 UNIVERSITY FUND
 Establishment, composiƟ on &
  allocaƟ on ....................................VII-20
NATURAL RESOURCES
 ConservaƟ on &
  development .............................XVI-59
NAVY
 see ARMED FORCES

NONRESIDENTS
 Payment of taxes to offi  ce of
  comptroller ................................VIII-11
NOTARY PUBLIC
 Appointment by secretary of
  state ............................................. IV-26
 CompensaƟ on .............................XVI-61
 JusƟ ce of peace, ex offi  cio
  notary public ................................V-19
 May hold more than one
  offi  ce ..........................................XVI-40
 Term of offi  ce................................. IV-26
NUECES COUNTY
 County treasurer’s offi  ce abolished
  & duƟ es transferred ..................XVI-44
OATHS & AFFIRMATIONS
 Administered in mode most
  binding ............................................. I-5
 Offi  cial oath of elected &
  appointed offi  cers........................XVI-1
 Senators, oath to try imparƟ ally
  party impeached ..........................XV-3
 Taken under penalty of perjury ......... I-5
OCHILTREE COUNTY
 Hospital district, creaƟ on of .......... IX-11
OFFICEHOLDERS
 see PUBLIC OFFICERS
OFFICERS RESERVE CORPS
 May hold more than one
  offi  ce ..........................................XVI-40
OFFICIAL MISCONDUCT
 Grounds for removal of county
  offi  cers ..........................................V-24
 Grounds for removal of jusƟ ces
  or judges ......................................V-1-a
ONEͳSUBJECT RULE
 Bills  ............................................... III-35
OPEN COURTS ......................................... I-13
OUTLAWRY
 Prohibited ........................................ I-20
OWELTY OF PARTITION
 Homestead ..................................XVI-50
PAINTINGS
 AppropriaƟ ons for historical
  memorials ..................................XVI-39
PARDONS
 see PAROLE, PROBATION &
  PARDONS
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PARDONS & PAROLES, BOARD OF
 Establishment ................................ IV-11
 Record of acƟ ons & reasons
  for acƟ ons .................................... IV-11
PARK DEVELOPMENT FUND
 CreaƟ on & administraƟ on ..........III-49-e
PARKS & RECREATIONAL
 FACILITIES
 Development & fi nancing ............XVI-59
PARKS & WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
 Bond issuance .............................III-49-e
 Bonds for construcƟ on & repair
  projects & purchase of
  equipment .................................III-50-f
PAROLE, PROBATION & PARDONS
 Court authority ............................IV-11A
 Denial of bail to persons serving
  terms of probaƟ on or parole;
  condiƟ ons .................................... I-11a
 Governor may grant reprieves,
  revoke condiƟ onal
  pardons........................................ IV-11
 Legislature has authority to enact
  parole laws .................................. IV-11
PAYͳASͳYOUͳGO PRINCIPLE
 AppropriaƟ ons in excess of
  anƟ cipated revenues
  prohibited .................................. III-49a
 RestricƟ on on
  appropriaƟ ons ...........................VIII-22
PERJURY
 Exclusion from jury service .............V-14
 Exclusion from offi  ce .....................XVI-2
 Exclusion from voƟ ng ......................VI-1
 Oaths & affi  rmaƟ ons administered
  under penalty of .............................. I-5
 Penalty for false report by
  execuƟ ve offi  cer .......................... IV-24
PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND
 ComposiƟ on & allocaƟ on ..............VII-2,

VII-5
 County permanent school fund
  DistribuƟ on ...........................VII-6b
  ReducƟ on .............................VII-6b
 Investment ......................................VII-5
 Land
  DistribuƟ on of revenue to
   available school fund ............VII-5
  Release of state’s interest
   in certain .............................VII-2B
 Limited distribuƟ on of total return
  on investments .............................VII-5

PERMANENT UNIVERSITY FUND
 Establishment ...............................VII-11
 Investment ..................... VII-11, VII-11a,

VII-11b, VII-17, VII-18
 Land, sale of ..................... VII-12, VII-15
PERPETUITY
 Of the union ...................................... I-1
 Prohibited ........................................ I-26
PETITION, RIGHT OF
 CiƟ zens for redress of
  grievances ...................................... I-27
PHYSICIANS
 Qualifi caƟ ons, legislature may
  prescribe ....................................XVI-31
POLICE
 see LAW ENFORCEMENT
  OFFICERS
POLITICAL POWER
 Inherent in people ............................. I-2
POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS
 see CITIES & TOWNS; COUNTIES;
  STATE
POORHOUSES
 Provision ........................................ IX-14
POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY
 PoliƟ cal power inherent in
  people.............................................. I-2
POSTMASTER
 May hold more than one
  offi  ce ..........................................XVI-40
POTTER COUNTY
 Amarillo hospital district,
  taxaƟ on for .................................... IX-5
POULTRY
 Exempt from taxaƟ on ..................VIII-19
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
 Establishment ...............................VII-14
PRECINCTS
 Chambers County & Randall County
  excepted from populaƟ on
  requirements ................................V-18
 Division of counƟ es into .................V-18
PRESIDENT
 see U.S. PRESIDENT
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PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF
 SENATE
 DuƟ es during absence or vacancy
  in offi  ce of lieutenant
  governor ..............................III-9, IV-17
 ElecƟ on ............................................ III-9
PRESS
 Freedom of ........................................ I-8
 Libel ...................................................I-8
PRIMOGENITURE, LAW OF
 Prohibited ........................................ I-26
PRINTING
 Contracts for ................................XVI-21
PRISONS
 Bonds ..........................................III-49-h
PRIVACY
 Search & seizure prohibited .............. I-9
PRIVILEGES & IMMUNITIES
 Arrest
  Legislators .............................. III-14
  Voters ......................................VI-5
 DeprivaƟ on without due course of
  law prohibited ............................... I-19
 Exclusive, no man enƟ tled to ............ I-3
 Liberty to speak & write, abuse
  of privilege ....................................... I-8
 Special or irrevocable, no
  grant of .......................................... I-17
PROBABLE CAUSE
 Warrant, requirement for .................. I-9
PROBATE COURT
 Appointment of aƩ orney ad litem
  in insanity trial ............................I-15-a
PROBATION
 see PAROLE, PROBATION &
  PARDONS
PROCEDENDO, WRIT OF
 Court of criminal appeals, power
  to issue ...........................................V-5
 Supreme court, power to issue ........V-3
PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT FUND
 see TEXAS PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT
  FUND
PROHIBITION, WRIT OF
 Power of court of criminal appeals
  to issue ...........................................V-5

PROPERTY ͳ PERSONAL
 Income producing, minimal
  value ............................................VIII-1
 ProtecƟ on from forced sale .........XVI-49
  TaxaƟ on of ...........VIII-1, VIII-1-d-1,

VIII-1-j
 Sale of land for payment of
  taxes ............................. VIII-13, VIII-15
  Land exempt from forced
   sale ........................................XI-9
  RedempƟ on .........................VIII-13
 Separate & community
  property .....................................XVI-15
PROPERTY ͳ PUBLIC
 ExempƟ on from property tax ........VIII-2
PROPERTY ͳ REAL
 Assessment, lien of ......................VIII-15
 CompensaƟ on for taking by state .... I-17
 DeprivaƟ on ...................................... I-19
 DonaƟ on by school district ...........VII-4B
 Mineral interests, minimal
  value ............................................VIII-1
 Open-space land,
  taxaƟ on of ............................ VIII-1-d-1
 Permanent school fund land, release of
  state’s interest in certain ............VII-2B
 Relinquishment of state claim to
  certain lands & minerals ........... VII-2A,
 VII-2C
 Sale of land for payment of
  taxes ............................. VIII-13, VIII-15
  RedempƟ on .........................VIII-13
 Separate & community
  property .....................................XVI-15
 see also AGRICULTURAL LAND
PROPERTY ͳ REAL ͳ HOMESTEAD
 Amount ........................................XVI-51
 Descent & distribuƟ on.................XVI-52
 Equity loan or line of credit
  secured by lien on ........ XVI-50, XVI-51
 Limit on increase in appraised
  value of ........................................VIII-1
 Mortgages, trust deeds
  & liens ........................................XVI-50
 Owelty of parƟ Ɵ on ......................XVI-50
 Protected from forced sale ..........XVI-50
 Reverse mortgages ......................XVI-50
 Separate & community
  property .....................................XVI-15
 Tax exempƟ ons .............VIII-1-a, VIII-1-b
 Uses  ................................ XVI-50, XVI-51
PROPERTY ͳ SEPARATE &
 COMMUNITY
 Owelty of parƟ Ɵ on ......................XVI-50
 Rights of & agreements by
  spouses ........................ VIII-1-b, XVI-15
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PROPERTY ͳ STATE
 AppropriaƟ on for sectarian
  purposes prohibited ........................ I-7
 Permanent school fund land, release
  of state’s interest in certain ........VII-2B
 Relinquishment of state claim to
  certain lands &
  minerals ..........................VII-2A, VII-2C
 State claim to certain properƟ es
  granted during Mexican
  colonizaƟ on relinquished .......... VII-2A
PUBLIC BEACHES
 Access & use .................................... I-33
 Traffi  c on, governing body may
  regulate ......................................IX-1-A
PUBLIC DOMAIN
 DonaƟ on to aid in construcƟ on of
  seawalls or breakwaters ................XI-8
PUBLIC DUTY
 ExempƟ on by local or special law
  prohibited .................................... III-56
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
 CompensaƟ on ............................... III-44
 Death benefi ts ............................III-51-d
 Proprietary, coverage by Social
  Security ...................................... III-51g
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES ͳ LOCAL
 GOVERNMENT
 City
  Extra compensaƟ on
   prohibited ............................ III-53
  Workers’ compensaƟ on ......... III-60
 County
  CompensaƟ on of law
   enforcement offi  cers .........XVI-61
  Extra compensaƟ on
   prohibited ............................ III-53
  Law enforcement offi  cers’
   medical expenses,
    payment of......................... III-52e
  Workers’ compensaƟ on ......... III-60
 ReƟ rement systems ........ XVI-66, XVI-67
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES ͳ STATE
 GOVERNMENT
 May serve as members of governing
  boards of school districts, ciƟ es
  & local districts ..........................XVI-40
 ReƟ rement systems ........ XVI-66, XVI-67
 Workers’ compensaƟ on ................. III-59
PUBLIC FINANCE AUTHORITY,
 TEXAS
 Bond issuance ................. III-49-l, III-50-f

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES
 see HEALTH SERVICES
PUBLIC OFFICERS
 Appointment by governor requires
  senate approval ........................... IV-12
 Bribery, disqualifi caƟ on to
  offi  ce ............................................XVI-5
 City, term of offi  ce .........................XI-11
 CompensaƟ on ..................III-44, XVI-40,

XVI-61
  see also COMPENSATION
 County
  Removal of ..............................V-24
  Residence ............................XVI-14
  Term of offi  ce .......... XVI-64, XVI-65
 DeducƟ ons from salary for neglect
  of duty .......................................XVI-10
 District
  Residence ............................XVI-14
  Term of offi  ce .......... XVI-64, XVI-65
 Exclusive privileges &
  emoluments .................................... I-3
 ExecuƟ ve ......................................... IV-1
  ElecƟ on ............................IV-2, IV-3
  Report to governor on
   accounts .............................. IV-24
 Extra compensaƟ on
  prohibited .................................... III-44
 Fees paid into county
  treasury .....................................XVI-61
 Holding more than one
  offi  ce ..........................................XVI-33
  ExcepƟ ons............................XVI-40
 Ineligibility of U.S. Congress
  members ...................................XVI-12
 InvesƟ gaƟ on of breach of trust
  & duty .......................................... IV-25
 Minimum salary for several
  offi  ces .......................................III-61-a
 Offi  cial oath ...................................XVI-1
 Public funds, invesƟ gaƟ on of
  custodians of ............................... IV-25
 Religious test not required ................ I-4
 Residence ....................................XVI-14
 Serve unƟ l successors
  qualifi ed .....................................XVI-17
 Succession of offi  ce during
  disasters caused by enemy
  aƩ ack ........................................... III-62
 Suspension from offi  ce
  Misuse of public funds........... IV-25
  Pending impeachment ............XV-5
 Temporary, in case of enemy
  aƩ ack ........................................... III-62
 Temporary replacement for, if
  called to acƟ ve military
  duty ...........................................XVI-72
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 Truth in publicaƟ on in
  invesƟ gaƟ ng conduct of .................. I-8
 Unopposed candidates may take
  offi  ce without elecƟ on .............XVI-13,

XVI-13A
 Vacancy, elecƟ on to fi ll
  unexpired term ..........................XVI-27
 see also IMPEACHMENT
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
 see SCHOOLS, PUBLIC
PUBLICATIONS & REPORTS
 Government contracts .................XVI-21
PUNISHMENT
 Cruel & unusual, not to be
  infl icted .......................................... I-13
QUALIFICATIONS
 Airport authority directors ............ IX-12
 Constables ......................................V-18
 County court judges .......................V-15
 Court of appeals jusƟ ces ..................V-6
 Court of criminal appeals
  judges .............................................V-4
 District judges ...................................V-7
 Governor ......................................... IV-4
 Jurors ..............................................V-14
 Legislators
  Generally ................................. III-8
  RepresentaƟ ves ....................... III-7
  Senators ................................... III-6
 Lieutenant governor ...................... IV-16
 Sheriff s ............................................V-23
 Supreme court
  Chief jusƟ ce ..............................V-2
  JusƟ ces .....................................V-2
QUO WARRANTO, WRIT OF
 Supreme court, power to issue ........V-3
RAFFLES, CHARITABLE
 PermiƩ ed ....................................... III-47
RAIL RELOCATION AND
 IMPROVEMENT FUND
 CreaƟ on and fi nancing ...............III-49-o
RAILROAD COMMISSION
 ComposiƟ on ................................XVI-30
RAILROADS
 AppropriaƟ on of 1/10 of alternate
  secƟ on of railroad grant to
  University of Texas ......................VII-11
 Declared public highways ................. X-2
 Rail relocaƟ on and improvement
  fund ..........................................III-49-o
 Taxes, assessment &
  collecƟ on of .................................VIII-8

RAINY DAY FUND
 Established ................................. III-49-g
 see ECONOMIC STABILIZATION
  FUND
RANDALL COUNTY
 Assistance to Amarillo hospital
  district............................................ IX-5
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
 Establishing a precinct
  requirement .................................V-18
REAGAN COUNTY
 Constable’s offi  ce abolished &
  duƟ es transferred .........................V-18
REBATEMENT
 To carriers, shippers & merchants,
  prohibited ..................................XVI-25
REDEMPTION
 Land sold for taxes .......................VIII-13
REDISTRICTING
 see APPORTIONMENT
REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES
 Right of ciƟ zens ............................... I-27
REFORMATION OF GOVERNMENT
 Right of ciƟ zens ................................. I-2
REHABILITATION PROGRAMS
 Provision .....................................III-51-a
RELIGION
 Freedom to worship .......................... I-6
 Offi  ce, religious test not
  required for ..................................... I-4
 ProtecƟ on of every denominaƟ on ......I-6
 Witnesses not disqualifi ed ................ I-5
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
 AppropriaƟ on of state funds
  prohibited ........................................ I-7
 ExempƟ on of property from
  taxaƟ on ........................................VIII-2
 Preference of sects prohibited .......... I-6
 ProtecƟ on of every
  denominaƟ on .................................. I-6
REMEDY
 Due course of law ............................ I-13
REMONSTRANCE, RIGHT OF
 CiƟ zens for redress of
  grievances ...................................... I-27
REPRESENTATIVES
 see LEGISLATORS
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REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT
 PreservaƟ on ...................................... I-2
RESERVOIRS
 see WATER CONSERVATION
  FACILITIES
RESIDENCY
 Absence on certain business does
  not forfeit ....................................XVI-9
 Required for voƟ ng .............. VI-2, VI-2a,

VI-3
RESIGNͳTOͳRUN .................... XIͳ11, XVIͳ65

RESOLUTIONS
 Approval by governor .................... IV-15
 Defeated & no other of same
  substance..................................... III-34
 Joint, signing by presiding offi  cer
  of each house .............................. III-38
RETIREMENT
 Judges ............................................V-1-a
RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
 Judicial, local & state ...................XVI-67
 Protected benefi ts .......................XVI-66
RETROACTIVE LAWS
 Prohibited ........................................ I-16
REVENUE BILLS
 OriginaƟ on & amendment ............ III-33
REVERSE MORTGAGES
 Authorized ...................................XVI-50
REVISION, STATUTORY
 Criminal & civil laws ....................... III-43
RIVER AUTHORITIES
 Water development
  funds ....................... III-49-c, III-49-d-1,

III-49-d-8, III-49-d-11
ROADS & STREETS
 Bonds ................................III-49-1, III-52
 Convict labor, use of ....................XVI-24
 County
  ConstrucƟ on provided for by
   general laws ...........................XI-2
  TaxaƟ on for construcƟ on &
   maintenance ........................ III-52
 Dallas County, bonds ................... III-52g
 Farm-to-market, constructed with
  revenue from ad valorem
  taxes .........................................VIII-1-a
 Harris County, county or road
  district tax in .............................. III-52d
 Local or special law
  prohibited .................................... III-56

 Maintenance, legislature may pass
  local laws for  ...............................VIII-9
 Private, maintenance by
  counƟ es ......................................III-52f
 Provision for laying out &
  working ......................................XVI-24
 TaxaƟ on for construcƟ on &
  maintenance ................................ III-52
 Texas Mobility Fund,
  creaƟ on of ................................ III-49-k
 Toll roads & turnpikes, expenditures,
  grants & loans of money
  for  ............................................III-52-b
 Use of revenues from motor
  vehicle registraƟ on ...................VIII-7-a
 see also HIGHWAYS
ROBBERY, AGGRAVATED
 Bail denial ...................................... I-11a
ROBERTS COUNTY
 Constable’s offi  ce abolished &
  duƟ es transferred .........................V-18
RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
 PROGRAMS
 Agricultural fund ..............III-49-f, III-49-i
 Rural Microenterprise
  Development Fund ....................III-49-i
SALARIES
 see COMPENSATION
SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
SCHOOL DISTRICTS
 DonaƟ on of real property &
  improvements ............................VII-4B
 FormaƟ on .......................................VII-3
 Taxes or bonds not invalidated
  by changes in boundaries ......... VII-3-b
SCHOOL FUND
 Available
  see AVAILABLE SCHOOL
   FUND
 Permanent
  see PERMANENT SCHOOL
   FUND
SCHOOLS, PUBLIC
 Districts .............................. VII-3, VII-3-b
 DonaƟ on of district real property
  & improvements .........................VII-4B
  Investment of
   proceeds ..................... VII-4, VII-6
  Purchasers of, no relief to .......VII-4
  Sale of ........................... VII-4, VII-6
 Generally ............................ VII-1 et seq. 
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 Lands
  County ....................................VII-6
  County agricultural or grazing
   school land subject to
   tax .......................................VII-6a
 Offi  cials, term of offi  ce ..............VII-16-a
 Permanent school fund
  see PERMANENT SCHOOL
   FUND
 Support & maintenance ................VII-1,

VII-3, VII-5
  Local or special law
   prohibited ............................ III-56
 Tax exempƟ on for buildings ...........VIII-2
 Taxes ...............................................VII-3
 Textbooks........................................VII-3
SCHOOLS, SECTARIAN
 AppropriaƟ on prohibited
  Permanent or available
   school fund ...........................VII-5
  State funds ................................. I-7
SEAL OF STATE
 DescripƟ on .................................... IV-19
 On all commissions ........................ IV-20
SEARCH & SEIZURE
 Warrant required ............................... I-9
SEAT OF GOVERNMENT
 AusƟ n ............................................ III-58
SEAWALLS
 DonaƟ on of public domain for
  construcƟ on ..................................XI-8
 Taxes for, ciƟ es & counƟ es on
  Gulf of Mexico ...............................XI-7
SECRETARY OF STATE
 AccounƟ ng & reporƟ ng to
  governor ...................................... IV-24
 Appointment by governor ............. IV-21
 ConsƟ tuƟ onal amendments,
  preparaƟ on of explanatory
  statement ...................................XVII-1
 DuƟ es ............................................ IV-21
 ExecuƟ ve department offi  cer .......... IV-1
 Ineligible for legislature ................. III-19
 Notaries public,
  appointment of............................ IV-26
 Salary ............................................. IV-21
  Minimum ............................III-61-a
 Seal of state, use of ....................... IV-19
 Term of offi  ce................................. IV-21
SELFͳINCRIMINATION
 Immunity from ................................ I-10

SEMINARIES
 AppropriaƟ on prohibited
  Permanent or available
   school fund ...........................VII-5
  State funds ................................. I-7
SENATE
 see LEGISLATURE
SENATE JOURNAL
 see JOURNALS
SENATORS
 see LEGISLATORS
SEPARATE PROPERTY
 Rights & agreements of
  spouses ......................................XVI-15
SEPARATION OF POWERS
 Division of government .................... II-1
SEWER LATERALS
 RelocaƟ on on private
  property .......................................XI-12
SEXUAL OFFENSE
 Bail denial ...................................... I-11a
SHERIFFS
 Assessor-collector of taxes ..........VIII-14
 CompensaƟ on .............................XVI-61
 ElecƟ on & term of offi  ce ................V-23
 Qualifi caƟ ons prescribed by
  legislature .....................................V-23
 Vacancy in offi  ce .............................V-23
SMALL BUSINESS INCUBATOR
 FUND
 see TEXAS SMALL BUSINESS
  INCUBATOR FUND
SMITH COUNTY
 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
 Relinquishment of state claim to
  certain lands & minerals .............VII-2C
SOCIAL SECURITY
 Proprietary employees,
  coverage .................................... III-51g
SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION
 DISTRICTS
 Offi  cers may hold more than one
  offi  ce ..........................................XVI-40
 see also CONSERVATION &
  RECLAMATION DISTRICTS
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SOLDIERS
 Quartering in civilian homes ........... I-25
SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE
 UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
 Appointment of members to Texas
  Ethics Commission ..................... III-24a
 ElecƟ on ............................................ III-9
 LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng Board
  member ....................................... III-28
 Signing of bills ................................ III-38
SPECIAL FUNDS
 Borrowing, withholding, or
  diverƟ ng ......................................VIII-7
SPECIAL SESSION
 Appointment of presidenƟ al
  electors .......................................... IV-8
 Convened by governor ..........III-40, IV-8
 Convening at place other than
  AusƟ n ............................................ IV-8
 DuraƟ on no longer than
  30 days......................................... III-40
 Financial statement
  supplement ............................... III-49a
 One subject or those presented
  by governor ................................. III-40
 To consider removal of governor
  appointee; not to exceed
  two days .......................................XV-9
SPEECH
 Freedom of ........................................ I-8
 Libel ................................................... I-8
SPOUSAL MAINTENANCE
 Garnishment of wages for
  payment ....................................XVI-28
STATE
 Civil liƟ gaƟ on, defended by
  aƩ orney general .......................... IV-22
 Credit, giving or lending of
  prohibited .................................... III-50
 Debt
  AuthorizaƟ on of  .................... III-49
  Limits on ....................III-49, III-49-j
  Refunding of .......................... III-49
 LoƩ ery, authorizaƟ on to
  operate ........................................ III-47 
 Property appropriaƟ on
  restricƟ ons ....................................... I-7
 Right to appeal in criminal
  cases .............................................V-26
 Subject to U.S. ConsƟ tuƟ on ............... I-1

 Suits against
  AƩ orney general
   representaƟ on ..................... IV-22
  RepresentaƟ on by county
   aƩ orney in district &
   inferior courts .......................V-21
 Treason ............................................ I-22
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
 see EDUCATION, STATE BOARD OF
STATE CONTRACTS
 Lowest responsible bidder ..........XVI-21
STATE EMPLOYEES
 see PUBLIC EMPLOYEES ͳ STATE
  GOVERNMENT
STATE GUARD, TEXAS
 May hold more than one offi  ce ...XVI-40
STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS
 At commencement of session ......... IV-9
STATE SEAL
 DescripƟ on .................................... IV-19
 On all commissions ........................ IV-20
STATE WATER IMPLEMENTATION FUND
 FOR TEXAS
 CreaƟ on, bond enhancement
  agreements, compositon,
  use ...................................... III-49-d-12
STATE WATER IMPLEMENTATION
 REVENUE FUND FOR TEXAS
 CreaƟ on, bonds,
  composiƟ on, use ................ III-49-d-13
STATIONERY
 Contracts for ................................XVI-21
STATUES
 AppropriaƟ ons for historical
  memorials ..................................XVI-39
STATUTES
 ConsƟ tuƟ onality ............................V-3-b
 Revision ......................................... III-43
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE
 UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
STOCKHOLDERS
 ProtecƟ on of ...................................XII-2
STREETS
 see ROADS & STREETS
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SUCCESSION OF OFFICE
 Temporary ..................................... III-62
 see also parƟ cular offi  ce
SUFFRAGE
 Absence on certain business, no
  forfeiture for ................................XVI-9
 Classes of persons not allowed
  to vote ...........................................VI-1
 Felons excluded from right ..............VI-1
 ProtecƟ on ........................................VI-2
SUICIDE
 Descent of property......................... I-21
SUL ROSS STATE UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
SUPREME BEING
 Public offi  ceholders required to
  acknowledge.................................... I-4
SUPREME COURT
 Appointment of master in judicial
  conduct hearing ...........................V-1-a
 Chief jusƟ ce .............................V-2, V-28
 Clerk of court .................................. V-5a
 ConsƟ tuƟ onality of statutes ..........V-3-b
 Establishment ...................................V-1
 JurisdicƟ on .......................................V-3
  QuesƟ ons of state law cerƟ fi ed
   from a federal appellate
   court .................................... V-3-c
 JusƟ ces
  see JUDGES & JUSTICES
 LegislaƟ ve RedistricƟ ng Board,
  jurisdicƟ on over ........................... III-28
 Membership .....................................V-2
 MoƟ on for rehearing, deadline
  for acƟ on on .................................V-31
 Original jurisdicƟ on to issue
  writs of quo warranto or
  mandamus ......................................V-3
 Power to issue writs .........................V-3
 Quorum ............................................V-2
 Rules of procedure for courts,
  power to establish ........................V-31
 Rules of procedure for judicial
  conduct review, power to
  establish ......................................V-1-a
 Sessions ..........................................V-5b
 Terms of Court ................................V-5b
 Vacancy fi lled by governor’s
  appointment .................................V-28
SUSPENSION OF SENTENCE
 Court authority ............................IV-11A

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
TARRANT COUNTY
 County treasurer’s offi  ce abolished
  & duƟ es transferred ..................XVI-44
TAX ASSESSORͳCOLLECTOR
 CompensaƟ on .............................XVI-61
 ElecƟ on & term of offi  ce .............VIII-14
 Eligibility for legislature ................. III-20
 Sheriff  shall serve in counƟ es of
  less than 10,000 ........................VIII-14
TAXATION ͳ GENERAL
 Boards of equalizaƟ on .................VIII-18
 CiƟ es, to create sinking
  fund .......................................XI-5, XI-6
 Collected for public purposes
  only ..............................................VIII-3
 ConservaƟ on & reclamaƟ on
  districts ......................................XVI-59
 CorporaƟ ons, power to tax shall
  not be suspended or
  surrendered .................................VIII-4
 Delinquent, release of party from
  obligaƟ on ..................................... III-55
 Equal & uniform ............................VIII-1
 Governor’s esƟ mate ........................ IV-9
 Local, purposes for ........................ III-52
 Specifi caƟ on of subjects not
  limitaƟ on of legislature’s
  power ........................................VIII-17
TAXATION ͳ INCOME
 Approval of voters
  required .....................................VIII-24
 Authority to levy ............... VIII-1, VIII-24
 ImposiƟ on ........................ VIII-2, VIII-24
 Proceeds dedicated to educaƟ on
  & property tax relief ..................VIII-24
TAXATION ͳ OCCUPATION
 Equal & uniform ............................VIII-2
 ImposiƟ on .....................................VIII-1
 Limits on county, city, or town
  occupaƟ on tax .............................VIII-1
 Not required of persons in
  mechanical & agricultural
  pursuits ........................................VIII-1
 One-fourth revenue for
  schools ..........................................VII-3
TAXATION ͳ PROPERTY
 AboliƟ on of state ad valorem
  taxes .........................................VIII-1-e
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 Agricultural land
  Assessment of................... VIII-1-d,

VIII-1-d-1
  InspecƟ on of ...................... VIII-1-d
  School, taxaƟ on of ................VII-6a
 Amarillo, for hospital districts ......... IX-5
 Appraisal
  Limit on increase in appraised
   value of homestead .............VIII-1
  No statewide appraisal ........VIII-23
  Outside a county when poliƟ cal
   subdivisions situated in two
   counƟ es .............................VIII-18
  Single ...................................VIII-18
 Assessment
  Fair cash market value not
   to be exceeded ..................VIII-20
  Lien of ..................................VIII-15
  Place of ................................VIII-11
 Boards of equalizaƟ on .................VIII-18
 CalculaƟ on of total amount
  of taxes ......................................VIII-21
 Castro County, for hospital
  district.......................................... IX-11
 CiƟ es under 5,000, no tax over
  1-1/2 percent of taxable
  property .........................................XI-4
 Comanche County, for hospital
  district............................................ IX-8
 Cultural, historical & natural history
  resources, relief from ad valorem
  taxes ......................................... VIII-1-f
 Discounts for advance
  payments ...................................VIII-20
 Emergency services
  districts .....................................III-48-e
 Enforcement of appraisal standards
  prescribed by general law .........VIII-23
 EqualizaƟ on of valuaƟ on .............VIII-18
 ExempƟ ons
  AircraŌ  parts ........................VIII-1-j
  Cemeteries ............................VIII-2
  Charitable organizaƟ ons ........VIII-2
  Cocoa & green coff ee held
   in Harris County ............. VIII-1-n*
  Disabled veterans .... VIII-1-b, VIII-2
  Farm products, livestock,
   poultry & family
   supplies ..............................VIII-19
  Fire engines .............................XI-9
  Fire exƟ nguishment, land used
   for ..........................................XI-9
  Homestead .............. VIII-1, VIII-1-b
  Household goods ...................VIII-1

  Implements of
   husbandry ........................VIII-19a
  Leased motor vehicles ...........VIII-1
  Local or special law
   prohibited ............................ III-56
  Marine drilling equipment,
   mobile ................................VIII-1-i
  Mineral interests, minimal
   value ....................................VIII-1
  Nonprofi t corporaƟ ons supplying
   water or providing wastewater
   service ..............................VIII-1-k
  Personal property temporarily
   in state for commercial
   purposes ......................... VIII-1-n†

  Personal property temporarily
   in state for
   manufacturing ...................VIII-1-j
  Personal property used for
   producƟ on of income,
   minimal value ......................VIII-1
  PolluƟ on control
   devices ...............................VIII-1-l
  Public grounds .........................XI-9
  Reinvestment zones ............VIII-1-g
  Religious organizaƟ ons, places
   of worship ............................VIII-2
  Schools ..................................VIII-2
  Solar-powered devices ..........VIII-2
  Surviving spouse of a disabled
   veteran ............................ VIII-1-b
  Surviving spouse of an elderly
   person .............................. VIII-1-b
  Surviving spouse of a service
   member killed in acƟ on ... VIII-1-b
  Tangible personal
   property ...............................VIII-1
  Veterans organizaƟ ons ..........VIII-2
  Water conservaƟ on
   iniƟ aƟ ve .......................... VIII-1-m
  Wind-powered devices ..........VIII-2
 Farm ....................................... VIII-1-d-1
 Farm-to-market roads, revenue
  used to construct ......................VIII-1-a
 Galveston County, for hospital
  district............................................ IX-4
 Hansford County, for hospital
  district.......................................... IX-11
 Hopkins County, for hospital
  district.......................................... IX-11
 Hospital districts ............ IX-4, IX-9, IX-9B
 Increase in total amount, noƟ ce &
  hearing required ........................VIII-21
 Jail districts ..................................III-48-f

* Of the two ArƟ cles VIII-1-n, this is the one proposed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., R.S., S.J.R. 47.
† Of the two ArƟ cles VIII-1-n, this is the one proposed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., R.S., S.J.R. 6.
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 Jeff erson County, for hospital
  district............................................ IX-5
 Legislature cannot release
  payment of ................................VIII-10
 Legislature may authorize ciƟ es
  to grant relief from ...................VIII-1-g
 Levied by counƟ es ......................VIII-1-a
 Levying for schools ........................VII-3,

VII-3-b, VIII-24
 Maximum ......................................VIII-9
 Military installaƟ ons .................... III-52k
 No ad valorem tax for general
  revenue purposes .....................VIII-1-e
 Ochiltree County, for hospital
  district.......................................... IX-11
 Open-space land ..................... VIII-1-d-1
 Payment of ..................................VIII-11
 PoƩ er County, for hospital
  district............................................ IX-5
 Railroad property ..........................VIII-8
 Ranch ...................................... VIII-1-d-1
 Randall County, for hospital
  district............................................ IX-5
 Release from taxes in case of
  disaster ......................................VIII-10
 RevaluaƟ on of property, noƟ ce
  required .....................................VIII-21
 Sale of land or mineral interest for
  payment of taxes .......... VIII-13, VIII-15
  RedempƟ on .........................VIII-13
 Seizure of property ......................VIII-15
 Taxed in proporƟ on to
  value ............................................VIII-1
 University lands ............................VII-16
 ValidaƟ on of assessment
  raƟ o ......................................... VIII-1-h
 Wichita County, for hospital
  district............................................ IX-5
 Wildlife management ............. VIII-1-d-1
TAXATION ͳ PROPERTY ͳ HOMESTEAD
 Appraised value, limit on
  increase in ...................................VIII-1
 ElecƟ on regarding exempƟ on for
  persons over 65 & disabled
  persons .................................... VIII-1-b
 ExempƟ ons
  Disabled veterans .............. VIII-1-b
  Elementary & secondary school
   purposes .......................... VIII-1-b
  Generally ................ VIII-1, VIII-1-a,

VIII-1-b
  Surviving spouse of a disabled
   veteran ............................ VIII-1-b
  Surviving spouse of an elderly
   person .............................. VIII-1-b
  Surving spouse of a service
   member killed in acƟ on ... VIII-1-b

 Sale of land for payment of
  taxes ............................. VIII-13, VIII-15
  RedempƟ on .........................VIII-13
 School taxes, limits on
  increase ................................... VIII-1-b
 Value of property as residence
  homestead as basis for ................VIII-1
 Value of property not rendered
  by owner ....................................VIII-11
TAXATION ͳ SCHOOL
 Limits on increase ...................... VIII-1-b
 Local property
  taxes ................................ VII-3, VII-3-b
 Proceeds from income tax used
  for educaƟ on .............................VIII-24
TEACHER RETIREMENT SYSTEM
 ContribuƟ ons ...............................XVI-67
 Transfer of service credit to
  Employees ReƟ rement
  System .......................................XVI-67
TELLER MACHINES
 AuthorizaƟ on ...............................XVI-16
TERM OF OFFICE
 Assessor-collector of taxes ..........XVI-65
 AƩ orney general ............................ IV-22
 AutomaƟ c resignaƟ on ...... XI-11, XVI-65
 Board member ..........................XVI-30a
 City offi  cial .....................................XI-11
 Civil service offi  cer .....................XVI-30b
 Clerks of appellate courts ............... V-5a
 Commissioners court clerk .............V-20
 Comptroller of public
  accounts ...................................... IV-23
 Constable .....................................XVI-65
 County aƩ orney ................. V-21, XVI-65
 County clerk....................................V-20
 County commissioner ....................V-18,

XVI-65
 County court clerk ............. V-20, XVI-65
 County court judge ............ V-15, XVI-65
 County surveyor ............. XVI-44, XVI-65
 County treasurer .........................XVI-44
 Court of appeals jusƟ ce ....................V-6
 Court of criminal appeals
  judge ...............................................V-4
 Criminal district aƩ orney ...............V-30,

XVI-65
 District aƩ orney ................. V-21, XVI-65
 District court clerk .......................XVI-65
 District court judge ...........................V-7
 Fire fi ghters’ pension
  commissioner ............................XVI-67
 General Land Offi  ce,
  commissioner of .......................... IV-23
 Governor ......................................... IV-4
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 Inspector of hides &
  animals ......................................XVI-64
 JusƟ ce of the peace ........... V-18, XVI-65
 Lieutenant governor ...................... IV-16
 Offi  ces not fi xed by
  consƟ tuƟ on ...............................XVI-30
 Railroad commissioner ................XVI-30
 RepresentaƟ ve ................................. III-4
 Resign-to-Run ................... XI-11, XVI-65
 School offi  cial ............................VII-16-a
 Secretary of State .......................... IV-21
 Senator ............................................ III-3
 Sheriff  ................................ V-23, XVI-65
 State colleges & universiƟ es,
  offi  cial of ..................................VII-16-a
 State Commission on Judicial
  Conduct, member of .............. V-1-a(3)
 Supreme court jusƟ ce.......................V-2
 Tax assessor-collector ..................VIII-14
TESTIMONY
 Medical & psychiatric, adjudicaƟ on
  of insanity ...................................I-15-a
 Treason, tesƟ mony of two
  required ......................................... I-22
TESTS
 Religious, not required for public
  offi  ce ................................................ I-4
TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL
 UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
 Agricultural & mechanical
  departments ...............................VII-10
 AppropriaƟ on for
  construcƟ on ...............................VII-13
 AppropriaƟ on from general
  revenue fund in certain
  cases ...........................................VII-18
 Board of regents, bond issuance
  authority .....................................VII-18
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
 Branch of University of
  Texas ...........................................VII-13
 Establishment ...............................VII-13
 Land, grant of ...............................VII-15
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT
 GALVESTON
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITYͷCORPUS
 CHRISTI
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITYͷ
 KINGSVILLE
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM
 see TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
TEXAS AGRICULTURAL
 EXPERIMENT STATIONS
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
TEXAS AGRICULTURAL
 EXTENSION SERVICE
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
TEXAS AGRICULTURAL FINANCE
 AUTHORITY
 Funds administered .....................III-49-f
TEXAS CANCER PLAN
 Funds for research &
  prevenƟ on ................................... III-67
TEXAS COLLEGE OF
 OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
 TRANSPORTATION
 Short-term notes & loans ..........III-49-m
TEXAS ENGINEERING
 EXPERIMENT STATIONS
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
TEXAS ENGINEERING EXTENSION
 SERVICE
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
TEXAS ETHICS COMMISSION
 Authority to recommend salary
  & per diem of legislators ............ III-24,

III-24a
 ComposiƟ on ................................ III-24a
 Terms of members ....................... III-24a
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TEXAS FOREST SERVICE
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
 RedistribuƟ on of surplus fi re
  fi ghƟ ng equipment ..................... III-52i
TEXAS GROWTH FUND
 Investment in, State Board of
  EducaƟ on ......................................VII-5
TEXAS MOBILITY FUND
 CreaƟ on & funding ..................... III-49-k
TEXAS PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT
 FUND
 Bonds for economic
  development .............................XVI-71
 Establishment ..............................XVI-71
TEXAS SMALL BUSINESS
 INCUBATOR FUND
 Bonds for economic
  development .............................XVI-71
 Establishment & composiƟ on ......XVI-71
TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
TEXAS STATE GUARD
 May hold more than
  one offi  ce ...................................XVI-40
TEXAS STATE TECHNICAL
 COLLEGE SYSTEM
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
 see SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE
  UNIVERSITY
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH
 SCIENCES CENTER
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
TEXAS TOMORROW FUND
 Establishment, state support of &
  investment of .............................VII-19

TEXAS TRANSPORTATION
 COMMISSION
 AdministraƟ on of rail relocaƟ on
  and improvement fund .............III-49-o
 AuthorizaƟ on of short-term
  notes and loans .......................III-49-m
 Highway tax and revenue
  anƟ cipaƟ on notes ...................III-49-n*
TEXAS TRANSPORTATION
 INSTITUTE
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
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 Duty of State Board of EducaƟ on
  to set aside money for ..................VII-3
TITLE
 RegistraƟ on with General
  Land Offi  ce ...................................XIV-1
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 Expenditures ...............................III-52-b
TRADE
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 Short-term notes & loans ..........III-49-m
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  specifi c appropriaƟ on ..................VIII-6

* Of the two ArƟ cles III-49-n, this is the one proposed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., R.S., H.J.R. 28.
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VII-11b
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 Land
  County taxaƟ on of ................VII-16
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 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT TYLER
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  improvements ............................VII-18
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS HEALTH
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 Bonds for permanent
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 AMERICAN
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  improvements ............................VII-17
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 Bonds for permanent
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UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM
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 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-18
UNSOUND MIND, PERSONS OF
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UPSHUR COUNTY
 Relinquishment of state claim to
  certain lands & minerals .............VII-2C
USURY
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  deemed usurious .......................XVI-11

UVALDE STUDY CENTER
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
VACANCIES
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  fi lling ............................................ IV-12
 Filled for unexpired term .............XVI-27
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 see also parƟ cular offi  ce
VENUE
 Change in ....................................... III-45
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   prohibited ............................ III-56
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VETERANS
 see ARMED FORCES
VETERANS HOMES & LAND
 Funding for .................................III-49-b
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 State may contribute to ...............XVI-73
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 FUND
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  augment ...................................III-49-b
 CreaƟ on & composiƟ on ..............III-49-b
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 FUND II
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  augment ...................................III-49-b
 CreaƟ on & composiƟ on ..............III-49-b
VETERANS’ LAND BOARD
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  Interest rates ......................... III-65
  Issuance ..............................III-49-b
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   veterans ............................III-49-b
  To provide for veterans
   cemeteries ........................III-49-b
  To provide for veterans
   homes & land ...................III-49-b
 CreaƟ on ......................................III-49-b
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  Veterans’ Housing Assistance
   Fund ..................................III-49-b
  Veterans’ Housing Assistance
   Fund II ...............................III-49-b
  Veterans’ Land Fund ...........III-49-b
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  CompensaƟ on ....................III-49-b
  ComposiƟ on .......................III-49-b
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 Property tax exempƟ on .................VIII-2
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 AppropriaƟ ons bill items ............... IV-14
 Governor’s power .......................... IV-14
 Overriding by houses ..................... IV-14
VICE PRESIDENT, U.S.
 Electors, voƟ ng for.........................VI-2a
VOTERS
 Persons not allowed to vote ............VI-1
 Privilege from arrest ........................VI-5
 Qualifi caƟ ons
  Bond issuance elecƟ ons ........VI-3a
  Municipal elecƟ ons .................VI-3
  PresidenƟ al elecƟ ons ............VI-2a
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 RegistraƟ on .................. VI-2, VI-2a, VI-4
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III-49-d-3, III-49-d-4, III-49-d-5,

III-49-d-7, III-49-d-8,
III-49-d-11, III-50-d
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  maintenance ................................ III-52
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 Tax exempƟ on .......................... VIII-1-m
WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD
 Bonds ............................III-49-c, III-49-d,

III-49-d-1, III-49-d-2, III-49-d-6,
III-49-d-7, III-49-d-8, III-49-d-9,
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 Bonds ............................III-49-c, III-49-d,
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 Use  ..............................III-49-c, III-49-d,

III-49-d-1, III-49-d-2,
III-49-d-6, III-49-d-7
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  creaƟ on ...............III-49-d-8, III-49-d-9,

III-49-d-11
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WATER IMPLEMENTATION REVENUE
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  property .......................................XI-12
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 Carrying ........................................... I-23
 Deadly, bail denial ......................... I-11a
 Right to bear arms ........................... I-23
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 County surveyor’s offi  ce
  abolished ...................................XVI-44
WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
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 Hospital district ............................... IX-5
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 Manufacture, sale, and dispensing
  of wine .......................................XVI-20
WITNESSES
 Accused right to confront ................ I-10
 Medical & psychiatric, commitment
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WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY, TEXAS
 Bonds for permanent
  improvements ............................VII-17
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
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  employees ................................... III-60
 Municipal employees .................... III-60
 State employees ............................ III-59
WORSHIP
 Freedom of ........................................ I-6
WRITS
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